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News and queries 

VSA members JOHN BAIRD , DENNIS DUFFY , 
JANE MI LLGATE , M I CHAEL MTLLGATE , and 
JOHN ROBSON ( al l  of Toronto) were 
uon g the con tri butors to Rough Jus­
tice: Essavs on Crime i n  L i terature, 
ed . Mart i n  L .  Fried l and (University 
o f  Toronto , 1 99 1 ) .  

PHIL FEREJRA ( Ryerson ) has two publ i ­
cation s schedu l ed for 1 99 2: Pred i ca­
tion and the Abso1 ute: The Argument 
o f  Bradley' s Logi c (Edwin Me l l en 
Press ) , and " Brad l ey's Attack on As­
sociation i sm , "  in Phi losophy after 
F . H. Brad l ey ( W i l fred Lau rie r Un i ver­
sity Press ) .  

MICHELE GREEN published " Sy11pathy and 
the Social Value o f  Poetry : J . S . 
M i l l ' s  L i terary Essays"  in the Un i ­
versi t.y of Toronto Qu arter 1 v ,  Summer , 
1 99 1 . 

PHYLLI S  GROSSKURTH ( University o f  To­
ronto ) has written The Secret R i ng: 
F reud's I nner Circ l e  and the Po l it i cs 
o f  Psychoana lysis , which was publ ish­
ed s i 11u 1 t.aneousl y in Eng 1 and , the 
United States , Canada , and France 
this fal l . 

LESLIE HOWSAM ( University o f  Toronto) 
has just published Cheap Bibles: 
N i neteen th-Century Publishing and the 
British and Foreign Bible Soc i ety 
(Camb r i dge Studies in Publi sh i ng and 
Printing H i story , C8.11bridge Universi­
ty Press) . 

PATRI CIA MORTON (Trent) has published 
D i sfigured l •ages : The Historical 
Assau l t  on Afro-Ameri can Women ( New 
York : Greenwood Press , 1 99 1 ; also 
issued in paperback by Praeger ) . 

At a recept i on this Spring JOHN M .  
ROBSON ( Toronto) w as the recipient o f  
a festschr i f t  ent i t l ed A Cul tivated 
Mind : Essays on J . S. Mi ll Presen ted 

to John M .  Robson (U of T Press). 
The vo lume, edited by MICHAEL LAI NE 
( Toronto) , inc luded essays by VSA 
•eabers BRUCE KINZER ( W ilm i ngton , 
NC ) , ANN ROBSON (Toronto) , and JEAN 
O'GRADY as well as scho l ars from 
further afie l d .  

ALEXANDER M .  ROSS ( Professor E•eri­
tus , Guelph) published "A Show o f  
Names" in the Whig-Standard Magaz i ne, 
7 September 1991 . 

NANCY ENGBRE'l'SEN SCHAUMBURGER ( Man­
hattanvi l l e  Col lege, NY ) is a Univer­
sity Assoc i ate at N)� during her fal l 
sabbatical , doing research on Dick­
ens . 

*** 

The VSAO wi l1 sponsor a Victor i an 
dinner this winter, on Monday 10 Feb­
ruary 1992 .  It will be held at Ryer­
son Po l yt.echn ica l Insti tute . The 
catering wi l l he provi ded by Ryer­
son ' s  schoo l of hote 1 •anagement , who 
have undertaken to prov i de an authen­
tic •enu . Final  arrangements are now 
being aade, and further deta i l s  w i l l  
be provided at a time closer t o  the 
even t .  

The VSAO is now a registered char i ty .  
This •eans that we have the right to 
issue t.ax rece i pts for donations to 
the Association ' s  scho l arly work . The 
executive is in the process of dis­
cussing thf' purposes or proj ects to 
which donations wi l l  be app l ied: 
these inc lune such things as a spe­
c i al lecture , a scho l arship , or a 
book fund . Further suggest i ons for 
special funds arP we l come . Donations 
11ay be •ade in care o f  the Secretary­
Treasurer at. the V i c tor i a  Co l l ege 
address . 

The VSA executive woul d  also be happy 
to hear fro• any •e•bers who have 
suggestions about next year's pro­
gra.•es , whether it be top i cs for our 
annual con ference or for Toronto 
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meetings , pos s i b l e  speakers , or names 
of membe rs who m i ght be i nterested i n  
j o i ning the execut i ve .  

*** 

J i l l  She f r i n  of the Osbo rne Co l l ec­
tion o f  Ear l y  Children ' s  Books sends 
word of two exh i b i t i on s  at Boys ' and 
G i r l s '  House. The f i rst (Octobe r 15, 
1 991 - J anuary 4 ,  1 992 ) is of fables 
f rom the fou rteenth centu ry to the 
present day . The second , of spec i a l  
i nterest t o  V ictor i an i sts , runs f rom 
J anuary 1 5  to Apr i l  4 ,  1 992 , and 
dea ls w i th the works of Br i t i sh chi l ­
dren's authors and art i sts res i dent 
i n  I nd i a, inc luding Rudyard Kip ling , 
J . L . Kipl ing , Mrs . Sherwood, F lora 
Ann i e  Stee l , and Char lotte Tucker 
(" A . L . O . E . " ) . 

Cont ributions are i nvited to a co l ­
lection o f  hi storica l  and interd i s­
c i p l inary essays on women and Ameri­
can s l avery being comp i led and edited 
by Patric i a  Morton . The project in­
tends to encourage atten t ion to s l av­
ery as a gendered i n s t i tut i on , and to 
femin ist research in th i s  f i e ld.  The 
edi tor i s  interested in con tributions 
examining the ro l e  o f  s l avery in the 
shaping o f  b l ack and whi te womanhood 
in V i ctor i an America or women ' s  ro l es 
i n  the shaping o f  s lavery . Requests 
for further i n format i on ,  or two-page 
abstracts , w i th abbrev i ated vita , •ay 
be sent to Pro fessor P. Morton , De­
partment of H i story , Trent Univer­
s i ty ,  Peterborough , Ontar i o, K9J 7B8 . 

Cambridge Un i vers i ty Press are plan­
ning the third ed i t i on o f  The Calli­
b r i dge Bib l i ography o f  End i sh L i ter­
ature , to be pub l ished i n  five vo l ­
umes from the m i d  1 990s .  I t  wil l con­
centrate on pri mary mate r i a l , and on 
secondary •ater i a l  wh ich is near ly 
contemporary w i th first pub l i cation 
(up to 1 920 ) .  It wil l update and 
check the accuracy o f  a l l exis t i n g  

NCBEL ent r i es, and supp l y  new entries 
for many hundreds of w r i ters omi tted 
by NCBEL . The individua l  volumes w i l l  
a l so be reorganized , and n�w sec tions 
added to re flect changes in research 
in the l ast quarter of a century . 
Anyone interested in any aspect of 
the nineteenth century volume ( 1 800-
1 900 ) --suggestions for new en tries or 
sections ,  correct i ons , expertise on a 
part i cu l ar w r i ter or subj ect--shou ld 
write to Joanne Shattock , Victo rian 
Studi es Cen t re , Dept . o f  Eng l i sh ,  
Unive rsity o f  Leiceste r ,  Le i cester 
LEl 7RH , UK . 

)�" 
The Vic torian Stud i es Centre at the 
Un i versity of Leicester we l comes 
app l i cat i on s  f rom v i s i  t.ing scho 1 ars 
wishing to spend sabbati cal te rms i n  
the UK . The Cen t re o f fers Honorary 
Visiting Schol ar status to successful 
appl i can ts , together w i th access to 
the University L ibrary ' s  exce l l ent 
nineteenth-cen tury resou rces , a staff 
room , and Senior Common Room facili­
ties . Those i nterested shou ld send a 
cv to Joanne Shat.tock , Directo r ,  at 
the precedi n g  address . 

The periodical Vi ct.ori an U teratu re 
and Cu l ture so licits longer papers or 
chapters of books on al l aspects of  
l iteratu re, cu l tural history , and the 
in terre lations of the arts . It i s  
a l so looking for scho l ars interested 
in w r i ting omn i bus rev i ew s  of authors 
or entire an•as o f  scholarship and 
criticism . To vo l unteer for the lat­
ter, p l ease write to Professor Win i ­
fred Hughes , Book Rev i ew Edito r ,  Eng­
l i sh Department, 2 2  McCosh Hall , 
Princeton , NJ 08544 , USA . 

*** 



Conference notes 

1 9 91  VSAO CONFERENCE 

The 1 99 1  V i ctori an Stud i es Assoc i a­
t i on ( Ontar i o ) Conference was he ld on 
1 3  Apr i 1 at Gl endon Co l l ege (York 
Un i vers i ty ) .  The theme, appropr i at e l y  
enough at our own perp l ex i ng f i n-de­
s i ecle , was the e i ghteen-ni net i es .  
Our morn i ng speaker was J .  E .  Chamber­
l i n ,  Professor of Eng l i sh at the Un i ­
vers i ty of Toronto (New Col l ege ) ,  
whose paper was t i t l ed "The I dea o f  
the I n f i n i t e :  Some V i ctori an 
S l e i gh ts-of-Hand . "  Our afternoon 
speaker was Rob i n  Spencer , Sen ior 
Lecturer i n  Art H i story at the Uni ­
vers i ty of St . Andrews, Scot l and, 
whose subject was " Beards l ey and 
Whi s t l er :  ! ' art nouveau et ! ' art 
anc i en . " After lunch we were treated 
to a de l i gh t ful sampli ng of prose, 
poetry , and drama from the e i ght.een­
n i n�t i es by J i l l  Matus ( Eng l i sh ,  
Scarborough Col l ege , Univers i ty o f  
Toronto ) and VSAO Pres i dent Hans de 
Groot (Engl i sh, Uni vers i ty Col l ege, 
Univers i ty o f  Toronto ) .  The G l endon 
Sen i or Common Room prov ided the 
(re l at i ve ly )  buco l i c  sett i ng for mor­
n i ng reg i strat i on, morni ng sherry, 
the af ternoon bus i ness meet i ng, and-­
enf in--cocktai l s  and other post-con­
ference pleasures . 

Pro f .  Chamberl in persuas ively demon­
strated that the concept of i nf in i ty 
posed a spec i a l  di lemma for the e i gh­
teen-ni net i es .  He stressed that d i s­
cuss i ons o f  the "real i ty" o f  space 
and t i me produced a set of l inked 
epi ste•o l og i ca l  concerns for the 
prac t i t i oners and cri t i cs of "sc i ­
ence" and " art . " Paradoxes and apho­
r i sms from both quarters generated 
convergences wh i ch bl urred the boun­
dar i es o f  rece i ved di scourse and 
rai sed troubl in g  quest i on s  about the 
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natu re of the i n f i n i te in a]] d i sci ­
p l i nes . Wr i ters as seeming l y  d i spa­
rate as A rthur Conan Doy l e  and Oscar 
W i lde dea l t  w i th these epi stemo l ogi­
cal concerns i n  the ir work . The qu es­
t i ons o f  i n f i n i ty were focussed i n  
three doma i ns: the nature o f  t i me 1 

the nature o f  space , and the re l a­
t i onsh i p  between " fact" and " f i c­
t i on. " It was Karl Pearson , the sta­
t i st i c i an and ph i losopher o f  science, 
who rai sed these i ssues most force­
fu l l y  for h i s  generat i on .  Pearson ' s  
The Grammar o f  Sc i ence (1892 ) --w i th 
i ts ant i -metaphysi cal stance and i ts 
assert i on o f  the ro l e  o f  the creat i ve 
i magi nat i on i n  the d i scovery o f  sc i ­
ent i f i c  l aws--was a h i gh ly i n f luen­
t i al text for many . The preoccupat i on 
w i th the i nf inite was emphas i zed a l so 
in Arthur Symons ' The Symbo l i st Move­
ment in L i terature . 

Chamberl i n c i ted a number o f  " i ns i g­
n i a  of i nf i n i ty"  for the e i ghteen­
n i net i es :  the " moment, " both l i m i t ing 
and l i m i t l es s ; the "horizon , "  both a 
boundary marker and an i nv i tat i on to 
inf ini ty; the not i on o f  i ntersect i on 
i n  poetry and art, between now/inf i ­
nity , c l o s i ngs/ open i ngs , fragment/ 
who l e ; and , f i na l l y ,  the uni que i nd i ­
v i dual i n  cri s i s .  He suggested that 
irony funct i oned as a " trope of i n f i ­
n i ty" i n  the hands o f  aany f i n-de­
s i tkle wri ters , as w i th Wal ter Pa­
ter ' s  "real " d i sso l v i ng i nto v ani sh­
i ng impress i ons . Symmetry and corre­
spondence were fasc i nat i ons of the 
decade, as mani fested i n  d i scourse on 
the re l ati onsh i p  between i n f i n i te and 
f in i te, real i ty and imagi nat i on , and 
l i terary syabol i sm and sc i ence ' s  
search for patterns and order i n  the 
natural world. W i l de ' s  eaphas i s  on 
beauty as i n f i ni te percept ion at the 
i ntersect i on o f  conti ngent and abso­
l ute , and Pater ' s  fl ame i n  perpetual  
•ot i on at the intersection o f  force 
and energy are e loquent testi mony to 
th i s  preoccupat i on. Cha.berl i n o f fer-
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ed tel l i n g  examples of the powerfu l  
i n f luence o f  matheMat i ca l  ideas o f  
i n f i n i ty upon sc i en t i sts and art i sts 
a l ike .  Sc ient i f i c  i n terest in " i rra­
t i onal numbers" (such as pi)  and the 
foundat i ons for the •athemat i cs o f  
i n fin i ty l a i d  b y  Georg Canto r ' s  set 
theory rende red the i n f i n i te palpable 
and actual for the e i ghteen-n inet ies . 
Chamber l in argued that Cantor ' s  " nut­
ty" but prophe t i c  i deas--such as that 
the par t i s  iden t ical to the whol e  or 
that any two l ine segments , regard­
less  o f  the i r  lengths , conta i n  the 
s ame "number" o f  poin ts--struck a 
respons i ve cho rd i n  the nervous ( and 
decadent?) V i ctor i an f in-de-siec l e .  
Du r i ng that decade , the in f in i te ,  in 
i ts man i fo ld gu i ses , had become a 
unifyi ng-- i f  s t i l l  paradox i cal--sym­
bo l ,  rout i ne l y  employed in art and 
sc i ence . 

