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ED I TOR ' S  COMMENTS 

As I beg i n  my tenure of offi ce as Edi tor of the VSA Newsl etter,  I am 
al ready i ndebted to several of you for your generous advice and am 
pl eased to have recei ved News from so many members . I am grateful to 
the VSA Executi ve , to the Engl i sh offi ce of Vi ctori a Col l ege for 
conti nu i ng to. pri nt and di s tri bute the Newsl etter ,  to Aurora Wai t  
( Trent )  who i s  responsi bl e for the typ i ng ,  and to Bri an Donnel lan and 
Lou i s  Tayl or ( Tren t )  for thei r assi stance i n  des i gn i ng a new cover .  
I wi s h  to thank mY predecessor,  B ruce K i nzer,  for l eavi ng the 
Newsl etter i n  such a heal thy condi ti on .  

As Edi tor I hope that wi th you r hel p the Newsl etter \'ri l l  conti nue to 
fl ouri sh , and al so to devel op i n  new direction s .  I n  the l atter 
rega rd I parti cul arly i nvi te not onl y  news on Work on Progress , but 
al so new s on GAPS IN WORK IN PROGRESS ( wi th thanks to John Atk i n  for 
thi s suggesti on ) .  

I n  GAP S  w e  may share i deas and areas whi ch come to mi nd a s  deservi ng 
of further attenti on than we are abl e to devote to them i n  the cou rse 
of a parti cul ar p roject.  We mi ght al so sol i c i t  i nformati on and 
suggesti ons from each other regardi ng voi ds whi ch seem di ffi cul t to 
f i l l  i n  ou r own work i n  progress . GAPS  may of course , be whims i cal 
as wel l as seri ou s . 

F i nal l y ,  as Edi tor I woul d be most pl eased to recei ve you r book 
revi ews  and arti cl es for publ i cati on i n  the Newsl etter.  Pl ease share 
your work and new s ,  and encourage your  graduate students to make 
submi s s i on s . ( And pl ease do remember to l et the Edi tor know who you 
a re when sendi ng her News and other communi cati on s ,  as one uns1 gnea 
contri buti on to th i s  i ssue must be entered under 11Anonymou s 11 ) . I 
hope that you can fi nd a few moments to send me your contri buti ons 
and news before pub l i cati on of the Spri ng i s sue , and would wel come a 
fl ood of communi cati ons . May I l ook forward to heari ng from you? 

FORTHCOM ING 

Patri c i a  Morton , 
H i s tory Depa rtment,  
Trent Uni vers i ty 

The 1985 Vi ctori an Stud i e s  Assoc i ati on of Ontari o Annual Conference 
w i l l  be hel d at Gl endon Col l ege , Toronto , on Saturday , 13 Apri l .  
Guest speak ers wi l l  be Owen Chadw i ck ( Cambri dge ) and Davi d Shaw 
( Uni vers i ty of Toronto ) . 
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NEWS OF MEMBERS 

Anonymous ( York } : One of our members has modestly sent us his or 
her news unsigned . The Editor hopes in the next i s sue to be abl e to 
name this member who reports that the September C on ference of the 
Western Canada Victorian Studies Assoc i a tion was excel l ent, and that 
he/she has publ ished George Borrow : A Bibl i ograph i cal Study (with 
A . M .  Fraser},  St.  Paul's B1 bl1 ograph1 es, 1984 ( also ava1lab1e from 
the University of Virginia Press } 

J ames Benson ( York } informs us that his review of Karen B .  Mann, The 
Language that Makes George El liot ' s Ficti on ( Ba l timore and London: 
1983) wi 11 appear in the Summer or Autumn 1985 issue of Victorian 
Studies . 

Peter Hinchcl iffe ( St.  Jerome ' s  Col l ege, Waterl oo } read a paper 
titl ed "Speech and Sil ence in I n  Memorium" at the annual  conference 
of the Victorian Studies Assoc1 ation of Wes tern Canada, 
September 28, 1 984.  

Cl ifford Hol l and ( George Brown Col l ege } has had  his articl e on 
Matthew Arnol d ' s 1884 visit to Canada, entitl ed "Canada Greets the 
Apostl e of Cul ture," publ ished in the Dalhousie Review, Vol . 63, 
No . 2 .  

Kathl een McCrone (University of Windsor} i s  now at Clare Ha l l ,  
Cambridge Univers i ty as Visiting Schol ar. Her articl e "Play Up! Pl ay 
Up! and Play the Game : Sport at the Victori an G i rls' Publ i c  School " 
wa s published i n  the J ournal of Bri ti sh Studies ,  23 (Spring, 1983 } .  
She i s  now working on her book on Victorian Women and Sport. 

Thomas Mcintire has been appointed as Associate Professor of History 
at  Trinity Col l ege and a member of the Graduate Centre for Rel igious 
Studies at the University of Toronto . His teaching incl udes seminars 
on nineteenth-century European rel igion and society, incl uding 
Victorian B ritain . 

J ane Mil l gate ( Toronto } has  publ ished Wal ter Scott : The Making of the 
Nove l i s t ,  University of Toronto Press, and Edinbu rgh University 
Press , 1984 . 

Michael Moore (Wil frid Laurier University) gave a paper, "'School ed 
a t  forepangs': The Metaphy s i c  of Hopk i ns's Darkest Dub l in Poems " at 
the recent  inte rnat i onal  Hopkins Conference hel d in Dubl in, I rel and. 
He has  a l so co-edited (wi th John s. North } a col l ection of essays , 
Vital Candl e :  Victorian  and Modern Bearings in Gera rd Manl ey Hopkins 
{Onivers 1 ty of Waterloo Pres s ,  1984). 
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Deryck Schreuder ( Uni vers i ty of Sydney , N . S . W . ) has k i ndly promi sed 
to contri bute a paper to the Newsl etter on 11Gl adstone in  Australi a . .. 
We shal l l ook forward to hear1 ng from our overseas member.  

J ohn Stubbs  ( Waterl oo ) i s  D i rector of  the Waterl oo project under
tak i ng the computeri zati on of the Oxford Engl i sh Dictionary .  As he 
observes , 11 the O . E . D .  was a monument to Victorian scholarship and ,  as 
a source , i t  i s  much underesti mated by hi s tori ans . .. We l ook forward 
to further news of thi s  project from him.  

COMMUN I CATI ONS 

J i l l  Shefri n sends us the fol l owing news of current and forthcomi ng 
exhi b i t i ons  at the Osborne Col l ecti on of Early  Chi l dren • s Books , 
Toronto Publ i c  Li brary: 

Exhi b i t i ons 

September - October 1 984 

11MUSIC HAS CHARMS TO SOOTH A SAVAGE BREAST 11• 

( N i neteenth and twenti eth-century j uveni l e  mus i c  book s and 
s tori es and verse about mu s i c . ) 

November - December 1984 

SEASON • S GREETI NGS : A V ICTORIMI CHR I STMAS . 

Vi ctori an Chri s tmas ca rds and book s .  

J anuary - February 1985 

SCAND I NAV IAN FOLKLORE . 

I l l u strated edi tions of fol k tal es and mythol ogy to mark the 
centenary of the death of P . C .  Asbj ornsen who , wi th J . E .  Moe , 

wrote Popul ar  Tal es from the Norse .  

Dr .  Anne Skabarn i c k i  informs u s  that subscri pti ons to the Carlyl e 
Newsl etter ( publ i shed once a yea r )  a re now $12 U . S .  or $15  Canadian 
for three i s sues , and may be sent to her at the Department of 
Engl i sh ,  R . M . C . , K i ngston , Ontari o .  The Carlyl e Newsl etter has al so 
publ i shed fou r Carlyl e Pamphl ets: 

Carlyl e and the Rectori a l  El ecti on of 1865 , ed. K . J. F i el ding and 
Heather Henderson ; 



COMMUN I CATI ONS {cont. ) 

Ru skin for Rector, the Edinbu rgh Rectorial Election of 1868 , 
by T.J.  John stone ; 

Scott , Carlyl e and Democracy , A Centenary Lecture ;  
by John Clive ; 

A Centenary Bibliography of Carlyl e Studies , Suppl ement I: 
1975-80 by R.W. D1ll on .  

L ECTURES 
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James R .  Moore , author of The Post Darwinian Controversies , and 
Lecturer in History of Science and Technology at the Open University , 
wil l deliver a l ecture " Engines of Empire , Energies of Extinction: 
Refl ections on the C risis  of Faith " at Victoria College ,  University 
of  Toronto , the evening of November 9 ,  1984 . The l ecture is open to 
the publ ic .  

REPORTS OF CONFERENCES 

Michael Moore {Wil frid Laurier )  reports that the July 1984 centenary 
conference Gerard Manl ey Hopkins in I reland , hel d in Dubl in ,  featured 
participants from eleven countries . Canada and Ontario were 
repre sented by Lionel Adey ( Victoria ) , J ohn Ferns {McMaster) , J oaquin 
Kuin {St.  Michael • s ) ,  Norman MacKenzie {Queen • s ) , and Michael Moore 
{ Wil frid Laurier) . The five-day program incl uded many papers of 
interdisciplinary interest {the social , pol itical , economic , 
educational , and rel igious background of Dublin in the eighties ) as 
wel l as presentations on nearly every aspect of Hopkins • s 
p rofessional and l iterary work during his I rish  yea rs ( 1884-89 ) .  
Tou rs , music , a dramatic performance {Peter Gal e•s " Hopkins! " ) ,  
poetry readings {by Seamus Heaney and Philip Dacey ) , and other 
pl ea sure s  complemented one of the most intensive and congenial 
academic gatherings in years . Plans to publ ish the proceedings are 
al most finalized. 
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REPORT ON 1984 ONTAR I O  VICTOR IAN STUD I ES CONFERENCE 

The 1984 Conference met at Gl endon Col l ege, Toronto, on 7 April . 

In  the morning Profes sor U . C .  Knoepfl macher presented a paper 
entitl ed "Gravity-in-Lightnes s: Lewis Carrol l and George MacDonal d on 
Growth and Death . "  In introducing this paper from his forthcoming 
book, Professor Knoepfl macher exp 1 a i ned that he hopes to revise the 
u sual view of chil dren ' s  and adul t ' s l iterature as separate and 
pol arized genres seen in terms respectivel y of l ightness  and gravity 
- a view l eading many l iterary theorists to reject fiction for the 
1 1immature11 reade r .  He observed that the Victorians woul d not have 
made such a cl ear-cut distinction, and that much Victorian . . adul t .. 
1 i terature contained the same el ements of fantasy and fun which was 
more openly exp ressed in l iterature for chil dren . At the same time, 
11Chil dren • s  books11 expres sed el ements of grownup real ism and gravity, 
and of adj u stment to l ife and death . I t  was not only  the 11Al ice11 
book s which appeal ed to both chil dren and adul ts . 