The afternoon ses s i on was the occa­
s i on for a s t i mu lat ing  study by Robi n  
Spencer o f  the careers and re l ation­
ship of James Whi s tler and Aubrey 
Beards ley . Spencer explored Wh i st­
l e r ' s  chang i ng att i tude toward the 
younger art i s t ,  upon whom he exer­
c i sed a pro found i mpac t .  Desp i te 
the i r  apparent s t r i k i ng d i s s i m i l ar i ­
t i es , Wh i stler  came t o  apprec i ate 
fu l ly the bri l l i ance of Beards l ey ' s 
" art nouveau" even i f  he cou ld not 
transcend h i s  own cultural m i l ieu . 
Spencer stressed how Beards l ey ' s  art 
was perfec t l y  su i ted to the new tech­
n i que o f  photo-mechan i ca l  reproduc­
t ion . Thi s ,  i n  part , accounted for 
Beards ley ' s  world- w i de i n f l uence and 
rendered pos s i b l e  the rel at i ve l y  in­
expens ive and broader d i s sem i nat i on 
of art . Beardsley consc iousl y  d i s ­
tanced h imse l f ,  f o r  example , from 
W i l l i am Morr i s '  hand-printed and 
l i m i ted edi t i on s .  Spencer a l so showed 
that , despi te h i s  protest agai nst the 
cu l tu ra l l y  standard i z i ng tendenc ies 
o f  the Industr ial  Revo lut i on , Beards­
l ey was eminent l y  an art i st of the 

c i ty-- focussing first on London , then 
Par i s. Both s peakers prov ided the 
con ference partic i pants w i th i n t r i gu­
ing i nsights and provocat i ve inter­
d i s c i p l inary ana lyses o f  the work of 
f in-de-s i ec l e  Vi ctor i an s .  

*** 

Mart i n  F i chman 
G l endon Co l l ege 
York Univers i ty 

OUR NEXT ANNUAL CONFERENCE w i l l  be 
hel d  on Saturday 1 1  April 1 992 . I n  
the morn ing , Alan Ryan o f  Princeton 
Un ivers i ty wil l speak on p r i vate v s . 
pub l i c  mora l i t y .  The afternoon speak­
er i s  John M. Robson of To ronto , 
whose topic i s  "Mar r i a�e or Cel ibacy? 
A Moral or Pra�tical D i l emMa . "  

ENGLAND IN THE 1 990s w i 11  be the 
top ic of the Annual Meeti ng of the 
Midwest V i ctor i an Stud i es Assoc ia­
tion, to be he ld i n  South Bend , 
I ndian a ,  on 24- 2 5  Apr i l  1 992 . I f  you 
wish to sub111it a proposal , pl ease 
send an abst ract of two or three 
pages ( seven cop ies ) no l1.1.ter than 1 5  
November 1991 to Micae l C l arke , De­
partment of Engl i sh, Loyo l a  Univer s i ­
ty o f  Chicago , 6525 N .  Sher idan Road , 
Ch i cago , IL 60626 , US4 . 

AN EDWARDIAN THEATRE CONFERENCE w i l l  
be he l d  i n  V i c tor i a, BC , on 26-29 
September 1 992 . Speake rs w i l l  inc l ude 
Peter Bai ley , Tracy Dav i s , Joseph 
Donohue , David Mayer , and Geo rge 
Rowe l l . For further in format i on w r ite 
to M i chae l Booth, Chair, Department 
of Theat re , Un i versity of V i ctor i a ,  
PO Box 1 700 , Victo r i a, BC, VBW 2Y2 . 

VI CTORI AN PLACES AND SPACES i s  the 
theme for the 1992 con fe rence o f  the 
Northeast Victorian Stud ies Assoc i a­
t i on , to be he ld at Ru tgers , 24-26 
Apr i l  1 992 . Papers w i l l  probab l y  
cover such top ics a s  1 i v i ng spaces 
both pub l i c  and private , l andscap i ng ,  



cartography , tou rism , regional ism , 
and the concept o f  man ' s  place 1 n 
natu re . 

THE JANE AUSTEN SOCI ETY OF NORTH 
AMERI CA announces i ts annual con fer­
ence for 1993, to be held 7-10 Octo­
ber at the Chateau Lake Louise in the 
Rockies. The Austen novel being con 
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sidered is Persuas i on ;  guest speake rs 
are Margaret Drabble , Isobel Grundy , 
and Elaine Showalter . Proposal s for 
papers are i nvited by 1 June 1992. 
For further i n formation please con­
tac t  Ju l i et. McMaster or Bruce Stovel, 
Department of Engl ish , University o f  
Alberta, Edmon ton , Alberta , T6G 2E5. 

In memoriam: Dorothy Zaborszty 1942-91 
D r .  Dorothy Zaborszky died suddenly 
in Toronto on 5 March 1991. She had 
been a member o f  the V i ctor i an Stud­
ies Association almost since its in­
cept i on ,  and served for several years 
as member-at- l arge . Dorothy was Asso­
ciate Pro fessor of Engl i sh at Lau ren­
t i an University , Sudbury , specia l iz­
ing i n  Victorian literature and 
Women ' s  Studies. Born in Budapest 1 

she left Hungary as a refugee i n  1956 
w i th her mother and s i ster . They set­
t] ed in Toronto , where Dorothy was 
educated at Loretto Col lege ( Bruns­
wick ) and St. Michael's College 
( Honours Engl i sh ) .  After taking her 
master ' s  degree at Toronto , with a 
thesis on the Forsyte Saga , she 
taught for a year at Loyola Col lege , 
Mont real . She then took her Ph . D .  at 
the Un i versity of London; her docto­
ral thes i s  was on George Mered i th .  

Do rothy began teach ing at Lau rentian 
i n  1970. She was a concerned and 
act i ve fem in i s t , publishing artic les 
on the history o f  the Feminist Pa rty 
o f  Canada and rela ted top i cs , and 
teaching Women ' s  Studies in Continu­
ing Educat i on as well as in Lauren­
t i an ' s  c redit programme . Her many 
f r i ends in the V i ctor i an Studies 
Association may wish to add to the 
scholarship fund which has been es­
t ablished in her 11emory . Contr ibu­
t ions to the "Do ro thy E. Zaborszky 
Memor i al Scho larsh i p , " payable to 
L au rentian Univer sity , •ay be sen t 
c/o Dr. Shannon Langan , Department o f  
English, Lauren t i an Un iver s i ty ,  Sud­
bu ry , Ont .  P3E 2C6 . 

Germa ine Warkentin 
V i c to r i a  Col lege 
Un iversity of Toronto 
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Collecting Victorian Ephemera 

Barbara Rusch 

Ephemera , a word der i ved from the 
Greek to denote the m i nor documents 
o f  everyday l i fe that are meant to be 
u sed and thrown away , covers a w i de 
range o f  printed and handwri tten ma­
ter i al . Mostl y  of paper , ephemera i n­
cludes leaflets and trade catalogues ,  
advert i s ing novel t ies , posters , pack­
ag i ng , greet i ng cards , t i ckets , l a­
bel s ,  newspapers , not i ces, and many 
other categor ies too numerous to men­
t i on. In fact , i t  comp r i ses pretty 
we l l  anyth i ng pri nted that i s  not a 
book . 

These are not the great documents of 
a g i ven age . They are not the Magna 
Cartas or the Dec larat i ons of Inde­
pendence , but they nonethel es s  form 
an i mportant part of the h i sto r i cal 
record . A paper rel i c  may conta in 
many stor i es , each reveal i ng a d i f­
ferent aspect o f  i ts character and 
exper i ence . One aay compare the docu­
ment , whether a V i ctor i an advert i s i ng 
l i thograph , a pol i t i cal pamph l et o r  a 
personal letter , to an on ion ,  each 
l ayer represen t i ng a separate d i men­
s i on or component . The outer skin i s  
the typograph i cal l ayer , fol l owed by 
the h i stor i cal , po l i t i cal , soc i al , 
cu l tu ra l , and aesthet i c  el ements . 
Each d i scloses someth i ng vi tal about 
i tsel f and about the age wh i ch 
produced i t .  

The e l ement o f  nosta l g i a  assoc i ated 
w i th V i ctor i an pri nted ephemera , com­
b i ned w i th i ts uni que v i sual attri ­
butes, aakes i t  par t i cu lar l y  condu­
c i ve to th i s  k i nd o f  l ayer-by- l ayer 
exam i nat i on .  Thi s  was an age o f  great 
i nnovat i ons i n  the f i e l d  of graph i c  
des i gn ,  and advances i n  the process 
of aass col our pr int i ng aeant that 

reproduct i ons of f i ne art now fel l 
w i th i n  the •eans o f  ord inary peop l e .  
The 1 ast quarter o f  the n i neteenth 
century a l so u shered in the Go lden 
Age o f  Advert i s i ng, when the art o f  
communi cat i on evol ved i nto the sc i ­
ence o f  persuas i on and aanu facturers 
were qu i ck to put the chroaol i tho­
graph to use in the rap i d l y  expand i ng 
f ield o f  coamerci al art . 

;i}ft . 
By 1875, aany goods wh i ch had former­
l y  been so ld in bulk were now bei ng 
o f fered to the consumer pre-packaged . 
The success o f  any one product among 
the vast. array to wh i ch the pub l i c  
was now be i ng exposed depended l arge­
ly upon the effec t i veness o f  the 
br i ghtly co l oured packag i ng ,  trade 
s i gns , catal ogues, and espec i a l l y the 
beau t i fu l advertis i ng cards , wh i ch 
were d i s t r i buted f ree o f  ch�rge at 
po int o f  sal e o r  stu f fed into t i ns 
and boxes as giveaways . Used to pro­
aote every conceivab l e  product o r  
serv i ce ,  these char m i ng paper novel­
t i es ,  many featur i ng i l lustrat i ons o f  
e l egantl y  dressed woaen and rosy­
cheeked ch i l d ren , proved to be an 
effec t i ve weapon in the burgeoni ng 
market i ng arsenal. Whether " trade 
cards "  ref lected soc i ety in the ideal 
or created an i deal after wh i ch m i d­
d le-c l as s  V i ctor i ans came to aodel 
themse lves , they were avi d ly co l lect­
ed for thei r  aesthe t i c  appea l by 
those same woaen and chi ldren repre­
sented i n  the i r  i l l ustrati ons , who 
ass iduou s l y  pasted thea i nto scrap­
books, lovi ngly  preserved them i n  
shoe boxes , handed thea out as re­
wards o f  aeri t ,  and used them as 
scraps i n  the handmade screens they 
took such de l i ght i n  crafti ng .  C lear­
l y ,  the col lect i ng of advert i s i ng 



1 0  

trade cards was a sent i men tal pas t i me 
even a hundred years ago . Today col ­
l ectors apprec i ate and study them on 
many d i f ferent l evels--for the i r  
i nnovat ive p r i n t ing techn i ques , for 
the i n fo rmat i on they y i e ld about 
n ineteenth-century i ndustry and bu s i ­
ness prac t i ces , and for the fasc i nat­
ing cu l tu ral and soc i a l  env i ronment 
they revea l . 

Packag i ng i s  ano the r compe l l i ng form 
of V ictor i an ephemera. T ins , boxes , 
and bottles al l prov i ded a popu l ar 
repo s i to ry for decorat ive ch romo­
l i thographed i mages , including beau­
t i fu l  women , pastoral scenes , and 
famous landmarks . L i ke trade cards , 
packag ing  a l so o f fe red a v i sua l 
med i um for an outpou ring o f  patr i o t i c  
fe rvou r .  From soap t o  cocoa t o  laxa­
t i ves and corsets , nat i onal symbo l s  
were rout i ne l y  explo i ted i n  an e f fo rt 
to att ract the atten t i on o f  the f lag­
waving con sume r .  I n  Canada , the beav­
er and maple leaf f i gu red promi nently 
in n i neteenth-century packag i ng; i n  
the Un i ted States i t  was typ i cal l y  
Co lumb i a  and Unc le Sam ; and i n  Br i ­
tai n  the i mages o f  .John Bu l l  and 
Queen V i cto r i a  were used unreserved l y  
b y  manu facturers seek ing  to cap i ta l ­
ize  on the pat r i o t i c  sp i r i t  o f  the i r  
cus tome rs . 

So l ibe ral l y  was Queen V i ctor ia ' s  
i mage app l i ed to contempo rary packag­
ing that she became a trademark of  
al l those i mpe r ial i s t , i ndus t r ial i s t , 
and expans i on i s t  values for wh i ch the 
Emp i re stood . Thi s  phenomenon was 
espec ial l y  true du r i ng her Jub i l ees 
o f  1887  and 1 89 7 ,  mark i ng respect i ve­
l y  her f i ft i eth and s ix t i eth years on 
the Br i t i sh throne . These two splen­
d i ferous events aroused the pass ions 
o f  every nat ion in the Empire . They 
a l so prov ided manu factu rers w i th an 
oppo rtun i ty to produce a breath tak i ng 
array o f  commemorat ive packag ing , 
f rom b i scu i t  t ins and chocolate boxes 
to hatpin  ho lders and spice bo tt l es , 
many bear ing  pro fuse l y  o rnamen ted 
portraits of the be l oved sovere i gn .  
H i ghly deco rat ive, they boasterl the 
latest advances in mass-product i on 
colour print i n g , and the i r  resu l t ing 
v i sua l appea l has ensured that they 
are as che r i shed by co l lectors today 
as they were one hundred years ago , 
as wo rthy souven i rs o f  a .g l o r i ous 
re i gn . 

And what o f  the ro l e  o f  the ephemer­
i st? What is the re lat i onship of  the 
col lecto r ,  researche r ,  or curator to 
these affec t i n g  t i db i ts o f  h i story? 
Just as an anthropo logist  re-creates 
preh i s to r i c  man f roa a few fragments 
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o f  bone , so the ephemer i s t  recon­
structs the e l egance and charm o f  the 
V i ctor i an era  f rom an old t i cket 
stub , a greeting  card , or  a domest i c  
scene as dep i cted o n  a t rade card . 
From the f l otsam and j etsam o f  a b�·­
gone age, the co l l ector assumes the 
rol e  of soc i al anthropolog i st , met i ­
cu lou s l y  p i ec i ng together a pap ier­
mache skeleton o f  an i nd i v i dual , a 
fami l y, or  a soci ety. 

Of al l types of ephemera, none i s  
more conduc i ve to th i s  form o f  "re­
creat ion" than manuscr i pt mater i al .  
I f  V i cto r i an  p r i nted ephemera o f fers 
a un i que g l i mpse at the soc i al topo­
graphy of the ni neteenth century , i ts 
handwr i tten records y i e ld a wea l th of 
sensory and emot i onal del i ghts . 
Though l ack i ng the v i sual i nterest of  
the pr i n ter ' s  art , w i th i ts b r i ght. 
co l ours and v i v i d  themes , they are 
nonethe l es s  endur i n g  personal docu­
ments , test i mon i a l s  to the l ives o f  
the o rd in ary men and women who unw i t­
tingly penned them for posterity.  As  
ev i dence o f  the human cond i t ion ,  the 
letters , d i ar i es , and albums of the 
V i ctor i an per i od can be even more 
c apt ivat i n g  than i ts pr inted paper . 

For a l l the i r  s i mp l i c i ty ,  the i r  j ot­
t i ngs are surpr i s i ngly art i cu l ate and 
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often e l oquen t .  In a l etter to h i s  
youn g p rotege , M i ss Margaret Neal e, 
dated 1 0  December 1 835 , an American 
gentleman expounds u pon the value o f  
a good educat i on ,  wh i ch 

as i t  ass i s ts and che r i shes a 
sound m i nd so i t  serves to temper 
and regu late and correct the ex­
travagances of a generous 
heart. A good educat i on teaches us 
to know the weaknesses o f  others 
as wel l  as ourse lves--to desp i se 
the saucy chattering o f  the vain  
foo l--and to  esteem the • .  , •ore 
sen s ible  conver sat i on o f  the d i s­
creet and wel l  in formed--and 
therefore a good educat i on ought 
to inspire us w i th modesty . 
Modesty thu s attai ned i s  always 
acco•pan i ed by sel f  respect which 
is another word for d i gn i ty--A 
good education I have o ften told 
you is the very sou l of good man­
ners--and is therefore a qual i f i ­
cat i on o f  the h i ghest value in  our 
intercourse w i th the world-- I n  
short , who can be accomp l ished , 
engaging , correct , or respectable 
through l i fe-- i n  all  i ts var i e t i es 
and v i c i ss itudes , wi thout an 
educat i on? 

D i sease and pain was , not surpri s ing-



12 

ly , a common theme in the le tters o f  
the n i neteenth century.  On 2 July 
18 74, Uncle W illi am w rote to h is 
nephew Charl i e  about the pai n , both 
physi cal and emo t ional , associ ated 
w i th the loss o f  an eye in a recen t 
operat i on: 

A sad and dreamy sensat ion comes 
over me , dear boy , as I awaken 
from sleep , or am rem i nded that an 
old li fe compan ion o f  three score 
years has le f t  me , to return no 
mo re. I meet plenty o f  ph i loso­
phers who tell me they are thank­
ful I have a good eye le ft ( T i s  
the left i n  two senses of  that 
word ) .  But when old Uncle B i ll 
looks i n  the glass , he doesn ' t  
qu i te know h i sself [s i c ]  . . •  that 
terrible vacancy i n  my head i s  
l i ke a new-born baby , wh ich Aun t 
Fanny must attend. I am try i n� to 
be pat i ent and reconciled to an 
event w h i ch came suddenly upon me . 
F i ve days I had to th i nk of  i t ,  
su f fering all i n  the an t i c i pat i on . 
A blessed obl i vi on then came over 
me . When resto red to consc i ousness 
all was ove r ,  the head bandaged 
and the only pa i n  such as a kn i fe 
must leave beh ind i t  • . • .  There is 
no help for all thi s .  The t h i ng is  
done . The eye i s  gone and cannot 
come back.  To11orrow an exam i nat i on 
w ill be made and I shall know whe­
ther the re was an actual d isease-­
and i f  so i ts nature . 

In the n ineteenth cen tury, the d i ary 
or j ournal served the func t i on of a 
d a ily log , p rov i ding a runn ing ac­

coun t o f  the day ' s  act i v i t i es ,  often 
with very l i t tle emphas is on the 
thoughts and feeli ngs of the w r i ter. 
D i ar i es were not s i lent , surrogate 
penpals , but l i fe records . The se­
crets they bare are coaxed out almost 
desp i te the i r  authors , for there i s  
l i ttle consc i ous attempt at e11o t ional 
appeal . And yet , these century-old 

manusc ri pts su rv i ve as h istori cal 
transc r i pts , revealing l i ves spent i n  
monotonous to il , rel i g i ous fervour ,  
and ded i cat i on to fa11 i ly values. 

Frequently , events o f  great h i stor i ­
cal o r  pol i t i cal i mportance are j ux­
taposed w i th the triv i al i t i es and 
mundan i ties o f  everyday l i fe ,  and we 
real i z e  w i th some shock and not a 
l i ttle amusemen t that events of  great 
p i th and moment were o ften but a s i n­
gle thread woven into the fabr i c  o f  
the indivi dual life . On 23 January 
1901 , H .  Le Comb , a farmer i n  the 
N i agara Falls area,  makes this entry 
in  h is j ou rnal: 

I have been g i tt i ng [si c] out Pulp 
all day • • . .  A . J .  H i cks come about 
3 o ' clock, he w i  1 1  stay tonigh t ,  
he says Queen V i cto ria was dead . 
She died last. ni�ht at half past 
s i x  o ' clock . Wi 11 Blount stopped 
and got an axe half that I had 
made for h i m .  

And the followin� day h e  notes , "We 
wanted to hear from England , it i s  
K i ng Edward the Seventh now ." And 
thus , w i thout fan fare , one age ends 
and another beg i ns .  

Sometimes aanuscr i pt ephemera l inks 
past and present i n  strange and un­
expected ways . One such example i s  a 
journal belongi ng to Charles H .  G i l­
more i n  the year 1865 , wh i ch came 
in to my possessi on at an an tiquarian 
book fa i r  in Toronto. L i v i ng on the 
out.skirts of Montreal , G i lmore re­
cords the m i nut i ae of h i s  daily ex is­
tence alongs ide emotional reports o f  
the cont inuing c r i s i s  i n  the Un i ted 
States , as the C iv i l  War gr i nds to a 
s l ow and bloody halt. 

Wednesday , August 2 ,  1 865: Got a 
letter from A . N .  Russell .  It con­
tained the me l ancholy news o f  
Jessie Edward Hunt ' s  de>ath . Poor 



Hunt! he was a nob l e  boy , he at­
tended school at Mer i den when I 
d id. At the close o f  schoo l he 
spen t a few days w i th me at C l are­
•ont. Born i n  Madras , East I nd i es 
o f  Ame r i can paren ts, Was i n  the 
A rmy and taken for p r i soner and 
starved to death in Anderson He l l  
p r i son . May a r i ghtful} [s i c ]  ven ­
geance fal l upon h i s  murderers . 
And may we meet hereafte r .  

On the day the Con federate army f i n­
a l l y  l a i d  down i t s  guns i n  de feat , 
Charles G i l mo re i s  appropri ate!�· 
ecstat i c: "Monday , Aprll 1 0 ,  1 8 6 5 : 
G l o r i ous news o f  Lee ' s  su rrender i ng 
to Grant rece i ved . H i p! H i p! Hu rrah! 
Peace comes soon . "  But h i s  en try for 
Satu rday , 1 5  Apri 1, records an en­
t i re l y  d i f feren t set of c i rcum­
s tance s :  " So rrow fu l l, dreadfu l l  [s i c] 
inte l l i gence . News came i n  th i s  A . M . 
that Presi dent L inco l n  was shot i n  
Fo rd's theat re, Wash i ngton and d i ed 
at 7: 22 th i s  A . M .  Secretary Seward 
and son ass as i na ted [s i c ]  a l so and 
one dead . "  As a resu l t  o f  a nat i onal 
rad i o  broadcast some years ago, du r­
i ng wh i ch port i on s  of the G i lmore 
j ou rnal  were read, i t  was d i scove red 
to be the work of an Ameri can C i v i  1 
War d raft dodger , whose great-great­
nephew l i ves today in Cal gary , Alber­
ta . Subsequen t cor respondence w i th 
Ral ph G i l more y i e lded add i t i onal ev i ­
dence o f  h i s  ancesto r ' s  l i fe be fore 
and after h i s  arr ival in Canada, i n­
clud ing  photographs, fam i l y  h i s to­
r i es, and personal documents . 

Every col lector o f  V i ctori an epheme ra 
i s  seek i n g  i n  some way to make a con­
nec t i on w i th the past--an age whi ch 
•any regard as •ore i deal i st i c ,  e le­
gan t , and roman t i c  than ou r own . 
Every so o ften , that connect i on i s  a 
serend i p i tous one , as i n  the case o f  
the G i l more d i ary . Another took p l ace 
some years ago, when the author pu r­
chased a l i tt l e  aanuscr i pt book en-
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t i tled Fal l i ng Petal s, the charming 
work of a young l ady n amed Mary 
Lou i se Webster, second daughter of a 
Presbyte r i an m i n i s te r  f rom Pa lmyra , 
New York . From 1 8 7 9  to 1881 Mary 
Lou i se attended a l ad i es '  co l l ege in 
London, On tar i o , and i t  i s  he r recol ­
l ect i ons o f  those hal cyon days at 
He l muth that i s  the subj ect of her 
book . Wri tten en t i re l y  i n  verse , pen­
ned i n  magni f i cent spence r i an sc r i pt, 
and accompan i ed by beaut i fu l  pen and 
ink draw i ngs , Fal l ing Petal s ,  wri tten 
after M i ss Webster ' s  graduat i on 1 pro­
v i des poe t i c  ins i ght i nto women ' s  
educat i on du r i n g  the l ast quarter o f  
the n ineteen th centu ry .  Fond memo r i es 
( and some not so fond ) o f  he r teach­
ers , c l assmates, stud i es ,  and act i v i ­
t i es are a l l  lov ingly reca l led : 

Mrs . Wh i te ,  G i fted Dame, I sal ute 
you ; 

You r accompl i shmen ts, fai th , are not 
few ; 

You are Mi stress o f  Note and o f  
Need l e, 

Wh i l e you w i e l d  Cal i sthen i cs S t i cks, 
too . 

"Ha l f  o f  my K i ngdom" to l i sten 
To your vo i ce aga i n, s t r i dent and 

fu l l  
A s  you d i ctate Domest i c  Economy 
To the l arger hal f of the School !  
The Room--the F i rs t  C l as s  Roon--i s  

crowded 
Wi th Mai dens who s i l en t l y  wr i te ,  
T i l l  one g l ances u p  to requ i re-­
"Pl ease say that aga i n , Mrs . Wh i te . "  
We l iked i t, I think on the who le-­
That big s i l ent C l as s  al l about , 
And the odd home l y  facts we recorded 
Of Ven i son , Capon and Trout , 
The test ing  o f  dub i ous Water , 
House-hunt i n g  reduced to an Art , 
The choo s i ng of  Beef and o f  Mutton , 
And the techn i cal Na11es o f  each Part . 
Unpo l i shed , ungracefu l but zealous, 
Shod w i th terr ible Engl i sh-made 

Shoes , 
Yet--a Part of our dearl y-loved 
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Hehmth--
Not one feature o f  her wou ld I lose. 

A l i tt l e  detec t i ve work reveal ed the 
sad c i rcumstances of Mary Lou ise Web­
ster ' s  l i fe subsequent to her return 
to Palmyra. It seems that "Aunt Lou­
i e , "  as she was affect ionate ly known 
to her two surv i v i ng great-n ieces , 
was st r i cken w i th a severe in fec t i on 
shortly after her graduat i on from 
He lmuth Lad i es '  Co l lege, l eav i ng her 
permanently deaf . Remain ing single 
and conde•ned to a l i fe o f  si l ence 
and iso l at i on , she became somewhat 
eccen t r i c  and was often seen walk i ng 
about town trai led by a dozen or more 
nei ghbourhood cats and dogs. She did  
try , on  at least one occasion , to 
publ i sh her 1 i ttle books (she co•­
p i led several ) ,  but a pol i te rej ec­
t i on f rom a New York publ isher dis­
couraged her f rom further ser i ous 
attempts at authorsh i p .  She d i ed in  
Pal myra i n  19 58 , at the age o f  n i ne­
ty- seven. However unfu l f i l led the 
l i fe of i ts author , Fal l i ng Petals 
warrants publ icat i on . There i s  much 
to be learned fro m  i ts enchan t i ng 
pages , both for educators o f  the l ate 
twent i eth century and for students o f  
V i ctori an soc i al h i story w i th a spe­
c i al i nterest i n  women's educat i on .  

To those aware o f  i ts sign i f icance , 

V i ctor i an ephemera serves as a soc io­
log i cal barome ter ,  •easu r i ng the be­
hav ioural standards o f  the age . As 
such , the in for•at i on it prov ides i s  
often o f  greater value t o  researchers 
and h istorians than the dry da�a o f  
o f f ic i al records and textbook histo­
ry. Much of the char• and, indeed , 
i mportance , o f  V i cto r i an epheme ra 
l i es in i ts very artl essness-- in i ts 
unwitt ing ro le as h istori cal ev i ­
dence.  Less stud ied ,  and therefore 
more cand id , it  offers an unexpurgat­
ed g l impse into the popu l ar cul ture 
of a bygone era. The p r inted and 
ho l og raph i c  ephemera o f  the n i ne­
teenth century are a k ind o f

. 
h i sto­

rical "crazy glue , "  prov iding v i tal 
l i nks to the l ives and concerns of 
our predecessors and ensur ing that 
the i r  contr ibut i ons w i l l  not be lost 
to future generat ions . It is th i s  
m i ss ion t o  l ink past and present that 
resonates w i th i n  the col l ector o f  
V i ctor i an ephemera, who plays the 
part of voyeur , peeking through the 
keyho le of t i me , beyond wh i ch l i e the 
secrets of a van i shed world . 

*** 

Barbara Rusch , founder and Pres ident 
of the Ephemera Soc iety of Canada , is 
an av id col lector of Victor i an pri nt­
ed and handwri tten epheme ra. 



Review essay 
The Gendered Nature of Victorian 

Science : Recen t Works 

Be rnard Lightman 
Yo rk University 

With the recent publication of Eve l ­
leen Ri yhards' articles on Darwin and 
Huxley ,  Ornell� Moscucci's The Sci­
ence of Woman, and Cl"ll\hia Eagle 
Ru ssett's Sexual Science, the main 
shape of a new in te rdisciplinary area 
of study has become visible . The 
field of Victorian science and gender 
d raws upon new scholarly dE-vel opments 
in Victorian Studies , the history o f  
science, and feminist theory t o  exa­
mine how sc i en tific thought provided 
a naturalistic basis to the sexual 
divisions of Victorian society and 
how scien tific theory itself was 
shaped by notion s o f  gend er.  The Vic­
to r i an period is especiall y  signifi­
cant for an unde rstandin g of the 
relationship hetween scien ce and 
gender for i t  was during this time 
that the scientific conception o f  
female natu re first became widely 
in fluential , even though scientific 
in terest in the topic dated back to 
A r i stotle . The sexual sc i ence o f  the 
l ate nineteenth century possessed 
unpreceden ted power as its pract i ­
t i oners attempted to be far •ore 
precise and empirical  than research­
ers had been hitherto ; they could 
d raw upon new deve l opments in the 
l i fe scien ces as well as on the new 
soc i a l  sc i ences of anthropo logy , 
psycho l ogy , and soc i o l ogy ; and they 
spoke w i th the i mper i ou s  tone of a 
d i sc i p l ine granted decisive authority 
in  matters social and s c i ent i f i c .  