The characteristic Victorian as simi 1 ati on of real ism and romance, 
imbued with a pa rticu l a rly  intense sense of the doubl e consciousness 
of adul t and chil d, l inks the l iterature of Lewis Carrol l and George 
MacDonal d .  The creative partnership between Carrol l and MacDonal d  
grew after they met in 1859 . 

Ca rrol l became an 11Uncl e1 1 figure in the l arge MacDonal d family, and 
through his cl ose and warm interaction with the MacDona 1 d chi 1 dren 
and their reception of his manuscripts, he grew in sel f-confidence 
and powers of expres sion . In the context of il l ness and death in the 
MacDonal d family his fiction al so took on an el ement of gravity in 
its ambival ence about the natural worl d of growth as sociated with 
chil dhood - in its sense of precariou sness and l imitations .  

Simil arly, MacDonal d grew from his association with Carrol l in his 
insight into the rel iance of intuition upon an imagination rooted in 
the suspension of disbel ief .  In an 11adul t11 novel such as MacDonal d ' s 
Adel a Cathcart the fairy tal es became a means of reviving Adel a ' s  
capacity for wonder in order to dispel her ennuie . MacDonal d found 
the bl ending of adul t and chil d audiences more probl ematic than did 
Carrol l ,  and tu rned to appeal  to an audience primarily composed of 
chi 1 dren, as in At the Back of the North Wind ( 1871 ) . His hope, 
however, to write for the "chil d-li ke11 of all ages was strengthened 
and enriched by his association with Ca rrol l .  Both val ued the 
abil ity of adul ts to be 11Chil d-l ike11 , as distinguished from 
11Chil dish, 1 1  and were concerned with the arrest of human devel opment -
with the adul t who had l ost the capacity for imagination and 
nostal gia for magic, and the chil d who craved the worl dly knowl edge 
and forbidden fruit of adul thood . In their writing, both expl oited 
the· sense of tension between the chil d ' s suspension of disbel ief and 
the adul t ' s sense of l imits . 

Profes sor Knoepfl macher suggested that Carrol l expressed these themes 
in his photographs of the MacDonal d famil y .  During the l ivel y 
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d i scussi on whi ch fol l owed,  several i nterpretations of the photographs 
provi ded were advanced by the Conference participa nts - remindi ng the 
Edi tor of Mac0ona l d 1 s  advi ce that fai ry tal es at l east ,  may be read 
wi th the happy understandi ng that wh i l e  one person may read a parti 
cul ar meani ng and truth i nto a ta l e ,  someone el se may fi nd  another 
meani n g  and truth i n  the same story. Professor Knoepfl macher•s 
del i ghtful paper cl early stimul ated not on l y  the interest,  but al so 
the imagi nati ve ca pac i ties of the parti c i pants. 

The Conference then adj ourned for l unch and to enj oy a Victori an 
Enterta i nment whi ch presented Vi ctori an atti tudes to chi l dren parti 
cul arly i n  song and verse . 

I n  the afternoon Professor Al bert Tucker ( Gl endon-York } spoke on 11The 
V i ctori a n  Li beral State and the Problem of Mi l i tary Power . . .  

I n  i ntroduc i ng hi s paper,  Professor Tucker poi nted out that the 
s chol ars of Bri ti sh mi l i tary i n sti tuti ons are often type-ca�t as 
11mi l i tary hi stori ans , .. and that mi l i tary i nsti tuti ons are seen as 
l argel y  i rrel eva nt i n  the context of soc i al hi s tory .  The very word 
.. mi l i ta ry .. goes unmenti oned i n  the i ndexes of major h i s tory texts . 
Yet we shoul d not assume that the Vi ctori ans shared thi s  i ndi ffer
ence , and mi ght wel l benefi t as soc i al hi stori ans by expl oring thei r 
v i ews on the mi l i tary i n  the Vi ctori an Li beral state . 

P rofessor Tucker referred to Lord Brougham to exempl i fy early 
n i neteenth-century suspi c i on s  of the mi l i ta ry presence and anti pathy 
to mi l i tary displ ay. He observed that by the mi d-ni neteenth century ,  
however,  Ten nyson • s poems 1 auded the Army , and that when the Poet 
Laureate was presented wi th an honorary degree i t  was two promi nent 
mi 1 i tary men ,  Sir George de Lacy Evans and Si r John Burgoyne , who 
escorted him  in the ceremon ial  process i o n .  I t  woul d seem , therefore , 
that the Army had become more vi s i bl e  and i ts pl ace more secure. I ts 
p re sence as a central i nsti tuti on seemed assumed and accepted. 

Several hi s tori ans have addressed the roots and resul ts of thi s  
apparent atti tudi nal  change to some extent. I n  a L i beral State at 
War ,  for exampl e ,  Ol i ve Anderson argued that the crisis of the 
Crimean War chal l enged tradi ti onal atti tudes to such i nsti tuti ons as 
the Army , and promoted substanti al  interest in the m i l i tary and i ts 
reform . However , Professor Tucker argued that the evi dence does not 
s upport a pi ctu re empha s i z i ng dramatic change in the Crimean era , 
s i nce substanti al  change for the Army was not effected unti l the 
1 8701s. Therefore , he asked why , i n  spite of the War and the growth 
of l i beral i sm ,  mi l i tary reform di d not come about more quickl y .  

I n  answeri ng th i s  questi on he emphas i zed that the Vi ctori an accept
ance of the Army was embedded i n  the tradi ti onal val uati on of the 
h i stor i c  ach ievement of the supremacy of ci v i l  over mi l i tary author
ity and of the consti tuti onal guarantees of th i s  supremacy . I n  thi s  
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context , for exampl e ,  the sl owness  wi th whi ch the Vi ctori an profes
s i onal  i deal  i nfl uenced the Army offi cershi p  becomes more understand
abl e .  The pers i stent i denti fi cati on of the offi cer wi th the gentle
man refl ected a vi ew of the amateur offi cer as an i ndependent who 
coul d th i nk and act for himsel f and who woul d provi de a safeguard 
agai nst formati on of a mi l i tary cl ass . The l ocal ties  and moral 
qual i ti e s  as soc i ated w i th the gentl eman wou l d al so promote th i s  
des i rabl e i ndependence .  

S imi l arl y  i n  th i s  context the system of Purchase of commi s s i ons coul d 
be defended agai nst woul d-be reformers by argu i ng that sel ecti on of 
o ffi cers on the bas i s  of meri t cou l d  l end i tsel f to nepoti sm and 
pol i ti cal  favouri ti sm , whereas Purchase preserved a non-parti san Army 
and non-parti sanshi p was essenti al  i n  l i ght of the hi stori c usage of 
the Army i n  C i v i l War . 

The persi stent fa i l u re to i ntroduce a conscri pt system on the conti
nental model is al so best seen in terms of the conti nui ty of tradi 
ti onal atti tudes wi thi n  the Vi ctori an L i beral state . Rel i ance on the 
vol u ntary system of recru i tment means that the Army conti nued to be 
l argely composed of an agri cul tural cl ass of men who , i t  coul d be 
a rgued , were i n  need of the disci  p 1 i ne of fl oggi ng to keep them i n  
l i ne,  parti cul arl y  i n  l i ght  of the semi-pol i c i ng functi on of the Army 
i n  support of the l ocal  authori ties . Therefore , i n  spi te of the 
l i beral attack s  on such puni s hments , reforms i n  thi s  and other areas 
of mi l i ta ry l i fe came onl y  very gradual l y . 

Professor Tucker al so di scu s sed the impul ses forwardi ng reform , but 
a rgued persuasi vel y that studi es emphasi z i ng the democrati zati on of 
the mi l i ta ry i n  the Crimean era fai l to recogni ze that the conti nu i ty 
of atti tudes more than bal anced the pace of reform as soci ated with 
l i bera l i sm .  The War i n  i tsel f di d l i ttl e to change these atti tudes 
whi ch , s imul taneou s l y ,  promoted acceptance of the Army as a safe 
i nsti tuti on i n  the Li beral State . 

Hav i n g  worked i n  thi s  fi el d ,  as a soc i al hi stori an of a mi l i tary 
i nsti tuti on , the Edi tor found hersel f deepl y  fasci nated by Professor 
Tucker • s  paper.  The vi gour and scope of the di scussi on whi ch 
fol l owed showed that she was not al one. 

The Conference c l osed wi th the annual busi ness meeti ng of the 
Vi ctori an Studi e s  Associ ati on and el ecti on of the current Executi ve , 
composed of Ann Robson as Presi dent;  Trevor Levere as past-Presi dent;  
Patri c i a  Morton , Newsl etter Edi tor ; t4ary o•connor,  Secre
tary-Treasure r ;  and Albert Tucker , Ri chard Hel mstadter,  and 
Merri l l  Di s tad .  



Arti cl e 

THE TAMI NG OF LmiDON ' S COMMONS 

by Nei l Thornton ( Uni vers i ty of Adel ai de ,  South Austral i a )  

Let u s  not be sati sfied wi th the l i berati on of 
Egypt , or the subj ugati on of Mal ta , but l et us  
subdue Fi nchl ey Common ; l et us  conquer Hounsl ow 
Heath ; l et us compel Epp i n g  Forest to submi t 
to the yoke of improvement. ! 

12 

Thi s bel l i cose cry from Si r John S i ncl ai r in 1803 ( du ri ng hi s ei ght 
year absence from the presi dency of the Board of Agri cul ture ) was 
part of a general , though not unanimou s , chorus of condemnati on of 
commons and wastes . In 1 795  S i ncl ai r had equated common l ands wi th 
" that barbarou s state of soci ety ,  when men were strangers to any 
h i gher occupati on than those of hunters and shepherds " . 2 The 
hosti · l e atti tude of the Board of Agri cul ture i tsel f was expressed i n  
i ts county survey s .  Peter Foot ' s  report on Mi ddl esex ( 1 794 ) s tated 
that was te 1 ands were a "nui sance to the pub 1 i c "  and shoul d be 
encl osed because they offered l i ttl e assi s tance to the poor.  A 
subsequent survey of the same county by John Mi ddl eton ( 1798 ; second 
edi ti on , 1 807 ) d i sparaged common s  as "the constant rendezvous of 
gi ps i es , strol l ers and other l oose persons • • •  the con stant resort of 
footpads and hi ghwaymen" .3 

Hounsl ow Heath and F i nch l ey Common had particul arly bad reputations 
ari s i ng from thei r strategi c  l oc ati on al ong maj or approaches to 
London. Robert Southey ' s  ficti ona l Spani sh tou ri st commented on 
Hounsl ow Heath at the turn of the century :  

Thi s heath i s  i n famous for the robberi es whi ch 
a re commi tted upon i t , at a l l  hours of the day 
and ni ght ,  though travel l ers and stage-coaches 
a re conti nual ly pas s i ng ;  the band i tti a re chi efly 
horsemen , who strike across wi th thei r booty i nto 
one of the roads whi ch i ntersect it i n  every 
di recti on , and eas i l y  escape pu rsu i t ;  an 
add i ti onal reason for encl osi ng the was te. 4 

Hounsl  ow Heath and Fi  nchl ey Common were vanqu i shed by encl osures 
early i n  the ni neteenth century but Eppi ng Forest,  despi te a narrow 
escape , was rescued and th rown open to the publ i c  duri ng the 1870s. 
I t  was one of the maj or vi ctori es for those fi ghti ng to preserve 
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c onrnons .  By the end of the fol l owing  decade ,  the publ i c  had gai ned 
access  to most metropol i tan commons .  The process varied accordi ng to 
c i rcumstances i n  each l ocal i ty .  Commons were was tes of manors , owned 
by the l ords of the manors but subject to various  ri ghts hel d by the 
free and copyhol d tenants . I f  al l parties agreed that a common 
s houl d be dedi cated to the publ i c ,  the machi nery was i n  pl ace after 
the 1866 Metropol i tan Commons Act to bri ng th i s  about.  I f  there were 
d i sagreements , genera l ly expens i ve ,  frequently lengthy , and often 
b i tter l i ti gati on was the necessary prel ude to the publ i c's securi ng 
untrammel l ed access .  I n  most cases the Metropol i tan Board of Work s 
a s sumed res pons i b i l i ty for management, but l ocal bodies of conserva
tors were another devi ce ,  and in a few other cases , notably Epp i ng 
Forest,  the Ci ty of London took control . 