Scholars worki ng on Victo r i an sc i ence 
and gender have tended to approach 
the area i n  three ways . They have 
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tackled the issue by way o f  studies 
of the sexist bel i e fs of specific 
scien tists , through detailed examina­
tions of notion s of gender in a par­
ticul ar sc i ence , and by mean s  of an 
ana] ysi s o f  views of women and the 
l arger theoret i cal f ramework cu tting 
across a l l  the sc i ences . We can best 
survey the f i eld by dealing with 
recen t works wh i ch represent each o f  
the three approaches developed by 
scholars . 

Many of the earlier works i n  Victori­
an science and gender were concerned 
with estab lishin g that eminen t scien­
tists were in fact sexist . In \heir 
pioneering artic l es Fl �v ra A l aya and 
Susan S l eeth Mosedale discuss how 
such figu res as Charles Darwin , Her­
bert Spencer , George J .  Romanes , 
Francis Galton , Patrick Geddes ,  J .  
Arthu r Thomson , and Havelock Ellis 
provided rationales  for mainta i ning 
the female s tatus quo . More soph i sti­
cated and detailed studies of i ndivi­
dual scien tists have been provided by 
the Au stralian scholar Evelleen Rich­
ards in two key art i c l es . In her 
f inely nuanced piece on T . H .  Huxley , 
Richards demolishes the usual depic­
tion of Darwin ' s  bu l ldog as an en­
lightened defender of wo11en ' s r i ghts . 
Huxley gained th i s  reputation th rough 
h i s  pub l ic l y  reiterated support for 
femal e  education and entry to the 
pro fessions .  But , as Richards shows , 
Huxley s t i l l  accepted the convention­
al V ictorian view of women as f rai l , 
re ligious creatures whose reac t i onary 
and frivo lous presence was not appro­
priate ir the forum s  of pro fess i onal  
s c i ence . When Hux l e y  became presi­
dent o f  the Ethnol ogical Society in  
1868 he i n i t i ated the 11ove to excl ude 
wo11en from the soc i ety , subord inating 
h i s  comm i t11ent to wo11en ' s  i ssues 
(such as it was) to h i s  goal of amal­
gallat i n g  w i th the Anthropol ogical 
Soc i ety ( which was rabidl y  sex i st ) i n  
order t o  •ake pos s i b l e  Darwinian 
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dominance of the key discipline of 
anthropology. As for Huxley's liberal 
egalitarianism, Richards explains 
that he believed that law and custom 
should not add to the biological 
burdens weighing women down. 

But if Darwin's bulldog does not es­
cape the charge of sexism, what of 
his master, the gentle Darwin, who 
avoided controversy and was looked 
upon by his friends as a saint? Rich­
ards' earlier article on "Darwin and 
the Descent of Woman," still unsur­
passed in the literature as a model 
study of Darwin and gender, demon­
strates that Darwin deduced the natu­
ral and innate inferiority of women 
from his theory of evolution by natu­
ral and sexual selection. In The Des­
cent of Man Darwin insists that bio­
logical law determines not only phy­
sical, but also intellectual differ­
ences between the sexes. Women were 
naturally less physically powerful 
and more tender and altruistic than 
men, who were by nature competitive, 
ambitious, and selfish. But, when it 
came to intelligence, men were supe­
rior to women, because higher devel­
opment of that trait was more fully 
transmitted to male than female off­
spring in the evolutionary process. 
Since evolution had been operating 
for eons of time to widen the natural 
inequality of the sexes, Darwin be­
lieved that ra1s1ng the level of 
feminine intelligence through higher 
�ducation would have no long-term 
impact and was therefore a waste of 
resources. 

Richards' work on eminent scientists 
is complemented by studies of concep­
tions of gender in a particular field 
of sciince, such as psychiatry, med9 
icine, psychiatry

10
aod gynaecology, 

and anthropology. The most recent 
contribution to this approach is Or­
nella Moscucci's The Science of Wo­
man, which focusses on the social and 

medical context within which the scl­
entific idea of "gynaecology" was es­
tablished. Moscucci is interested in 
dissecting the medical coqfribution 
to biological determinism.1 She ar­
gues that the central assumption 
underpinning gynaecology throughout 
its long history is "the belief that 
woman is dominated by her sexual 
functions" ( 206 ).  Gynaecologists con­
ceived of their science as a synthe­
tic study of the "whole woman" be­
cause they were convinced that the 
body functioned as an organic unity. 
The psychological, physical, and 
moral aspects of femininity therefore 
could not be understood in isolation 
from the complex structure of which 
they were a part. This sort of orga­
nicist reasoning validated the notion 
that different reproductive systems 
led to essential physical and psycho­
logical differences between men and 
women. 

By the 1850s the "ovular theory" of 
menstruation provided the chief sci­
entific explanation of the biological 
basis of femininity. The ovaries were 
redefined by gynaecologists as auto­
nomous control centres of sex and 
r"eproduction in the female and thus 
became the essential biological dif­
ference from which all other differ­
ences flowed. The other possible can­
didates for the role of organs of 
essential femininity, the uterus and 
breast, came instead to symbolise 
woman's maternal role, while the ova­
ries claimed precedence by virtue of 
their supposed direct 'tie to nature. 

Throughout her discussion of gynaeco­
logical efforts to isolate the essen­
tial biological difference defining 
woman, Moscucci conveys to the reader 
the arbitrary nature of medical theo­
rizing. If the evidence for the no­
tion that woman is dominated by her 
sexual functions was so highly con­
troversial, why, Moscucci asks, was 



i t  so i mportant to see women as b i o­
l og i cal  be i ngs? And why , Moscucc i 
persi sten t l y  inqu i res , was the growth 
of gynaeco l ogy not paral l e l ed by the 
evo l u t i on of a compl emen tary sc i ence 
of mascu l i n i ty based on the prem i se 
that the male sexual system def i nes 
m an ' s  nature? 

The gyn aeco l og i st ' s  assert i on that 
puberty , ch i ldb i rth , and menopause 
af fect woman ' s  m i nd and body in ways 
wh i ch have no counterpart In man 
serves two pu rposes . F i rst , the gy­
naecolog i st cou ld regard woman as , by 
def i n i t ion , a d i seased dev i at i on f rom 
the standard of hea l th represented by 
the mal e .  Accord i ng to the ni neteenth 
century gyn aecolog i s t , women ' s  b i o­
l o g i c a l  funct i on s , such as men strua­
t i on , are ak i n  to phys i cal  d i sease 
and the source o f  phy s i o logi cal d i s­
orders , from strange moods to hyste­
r i a ,  or even insan i ty .  Phys i ca l l y  
de l i cate and psycho log i ca l l y  unsta­
bl e ,  women cou ld be iden t i f i ed as a 
spec i a l group o f  p at i ents who requ i r­
ed the constant med i ca l  superv i s i on 
o f  a gynaecologi st . Second , the gy­
naecologist  cou ld draw on the not i on 
o f  sexual  d i f ference to prescribe 
very d i f feren t roles for men and wo­
men . The phy s i o logy and psychol ogy o f  
men su i ted them t o  the publ i c  arena 
of work , po l i t i c s ,  and commerce wh i le 
women were said to be "•ade" for 
ac t i v i t i es i n  the pri vate sphere of 
the fam i ly .  The gynaecol og i st cou ld 
fancy h i mse l f  an author i ty on the 
i ssue of women ' s  soc i a l  dut i es and 
respon s ib i l i t i es because he o f fered a 
perspective i n formed by pure s c i ence 
--"an act i v i ty unmed i ated by the ob­
server 1 s po l i t i cal interests and 
value judgments" ( 40 ) . 

Schol ars l i ke Moscucc i and Ri chards , 
who have been work i ng on a part i cu l ar 
sc i en ce o r  spec i f i c  sc i en t i st s , have 
a l so touched upon the l arger theore­
t i cal  f ramework cut t i ng across al l 
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sc i ence wh i ch was used to expl a i n  how 
and why men and women d i f fered from 
each other . By far the •ost deta i l ed 
treatment o f  th i s  top i c  i s  to be 
found in Cynth i a  Rus set t ' s  Sexual  
Sc i ence , wh i ch descr ibes how dur ing  
the n i neteenth centu ry the Ang l o­
Ame d can sc i ent i f i c  commun i ty moved 
away f rom the En l i-ghtenment not i on o f  
natural equal i ty .  She beg ins  w i th a 
te l l ing j uxtapo s i t i on o f  the pos i ­
t i on s  o f  Darwi n  and J .  S .  M i  1 1 .  Fo r 
M i l l ,  i t  i s  unknown i f  there are na­
tural d i f ferences between men and 
women but i t  i s  certai n  that educa­
t i on and external c i rcumstances have 
produced art i f i c i al d i fferetfces . Dar­
w i n ' s  Descent o f  Man , in part a re­
sponse to M i l l ' s  Subject i on o f  Women , 
t akes the pos i t i on that women ' s  n a­
ture , l i ke men ' s ,  i s  rooted i n  the i r  
b i o logy . In thi s  debate over the nur­
tu re/nature quest ion as i t  appl i ed to 
gender , •os t  scien t i sts si ded wi th 
Darw i n .  As Russett remi nds us , some 
sc i en t i sts even contributed to a for­
mi dable body of theory whi ch , though 
rel i able data was l ack i ng ,  conc luded 
that women were i nherent l y  di f feren t 
f rom •en i n  the i r  anatomy , physio lo­
gy , temperament , and i n te l l ect . In 
the evo l u t i onary development o f  the 
race women l agged beh i nd men i n  the 
s ame way that pr i m i t i ve people l agged 
beh i nd Eu ropeans . Wollen ' s  deve lopment 
was arrested because they needed to 
preserve the i r  energies for reproduc­
t i o n .  Women could therefore never 
expect to match the i n te l lectual and 
art i s t i c  accompl i shmen ts of •en , nor 
cou ld they real l y  expect to obtain an 
equal share o f  power and au thori ty 
( 12 ) .  Nature d i c tated a secondary 
role for wo•en . 

I n  the i r  s earch for e•p i r i cal proof 
o f  the ex i s tence o f  essent ial  sex 
d i f ference s ,  s c i en t i sts cou ld tu rn 
aost eas i ly to the c rown i ng ach i eve­
•ent of n i neteenth-century phys i cal 
anthropo l ogy : cran i o l ogy , the study 
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o f  the sku l l  and bra i n .  Assum i ng that 
the body (more spec i f i ca l l y  the head 
and brain ) revealed the m i nd ,  c ran i o­
log i sts armed themselves w i th the i r  
cal l i pers and measur i ng tapes as they 
embarked on a ver i tab l e  f ren zy o f  
quan t i f i cat i on exerc i ses . Included 
among the indices o f  •ental capac i ty 
were measurement of  the fac i al angle , 
the cephal i c  index (rat i o  o f  sku l l  
length to skul l  breadth ) ,  and , most 
i mportan t l y , the s i z e and we i ght of 
the brai n .  Of course bi gger was bet­
ter ,  and women ' s  bra ins were be l i eved 
to be smal ler and l i ghter than those 
of men . But there was a prob lem w i th 
the not i on that brain we i ght i s  an 
i ndex to mental capac i t y :  the fact 
that in sheer s i ze and we i ght the 
most mas s i ve human brai n  i s  out­
c l assed by the brain  of an e l ephant 
or whale.  Th i s  led one fem i n ist of  
the per iod to observe sarcast i cal l y  
that " al most any el ephant i s  several 
Cuv iers in d i sgu i se , or  perhaps an 
ent i re med i cal  facul ty" ( 36 ) .  However 
such remarks d i d  not deter sc ient i s ts 
f rom l ook i ng to c ran io logy for the i r  
" facts , "  nor d id i t  prevent them f rom 
turn i ng to the new s c i ence of psycho­
logy at the end of the cen tury , w i th 
i ts phys i o logi cal research on the 
bra i n  and nervous system . 

Ru ssett argues that so•e sc i en t i sts 
we re not sat i s f i ed w i th the mere 
accumu l at i on o f  " facts"  abou t  sex 
d i f ferences . They needed a larger 
theoret i cal f ramework and turned to 
four o f  the great o rgan i z i ng pr inc i ­
ples o f  n i neteen th-century sc i ence : 
b i ogenet i c  l aw ,  sexual se lect i on , the 
pr inc iple of the conservat i on of  
ene rgy , and the phys io logi cal d iv i ­
s i on o f  labour . The core o f  Russett ' s  
book deals  w i th these four theo r i es 
common i n  the sc i ent i f i c  l i teratu re 
of the t i me .  B iogenet i c  law ,  or the 
recap i tu lat ion theory that every in­
d i v i dual o rgan i sm repeats in i ts own 
l i fe h i s tory the l i fe h i story of i ts 

race , to l d  sc ient i s ts that women l ag­
ged beh i nd men in the i r  resemb l ance 
to more pri m i t i ve organ i sms . Recap i ­
tu lat i on described the d i f ferences 
between the sexes but cou l d  not ex­
p l a i n  why they occu rred . Sc ien t i sts 
sur11i sed that somehow they mu st be 
bound up w i th the reproduct i on o f  the 
spec ies and hence , Ru ssett conc ludes , 
the s i gn i f i cance acco rded to Darw in ' s  
sexual selec t i on theory , wh i ch con­
cerned the mechan i sms of  reproduct i on 
and i nhe r i tance . 