By the end of the ni neteenth century these metropol i tan commons bore 
l i ttl e resembl ance to the Hounsl ow Heath whi ch shocked Southey ' s  
travel l er .  Most had been subdued , i f  not i n  the sense that S i ncl ai r 
meant,  at least to a level of respectab i l i ty that met wi th mi ddl e
c l ass  approva l .  I n  the twenti eth century many l arge urban park s have 
acqu i red  reputati ons as s i n i ster as those whi ch cl ung to ei ghteenth 
century conrnons. The Vi ctori ans ,  however,  viewed park s and open 
spaces as i nstruments of moral improvement. They were heal thy al ter
natives to the pub and other deb i  1 i tati n� pastimes. Furthermore , 
they were more amenabl e to supervi si on .  Common s ,  on the other 
hand , had l i nk s  wi th pre-i ndustri al  Engl and where they had been,  
among other th i ngs , the vi l l age pl aygrounds . Thei r preservation was 
not a si gnal to resurrect the rowdier popul ar pasti mes of the ei ght
eenth century .  One can ,  perhaps , stretch an ana l ogy and suggest that 
common s were the natural -worl d equi valent to the work i ng cl ass: both 
had to be di vested of unruly and threateni ng el ements before wi nni ng 
acceptance from a mi ddl e-cl ass , urban society .  It is genera l l y  rec
ogn i zed  that the work i ng cl ass  became more i ntegrated i nto Bri ti sh 
society du ri ng the second hal f of the ni neteenth century ,  even i f  
debate persi sts over the exact nature of that i ntegrati on . Gareth 
Stedman J ones empha s i zes the importance of entertai nment i n  weakeni ng 
the pol i ti cal ambi ti on s  of the work i ng cl ass  whi l e Peter Bai l ey 
bel ieves that the work i ng clas s  appeared to conform to mi ddl e-cl ass  
expectati ons as a strategy to secure concessi ons from thei r soci al 
superi ors . Hugh Cunni ngham al so comments on the percepti on by the 
work i ng cl ass  that capi tal i sm was not parti cul arly  vul nerabl e ;  as a 
consequence the goal became to obta i n  the bes t  barga i n  wi th i n the 
system . 6 I ncreased 1 ei sure time was one of the benefi ts sought,  
sometimes i n  pre ference to hi gher wages. 7 Before commons coul d 
take pri de of pl ace as urban ameni ties , the behavi or of those who 
u sed them , notably members of the work i ng cl ass , had to be con
trol l ed .  As part of th i s  process ,  topographi cal su rgery was per
forme d ,  removi ng some of the wi l der features , and gi v i ng some commons 
an uncomfortabl e resembl ance to park s. Thi s  paper exami ne s  atti tudes 
towards open spaces , parti cul arly i n  London , and the percei ved use of 
these both for good and for i l l .  
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The Board of Agri cul ture notwi thstandi ng , there were , of cou rse , 
voi ces that spoke out agai nst encl osures . Indeed , Arthur  Young , 
Secretary to the Board , and an early advocate of encl osures , con
cl u ded i n  180 1  that i n  "ni neteen out of twenty I ncl osure Bi l l s the 
poor ( had bee n )  i nj u red" . 8 Wi l l i am Cobbett was an impl acab l e  oppo
nent of encl osures . As unattractive as he found Hounsl ow Heath , i ts 
encl osure was , i n  his  eyes , a "fresh robbery of vi 1 1  ages , haml ets , 
and farm l abourers • bui l di n gs and abodes " . 9 El sewhere he cl aimed 
that a "fami ly rea red by the si de of a common or forest" was better 
off than a "fami l y  bred  i n  the pesti ferous stench of a town". 10  

The l oss of commons as suppl iers of  fuel , food , bui l di ng materi a l s  
a n d  pasture for the humb l e  cottager was onl y  part o f  the pi cture .  
Thei r l oss as pl aygrounds affected a wi der popul ati on i ncl udi ng those 
whose formal l i nks wi th the manor may have been weak .  As early as 
1801 Joseph Strutt sounded a warni ng as rega rds London: 

The general decay of those man ly and spi ri ted 
exercises , whi ch formerly were practised i n  the 
vi c i ni ty of the metropol is has not arised from 
a ny want of i ncl i nati on i n  the peop l e ,  but from 
the want of pl aces proper for the purpose: such 
as i n  time past had been al l otted to them are now 
covered wi th bui l di ngs ,  or shut up by 
encl osures . ll 

Three decades l ater a Mi ddl esex magistrate descri bed the changes that 
had taken pl ace around London to the Sel ect Commi ttee on Publ i c  Wal ks 
( 1833 ) :  

Wherever there was a n  open space to whi ch people 
coul d have access they wou l d pl ay ,  but they are 
now dri ven from al l • • •  I have wi tnesed thei r 
d i ssatisfac ti on at bei ng expel l ed from fiel d to 
fiel d ,  and bei ng depri ved of al l pl ay-
pl aces . 12 

In  1835 , J . A .  Roebuck publ ished a comparison between the amusements 
of  the aristocracy and those of the "peopl e" . The l atter were havi ng 
thei r commons and greens , on whi ch for generati ons they had had "the 
ri ght of pl ay i n g  cri cket or bowl s or of danci ng" taken away. 13 
Th ree years l ater the comment was made that "footbal l seems to have 
a l most g_one out of use wi th the i ncl osu re of wastes and 
commons" .1.4 

The early Vi ctori ans took smal l steps to amel i orate the effects of 
encl osures on surroundi n g  popul ati ons .  An Act o f  1836 ( 6  & 7 Wi l l .  
I V ,  c ap. 1 1 5 )  sti pul ated that commons wi thi n a certai n  di stance of 
London shoul d not be encl osed but ,  by i tsel f ,  i t  coul d not provi de 
a dequate protecti on . I n  1A37 Joseph Hume persuaded the House of 
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Conrnons to  pass  a resoluti on calli ng for 11open spaces suffi c i ent for 
purposes of exerc i se and recreati on for the nei ghbouri ng  populat i on .. 
to be set as i de when an enclosure took place . Two years later sub
s tanti ally the same moti on wa:s i ntroduced by D . W .  Harvey who noted 
that the p revi ou s  measure had been 11 1 axly 1 ooked after 11 . 1 5  The 
i mportant General Enclosure Act of 1845 contai ned a secti on safe
guardi ng vi llage greens , and one provi d i n g  for the allotment of a 
certa i n  number of acres for recreati on dependi ng on the s i ze of the 
populati on affected.  The vi llage greens could , however ,  be i ncluded 
i n  the recreati on a 1 1  otments . A 1 1  otments were a 1 so to be made for 
gardens  for the labouri ng poor.  ( 8  & 9 Viet . , cap . 1 1 8 ,  sec . 1 5 ,  30 
and  31 ) In fact,  as later sta ti stics  would demonstrate , these pro
v i s i on s  too had been laxly looked afte r . 16  

The  soc i al evils of  c i ti e s ,  exacerbated by shock s of  the magni tude of 
the cholera epi demi c of 1832 , began to recei ve attenti on from mi ddle� 
class  reformers and poli t i c i a ns i n  the second quarter of the century . 
Included i n  the analy s i s  was an assessment of the harm cau sed by a 
lack of open space s .  

One o f  the most alarmi ng con sequences was a resort to alcohol . 
R . A .  Slaney , one of the ea rli est campigners for publi c walk s and 
recreati on grounds , told the House of Conrnons in 1833 : 1 1At present 
the poor workman i n  the large manufacturi ng towns was actually forced 
i nto the pub 1 i c hou s e ,  there bei ng no other p 1 ace for him to amuse 
h imself i n 11 . 1 7  Edwi n Chadwi ck , tes ti fyi ng before the 1834 Select 
Corrm i ttee on Drunkennes s ,  called for 11 public  parks and zoos , museums 
and theatres .. to 1 ure people away from the pub .  He further state d :  

I have heard very strong representati ons of the 
mi schi efs of the stoppage of footpaths and anc i ent 
walk s ,  as contri buti ng , wi th the extens i ve and 
i ndi scrimi nate i nclosure of corrmons whi ch were 
play-grounds , to dri ve the labou ri ng classes to 
the publ i c  hou s e . 18 

That exces s  dri nk i ng was one consequence of the 1 ack of faci 1 i ti es 
for exerci se and recreati on was self-evi dent to mos t  observers . 
Willi am Bardwell , i n  Healthy Homes ( 1854 ) lamented that the London 
workma n ,  unlike hi s Pari s i an counterpa rt who had access to broad 
boulevards , had no places for recreati on 1 1but the tap-rooms , the 
penny theatre or the obscurer  haunts of mi sery and crime.. . He called 
for 1 egi sl ati on to preserve Li ncoln • s Inn F i el ds ( an i ssue at the 
time ) ,  to wi den throughfares , and to expand and preserve commons . 
L i ncoln • s  Inn Fi elds were still an i ssue fou r oyears later when a 
correspondent to the Times urged the owners to open them to the poor 
duri ng the summer : 



The gi n shops at present stand i n  the way of all 
who are l abouri ng i n  thi s  crowded neighbourhood 
for the phy s i cal , moral and spi ri tual i mprovement 
of the poor. Why not try some counter-attracti on 
- i f  not thi s  year ,  at least next summer? 19 

16 

( The Fi eld s  were not opened to the pub l i c  unti l 1A94 although 
restri cted  acces s  had been granted earl i er . ) 

Charles Ki ngsley thought i t  would be more producti ve to take the 
town-dweller i nto the cou ntry s i de than to create patches of country 
i n  the c i ty .  He proposed the erecti on of large block s of workers' 
accommodati on on new s i tes whi ch woul d be surrou nded by open fi elds . 
Thi s recontructed  medi eval i dea would break the li nk between 
drunkenne s s  and bad ai r and hou s i ng . 20 

The connecti on conti nued to be made as pleas for more effecti ve 
acti on by government gathered strength . An address  to the 1867 

·meeti ng of the Nati onal Assoc i ati on for the Promoti on of Soc i al 
Sci ences by the Medi cal Offi cer of Hea 1 th for Paddi ngton dressed up 
the l a nguage somewhat, but del i vered the same message : 

Men c rave for bodi ly and mental relaxati on and 
exci tement,  but, for want of benefi c i al means for 
grati fy i ng th i s  crav i ng ,  are obliged to resort to 
arti f i c i a l  sti mulants, hence the corru pti ng i nflu
ence of dri nk i ng hab i ts felt i n  eve ry secti on of 
the communi ty .  

The speaker cal l ed for more publ i c  money to b e  spent on pl aygrounds, 
gymnas i a ,  publ i c  baths and li brari es . 2 1  

Strutt's depi cti on o f  the decli ne o f  11manly ••• exerci ses 11 touched a 
spot that woul d remai n  sen s i ti ve throughout the century .  In 1824 
Leigh Hunt was wri ti ng i n  the Exami ner of the need for the Engl i sh to 
set asi de grounds for the 11pu rpose of restori ng the manly games of 
thei r ances tors ... Many Young Englanders admi red the hard i ness  of the 
p re-i ndu s tri al  peasant , and Lord John Manners , for one , argued i n  A 
Plea for National  Holy-Days  ( 1842 ) that a restorati on of tradi ti onal 
recreat�on s  was des i rable to arrest the physi cal deteri orati on of the 
l ower cl asses . 22 

A mi ddl e-class i n terpretati on of th i s  senti ment is provi ded in an 
a rti cl e i n  the local  Hack ney paper whi ch presents an i deal i zed 
account of the use of a common . Hackney Downs i s  described as a 
11Vi l l age green .. i n  the ci ty. A summer's day begi n s  wi th ea rly ri sers 
tak i ng thei r morni ng consti tuti onals before break fast .  They are 
foll owed later i n  the morni ng by ch i l dren and thei r nurses who, bei ng 
women 11must tal k 11• Around noon j uvenile cri cketers appear to play 
thei r 11games of manli ness .. followed by grown men and thei r cri cket 
c l ubs .  O n  Saturdays , the whole Downs i s  fi ll ed wi th cri cketers : 



0 c ri cket! I n  every one of thy phases we must 
apostrophi ze thee . Wi th i n they spheres no vi ce 
can be engendere d ,  and not even gambl i ng fi nds a 
place • • •  E nnobl i n g  cri cket ; England may well be 
p roud of thee . 23 

17 

One wonders how often such harmoni ous scenes were played out .  
Perhaps the nurses were dri ven off by errant cri cket balls. 
Certai nly the Metropoli tan Board of Works had to devi se rules to 
ensure that games were played away from footpath s .  I n  1878 , si x 
years after the above account had been penned ,  the s i te was home to 
les s  morally upli fti ng scenes judgi ng from the correspondent who 
complai ned that i t  was 

d i sgraceful that gentlemen cannot go duri ng the 
eveni ng after dusk near the Downs wi thout bei ng 
pestered by women and also that ladi es cannot 
walk wi thout bei ng spoken to and i n sulted by 
filthy fellows . 24 

The creati on of parks rather than the preservati on of commons was the 
i ni ti al response to the pressure for more open spaces . Northern 
i ndustri al ci ti es ,  where the need was mos t  acute , led the way . The 
des i gn of the pa rk at Bi rkenhea d ,  opened i n  1847 , was the fi rst to 
g i ve expl i c i t  recogni ti on to the use of parks as places for play i n g 
game s .  Thi s  pattern conti nued i n  Manchester and elsewhere . 2 5 
Edwi n Chadwi ck had prai sed London ' s  pa rks as provi di ng opportuni ties  
for recreati on whi ch were superi or to 1 1pleasure s  that (were ) 
expensi ve ,  demoral i z i n g ,  and i nj u r i ou s  to the health 11 . 26 Despi te 
thei r consi derable acreage , the parks i n  London were concentrated i n  
the Wes t  E nd 1 eavi ng some of the mos t  crowded areas of the regi on 
q u i te desti tute of open spaces . 

The two maj or creation s  i n  London duri ng the early Vi c tori an peri od 
were Vi ctori a and Battersea Parks. ( Regent • s Park was opened to the 
publ i c  i n  the ea rly 1840s, but i t  had not been desi gned as a publi c 
park .  Nash , howeve r ,  had redesi gned St.  J ames ' s  Park i n  1828 as a 
publ i c  park ,  perhaps the fi rst i n  England . 27 ) The Bill 
authori z i ng Vi ctori a Park passed i n  1842 ;  work began i n  1844 ,  and the 
park opened , unfi n i shed , i n  1845 .  That some 20,000 people vi s i ted 
the uncompleted park on one day in 1846 testi fies to the hunger for 
open spaces i n  the east end. 28 Parli amenta ry approval for 
Battersea Park was gi ven i n  1846 but work di d not get underway until 
1854 . The s i ti ng of Vi ctori a Park had ri d the area of a place of 
d i s repute, Bonne r ' s F i eld . 29 Simila rly , Battersea Park provi ded 
a welcomed transformati on of Battersea Fi elds whi ch the Times 
recalled in 1857 were on thei r way to becomi ng the 1 1future lllQral and 
phy s i cal plague spot of the metropoli sn . 30 Walter Besant 
11 Shi  vered11 when he  remembered the F i elds from hi s youth : they were 
11low, flat,  damp , and • • •  treeles s  • • •  at no time of the year would the 
Battersea Fi elds look anythi ng but drearyn . 3 1  Some of the less 
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desi rabl e cha racters dri fted to nearby open spaces such as 
Kenni ngton C oman ( made i nto a park i n  1852 ) and  C l apham Common . 

O b servers expressed approval of the moral metamorphos i s wrought by 
V i c tori a Park : 

Many a man whom I was accustomed to see pas s i ng 
the Sunday i n  utter i dl ene s s ,  smok i ng at his door 
i n  hi s shi rt sl eeves , unwashed and unshaven , now 
dres ses h i msel f as neatly and cl eanly as he i s  
able,  and wi th h i s  wi fe or ch i l dren i s  seen wal k
i ng i n  the park on the Sunday eveni n g . 32 

Forme rly the whol e nei ghbou rhood was terri fi ed i n  
the ea rl y part of every week by weavers and 
others hunting bul l ocks th rough the streets , but 
now tha t  a park ha s been made for them and 
rati onal amusements prov i ded they a re much 
a l tered for the better. 33 

Later i n  the centu ry Battersea Park was dubbed the 11great Sunday 
l ou nge of vari ous subdi vi s i on s  i n  the commun i ty ,  from the head clerk 
down to the juni or porter 11 . 34 

H . J. Dyo s  rema rked that Vi ctori an  parks were 11 above al l expressi ons 
of good mannersn.35 There were sceptics, however, who doubted 
whether the l ower classes  woul d  express  good manners once i n si d� the 
parks. Others were more optimi s ti c. In  1833 Sl aney expect�d that 
publ i c  wal ks woul d have a benefi c i al i n fl uence by promoti ng 
i nter-cla s s  contact: 

A ma n wal k i ng out wi th hi s fami l y  among h i s nei gh
bours of di ffe rent ranks , wi l l  natura l ly be des i r
ou s to be properly cl othed and that h i s wi fe 
shoul d be a l so; but th i s  des i re duly di rec ted and 
control l ed ,  i s  found  by experi ence to be of the 
most powerful e ffect i n  promoti ng C i v ili sati on and 
exc i ti ng i ndustry . 36 

George Godwi n ,  reporti ng on the experimenta 1 openi ng of the Temp 1 e 
gardens decl ared that i t  was 

worthy of noti ce that the most orderly conduct 
has been observed , and no damage done , al though 
many chi l dren have been admi tted , to ei ther grass  
or  fl owers . I n  the weekday s • • •  a l l persons 
decently dressed , wi th or wi thout ch i l dren are 
admi tte d ,  and none have compl ai ned of noi se or 
i nconveni ence . 
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Godwi n acknowl edged , however , that chi l dren of the very poor probably 
stayed away from farks because the " i l l -cl ad (were ) often l ooked at 
wi th susp i c i on" . 3 

Not that the broad open l awns coul d be expected to i n sti l model 
behav i or on thei r own. The pol i ce were a useful adjunct here, as 
they 

3
w
8
ere an i ncrea s i ng presence i n  many facets of worki ng-cl ass  

l i fe .  Letters to the Times compl a i ni ng of  di sorderly or 
crimi nal behav i or on the parks of London often c i ted "a few extra 
pol i cemen"  as the requi red remedy . 39 

Because they were pri vate property, commons presented l e s s  strai ght
forward di  1 emma s for those wi sh i ng to contro 1 offensi ve acti vi ty .  
The hi s tory of the preservati on of commons i s  often tol d as the story 
of concerned mi ddl e-cl ass  acti vi sts rescu i ng these la nds from greedy 
l andl ords , heartl ess bu i l ders and rapac i ou s  ra i l way-men for the 
benefi t of the poor.  Whi 1 e there were confl i cts between commoners 
a nd 1 ords of the manors whi ch resemb 1 ed th i s  pattern , an equall y 
s trong i ncent i ve was to pu ri fy phy s i ca l ly and morally decl i n i ng open 
spaces and turn them i nto ( or reta i n  them as ) pl easant envi ronments 
whi ch enhanced the nei ghbou rhood and boosted property va 1 ues. Even 
a fter a common was pl aced under the au thority of the Metropol i tan 
Board of Works , i nhabi tants conti nued to pu sh for greater surve i l 
l ance or for more extensi ve al terati ons . 