But sexual s c i en t i sts were not in­
debted to b i o logy a l one . From phys i cs 
they adapted the new princ iple  o f  the 
conservat i on of energy for the i r  own 
purposes . They conce ived of the human 
body as subj ect to the same l aws o f  
conse rvat ion and trans format ion of  
ene rgy wh ich pertai n  to the who le ma­
ter i � l  un i verse . The body , then , was 
v i ewed as an i nput-output system s i m­
i l ar to an eng i ne ;  food was taken i n  
and energy ( i nc lud i ng though t )  was 
produced in an amount equ ivalent to 
the a•ount o f  food consumed . Bi gge r 
bod ies can take 1n  more food and 
produce mo re energy ; men are b i gger 
than women , ergo men produce more 
ene rgy (QED ) . Even i f  women cou l d  
produce as much ene rgy as men , V i cto­
r i an sc ien t i sts esti mated that about 
twenty per cent of i t  was d i verted to 
reproduct i on between the ages o f  
twenty to forty . S i nce conservat i on 
t heory assumed the ex i s tence o f  a 
l i m i ted and f ixed amount of  energy , 
fai lure by young women to abate from 
bra i n  work in order t� free up su f f i ­
c i ent energy for reproduct ive deve l ­
opllent wou l d  lead t o  i r regu l ar " pe r i ­
od iclil funct i ons"  lind a l i fet i me o f  
weakness and d i sease ( 1 1 6 ) .  

Sc i ent i sts a l so had recou rse to so­
c i al  thought i f  theo r i es cu l led f rom 
b i o logy and phys i cs were not pe rsua­
s ive enough . Just as the po l i t i cal 
econom i sts ' l aw o f  the di v i s i on of 



l abou r d i ctated that h i gh l y  deve loped 
soc i et i es produced goods more e f f i ­
cient l y  by parce l l i n g ou t the work 
among many workers each sk i l l ed i n  
one operat i on , the sci ent i sts ' l aw of 
the phys i o l ogico<d d i v i s i on o f  l abour 
categor i zed as ad,·anced those organ­
i sms wh i ch devel oped specia l i zed 
parts f i tted, to a spec i f i c  task . Sc i ­
en t i sts stud i ed the evo lut i on o f  re­
product i ve mechan i sms from asexual i ty 
through hermaphrod i t i sm and partheno­
genes i s  to the d i v i s i on into two sex­
e s . Those species w i t h i n  wh i ch the 
sexes were d i v i ded were regarded as 
more advanced . A l l  of human soc i ety 
cou l d  be seen as bene f i tt i n g from a 
sexual d i v i s i on o f  l abour whereby men 
prov i ded the fam i ly bread and women 
provided i ts love and nurturance 
( 1 4 4 ) .  Nature , then , commun i cated a 
c l ear message : the sexes were mean t 
to comp lement each other , not to en­
gage i n  the same act i v i t i es .  

Al l three genres o f  work i n  V i ctor i an 
sci ence and gender , stud i es o f  i nd i ­
v i dual scien t i sts , a spec i f i c  sci­
ence , and the theoret i cal framework 
ground i n g  a l l  science , a i m  at reveal ­
i n g  the sex i s t  nature o f  V i ctor i an 
sc i ence . But scho l ars i n  the f i eld  
have also attempted to cri t i c i ze t h i s  
sex i s m .  Turn i n g  t o  the react ions o f  
V i ctor i an fem i n i sts , they have been 
d i sappo i nted to f i nd that in the pro­
cess of al l y i n g  themse lves w i th the 
sc i en t i sts in oppos i t i on to conven­
t i onal w i sdom and author i ty , progres­
s iv e  fem i n i sts "bought i nto" the bio­
l og i cal determ i n i sm o f  the sc i en ­
tists . Many femin i sts d i d  not opt for 
Mi l l ' s  env i ronmental argument ,  but 
rather chose to accept the ex i stence 
of i nnate b i ologi cal and i ntel l ectual 
d i fferences , wh i ch undercut the ir 
cal l for sexual  equal i ty.  Gi ven the 
enormous prest i ge of sc ien ce and the 
un i versal acceptance of i ts authori ty 
i n  i ssues o f  sex d i f ference , i t  i s  no 
wonder that fem i n i sts tr i ed to con-
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front sc i e�r i f ic ant i - fem i n i sm on  i ts 
own terms . 

S i nce V i ctor i an fe• i n i sts prov i de 
contemporary scho l ars w i th few re­
sources for undermin i ng the sc i en t i ­
f i c  sex i sm o f  Darw i n  and h i s  co l ­
l eagues , they have turned to strate­
g i es borrowed from both the natural 
and soc i a l  sc i ences . Mosedal e argues 
that V i ctor i an biologi sts were not 
on l y  prej udi ced and i ncon s i stent.,  
they were a l so unsc i ent i f i c  i n  the i r  
u se of a pri ori reason i ng ,  rather 
than val id  emp i r i cal ev i dence , to 
ver i fy the ir statements abo1 1t  the 
men tal character i st i cs of women . Ru s­
sett o f fers more soph i st i cated and 
substan t i al sc i ent i f i c  reasons for 
d i strust i ng the con c l u s ions of the 
sexual sc i ent i sts . She po i nts out 
that the phys i cal anthropo l o g i sts and 
psycho log i sts were so preoccupi ed 
w i th th i ng s  tang i bl e  and •easurab le 
that the i r  v i sion was narrowed and 
the ir understanding cramped . They 
were b l i nd to the ef fects of forces 
that were not so eas i l y  d i s sected 
such as the ro l e  o f  soc i al and cul ­
tural factors i n  the construct i on o f  
the fema l e  psyche ( 48 ) . Even i f  
j udged by the cr i ter ia of n i neteenth­
century sci ence , sc i ent i f i c  work on 
sex d i fferences was not l eg i t i mate .  
In one o f  the most powerfu l  sect i ons 
of her book Rus sett appl ies John Tyn­
dal l ' s  formu l at i on o f  the four main 
pri n c i p les o f  sci ence to the work of 
the sexual sc i ent i st s  and demonstrat­
es how they v i o l ated three of them-­
they were ne ither s trict l y  emp irical , 
nor scept i cal , nor obj ective ( 188 ) . 
In fact , Rus sett shrewd l y  notes that 
the remarkabl e uni for• i ty about the 
nature of wo•anhood a•ong scien t i s t s  
i s  pecu l i ar because " so 1 i  t t l  e of  the 
data we wou l d  cons i der germane exi st­
ed at the t i•e" ( 1 55 ) .  And even when 
new s c i en t i fi c  deve lopment s  in the 
ear l y  twent i eth century underm ined 
V i ctor i an v i ews on gender d i fference , 



2 0  

sc ien t i s ts cont inued to perpetuate 
the o ld sex i st notion s  ( 1 7 5 ) .  

However , the strongest card pl ayed by 
fem i n i s t  theoreti c i ans i s  the ir argu­
ment that the i s sue of sexual d i ffer­
ence be taken out of the court o f  
sc i ence a ltogether s i nce i t  involves 
soc i al , not natural , phenomena. Sc i ­
ence i s  unavoi dabl y  ideolog i cal be­
cause " facts" are soc i a l l y  produced . 
R i chards , far more than Russett , 
stresses the way the soc i al context 
determi ned the ideo l og i cal use o f  
Darw i n i an theory and even shaped i ts 
essential  nature . She reminds u s  that 
dur ing the l ast three decades of the 
n ineteenth century the Eng l i sh econo­
my stagnated , her i ndustr i a l  and eco­
nom i c  global domi nance i ncreas ingly 
chal lenged by Germany and the Un i ted 
States . Th i s  per i od was a l so marked 
by urban and i ndustr i al unrest and 
the emergence of mass soc i a l i st work­
ing-clas s  po l i ti c s .  R i chards there­
fore conc l udes that " the bourgeo i s  
soc ial  order o f  the 1 8 70s was more 
than ever anx ious to consol idate and 
justi fy i ts c l as s  and rac i al super i ­
or i ty and to preserve that bas i c  
bourgeo i s  insti tu t i on , the fami ly-­
the cornersto�, of the bourgeo i s  
soc i a l  , order . " Darw i n  and other 
m idd le-c lass sc i entists w i shfu l l y  
super imposed the i r  i deal v i s i on o f  
soc iety onto nature and then " sc i en­
ti f ical ly" j u st i f i ed the i r  noti on of 
the "natura l "  qual i ty o f  trad i t i onal 
sexual ro les through an appeal to the 
natural order (79 ) .  

The grow ing f i e l d  o f  V ictor i an sc i ­
ence and gender , then , has already 
contributed much to our understand i ng 
o f  the gendered nature o f  sci ence and 
i ts ideo l og i cal u ses. But there are 
sti l l  areas o f  importance where much 
rema ins to be done . We need a fu l l­
length study o f  the fem i n i st reaction 
to V i ctor i an sexual sci ence. We have 
s tud ies o f  the i mpact o f  sc ience on 

female nove l i sts but we requ i re l i te­
rary analyses of the sc i ent i f ic texts 
themse lves . What metaphors were se i z­
ed upon by sc i en t i s ts to leg i t i m i ze 
the i r  v i ews on gender? As yet ,  we 
have no scho l arsh i p  on neglected V i c­
tor i an female sc i entists and how 
the i r  gender shaped the nature o f  
the i r  work , such a s  1rte i r ' s p i eces 
on the earl i er per i od .  F i nal l y ,  much 
of the scho l arship  on V i c tor i an sc i­
ence and gender concentrates on the 
l i fe sciences , i n  part icu l ar med ic ine 
and b i o logy . Where are the stud i es on 
the "hard " sc i ences we so desperate l y  
need to conv i nce even the most scep­
t i ca l  observer that sc i ent i f i c  i deas 
are shaped by concepts of gender? We 
must leave these i ssues to be taken 
up by fu ture interd i sc i p l i nary scho l­
ars who , bu i ld i ng on the accomp l i sh­
ments of R i chards , Moscucc i ,  Russett , 
and others , are ab l e  to take the 
f i eld one step further . 
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4 . " V i ctori an Sc i ence and the 
' Gen ius ' o f  Woman , "  Journal o f  the 
H i story of Ideas 38 ( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  26 1 -80 . 

5 .  "Sc i ence Corrupted : V i ctor i an 



B i o l og i sts Con s i der ' The Woman Qu es­
t i on , ' "  Jou rnal o f  the H i s to ry o f  
B i o l ogv 1 1 ,  No . 1 ( Spr i n g 1 9 7 8 ) ,  1 -
5 5 .  

6 .  " Hux ] ey and Woman ' s  PI ace i n  
S c i ence , "  2 5 7 .  

7 .  E l a i ne Showa l te r , The Fema l e  
Mal adv : Women , Madness , and Engl i sh 
Cu l tu r e ,  1 8 30- 1 980 ( New York : Pan­
theon Books , 1 98 5 ) .  

8 .  J . N . Bu rs tyn , " Educat i on and 
Sex : The Med i c a l  Case aga i n s t  H i ghe r  
Educat i on for Women i n  Eng l an d , 1 8 70-
1 900 , "  Proceed i ngs o f  the Ame r i can 
P h i l osoph i ca l  Soc i e tv 1 1 7  ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  78-
89 ; Mary Poovey , Uneven Dev e l opmen t s : 
The I d eo l og i c a l  Work o f  Gender i n  
M i d- V i c tor i an Engl and ( Ch i cago : Un i ­
vers i ty o f  Ch i cago Pre s s , 1 988 ) .  

9 .  Anne D i gby , "Women ' s  Bi o l o g i ca l  
S t ra i ghtj ack e t , "  i n  Sexu a l i ty and 
Subord i n at i o n :  I n te rd i sc i pl i n ary 
Stu d i e s o f  Gender in the N i n e teenth 
Cen tu ry ,  ed . Susan Mendus and J an 
Rend a l l ( Lon don and New York : Rou t­
l edge , 1 989 ) ,  1 92-220 . 

1 0 .  E l i z abeth Fee , " The Sexu al 
Po l i t i cs o f  V i ctor i an Soc i a l Anth ro­
po l ogy , "  in C l i o ' s  Consc i ousness 
Ra i se d : New Pe rspect i ves i n  the H i s ­
tory o f  Women , ed . Mary S .  Hartman 
and Lo i s  Bann e r  ( New York : Harper 
Torchbook s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  8 6- 1 02 . 
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1 1 . I t  wou l d  he f a i r  to say that 
b i o l o g i cal determ i n i sm is not Moscuc­
c i ' s  so l e  i nterest . She spends a 
g reat deal o f  t i me d i scu s s i n g  the 
i n t ra-p ro f e s s i on a l  r i v a l r i es that 
hav e  shaped the theory and pract i ce 
o f  gynaeco logy . Chapters on men­
m i dw i ves , the r i se of the women ' s  
hosp i ta l s ,  and the es tabl i shment o f  
the Royal Co l l ege o f  Obstetri c i an s  
and Gynaeco l og i sts dwe l l more on the 
pro f es s i on a l i z at i on and i n s t i tut i on­
al i z at i on o f  med i c i ne than on s c i ence 
and gende r .  

1 2 .  A l aya , " V i ctor i an Sc i ence , "  
2 6 1 - 2 ; R i chard s ,  "Darw i n  and , the Des­
cen t of Woman , "  96 ; Russett , Sexual 
S c i ence , 1 2- 1 3 .  

1 3 .  R i chard s , " Darw i n  and the 
Descent of Woman , "  94 . 

1 4 .  Ann B .  Shte i r ,  " Bo tan i ca l  D i a­
l ogues : Mar i a  J acson and Women ' s  
Popu l ar Sc i ence Wr i t i n g  i n  Eng l and , '' 
E ighteenth-Century Stud i es 2 3 , No . 3 
( Sp r i n g  1 990 ) ,  301 - 1 7 ;  i dem , " Botan�' 
i n  the Break fast Room : Woman and 
Ear l y  N i neteenth-Cen tury Br i t i sh 
P l an t  Study , "  i n  Uneasv Careers and 
I n t i mate L i ves : Women i n  Sc i ence, 
1 789- 1 9 7 9 ,  ed . Pn i n a  G. Abi r-Am and 
Do r i nda Ou t r am ( New Brun sw i ck , N . J . : 
Rutgers Un i v e r s i ty Press , 1 98 7 ) ,  3 1 -
4 3 .  