I n  some cases l ocal comm i ttees had formed to care for thei r common 
1 ong befo re any h i nt of schemes for turni ng them over to 1 ocal 
a uthori ti es had ari sen . The weal thy i nhabi tants of Cl apham organi zed 
i n  the mi d-ei ghteenth century and carri ed out a number of improve-
ments . Nonethel ess nui sances such as fa i rs conti nued to 
o ffend. 40 I n  1836 thei r successors negoti ated l eases for the 
manori al  ri ghts of the two l ords of the manor and managed the common 
unti l the Metropol i tan Boa rd assumed control i n  1877 .  The l engthy 
transfer spu rred impati ent demands th at somethi ng be done about the 
"objec ti onabl e practi ces" such as donkey rac i ng and obscene l anguage 
wh i ch were i njuri ous to the "moral s of the you ng" and annoy i n g  to the 
" respec tabl e i n habi tants " . 41  Similarly, on much smal l er Peckham 
Rye CorJm:�on a commi ttee 1 eased and managed the common, supported by 
contri buti ons (app roxi mately £100 a year )  from the area . They hoped 
that the Metropol i tan  Board woul d be able to provi de stronger super
v i s i on, and i ns tanced thei r i nabi l i ty to prevent a fai r  on the common 
a s  proof of thei r rel ati ve i mpotence . 42 

Compl a i nts about nui sances on Wimb 1 edon Common 1 ed the 1 ord of the 
manor , Earl Spencer, to propose a scheme by wh i ch 700 of i ts 1000 
acres woul d be encl osed to form a nark whi l e  the rema i ning acres 
woul d be sol d to provi de money to compensate the commoners for the i r  
ri ghts . But oppos i ti on arose from the outset among those who 
resented any suggesti on of a park or fenc i ng ,  and who doubted whether 
the n u i sances were as severe as ori gi nally suggeste d . 43 The 
i ssue went  to Parl i ament and was the spu r behi nd  the 1866 Metropol
i tan Commons Act . 



20 

Detracti ons of vari ous sorts were also to be found on Wandsworth 
Conunon ; among them were pri soners released from Wandsworth Jai  1 and 
untended gravel pi ts whi ch filled wi th water.  A wi tness before the 
Select Commi ttee on Metropol i tan  Open Spaces ( 1865 )  descri bed how he 
had found  the body of a man who had drowned i n  such a p i t . 44 

Gyps i es seem to have been almost uni versally di sliked and mi stru sted, 
and thei r removal from a common was, for many, a prerequi s i te to that 
common becomi ng respectable . The Wandsworth D i stri ct Board of Works 
recei ved compla i nts about thei r presence on Tooti ng Beck Common i n  
the mi d-1860s, but havi ng limi ted powers, could only request the 
poli ce and lord of the manor to remove them . Thei r di spersal one 
year was no guarantee that they waul d stay away the next.  45 One 
wi tness  before the Select Commi ttee admi tted that he liked gypsies  
a nd di d not  fi n d  them a nui sance.  Thi s  was probably a mi nori ty view .  
Earl Spencer ' s  steward told the same Commi ttee : 11lt i s  generally 
supposed to be the normal state of a gi psy to make a nu i sance of 
h imself 11 . 46 The keeper employed by the Metropol i tan Board on 
Tooti n g  Beck reported that he had had 11 some trouble and strong 
opposi ti on.. from the gypsy commun i ty there. Another res i dent wrote 
that th e gyp si es 11worr_y people for water, rob thei r gardens and 
destroy the Common .. . Iff Gypsies appeared on many of the 
metropoli tan common s  and usually faced the same type of hostili ty .  
I n  Hackney they were accused of runni ng a cock-shy game u s i n g  two 
groups such that one could always warn the other of the approach of a 
keeper .  The Board authori zed thei r keeper to patrol i n  street 
clothes . 48 The Times had recogni zed that i f  any group could 
establ i s h  a ri ght to a common based on long usage, i t  would be the 
gypsi es, but, overall people were not prepared to extend sympathy to 
them . 49 

As often as not it was el ements i n  the local populat i on and not 
i ti nerants who i nci ted mi ddle-cla ss  i ndi gnati on . The Fulham Board of 
Works, hopeful that the 1865 Parli amentary Commi ttee would produce 
results, made a blanket condemnation  of the 11 di  sgraceful purposes to 
whi ch the Commons and open spaces of the Manor of Ful ham are sub
j ec ted 11 . 50 A Blackheath deputati on wai ted upon the Metropoli tan 
Board of Works i n  1869 wi th a claim  that the Heath wa s 11rapi dly bei ng 
destroyed by the number of costermongers and others who almost con
s tantly took possess i on of i t 11•  Furthermore 11th ere was no adequate 
police control over the rough characters • • •  whose language was of the 
most foul and di s gu sti ng character .. . 51 

Many res i dents of Shepherd ' s  Bush had wanted thei r common to be con
verted i nto a proper park ( contrary to the sentiments i n  most places ) 
a nd conti nued to lobby the Board to adopt th i s  suggesti on after the 
Boa rd acqu i red the Common i n  1871. Despi te the by-1 aws whi ch were 
i ntroduced proscri bi ng a great vari ety of acti v i ty, i t  was bel i eved 
that a park would be more decorou s .  One res i dent wrote that the 
s i tuati on was so bad that 1 1houses fronti ng the Common have been 
obli ged to keep the bli nds down .. . 5 z Ten res i dents appended 
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thei r s i gnatures to the fol l owi ng compl ai nt whi ch exempl i fi es the 
i ncrea s i n g  di scomfort of rusti c survi val s i n  the town: 

We the unders i g ned • • •  beg to l ay before you the 
fol l owi ng facts : - Duri ng the week Donkeys of 
both sexes--vary i ng i n  number from 12 to 16 
assembl e • • •  for the pu rpose of grazi ng and for 
hi re; duri ng the day acts of a trul y  di sgusting 
character are commi tted by these animal s under 
our wi ndows i n  si ght of our wi ves and daughters 
--We beg al so to state that thi s  i s  a great 
publ i c  thoroughfare-- • • •  Ladi es i n  carri ages , 
Mothers accompani ed by thei r daughters--l adi e s , 
school s ,  nursery ma i ds--a l l  are to be seen i n  
vast numbers • • •  wi th i n  a few feet of where these 
truly di sgu sti ng exh i bi ti ons occu r . 53 

These l etters were more than reci tal s by offended moral i sts. As 
menti one d ,  property val ues were percei ved to be at ri sk if commons 
were al l owed to get out of hand . A busi nessman at Shepherd's Bu sh , 
wri ti ng  fi ve yea rs after the above l etter,  descri bes the type of 
behavi or--commi tted by peopl e thi s  ti me--that hi s cl ass  di sl i ked: 

I am requi red by owners and tenants of houses i n  
Park Vi l l as ,  Shepherd ' s  Bush Green to draw your 
attenti on to the abuse of the u se of the porti on 
of the Common recently re-opened to the publ i c ,  
the abu se con s i sti ng i n  the accumul ati on of paper 
l y i n g  abou t ,  the congregati on of di rty unshod 
chi l dren , men bri ngi ng cans of beer on to the 
Green and there dri nk i ng i t  and lyi ng about 
sprawl i ng i n  a state of more than semi -drunken
nes s .  Gi rl s turni ng heel s up over the rai l i ngs of 
the common and expos i ng thei r persons thereby 
i ndecentl y , and tramps actual ly l ousi ng themsel ves 
on the seats . 

As I wri te there are now men ly i ng about ful l  
l ength asl eep , and di rty ragged boys wi th 
scarcely an arti cl e of cl oth i ng k i cki ng thei r 
heel s up wi thi n  13 yards of the drawi ng room 
wi ndows of houses occup i ed by tenants pay i n g  £75 
per annum rental . These a re si ghts i n  no way 
cal cul ated to keep the pl ace as a resort for 
respec tabl e peopl e  or to save property i n  the 
immedi ate nei ghbou rhood from the natural resul t 
of such s ights: namely to dri ve away a good 
tenantry .  54 

Another bl ack spot was London Fi el ds , Hack ney . A l etter to the l ocal 
newspaper i n  1868 dec l ared that the di sgraceful scenes "were enough 
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to make any one bel i eve they were l i vi ng amongst Goths and Vandal s, 
rather than i n  the mi dst of a ci vi l i zed communi ty" . 55 After the 
Metropol i tan B oard had undertaken extens i ve improvements, a res i dent 
of one of the 1 arge houses warned tha t  they would not succeed "when 
hundreds of di rty chi l dren are al l owed • • •  to i n fest the F i el ds, to 
cl imb the trees and wal k  on the pal i ngs • • •  the noi se and the worry are 
horri bl en . 56 

Commons around London had 1 ong been resorted to for the hi ri ng of 
pon i es and donkeys,57 whi l e  weal th i er c i ti zens had used them as 
ri di ng and graz i ng grounds for thei r own horses . The keeper at 
Tooti ng reported that the common was a .. favou ri te resort of the 
Gentry for thei r morn i ng and eveni ng ri des " . 58 Ri di ng was, 
however, des tructi ve of the surface and the fi rst i nsti nct of the 
Metropol i tan Board was to ban i t  compl etely or to restri ct i t  to 
des i gnated  areas ( often speci al ly constructed ri des ) .  At Tooti ng the 
equestri ans  successful ly fought thi s  pol i cy and won the ri ght to ri de 
over the enti re surface unti l 1884 . 59 The i ntru s i on of 
horse-l ess  mi ddl e-cl ass  res i dents doomed the pol i cy .  In nearby 
Cl apham, the Board ' s  dec i s i on i n  1880 not to extend faci l i ti e s  for 
equestri a n s  was descri bed  as wel come news to 11thou sandsn . 6 0  

Respectab 1 e opi n i on o n  horse ri di ng may have di vi ded between those 
who owned  horses and those who d i d  not, but i t  was uni ted i n  
di sapproval of donkey and pony ri di ng by thei r soc i al i nferi ors . 
Thi rty-four res i dents of Bl ackheath si gned a peti tion to the 
Metropol i tan Board aga i nst a new donkey stand : 

Even from our very houses we and our fami l i es 
wi l l  be compel l ed to wi tness and l i sten to that 
d i sg race ful conduct, and fri ghtful language, 
whi ch appear to be i n separabl e from the pu rsu i t  
o f  Donkey dri v i ng • • •  An ever i ncrea s i ng crowd of 
the l owest characters wi l l  be con stantly assem
bl ed i n  the nei ghbourhood of the Stand, and that 
whi ch has hi therto been a comparati vel y qu i et 
part of the Heath wi l l  become such a scene of 
riot and confu s i on, that we foresee that many of 
the resi dents wi l l  be compel l ed to l eave thei r  
houses, and that a seri ou s deprec i ati on i n  the 
value of property must i nevi tabl y  ensue . 6 1  

A t  Hampstead, over 400 peopl e s i gned a peti t i on i n sti gated by the 
vicar  agai nst the practi ce of donkey hi ri ng on Sunday s .  They 
objected  to the empl oyment of men and boys on the Sabbath, the 
p rofani ty that accompani ed the "cruel beati ng"  of the animal s, and 
the "di sg1.1sti ng scene s "  caused by " fema l es fal l i ng off the 
donkeys " . oz 

To cu rta i l  abuses, the Board adopted a system of l i cenc i ng those who 
l et animal s for hi re on the common s  under i ts control . The RSPCA 
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c redi ted the i nnovation  wi th reduc i no the l evel of cruel ty and i t  had 
the further benefi t of establi shi ng uni form charges. 63 

A s im i l ar remedy was appl i ed to l aundr.esses on Hampstead Heath and 
Blackheath . Oppos i ti on on th i s  i ssue was bi furcated as the nu i sance 
val ue had to be wei ghed aga i n s t  the need for clothes to be dri ed . A 
correspondent mi ght wri te to the Times compl ai n i ng that the 
l aundresses had appropri ated some of the pretti est secti ons of 
Hampstead Heath , 64 but at Blackheath the l aundreesses secured 
many supporters . Thei r ma i n  detractors were trades peopl e worri ed 
abou t the effect of 1 aundry dry i ng across from thei r shops. They 
perhaps  overstated thei r case by rai s i ng the spectre of the 
laundres ses 11 asserti ng thei r ri ghts 11 and exclud i ng the publ i c  from 
parts of the heath . By i ssu i ng annual li cences to those who coul d 
demonstrate that they had used the heaths for thei r trade , and by 
refu s i n g  to grant the pri v i lege to new laundresses , the Board al l owed 
attri ti on to solve the probl em . When the Board ceased i ts operati ons 
i n  1A88-89 there were seven laundresses remai ning on Hampstead Heath 
( 14 li cences had been i s sued i n  1877 )  and three on Bl ackheath ( 13 had 
been gra nted in 1874 ) . 65 

Appeals for stri cter  controls over the commons both in the sense of 
regul ati ng behav i or and tendi ng the surface never compl etely died .  
Nonethel ess  the s tandard o f  conduct hardl y represented a seriou s 
cri s i s .  The Board • s  keepers seem to have been effecti ve despi te 
occasi  anal outbreaks of petty corrupti on among thei r ranks. They 
were i nstructed to relax the by-l aws on Bank Holi days but the result 
was the oppos i te of chaos� Reports by the keepers i nva ri ably 
descri be the l arge crowds as well -behaved wi th only mi nor i nfractions 
of the rul es ( often gambli n g ) .  On the other hand these acti v i ti es 
remai ned somewhat short of the standard hoped for by the promoters of 
rati onal recreati on. But i n  1878 W. S. J evons l ooked sympatheti cal l y  
o n  the poor at play : 

Wi tness the Bank Holi day on Hampstead Heath , 
where the best fun of the young men and women 
consi sts i n  squ i rti ng at each other wi th those 
detes table metal p i pes whi ch some base gen i u s  
h a s  i nvented.  

He  fel t that they had been ill-served by a soc i ety that had  sup
p ressed popul ar amusements. The peopl e had forgotten how to amuse 
themselves and consequently acted with .. sensel ess vulgari ty .. when l et 
loose i n  the fresh ai r . 66 By the l as t  decades of the nineteenth 
century the work i ng clas s  had not become poorer cl ones of the mi ddl e 
-cl ass  but nei ther were they a potenti al source of revoluti on. 

Though mi n dful of the di sti ncti on between commons and parks , the 
Metropol i tan  Board of Works sowed grass , pl anted trees , and built 
paths on thei r new acqu i s i ti on s .  Furze and gorse were th i nned to 
reduce the ri sk of fi re , or , as at Clapham , to prevent nui sances 



24 

a r1 s 1 ng from the want of cl osets and uri nal s " . 67 Commons  gai ned 
a n  affi n i ty wi th parks more bi ndi ng than that whi ch bound the work i ng 
a n d  mi ddle clas ses but the di fferences remai ned . A 1 ecture by a 
Clapham anti quary i n  1885 captures the sense of what was jettisoned 
when the comnon s were "subdued" and what survi ved . He i s  descri bi ng 
Clapham Common: 

The goose i s  gone, and the gorse i s  goi ng to--
the turf i s  worn away, and looks b rown and thread 
bare ;  yet i t  i s  a nobl e  expanse, rescued from the 
i nvad i ng bri cks and mortar whi ch surround i t. 

The di tches are fi lled up, and thei r li ne can no 
longer be traced, al though i t  once formed fron
tiers of contendi ng pari shes . The ponds are ci r
cumscri bed wi th pos ts and rai l s .  The �any noti ce
-boards, threateni ng pai ns  and penal ties agai nst 
offenders, somewhat repress the free spi rit  of the 
pl ace ; but the l i fe-gi vi ng ai r cannot be confi ned, 
as i t  blows fresh and free i t  fi l l s  the l ungs of 
many youthful athletes, who ga i n  new l i fe i n  their 
heal thy pastime . 68 

Nei l Thornton 
Uni vers i ty of Adel ai de 
South Austral i a  
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Thomas Carlyl e :  A Bi ography . By Fred Kapl an . I thaca , N . Y . : Cornel l 
University Press , 1983. p p .  614 . 

I t  i s  al ways amazi ng to me that anyone vol untari ly  chooses to focus 
on  a Vi ctori an author as  prol i fi c  and l ong-l i ved as Thomas Carlyl e :  
the sheer  vol ume of primary materi al s al one to be at l east sk immed 
through i f  not mas tered woul d i ntimi date even the seasoned schol a r .  
Consequentl y , th i s  1 a tes t  bi ography o f  Carlyl e by Fred Kapl an seems 
to be a maj or schol arly achi evement. Unl i ke the monumental four 
- vol ume bi ography compl eted in 1884 by J ames Anthony Froude, so l ong  
con s i dered the standard one , Kapl an 1 s  Thomas Carl yl e  is  much more 
even handed and objecti ve . Al though Kapl a n ,  for exampl e ,  l i ke Froude 
p rovi des consi derabl e evi dence of Carlyl e 1 s  egoti sm and spl een , he 
a l so i l l u strates such pos i ti ve aspects of Carlyl e 1 s personal i ty as 
h i s  pass i onate l oya l ty to others and h i s  superb sense of i rony . Yet, 
u nl i ke Froude 1 s  ri val b i ographer D . A .  Wi l son who produced what G . B .  
Tenny son descri bes as 11 the grand compendi urn of i nformati on about 
Carlyl e .. i n  s i x  vol umes 11to prove that Carlyl e cou l d do no wrong , .. 
Kapl an synthesi zes hi s materi al and presents i t  i n  a scrupul ously 
schol arly and l ogical  way . l Hi s sources are meti cul ously 
a nnotated ; h i s arrangement of the mai n  facts of Carlyl e 1 s  l i fe i s  
sensi bl e and cl ear ;  and , al though hi s workman-1 i ke prose general ly 
l ack s the pas s i on and  rhetori cal col our of Carlyl e • s  detractors or 
champi ons , it often has a l uc i d  obj ecti vi ty that bui l ds an image 
through the pai nstak i ng accreti on of fact and deta i l . 

Accordi ng  to hi s Preface , Kapl an hoped , i n  emul ation of Carlyl e him
sel f ,  to 11 take ri s k s , both i n  the sha p i ng and i n  the express i on of 
h i s  subject 1 s  l i fe 11 and 11to put ( Carlyl e 1 s )  l i fe and hi s assumpti ons 
i n  modern perspecti ve . .  ( p .  11 ) . Yet fortunatel y ,  whatever 11 ri s k s 11 he 
may have taken , Kapl an makes Carl yl e 1 S  l i fe remarkably i ntel l i gi bl e  
to modern readers , wi thout di s torti ng i t  to the degree that Carlyl e 1 S 
v i s i on of himsel f di s torted that of hi s subj ects . Kapl a n  pi l es up 
the evi dence wi th remarkably l i ttl e rhetori cal col orati on and , for 
the mos t  part, 1 ets the reader draw hi s own concl usi ons . Gi ven the 
v i ol ent controversy that has surrounded Carlyl e 1 S  l i fe ,  parti cul a rly  
concerni ng  hi s rel ati onshi p wi th h i s  wi fe ,  Kapl an seems to have 
c hosen the wi sest tacti c and handl es it qu i te adroi tly .  I n  fact ,  i n  
the fi rst ei ght chapters , deal i ng wi th the rel ati vely uncontroversi al 
fi rst ha 1 f of Carlyl e 1 s 1 i fe ,  the danger i s  that we wi l l  be over
whel med by the sheer mas s  of detai l s  before we can begi n to see any 
s hape to them at al l .  

I f  the bi ography i s  bes t  where Kapl an l ets the facts speak for them
sel ves , i t  i s  worst where he sel f-consci ously  tri es to impart a di s
t i ncti vely modern rhetorical  fl avour to hi s prose . I ndeed , perhaps 
the book 1 s maj or shortcomi ng is i ts 1 ack of what mi ght be ca 1 1  ed 
s tyl i sti c decorum . He occa si onall y uses such Ameri cani sms as .. to 
author11 or 11to fantasy .. and anachroni stic terms such as .. taxi cab .. 
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for whi ch Dav i d Dai ches takes him to task i n  h i s  otherwi se l audatory 
rev i ew i n  the Carlyl e Newsl etter,  No . 5 .  In  addi ti on , Kapl an 
sometimes rel i es on a fashionable psychol ogi cal jargon that bel i es 
the superfi c i al methodol ogy beh i nd i t  and obscures rather than 
cl ari fi es Carlyl e ' s  moti vati ons .  Here ,  for i nstance , he enl arges on 
Carlyl e ' s  own rather abstract sel f-assessmen t :  

11Ti 1 1  not very 1 ong ago,  11 he wrote to 
J ames Johnston , 11 I i magi ned my whol e duty to 
consi st i n  thi nk i ng and enduri ng . I t  now appears 
that I ought not only to suffer but to act . 11 I t  
seemed to h im that the sufferi ng caused by the 
i nteracti on between personal confusi on and 
cul tural i mperati ves coul d be decreased by some 
commi tment to and i mmersi on i n  constructi ve 
work--an i dea that had antecedents i n  Cl assi cal 
and Chri stian  cul ture and that was exp ressed with 
spec i al force i n  the ri gorous work i mperati ves of 
the Cal vi ni sti c  worl d from whi ch Carl yl e had 
emerge d .  ( p .  55 ) 

Carlyl e ' s  own statement seems much cl earer and more forceful to me 
than the ostensi bly expl anatory jargon of 11i nteraction • • •  

i mperati ves • • •  colllni tment11 that fol l ows . And 11commi tment11 i n  
parti cul ar i s  a vogue word to whi ch Kapl an i n deed seems overl y 
commi tted : 11 h i s vi rtues necessi tated her commi tment to him11 ( p .  75 ) ;  
11 i mpressed by h i s  • • •  Chri sti an co11111i tment • • •  they made a generous 
offer11 ( p .  78 ) . 

At times , too , when Kapl an stri ves to add col our to the narrati ve , 
the attempt i s  stra i ne d :  11 He ( Carlyl e )  dodged noi sy l ocati ons and 
avari c i ou s  bedbug s 11 ( p .  55 ) ; 11 0nly by k i ss i ng the ghosts on thei r 
shadowy 1 i ps coul d he feel the pressure of hi s own real i ty 11 ( p .  268 ) . 
Such purpl e patches mi ght not be ami s s  i n  Carlyl e ' s  own baroque 
p rose ; i n  . Kapl an ' s  more workaday styl e they are sl i ghtly 
embarra ss i ng .  