, 
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Books 
E . A .  Sm i th .  Lord Grey, 1 7 6 4 - 1 84 5 . Ox­
ford Un i vers i ty Press , 1 990 . $ 1 03 . 50 

The second Ear l Grey , whose na•e i s  
forever l inked w i th the great par l i a­
mentary refor• act of  1 832 , i s  usual­
l y  seen as the po l ar oppos i te of  h i s  
near con temporary , the Duke of  We l ­
l ington . I n  the f i rst b i ography , pub­
l i shed by G . M .  Treve l yan i n  1 92 0 , and 
in many other books he appears as the 
great po l i t i ca l  l iberal , the enemy of  
priv i l ege , the champ i on of freedom , 
the friend of  Rad i ca l s ,  and the i nd i ­
v i dual who more than any other paved 
the way for par l i amentary democracy . 
But i n  E . A .  Sm i th ' s  new study he i s  
more accurate l y  presented as a p ro­
found l y  conservat i ve f i gu re who shar­
ed much of  Wel l ington ' s  outlook , par­
t i cu l ar l y  the i mportance of preserv­
ing ar i stocrat i c  dom inance , great l y  
adm i red the Duke and m i ght we l l  have 
become h i s  col l eague i n  1 82 9 ; a man 
who feared rad ical reform and whose 
obj ect in 1830 was to unde rm i ne the 
c l amour for a democrat i c  par l i ament 
and increase the power of  the ari sto­
cracy by reduc ing the i n f luence over 
the House of  Commons of the monarchy 
and i ts m i n i sters . Whatev er the ef­
fec ts of h i s  act i ons , Grey was not so 
much a n ineteenth-century l iberal as 
an e i ghteenth-cen tury ar i stocrat i c  
opponent o f  royal power.  Th i s  inter­
pretat i on i s  not j ust a matter of  
fu rther research--much of the mater i ­
al u sed b y  Smi th was ava i l ab l e  to 
Trevelyan--but a l so of more thought 
and better perspect i ves . Sm i th ' s  book 
i s  thus not j us t  a b iography of a 
maj or f i gu re but a l so an important 
contr i bu t i on to an unders tand ing of 
Bri t i sh po l i t i cal and even soc i al 
h i story in the hal f century from the 
1 780s to the 1 8 30 s . 

A l though Grey always conveyed the 
sen se of be i ng the g reatest of ar i s­
tocrats he came from a re l at ively  
modest if  secu re Northmaberland fam i ­
l y .  He was neve r weal thy and d i d  not 
neglect such opportun i t i es as occu r­
red to he l p  h i s  f aa i ly through gov­
e rnment patronage . The ar i stoc rat i c  
i mpress ion was due m a i n l y  to h i s  
s l i m ,  handso11e f i gu re and bear i ng ,  
h i s  sel f-su f f i c i ency , aloofness , con­
f idence , and the arrogance wh i ch made 
h i m  such a t r i a l  to h i s  friends . The 
d i f f i cu l t ies of h i s  personal i ty were 
made tole rable  on l y  by h i s  man i fest 
ab i l i t i es and outstand i ng talents as 
an orator i n  parl i amen t ,  for l i ke 
•ost ar i stocrats he desp i sed speak ing 
in pub l i c .  

Com i ng f ro• a fam i ly that was natur­
a l l y  inc l i ned to support the govern­
ment , such a g i fted i nd i v idual m i ght 
eas i ly and qu i ckly  have r i sen to h i gh 
o f f i ce .  But from the •oment he was 
e l ected to the Hou�e of Commons i n  
1 786  h e  ident i f i ed w i th the oppos i ­
t i on , for n o  better reason than that 
he enj oyed the br i l l i an t  company of  
Cha r les James Fox and his  c i rc l e .  He 



had an a f fa i r  w i th one o f  them , the 
famou s Duchess of  Devonsh i re ,  and the 
chi ld born to them was rai sed by h i s  
paren ts as h i s  s i ste r .  Forty years 
l ater , as attract i ve to women as 
ever , he was the lover of Pr i ncess 
L i even , the w i fe o f  the Ru ss i an am­
bassador . 

By the end o f  h i s  f i rst sess i on i n  
par l i ament Grey had estab l i shed h i m­
se l f  as such an abras i ve cr i t i c  o f  
the government that Pr i me M i n i ster 
P i tt compl a i ned o f  the personal , wan­
ton and d i srespectful  attack on h i m­
se l f ,  to wh i ch Grey repl i ed that " i f  
on any futu re occas i on a comp l i ment 
to the r i ght bon . gen t l eman shou ld 
sugge st i tse l f  to h i s  m i nd ,  he wou ld 
stud i ou s l y suppress i t ,  to avo i d  the 
r i sk of  be ing  afte rwards charged w i th 
i n s i ncer i ty" ( 1 9-20 ) . Un fortunate ly 
fo r Grey , government remai ned i n  the 
hands of Pitt  and h i s  successors for 
another forty-th ree years . The on l y  
break came i n  1 806/07 when Grey serv­
ed i n  the m i snamed M i n i stry of  A l l  
the Talents and managed the not i n­
con s i derable feat o f  rai s i ng the pay 
of the sa i lors i n  the Roya] Navy for 
the f i rst t i me i n  a century . Apart 
f rom that , Grey ' s  career un t i l  the 
age of s i xty- f i ve was one of f a i l u re . 
I t  i s  no wonder that he experi enced 
l ong per i ods of depress i on and f re­
quen t l y  retreated to Northumbe r l and 
to enjoy country pursu i ts and the 
happy company of h i s  w i fe and f i f teen 
ch i ldren . He was also not pleased at 
hav ing to waste h i s  o r-atory on the 
desert a i r  of the House of Lords af­
ter 1807  s i nce h i s  fathe r , a general , 
had sol i c i ted a peerage from the Ad­
d i ngton m in i stry in 1 801 . But a l ­
though he despai red o f  o f f i ce h e  was 
a lways lu red back to West m inster to 
attack the government ,  part i cu l ar l y  
o n  Cathol i c  emanc i pat i on and •oderate 
reform of par l i ament wh i ch were h i s  
f ixed pr i n c ip l es for over th i rty 
years . 

2 3  

And then sudden ly i n  1 829/30 , when 
We l l i n gton had al i enated the Cann i n g­
i tes and i n fu ri ated the U l t ra To r i es 
by eman c i pat i n g  the Cathol i cs , Grey 
appeared as the on ly person who cou ld 
hold together the coal i t i on of Wh i gs ,  
L i beral Tor i es and even U l tras wh i ch 
succeeded after they comb i ned to de­
feat the Duke . Grey had by now come 
to the con c l u s i on that an exten s i v e  
reform o f  the House of  Commons ,  i n ­
c }  ud i ng many new county seats that 
wou ld fal l under the i nfluence of  the 
l and lord s , wou l d  so lve the probl em 
forever .  I t  should have been a glor i ­
ous end and v i nd i cat i on o f  a l ong 
pol i t i cal career . But when '-'h i s  co l ­
l eagues p ressed for more far reach i ng 
re forms he res i gned i n  d i sgust i n  
1 8 3 5 .  B y  1 8 3 9  he was wr i t i ng i n  
despai r :  "We must stop somewhere , un­
less we mean to keep the coun t ry in  a 
state o f  con t i nual agi tat i on ,  equal l y  
i n compat ible  w i th peace , good o rder 
and good govern ment ,  and I th i nk we 
have reached a po i nt where a stand 
ought to be made . " I n  the same year 
he added : " I  am not aware of any es­
sent i al po i n ts on wh i ch my op i n i ons 
d i ffer f rom those o f  the Duke of  We l ­
l i ngton and S i r  Robert Peel "  ( 32 1 ) .  
Such pronouncements • i ght seem a 
natu ral consequence o f  age , bu t i t  
was not Grey who had changed bu t ra­
ther that he had acqu i red new , young­
er and d i f ferent assoc i ates as he 
l ived from one age to another .  I t  was 
h i s  fate to be pra i sed at l ast for 
starting  a process wh i ch he was then 
unable to s top . But however he felt  
about i t  later it  was neverthel ess a 
great ach i evement whi ch d i d  accom­
p l i sh h i s  a i m  of protect i n g  Bri t i sh 
i n st i tu t i ons from v i o l ent upheaval . 

Nev i l le Thompson 
Un i vers i ty of Western On tar i o  

*** 

.. 
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Pau l a  G i l lett . The V i cto r i an Pa i nt­
er ' s  Wor l d .  Gloucester : A lan Sutton , 
1 990 . $40 . 00 .  

I n  the aut hor ' s  i nt roduct i on to th i s  
book wh i ch i s  based on her doctoral 
d i ssertat ion , she declares an amb i ­
t i ou s  goal : t o  f i l l  the gap left by 
soc i a l  and art h i sto r i an s  by te l l ing 
the s tory o f  the V i ctor i an painter in 
the context of his soc i ety . She sets 
out to assess the i mpact of  a l arge 
and i n f luen t i al art i st i c  com•un i ty on 
the h i story of the per i od and ,  to a 
certai n  degree , to document the i•­
pact of  that commun i ty on the ind i ­
v idual art i st .  I n  the ensu i ng seven 
chapters , she concen trates on some o f  
the most intr i gu i ng aspects o f  the 
story , fu l f i l l ing  her aims both e l o­
quen t l y  and luc i d l y . 

A central focus and un i fying i dea of 
G i l lett ' s  book i s  the phenomenon of 
the soc i a l  and economic  r i se of  the 
art i s t i n  V i ctor i an Eng l and from 1 8 50 
to 1 88 0 .  Apt ly chr i stened "Gen tl emen 
o f  the Brush , "  arti sts qu i c k l y  became 
wealthy , respected and even venerated 
members of the uppe r echelons of V i c­
tor i an soc i et y .  Th i s  l eads the author 
to a d i scuss ion of the trend towards 
commerc i a l i zat i on in the oeuv res of  
four art i s t s :  W i l l i am Powe l l  Fr i th , 
Hube rt Herkome r ,  Luke F i ldes , and 
Fran c i s  Ho l l ,  men whose tas tes for 
extraordinary houses and the creature 
comforts l ed them from monumental and 
some t i mes j arr ing dep ict ions of " so­
c i al rea l i sm" to the lucrat ive prac­
t i ce of  portrai t  pain t i n g .  G i l lett 
fo l lows th i s  deve lopment i n  these 
art i sts ' careers to the po int whe re 
she attempts to assess the emotional 
and psycho log i ca l  i mpact o f  " se l l i n g  
out" o n  these men . 

The author devotes two chapters to 
the women art i sts of the era,  a sub­
j ect that has preoccupied art h i s­
tor i ans i n  recent year s .  She docu-

ments the preponderance of women as 
pai n ters and scu l ptors--an 1 8 7 1  cen­
sus reported 1000 of  t hem--wh i le not­
ing the obstac les that were put i n  
the i r  path . A l though wo•en were al­
lowed to subm i t  works to the annual 
Royal Acade•y exh i b i t i ons 1 they cou ld 
not become academ i c i an s .  Art was seen 
as a respectable  occupat i on i f  the 
woman d id not leave the home . How­
eve r ,  shou l d  she venture to the aca­
demi es for ins truc t ion , she had to 
pay h i gher fees than her mal e co l­
leagues . Women were on l y  adm i t ted to 
l i fe drawing cl asses , an essen t i al 
component of  Academy tra i n i n g ,  on 
h i gh l y  restricted terms , i f  at al l .  
G i l lett prov i des case s tud ies o f  some 
women who ove rcame these d i f f i cu l t i es 
and ach i eved tremendous success . E l i ­
zabeth Thompson ' s  monuMental Rol l 
Cal l exh i b i ted at the Royal Academy 
in 1 8 7 4  attracted so many v i ewers 
that a protect ive rai l ing had to be 
insta l led . Not surpr i s i ng l y ,  women 
ar t i sts were an act i ve force i n  the 
r i se of  fem i n i sm .  G i l lett percept ive­
ly po ints out that the i ndependen t 
woman art i st actua l ly became a pro­
tagon i st in contemporary l i terature-­
He len Hun t i ngdon of  Anne Bronte ' s  
Tenant o f  W i  ld fe l l  Ha l l  be ing · the 
most famous .  

The au thor t s  f i nal chapter investi­
gates the i mportance and tremendous 
engagement of the art publ i c  in V i c­
tor i an Eng l and . I n  a rev ersal of  to­
day ' s  c r i t i c/pub l i c  relat ionsh i p ,  i t  
seems that the publ i c  recept i on o f  
art i sts ' works shown a t  the Royal 
Academy s i gn i f i can t l y  af fected the 
v i ews of cr i t i cs .  

G i l le tt ' s  book prov ides the V i c tor i an 
penchant for po l l ing and record ing a 
happy out l e t :  the d i scuss ion through­
ou t i s  so l i d l y  grounded in stat i s t i ­
c a l  ev i dence . W e  e•e rge w i th a p i c­
ture of a soc i ety in wh ich , for a few 
decades pr ior to 1 880 , the p l ast i c  



arts and popu l ar cul ture i ntersect , 
for the m i dd l e  c l asses at least . As a 
museum curator , 
learn tha t the 

I was aston i shed to 
1 8 43  ex hi h i  t i on o f  

cartoons f o r  the mu ral comm i ss i on s  o f  
the Hou ses o f  Parl i amen t att racted 
20-30 , 000 v i s i tors per day du r in g  a 
two month pe r i od ,  and that the 1 8 7 9  
Royal Academy exh i b i t i on was seen by 
3 9 1 , 1 9 7  v i ewers . Du r i ng the 1 880s and 
' 90s , the av erage attendance at these 
exh i b i t i on s , wh i ch gen eral l y  l asted 
two to three mon ths , was 355 , 000 . The 
Royal Academy j u r i es favou red narra­
t i ve and d i dact i c  pa i n t i n g and the 
aud i en ce ev i dent ly responded en thu s i ­
ast i cal l y .  However , a s  the Aesthet i c  
movement gathered strength i n  the 
1 8 70s , the c redo of art for art ' s  
sake began to chal l enge these c r i ­
ter i a .  Sch i sms appeared i n  the art 
wo r l d :  S i r  Cou tts L i ndsay ' s  open i ng 
o f  the Grosvenor Gal lery i n  1 8 7 7  as 
an al ternat i ve , less c rowded and more 
e l egant exh i b i t i on space s i gn i f i cant­
ly d i m i n i shed the status of the Royal 
Academy exh ib i t i on s .  
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Th i s  br ings u s  t o  the au thor ' s  
conclud i n g  d i scuss i on o f  the break i n g:  
of  the bond between the art i s t and 
the commun i ty :  

The un i ty o f  the art wor 1 d had 
been sha t tered , and the process 
wou ld be carr i ed to i t s log i cal 
con c l u s i on in the next century . I n  
1 90 7  Wal ter Crane cou ld note that 
c l i ques and smal l groups of  ar­
t i sts were the order of the day . 
The spl i n teri ng of  the art wor ld 
i nto unstab l e  movements and fac­
t i on s  ( together w i th the emphas i s  
on formal concerns over themat i c  
conten t )  has served i ncreas i ng l y  
t o  remove the pa i nter from the 
mainstream of  o rd i nary l i fe .  

Here Gi l l ett l eaves beh ind the V i cto­
r i an s  and enters the twen t i eth cen­
tury . 

I n  read i ng G i l lett ' s  book , we are 
repeated l y  struck by the real i z at i on 
that we are he i rs to phenomena that 

William Powell Frith, Derlly Day, 1 858. By permission of the Tate Gallery 
London (Photo: The Bridgeman An Library). · 
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were born or reborn dur in g  the V i cto­
r i an era. Her cons i derat i on o f  the 
" secu l ar i zati on of soc i ety and the 
sanct i f i cat i on of art" and her l ink­
i ng o f  a g row i ng i n terest i n  art to a 
m i dd le-c l as s  des i re for cu l t i vated 
respectab i l i ty are two such instanc­
e s .  

The V i ctor i an Pa i nter ' s  Wor l d  i s  a 
s i gn i f icant add i t i on to the increas­
i ng mass of l i teratu re on the pe r iod . 
I t  i s  a l so a very good read . L i ke 
F r i th ' s  Derby Day o f  1 8 5 8  ( see i l l . ) ,  
one o f  the most successfu l V i ctor i an 
pi ctu res i n  i ts day and to th i s  day , 
Gi l l ett ' s  book instructs and del i ghts 
by work ing  a 111yr i ad o f  fascinat i ng 
deta i l s  into a grand panorama. 

Nancy Minty 
Ass i s tant Curato r ,  Eu ropean 

Pa i n t i ng and Scu lpture 
Art  Gal lery of On tar i o  

*** 

I na Tay l o r .  George E l i o t :  Woman of 
Contrad i ct ions . London : We i denfeld 
and N i cho l son , 1 98 9 .  

I n  the "Pre face" o f  her recent b i o­
graphy of Geo rge E l iot , I n a  Tay lor 
states :' "I  was determ ined to use on l y  
pri mary sources , to exam ine al l the 
avai l able ev i dence myse l f ,  to take 
noth ing on trust  and to for• my own 
conc l u s i ons unh inde red by the opin­
i ons o f  the prev i ous bi ographers . "  
The portra i t  o f  her subj ect that Tay­
lor recon structs does evo l ve f rom a 
c lose read ing o f  the letters and 
j ou rna l s  as we l l  as from other pri­
mary sou rces . But the resu l t ing de­
l i neat i on of a "woman of contrad i c­
t i ons" i s  not necessar i l y  one that i s  
" truer" than those prev i ou s l y  drawn 
in other bi ograph i es . 

Taylo r ' s  book attes ts to this  co•m i t­
ment to fact by the inclus i on of some 

h i therto unknown ( to th i s  reader at 
least ) detai l s  about Mar i an Evans ' 
l i fe .  Some o f  these f indings are 
he lpfu l to ou r understand ing of the 
compos i te portra i t  o f  Mar i an Evans ; 
wh i le others are deployed , i t  seems , 
mai n l y  for sty l i s t i c  ef fect or , i n­
deed , shock v alue . An example o f  the 
forme r i s  Tay lor ' s  d i scovery of a 
"George E l iot Close" on an o l d  map of 
Ch i l vers Cotton on the wa l l  o f  Mar i an 
Evans ' father ' s  study . Tay lor uses 
th i s  p i ece o f  i n format ion to support 
her exp lanat ion o f  why Mar i an Evan s  
chose the pseudony• that she d i d .  An 
exampl e  of the latter i s  the inclu­
s i on o f  a letter in which we are told 
that Charles Bray wrote to Mar i an 
ask i ng i f  she cou ld spare a pound to 

contr ibu te to a fund for the r i bhon 
weavers of Coventry;  Bray was aghast 
when he d i scovered that he was taken 
at h i s  wo rd--one pound ar r ived in the 
mai l .  

These pi eces o f  bi ograph ical "ev i ­
dence" do g i ve a de f i n i t i on and a 
shape to Tay lo r ' s  subj ect . Howeve r ,  
even when ev i dence i s  consp i cuou s l y  
l ack i ng , Tay lor o f fers us f ic t i on and 
asks us to take i t  as fac t .  When she 
w r i tes about Mar i an ' s  mar r i age to 
Johnn i e  Cross , she descr ibes · the 
event thus : " Soon after the year of 
mou rn ing ended , Mar i an proposed to 
Johnn ie Cross . Prec i se dates and 
detai l s  are vague , hav i ng purposely  
been obscured by  Cross i n  an e f fort 
to protect Mar i an ' s  posthumous i mage 
and h i s  own s e l f-respect . "  Qu i te sur­
pr i s i ng l y , Taylor c l a i ms that Mar i an 
proposed to Johnn ie , and not v i ce 
versa , as Pro fessor Gordon Hai ght has 
had us he l i eve for the l ast twen ty­
odd years . I n  Ha i ght ' s  biography 
Johnn ie seduces Mar i an :  "Johnn i e  de­
cl ared that he wanted to be more than 
a f r i end to Mar i an .  She probabl y  d i s­
m i ssed it as i mposs ibl e . " Whom are we 
to be l i eve? S i nce Mar i an ' s  letters 
are tantal i s i ng l y ,  or susp ic i ous l y ,  



mute on th i s  i mportant event i n  her 
l i fe ,  i t  i s  poss i b l e  Tay lor may be 
r i ght . But her vers i on of events can 
on ly be specu l at i on . 

Taylor ' s  man i pu l at i on of  the facts-­
mak ing Mar i an the pursuer and not the 
pu rsued-- i s  necessary for the wri ter 
on two counts . F i rstl y ,  Tay l or ' s  ver­
s i on of the courtsh i p  of Mar i an Evans 
and John Cross is en t i re l y  i n  accord 
� i th the k i nd of character that she 
h as been s l ow l y  bu i ld i ng f rom the 
fi rst page of her bi ography . For Tay-
1 or , George E l i ot ' s  most i mportan t 
character i s t i cs were her unb r i d l ed 
love o f  sex and money ( not necessar i ­
l y  i n  that order ) .  Second l y ,  Tay l or ' s  
assump t i on that Johnn i e  suppressed 
the deta i l s  of  the cou rtsh i p  for the 
sake of propr i ety ampl y  supports her 
hypothes i s  that Mari an Evans ' con­
stant concern was to maintain an au ra 
of  respectab i l i ty .  Th i s  des i re to be 
he ld i n  h i gh esteem apparent l y  gov­
erned man y of Mar i an ' s  act i ons . 

Mar i an Evans , as understood by I na 
Taylor  and other b i ographers such as 
Laura Emery and Di anne Sado f f , spent 
the better part of  her l i fe aton ing 
for the break w i th her father and her 
brother I saac . Much o f  the b i ography 
i s  spent an alys i ng the nove l i st ' s  
an x i et i es about the i rreparable  sepa­
rat i on from her father over di f fe­
rences i n  rel i g i on and her subsequent 
break w i th her brother I saac over her 
el opemen t and her "non-mar r i age" to 
George Hen ry Lewes . Taylor a l so 
poi nts to Mar i an ' s  sense o f  loss and 
separat i on dur i ng these years as de­
term i n ing  her response to soc i ety as 
a who l e , as we l l  as to those who came 
w i th i n  her more int i mate c i rc l e .  When 
Mar i an Evans rej ected her father ' s  
re l i g i on she suf fered a loss of  i den­
t i ty ,  s i nce that i den t i ty had been 
based on her father ' s  values ; there­
fore she attempted to create new 
i denti t i es for herse l f  in the years 
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that fo l lowed . The t i t les o f  many o f  
the chapters i n  the b i ographr i l l u­
strate th i s  des i re to so l i d i fy her 
sense of se l f :  "The Long Sad Yea rs o f  
You th , "  "Nei ther Use Nor Orn ament , "  
"You Excommun i cate Me , "  "Metamorpho­
s i s , " " I  am a Heathen and an Out ] a"' ' "  
and "Changing the I mage . " Read i n g  
these chapter t i t les rem i nds one o f  
how i mportant the con struct i on of  a 
strong se l f- i mage i s  for the charac­
ters i n  the nove l s .  

Thus Taylor f i nds " the con trad i c­
t i ons" o f  her t i tle to l i e  between 
Mari an Evan s '  adherence to the con­
servat i ve , ru ral values held for the 
f i rst thi rty years of her l i fe , and 
her subsequent attempts to rec la i m 
those values over the l ast th i rty 
years . Th i s  b i sect i on of  the l i fe 
i n to two d i screte i l l - f i tt i ng parts 
seems too s i mp l i s t i c .  Such a d i v i s ion 
i gnores or mi n i m i ses Lewes ' i mpor­
t ance in Mar i an Evan s '  mental  and 
emoti onal l i fe .  Wh i l e i t  may be true 
that Robert Evans hel ped to "create" 
Mar i an Evans , it i s  equal l y true that 
George Lewes was respon s i bl e  for the 
e•ergence of  George E l i ot .  

\ 

\ 
''\ . � 

\ 
'I 

... ,...,, 
I 

George Eliot 



28 

We f ind , throughout the b i ography , 
Tay lor ' s  repeated c laims  that we must 
look back to the conservative Robe rt 
Evans to understand the apparent l y  
rad i cal George E l iot , and that i t  i s  
i n  th i s  attach•ent o f  daughter to 
father that we can understand many o f  
Mar i an Evans ' /George E l i ot ' s  cont ra­
d i ct i ons . The re i s  obv i ously  some 
truth to these assert i ons ; however ,  
the repe t i t i on o f  the argu•ent re­
su lts  in a far too s i •p l i f i ed por­
trait of the woman who created both 
Rosamond V i ney and Romo l a ,  Ada• Bede 
and Bu l strode , Gwendo l en Harl eth and 
M i rah . One observes i n  George E l i ot ' s  
characters comb inat i ons o f  fr ivol i ty 
and ser i ousness ,  o f  s ince r i ty and 
hypocr i sy ,  and of seductress and v i r­
g i n . Su rely  E l iot ' s  characters can 
l eg i t i mate ly be u sed to cast l i ght on 
the character of the i r  c reator or at 
the very l east reveal the cast o f  
m i nd requ i red t o  create such d i verse 
personal i t i es .  

Howeve r ,  desp i te these l im i tati ons , 
Taylor ' s  book i s  a we lcome add i t i on 
to the prev i ous " l ives" o f  Geo rge 
E l iot by John Cross , Gordon Hai ght , 
Ruby Red inger , Laura Emery , and 
D i anne Sadoff , I cannot accept Tay­
l or ' s  portra i t  of Mar i an Evans in i t s  
ent i rety . When I put the book down I 
was rem inded o f  the way that I felt  
when I f i rst d i scovered that the 
" real M i m i "  ( Henr i  Murger' s M i • i  in 
h i s  "Scenes de l a  V i e  Boheme" )  was a 
�rofoundl y  egot i st i cal woman--no 
shr inking v i o l et . Sudden l y  Pucc i n i ' s  
sen s i t i ve ,  flower l i ke M i m i  was •eta­
morphosed i n to someone en t i re l y  at 
odds w i th my preconcept i ons . I s  
George E l iot real l y  the sex-starved 
mercenary c reature that Taylor 
pai nts? I qu i te s imp ly cannot recon­
c i le that i mage of her w i th the 
wr i ter of the nove l s .  

Te resa Snel g rove 
Un iversi ty of Western Ontar io 

J .  Rus sel l  Perk i n .  A Recept i on-H i s to­
ry o f  George E l i ot ' s  F i c t i on . Ann Ar­
bor :  UMI Research Press ,  1 990 . 

George Lev i ne w r i tes , i ntrodu c i ng a 
" V i ctor i an C luster" in PMLA ( Oc t .  
1 9 90 ) :  "our v i ew of V i c tor i an l i tera­
ture i s  undergo ing an i mportant rev i ­
s i on" ( 1028 ) .  Th i s  awareness i n forms 
J .  Rus se l l  Perk i n ' s  recen t " recept ion 
h i story" o f  George E l iot ' s  f i ct ion , 
an exam i nat ion of the c r i t ical  recep­
t i on that forms a segment of the 
hori zon against wh i ch the nov e l s  are 
perce ived and that , accord i n g  to Sar­
tre and Jauss , i s  a v i ta l , con s t i tu­
ent e l ement of the work of art i t­
sel f .  Th i s  book i s  espec ial l y  we l come 
at a t i me when stud ies of l i terary 
h i story demand we re-exam i ne the con­
text of nove l s '  produc t ion . 

Lengthy studies  o f  E l i ot ' s  work are 
now common l y  prefaced by remarks 
about the vo lume of E l iot cr i t i c i sm 
and thumb-na i l  sketches o f  her work ' s  
c r i t ical recept ion , f rom con tempo rary 
hag i ography and ear ly twent i eth-cen­
tury negl ect to the resusci tat i on by 
Bas i l  W i l ley and F . R .  Leav i s ,  the 
maj or stud i e s  of Barbara Hard y ,  W . J .  
Harv ey , and U . C .  Knoepflmacher , and 
the expan s i on of interest in the l ast 
two decade s .  Karen L .  Pangal lo ' s  
George E l iot : A Re ference Gu ide, 
1 9 72- 1 98 7  ( Boston : G . K .  Hal l ,  1 9 90 ) 
contains 2 2 3  pages l i st i ng "wr i t ings 
abou t George E l iot" produced over 
j ust f i fteen years s i nce 1 972 , and 
Graha11 Handley ' s  State of the Art : 
Geo rge E l iot ( Br i sto l :  Br i sto l Press , 
1 990 ) i s  sub- t i tled " A  gu ide through 
the c r i t i cal haze . "  In the "Pre face" 
to h i s  An Annotated C r i t i cal B ib l io­
graphy o f  Geo rge E l i ot ( Br i ghton : 
Harves te r ,  1 988 ) ,  George Lev i ne notes 
the "vastness" of E l iot cr i t i c i sm 
produced ove r the past forty years 
and caut ions " i t wou l d  he imposs ible  
and unw i se to  attempt to  ach ieve fu l l  
cove rage o f  al l works about her" 



( i X ) ,  

Pe rk in s i mi l ar l y  restr i cts th i s  in­
vesti gat i on , w h i ch is  a recept i on­
h i story , not a b ib l i ography , even a 
c r i t i cal one , o f  E l i ot cr i t i c i sm .  
Th i s  study i s  c i rcumscri bed i n  two 
ways : i t  pr i mar i l y  con s i ders three 
nove l s ,  Adam Bede , Dan i e l  Deronda , 
and Fel ix  Ho l t ,  in th i s  unusual se­
quence , and t reats The Mi l l  on the 
Floss and M i d d l emarch rather br i e f l y .  
The study al so con f i n es i tse l f  to 
maj or cr i t i ca l  parad i gms and prom i ­
nent cri t i cs and doesn ' t  con s i der i n  
detai l the h i story o f  the understand­
ing of E l i ot ' s  inte l l ectu a l  sources , 
from the work o f  R i chard S i mpson on 
ph i l osophy to that o f  G i l l i an Bee r ,  
Karen Chase 1 and Sal l y  Shuttleworth 
on n i neteenth-cen tury sc i ence . More­
over , wh i l e i t  c l aims to "attempt to 
connect the recepti on- h i story o f  
E l i ot ' s  f i c t i on t o  the h i stor i e s  o f  
the other d i scou rses , in s t i tut i ons , 
and soc ial  groups wh i ch co l l ect i v e l y  
make u p  what Jauss cal l s  ' general 
h i story ' "  ( 19 ) and i t  does o f fer an 
energet i c  and w i de-ranging d i scus­
s i on 1 i ts coverage i s  sc rupu lou s l y  
conc i se .  