A more substanti ve error i nto whi ch Kapl an occa s i onal l y  fal l s  i s  to 
a utomati cal l y  assume someth i ng was as stated because Carlyl e 
h imsel f sai d so . Kapl an makes cl ear i n  h i s  P reface that th i s  i s  
not to be primari l y  a l i terary-cri tical bi ography , and th i s  l ack of a 
more ri gorously anal yti cal approach to whatever Carlyl e wrote can be 
mi sl eadi n g .  When Kapl an descri be.s Carl yl e ' s  wri ti ng of the 
Remi ni scences , for exampl e ,  he appears to accept Carlyl e ' s  state�ent 
that the biographi cal anecdotes about . Jane Wel s h  Carl yl e noted down 
by Geral di ne Jewsbu ry were i naccurate i n  thei r detai l s  1 1though the 
' recogni ti on of the character i s  general l y  true and fai thful . ' 11 
Kapl an concl ude s :  

The subj ect ( of Jane ' �  early l i fe } ,  di storted i n  
i ts detai l s , rose before h i m  al most a s  i f  she 
( J ane)  were sti l l  al i ve ;  and preci sely because of 
i ts i n suffi ci ency as a portra i t Geral di ne ' s  
account demanded correcti on and elaborati on . 
( p .  478) 
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In  fact ,  in  the vi vi d concreteness of the i r  deta i l --Gera l di ne had 
orig .i na 1 1 y  taken down the 11 stori es 11 from J ane hersel f-- , the 
a necdotes present a wi fe qu i te di fferent from the sai nted paragon 
c reated by Carlyl e i n  h i s essay .  I f  anythi ng ,  they i rri tated hiM  
p rec i sely because of thei r  candour about her  tough-mi ndedness and the 
11 tri al 11 and 11 Stra i n 11 of her marri ed l i fe .  

Another i nstance of Kapl an ' s  wi l l i ngness  to accept th i ngs at face 
val ue occurs ea rl i er i n  h i s  descri pti on of The L i fe of J ohn Sterl i ng ,  
a dmi ttedly ,  al though one of Carlyl e ' s  most popul ar works 1 n  its day , 
one of those l ea s t  subjec ted to any modern cri tical  analysi s .  L i k e  
many o f  the contemporary revi ewers ,  sti l l  reel i ng from the. shock i ng 
v i ol ence of the Latter-Day Pamphl ets , Kapl a n  cl aims that the bio
graphy is  11muted and quite favorable11 to i ts subject and prai ses the 
11 benefi cent warmth 11 of 11the book as  a whol e .  1 1  Al though he quotes 
Carlyl e ' s own descri pti on of i t  as 11 1 a  l i ght portrai t • • •  of an 
u nimportant but very beauti ful , patheti c and rather si gni fi cant, 
human 1 i fe in our century • , 11 he fa i 1 s to take i n to account the wei ght 
of the adj ecti ves 11 ' unimportant ' 11 and 11 ' patheti c ' 11 that more accura
tely refl ect the bri l l i antly ruth l ess  undercutti ng of Sterl i ng ' s  
abi l i ti es and accompl i s hments that occurs th roghout that vol ume ( p .  
373 ) . How many attempts have there been s i nce Carlyl e ' s  1 1benefi cent" 
hatchet j ob i n  1851  to re-eval uate the much wi tti er,  more pol i she·d 
and  i nc i s i ve Sterl i ng ' s l etters or works? And how ll)any cri tics have 
managed to free themsel ves of Carlyl e ' s  devas tati ng judgment on his 
much bel oved contemporary?  

� 

Fortunately , i n  asses s i ng Carlyl e ' s actual rel ations wi th hi s contem
porari es , Kapl an i s  much l es s  superfi c i al . Moreover , the book i s  
refreshi ngly free of an overri di ng des i re to protect the great man or 
the tender sens i bi 1 i ti es of i ts gentl e rea ders . Kap 1 an • s accounts , 
for exampl e ,  of Carlyl e ' s  extraordi nary l i ai son wi th Lady Harri et 
Ashbu rton or hi s appal l i ng treatment of Henry Lark i n ,  a young di s
c i pl e  and hard-work i ng ass i stant,  are wonderful l y  ful l and vi v i d  
wi thout bei ng ei ther pru ri ent or sensati onal . I n  fact,  as far as I 
can recal l ,  many of the detai l s  and quotati ons here do not appear i n  
a ny o f  the other bi ograph i es I have read .  

A t  the same time , al though adequate attenti on i s  pai d to J ane Wel sh , 
the central focus i s  al way s  Carlyl e h imsel f .  Readers of the 
Carlyl es ' j oi nt correspondence or the Hanson s ' b i ography of J ane , 
Necessary Evi l , may mi s s  the bri l l i ant wi t of her acerb i c  and imagi 
native letters . Quotati ons here mai nly serve to i l l umi nate some 
aspect of Carl yl e or hi s rel ati ons wi th her .  Yet because he docu
ments the compl exi ty of Carlyl e • s devel opment and personal i ty so 
thoroughl y , Kapl an does make much  about Jane cl ear :  Carlyl e ' s  al l 
- perva s i ve obsess i on wi th hi s work , for exampl e ,  hi s compl ete devo
ti on to h i s  mothe r ,  h i s  tormented· persona l i ty and h i s  expl os i ve 
temperament may wel l have undermi ned the heal th , determi nati on and 
sel f-con fi dence of a sturd i e r  and l es s  sensi ti ve person than Jane ,  no 
matter how devoted.  At hi s bes t ,  what Kapl an accompl i shes i s  to 
demon stra te that Jane ' s  l i fe i s  cl early more tha n  the cauti ona ry tal e  
o f  a wi fe who sacri fi ces al l for her husband • s gen i u s  and that 
Carlyl e ' s  portra i t  i s  i n fi n i te l y  more than the sum of i ts warts . By 
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avoi d i n g  the p i tfal l s  of pa rti sans h i p  and controversy undermi n i n g  
earl i er work s as wel l  as  much o f  the too easy psychol ogi zi ng ,  
narrownes s  or superfi c i a l i ty ma rri ng some more recent efforts , Kapl a n 
has  produced a remarkably even handed and schol arly bi ography that , 
desp i te i ts styl i s tic  i nfel i c i ti e s ,  may wel l fi nal ly supersede 
F roude ' s  as the standard l i fe of Carlyl e .  

NOTES 
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Robert Sk i del sky , John Maynard Keynes :  Hope Betrayed 1883 - 1920, 
London : Macmi l l an ,  1983. I-XVIII' 1-447. 

Thi s vol ume i s  of maj or i ntel l ectual si gni fi cance to al l speci al i sts 
i n  l ate V i c tori an , Edwardi an and Great War studi es . I n  what promi ses 
to be the most compl ete and candi d bi ography of Keynes yet wri tten , 
Sk i del s ky provi des h i s tori ans  of i deas and economi c s , as wel l  as 
devotees of Bl oomsbu ry ,  wi th provocati ve theses rendered al l the more 
absorb i ng by the cl ari ty of h i s wri ti ng and the use of new materi al . 
I ndee d ,  th i s  vol ume wi l l  l i kely j o i n  Sk i del sky ' s  earl i er work on the 
Second L abour Government as requ i red readi ng both for upper  1 eve 1 
u ndergraduate and graduate students i n  Modern B ri ti sh Studies . 

D r .  Sk i del sky ' s  study l a rgely  repl aces Si r Roy Harrod ' s  offi c i al 
l i fe ,  publ i shed i n  1 95 1 . Harrod attempted to sancti fy Keynes ,  not 
only as the central economi c thi nker of ou r time , but al so as a man 
of prob i ty and compassi on .  Gi ven hi s Victori an procl i vi ty to reveal 
only the best i n  Keynes ' thou ght, and parti cul arl y  i n  h i s character,  
and  con stra i ned by Keynes ' hoveri ng rel ati ves and fri ends , Harrod ' s  
di screet approach i s  understandabl e .  Moreover ,  because of the pre
cari ou s  economi c rel ationshi p Bri tai n  had at the time wi th a 
McCarthey i te Ameri ca , Harrod may have been more than personal l y  
rel uc tant to reveal Keyne s ' profl i gate homosexual behavi our.  After 
al l ,  Keynes had been the maj or Bri ti sh economi s t  to negoti ate wi th 
Ameri ca i n  the immedi ate post-Worl d Wa r I I  peri od over the di ffi 
cul ti es Atl ee ' s  Government faced regardi ng obl i gati ns under Lend 
-Lease and the need for an American l oa n .  

· 
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Sk i del sky has  corrected many of Ha rrod ' s  omi s s i ons by a very frank 
exposi ti on of the strengths and weak nesses of Keynes ' character , hi s 
devel opment at Eto n ,  h i s comp l ex rel ations h i ps wi th i n  the worl d of 
the Apos tl es at Cambri dge , and Bl oomsbu ry i n  London . What we are not 
g i ven i n  thi s  vol ume i s  a ful l analys i s  of Keynes ' devel opment as an 
economi s t .  Certai nly Sk i del sky ' s  concl u s i on i s  l argel y true : 
"Keynes ' capac i ty for ori g i na 1 economi c thought had to be evoked by 
some p racti cal probl ems • • •  and • • •  i t  made l i ttl e sense for him to 
i nvest muc h  i ntel l ectual effort i n  economi cs before 191 4 ;  and the 
resul ts showed i t" ( p .  229 ) . Harrod ' s work however,  i ndi cates that 
Keynes worked ha rder at economi c questi ons in th i s  peri od than 
Sk i del sky credi ts . Keynes '  theoreti cal efforts are evi dent at the 
I ndi a Offi ce from 1908 to 191 1 ,  as Edi tor of the Economi c Journal 
from 1911 on , and i n  h i s Pol i ti cal  Economy Cl ub at Cambridge as a 
Fel l ow of Ki ng ' s  Col l ege ( see Harrod , pp . 144-7 0 ,  and D . E .  Moggri dge ' s  
J ohn  Maynard Keynes , 1976 , i n  the Pengui n  Modern Masters seri es , pp . 
44-51) . Nevertheles s ,  as i de from th i s  mi nor caveat Sk i del sky i s  
qu i te ri ght to state that Keynes devoted most of hl s i ntel l ectual 
energy before 1914 to work on the Theory of Probabi 1 i ty . 

What Sk i de 1 sky has  achi eved i n  masterly fas h i on i s  a bi ography i n  
whi ch the i ntel l ectual context i s  provi ded for reveal i ng and 
p rovocati ve i ns i ghts i nto Keynes '  Nonconformi s t  fami ly  background . 
There are fresh observati ons on the famous concept of the "Vi ctori an 
Compromi se"  whi ch was created to gi ve emoti onal and i ntel l ectual 
sol ace and stabi l i ty to those depri ved of the secu ri ty of tradi ti onal 
Chri sti ani ty by Darwi n and others . Sk i del sky demonstrates just how 
the ph i l osoph i cal l i mi tati ons i n  the i ntu i ti oni st/uti l i tari an 
marri age constructed by Henry Si dgwi ck ( bu i l di ng upon John Stuart 
Mi l l ) ,  l eft the way open for demol i ti on of the attempted uni on .  I n  
the area o f  soci al doctri ne Al fred Marshal l took the l ead ,  whi l e  G . E .  
Moore was the prophet of a " reorgani zati on of personal 1 i fe"  ( p .  50 ) . 
The l atter,  as we al l k now , provi ded the gospel for Keynes and the 
rest of Bl oomsbury .  I n  h i s di scu s s i o n ,  Sk i del sk.Y deepens Noel 
Annan ' s  justl y cel ebrated concepti on of the " i ntel l ectual 
a ri s tocracy "  of l ate Vi ctori an B ri tai n by goi ng beyond the study of 
s ucces s i ve fami ly  al l i ances . Sk i del sky cl a i ms that the entry of 
Nonconformi sts and women i nto the anci ent uni vers i ti e s  prevented a 
s truggl e between ri val el i tes . Just  how these soc i al , l egal and 
i ntel l ectual devel opments effected the evol uti on of the uni quely 
Bri ti s h  tradi ti on of D i s sent is fol l owed in the res t  of the book 
through di scu s s i on of Keynes and B l oomsbury as a parti cu l ar aspect of 
that tradi ti on . 

I n  h i s  s tudy of Cambri dge c i vi l i zati on i n  the 1890 ' s  and of the 
Edwardi a n  peri od genera l l y ,  Sk i del sky conti nues to be rewardi n g .  He 
i s  i l l umi nati ng i n  h i s di scu s s i on of Ma rshal l ' s moral ea rnes tness and 
early form of evol uti onary eth i c s  predicated on a better worl d 
created by enl i ghtened bu si ness men .  Th i s  concept o f  progress l i nk s  
Marshal l to the New L i bera l s ,  particul arly J . A .  Hobson and Leona rd 
Hobhou s e ,  both of whom went far beyond h im  i n  thei r col l ecti vi sm . 
Th i s  di scu s s i on of the Vi ctorian  Compromi se i s  cri ti cal i n  hel pi ng to 
u nderstand why Moore ' s  Pri nci pi a  Eth i ca so appea l ed to Keynes and 
B l oomsbury as a j u sti ficat1 on for reJ ecti ng the Vi ctori an mora l 
i mperati ve to engage i n  soc i al ly useful work . 
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I n  revi ewi ng  vari ou s i nterpretati ons of how Bl oomsbury took l i berti es 
wi th Moore ' s  eth i cs to l i ve a l i fe of group excl u s i veness ,  
sel f-absorpti on and often preci o s i ty ,  Sk i del sky i s  emi nently 
bal ance d .  I n  th i s  regard , some compari sons wi th Bertrand Russel l are 
u seful i n  gi vi n.g the biography perspecti ve . For exampl e ,  Sk i del sky 
notes tha t  whi l e  Russel l ,  a decade ol der than the Bl oomsbu ry group , 
and  Leonard Wool f ,  central to the grou p , were both Moori tes , they di d 
not i n terpret Pri nci p i a  Eth i ca as  permi tti ng  them to wi thdraw from 
publ i c  i s sues . As Sk1del sky expl a i n s  the di fference : "to the 
extent that Rus sel l and Wool f were abl e to busy themsel ves wi th 
p robl ems such as preventi ng war or end i n g  col on i a l i sm they were 
drawi n g ,  no doubt sens i bly , on ol der moral i ti e s "  ( p .  146) . Now 
certai nly , from 1 9 14 onwards , Keynes i nvol ved h imsel f deepl y i n  
economi c theory ,  i n  L i beral Party programmes and i n  the promoti on of 
the Arts . But even he , not to menti on the res t  of Bl oomsbury ,  had 
" l i ttl e des i re to make  contact wi th the ' mass  mi nd , ' l i ttl e fa i th i n  
the pos s i bi l i ty of a ' common cul ture • 11 ( p .  249 ) . I n  fact ,  i n  1904 , 
hark i ng back to Burk e  al ong wi th Moore , hi s other i ntel l ectual 
mentor ,  Keyne s  refl ected that "Democracy is sti l l  on i ts tri al , but 
so far it has not di sgraced i tsel f .  • •  " ( p .  1 56 ) . At al most the same 
time ,  Russel l was becomi ng acti vely engaged i n  democrati c action for 
women ' s  and adul t suffrage , wri ti ng two soon to be publ i shed 
manuscri pts , "On The Democrati c I deal .. and "The Statu s of Women . "  
L i ke a l l the l eadi ng Progress i ves , Russel l di sapproved of Keynes and 
Lytton Strachey for what he consi dered to be thei r contempt for the 
mul ti tudes i n  i ndustri al  cul tures . Ru ssel l assessed Keynes as havi ng 
" the sharpest and cl earest" i ntel l ect he had ever k nown .  He al so 
p rai sed Keynes for showi ng  the worl d that economi c depressi ons were 
not "acts of God . "  Neverthel ess , he sti l l  bel i eved that Keynes •  
excl u s i veness  and that of Bl oomsbu ry as a whol e was unfortunate , i f  
not i nhuma n .  I n  anger ,  Russel l cl aimed that " the generati on of 
Keynes and  Lytton ( Strachey ) di d not seek to preserve any k i nshi p 
wi th the Phi l i sti ne . They aimed rather  at a l i fe of reti rement among 
f i ne shades and nice  feel i ngs • • •  " ( Autobi ography ,  1 967 , I ,  p . 86 ) . Is  
thi s  an unfai r j udgment? Pos si bl y .  We .know that Russel l resented 
that Keynes and Strachey converted the Apostl es i nto a l argely 
homosexual grou p .  Even though Russel l woul d l ater fi ght for 
homosexual ri ghts , he di d not personal ly  approve of the practice.  

An exami nati on of the respecti ve rol es of Russel l and Keynes duri ng 
the Great War reveal s some i nteresti ng contrasts . I n  some of the 
best chapters i n  the book , Sk i del sky descri bes Keynes •  growing  
i nfl uence at the Treasury .  He  al s o  analyzes Keynes • l oyal ty to 
Asqu i th ,  however mi s gu i ded , wi th whom he shared a common , i f  
unreal i sti c des i re to fi ght the war by sub s i di e s  to al l i es , and not 
by l arge armi es , and to end the confl i c t  by negoti ati ons . The roots 
of Keynes • repugnance to L 1 oyd George arose from di fferi ng 
percepti ons about how to conduct and end the war .  To thi s extent h i s  
scath i ng portrai t  o f  the Prime M i n i s ter a t  Versai l l es i s  foreshadowed 
i n  pri vate l etters . 

Sk i del sky shows defi n i ti vely that Keynes appl i ed for Consc i entious 
Obj ector status ,  even when he di d not need to do so,  gi ven hi s 
nati onal l y  important pos i ti on at the Treasury .  Hi s moti vati on was 
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above al l to stop the war t  si nce he was desperately anxi ous that 11the 
s tate shoul d not i nterfere wi th the l i ves of hi s fri ends " ( p .  307 ) .  
Rus sel l t arguabl y  the most notori ous paci fi s t  i n  Bri tai n t  struggl ed 
to end the war not just  to save hi s fri ends t but to preserve ci vi l i 
zati on . I n  hi s mi n d t  the butchery of a German sol d i er was of as much 
con sequence as that of a B ri ti sh sol dier .  However l imi ted Keynes '  
sympath i e s  mi ght have been t he di d not si t out the war work i ng on 
personal projec ts t or retreat to Garsi ngton t as di d most of hi s mal e  
Bl oomsbury fri ends . 

I n  yet another way t Keynes and B l oomsbury may useful ly  be compared 
w i th Russel l .  Both wi shed to destroy the sexual repress i ons whi c h  
paralyzed the l i ves o f  s o  many Vi ctori ans .  Russel l ' s  efforts may be 
seen i n  h i s Edward i an femi n i st wri ti ngs t and i n  such books as 
Pri nc i pl es of Soci al Recons tructi on ( 1916 } . Sk i del sky argues that 
Keynes and his fr1 ends "were not sexual anarchi sts but rather 
creators of a new k i n d  of sexual order i nherent i n  a proper concept 
of the good l i fe "  ( p .  249 } . Just how far Russel l and B l oomsbu ry 
succeeded i s  open to questi on . Di d they hel p to unl eash forces more 
destructi ve of human happi nes s  than they ever imagi ned? To be sure , 
near the end of hi s 1 i fe Russel l was al a rmed at what he may have 
hel ped to do i n  bri nging  about a permi s s i ve ,  undi s c i pl i ned soci ety .  
O n  the personal l evel , there i s  no doubt that whatever thei r l ofty 
a sp i ra ti on s , both Russel l and Keynes coul d be cruel and coarse to 
those who l oved them. But at l east Russel l ' s  l ove l etters conta i n  
passages o f  extraordi nary powert  whereas Keynes '  l etters , a t  l east to 
h i s  ma l e  l overs , are su rpri s i ngly j ej eune and/or petul ant.  Thi s  i s  
parti cul arly di sappoi nti ng from one , who ,  l i ke Russel l ,  became one of 
the mos t  di sti ngu i s hed styl i sts of the Engl i sh l anguage . 

Sk i del s ky l eaves us  wi th Keynes i n  1920 , outraged by what he cons i d
e red to be the Al l i e d  betrayal of ci vi l i zed hopes by the .. Cartha
gi n i an "  Treaty of Versai l l es .  Here Sk i del sky i s  absol utely ri ght to 
d i smi s s  the accusati on that The Economi c Consequences of the Peace 
( 1920 } hel ped to cause the Second World War .  Nevertheless , 1t is 
symptomati c of Keynes '  importance i n  the i nterwar peri od that such a 
p roposi ti on was even mai ntai ned . 

The great theoreti cal work s of Keynes ' l i fe awai t the next vol ume or 
vo·l umes . The qual i ty of th i s  fi rst book l eaves us i n  eager anti ci pa
t i on of what Dr .  Sk i del sky wi l l  have to say for the years from 1920 
unti l Keynes ' untimely death in 1946 . Sk i del sky ' s  schol arly  use of 
sou rces ,  many previ ously unexpl ored , hi s i ntel l ectual range and 
powe r ,  as wel l  as hi s styl i sti c fel i c i ty ,  shoul d resul t i n  the defi n
i ti ve bi ography of arguably the most i nfl uenti al economic theori st of 
thi s  century .  

Richard A .  Rempel , 
H i  story ,  
McMas ter Uni vers i ty 