A recept i on-h i story , methodolog i ca l l y  
grounded in  phenomeno logi cal herme­
neut i c s  and based on Jauss ' s  cri t i cal 
theory , h i stor i c i zes a work ' s  cri t i ­
cal reception rather than merel y  sum­
mar i z ing  and c lass i fy ing  i t .  Th i s  
vol ume commences w i th a l uc id h i story 
of  recept i on theory i tse l f ,  but the 
core of the study c r i t i cal ly appl i es 
J au ss ' s  theory , wh i l e  also d raw i n g  
upon the methods o f  new l i terary h i s­
tory , mater i a l i st h i story , and ear l i ­
er 1 i terary soc io logy--what Annabe l 
Patterson has ter11ed fond ly "old l it­
erary h i story . " Perk i n  ai ms for a 
synthes i s  o f  materi al i st h i story and 
recept i on theory , the l at ter aod i f ied 
by c l ose atten t i on to ind i v idual 
texts '  product i on and a " ao re spec i -

2 9  

f i e  study of  par t i cu l ar hor i zons" 
( 14 ) .  In prac t i ce , th i s  mean s that 
Jauss i an reconstruc t i ons of  a novel ' s  
recept i on are fol lowed by Pe rk i n ' s  
own i n terpretat i on .  Th i s  aethodo ] ogy 
resemb l es Jauss ' s  approach in an es­
say in Toward an Aesthet i c  of Recep­
t i on ( M inneapo l i s :  Un i vers i ty o f  M i n­
nesota Pres s , 1 98 2 ) ,  in  wh i ch an ac­
count of the h i story of the i nterpre­
tat i on of Baude l ai re ' s  "Spl een" pre­
cedes " the most recent one ,  that i s ,  
my own " ( 1 39 ) .  The assumpt i ons under­
l y i ng Perki n ' s  own cr i t i cal pract i ce 
are apparent i n  h i s  reco11mendat i on s  
for the qual i f i cat i ons o f  future 
scho l ars us ing recept i on theory i n  
E l i ot stud i es , wh i ch i nclude ab i l i ­
t i es i n  " for•al analys i s ,  h i stor i ca l  
scho l arsh i p ,  and an awareness o f  the 
var i ou s  functions of  l i terature i n  
soc iety , "  but a l so a grasp o f  "poss i ­
b i l i t i es o f  be i ng wh i ch are opened up 
th rough l i teratu re" ( 1 5 7-8 ) .  

The chapter on E l i ot i n  the 1 850s , 
wh i l e om i t ting  an intertextual con­
s i derat i on of Scott ' s  f i c t i on 1 exa­
m i nes the i n f luence of Wordswo rth , 
Lewes , and Rusk in on E l iot ' s  work . 
The t reatment of  Thackeray in  th i s  
context i s  part i cu l arly i ns i ghtfu l , 
and , exam ining Goethe ' s  i n f l uence , 
Perk in rem i nds u s  that E l iot ' s  f i c­
t i on " was seen by i ts ear l iest read­
ers as part of a European movement of  
f i ct ion" ( 4 5 ) .  He s i tuates Adam 
Bede ' s recept i on w i th i n  the h i story 
of  the V i ctori an •arket for f i ct i on 
and f i c t i on ' s  sh i f t ing  s tatus . Th i s  
recept i on-h i story d i spl ays the •eri ts  
o f  carefu l study o f  contemporary re­
v i ews , de•onstrat ing that , despi te 
occas i onal •yop i a ,  •any rev i ewers , 
such as Edward Dowden , were remark­
ably percept ive.  I t  traces the reac­
t i on against E l i ot ' s  e• inen t per sona 
in  the earl y  twen t i eth century and 
o f fers detai led c r i t i ques of  the work 
of Hen ry J&lles ( recal l ing Bloom ' s  
" anx iety o f  i n f luence , "  Perk i n  s ay s  
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E l iot was J ames ' s  " l i terary parent 
and . • .  r ival " [ 9 2 ] ) ,  Les l ie Stephen , 
V i rg i n i a  Woo l f ,  Lord Dav id Cec i l ,  E .  
M .  Forster , Percy Lubbock , F . R .  Lea­
v i s ,  Raymond W i l l i ams , Terry Eag le­
ton , and Sandra Gi l bert and Susan 
Gubar . 

Perki n  exposes the c r i t i ca l  b l i ndness 
underlying aspects o f  prom i nent c r i ­
t i cs '  read i ngs . J .  H i l l i s  M i l le r ,  
Perkin regards as a "New Cri t i c who 
has inve rted a l l the assumption s  o f  
t h e  New Cr i t i c i sm w i thout trans form­
i n g  the nature of i ts c r i t ical prac­
t i ce" ( 1 54 ) .  Th i s  astute assessment 
i s  one wh i ch ,  i n  part at least , M i l ­
le r ' s  col league Pau l de Man accepted 
( see Stephano Rosso ' s  i nterv i ew w i th 
de Man i n  Cr i t ical  I nqu i ry [ 1 98 6 ] , 
789-95 ) .  Perk in ' s  judgments are bo l d  
and forthr i ght : Barbara Hardy ' s  c r i ­
t i c i sm i s  " i mportant , "  al though i ts 
"n arrow" methodo logy leads to an " i m­
pover i shed inte rpretat ion , "  inscr ibed 
w i th an "ou tmoded i deo logy" ( 1 2 1 - 2 ) , 
Q . D . Leav i s ' s  soc iolog i cal methodo lo­
gy i s  " i mperfect and i ncon s i stent" 
( 7 5 )  and Cynth i a  Chase ' s  celebrated 
deconstruction of Dan i e l  Deronda i s  
'' fac i le"  ( 1 5 5 ) .  

Th i s  vo lume focuses upon " the s tudy 
of c r i t i c i sm" ( 1 8 ) , but a l so i n corpo­
rates Perk i n ' s  own i n terpretat i ons o f  
certain nove l s .  These readings are 
o ften i l lum i nat i ng , but the tran s i ­
t i ons from recept i on-h i s tory t o  Pe r­
k i n ' s  own interpretat ion , espec i a l l y  
i n  Chapters 2 and 3 ,  are , fo r th i s  
reader ,  somewhat abrupt , and the in­
terpretat ions somet i mes l ack the 
r i gour of other sect i ons . For exam­
ple , we l earn that " the who le po int" 
of  M i dd lemarch is that Dorothea ' s  
"1 i fe has no gi ven a i m  . . . because 
she i s  a gen t l ewoman . • .  whose lot i s ' 
predete rm i ned" ( 1 5 1 -2 ) .  Perkin ' s  
read ing more frequen t l y ,  however ,  
l ocates i deo logical  con f l ict i n  the 
l i te rary form of a text , through an 

unpack i ng of rad ical  oppos i t i on i n  
the text ' s  rheto r i c .  Chapter 3 ' s  
trac i ng o f  Dan i e l  Deronda ' s reception 
precedes an exam i nat i on of  the s i te 
o f  "unreso lved tens ions" ( 79 ) o f  an 
i deolog i ca l  ( re l i gi ous , i mper ial i s t , 
and fem i n ist ) cast . A s  i n  h i s  t reat­
ment of Adam Bede and Fel i x  Ho l t , 
Perk i n  locates th i s  ten s i on i n  Dan i e l  
Deronda ' s  c losu re . 

Wh i l e i t  does not engage i n  di alogue 
w i th the theo r i es of  Foucau l t ,  thi s  
book has s i m i l ar i t i es to Lennard J .  
Dav i s ' s  i l lum inat i ng study o f  e i gh­
teenth-cen tury d i scourse , Factual 
Fict ions , and to the V i cto r i an re­
search of  the cu lture c r i t i c  Cathe­
r i ne Gal l agher .  Perk i n ' s  recept i on­
h i story has real value for E l iot 
stud i es and is an i mpress i ve endo rse­
ment of the usefu lness of  recept ion 
theo ry ; the study a l so prov ides a 
carefu l ly de l i neated h i s tory o f  twen­
t. i  eth-centu ry c r i t i cal app l i cat i on s  
o f  l i terary theo ry .  The volume ends 
w i th a ce lebrat ion of the carn ival­
esque mu l t i p l i c i ty o f  interpretat ion , 
and a note to future interpreters . 
Pe rhaps echo ing Terry Eag l e ton ' s  
wo rds in h i s  "Pre face" t.n Dan i e l  Cot­
tom ' s  Soc ial  F igu res ( M i nneapo l i s :  
Un i vers i ty o f  M i nnesota Press , 1 987 ) ,  
" there i s  more than one Geo rge E l iot"  
( xv i i ) ,  Pe rk in w r i tes : 

"George E l iot" i s  not a mono logi­
cal de ity who appears before those 
who formu l ate the r i ght ques t i on .  
She i s  rather a goddes s  capab le o f  
mu l t i ple i ncarnat i on s , and who has 
appeared in d i f ferent forms to 
d i f feren t l y  s i tuated be l i evers , 
none of  whom has access to an 
empyrean realm  i nhab i ted by an 
un chang ing presence . ( 1 5 5 ) 

Ol i ver Lovesey 
Okanagan ro l lege 
Ke lown a ,  B . C .  



James Be l i ch . The V i ctor i an I nterpre­
tat i on of Rac i a l  Con f l i ct :  the Mao r i ,  
the Bri t i sh, and the New Zeal and 
Wars . Mont real and K i ngston : McG i l l ­
Queen ' s Un i versi ty Press , 1 989 . 396 
pages , $ 1 7 . 95 pape rback . 

Queen V i ctor i a ' s  l i t t l e  wars are gen­
era l l y  con s i dered to have fol l owed a 
s i m i l ar pattern : the ind i genous in­
hab i tan t s , whether S i kh ,  Z u l u  or Mao­
r i , f i gh t i n g  brave l y  but u l t i mate l y  
hope l ess l y  aga inst supe r i or Br i t i sh 
f i re power and d i sc i p l i n e .  The p i c­
tu re d rawn of the l osers i s  u sual l y  
the same--hero i c ,  even ch i va l rou s , 
bu t pr i m i t i v e i n  the i r  soc i al organ i ­
z at i on , the i r  inab i l i ty to deve lop 
un i f i ed l eadersh i p ,  the i r  i n s i stence 
on try ing o l d  f i ght i ng methods such 
as the frontal  attack even when re­
peated ev i dence showed that these d i d 
not work . 

In New Zea l and , that far-o f f  corner 
of  the Empi re , why shou l d  things have 
been any d i f feren t? James Be l i ch , i n  
h i s  eno rmou s l y  i n terest i n g  book abou t 
the fou r Maori  wars between 1 8 45  and 
1 8 7 2 , argues that they were . The p i c­
ture he draws i s  much more subt l e  
than the standard one o f  an act i ve 
impe r i a l  power ov erwhe l m i ng a sta t i c  
i n d i genous one . The Maor i s  were not 
s impl y at the rece i v i n g  end of  Br i t­
i sh m i ght ; rather , they fought i t  to 
someth ing c l ose to a dra� . Moreover ,  
they showed an ab i 1 i ty to adapt to 
the new threat w i th •od i f i cat i on s  of  
the i r  own soc i al and po l i t i ca l  i n s t i ­
tut i ons and w i th i nnovat i on s  i n  war­
fare . That in turn was go ing to have 
an i mpact on the future re l at i on s  be­
tween the races in New Zeal and . 

These are bol d  arguments , persuas i ve­
ly put forward . I f  occas i ona l l y  Dr . 
Be l i ch seems determ i n ed to quarre l 
w i th v i rtual l y  every rece i ved version 
o f  the wars , he can be forg i ven . H i s  
anal ys i s  i s  a model  o f  h i sto r i ca l  
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method ; he has gone through the 
sou rces w i th great care , show ing 
where i ncon s i stenc i es and i m probah i ] ­
i t i es make i t  i mposs i b l e  to cred i t  
ear l i er accounts . Hi s interpretat i on 
i s  a chal l enge , not j u s t  to New Z e a ­
l and h i stori o graphy , hu t to that.  o f  
impe r i a l  h i story a s  a who l e ,  f o r  i t  
shows the i mportance of  rev i s i  t. i n g  
the sou rces w i th a cri t i c a l  eye and 
the need to attempt to j ud ge the con­
f l i cts of the n i neteenth cen tury from 
the perspective of both s i des , not 
just f rom that of  the v i ctor . 

W i th a l l  th i s ,  he has a l so w r i t ten an 
absorb i n g  narrative of  the wars them­
se l ves . For too l ong , the h i story of  
war has been seen , often w i th just i ­
f i cat ion , as the preserve of the 
m i l i tary spec i a l i sts , interested i n  
the m i nut i ae o f  batt l e .  Th i s  book i s  
an examp l e  o f  the best k i nd of  mode rn 
m i  1 i tary hi story p i onee red by Mi chae 1 
Howard wh i ch l ooks at war i n  i t s  
broader context . Dr . Be l i ch starts 1 

for examp l e ,  by expl ain i n g the rea­
sonab l y  comfortab l e  111odus v i vend i  
that ex i sted between the two nat i ons 
be fore the f i rst war . The Maor i s  
wanted interac t i on w i th Europeans but 
they d i d  not want the au thor i ty o f  
the i r  t rad i t i onal ch i e fs t o  b e  und�r­
cut by the new arr iva l s .  One of the 
i rri tants in  the relat i onah i p  was the 
d i f ferent notions of  �overe i gnty , 
expressed in the d i f ferent. mean i n gs 
g i ven to the word in the Eng l i sh 
l angu age and Mao r i  versions of  the 
treaty of 1 8 4 0 .  The Maor i s  were pre­
pared to concede nom inal  sovere i gnty , 
not , as the Br i t i sh i ntended , sub­
stan t i v e .  Another was the presence of  
sett l ers who come across here as an 
unsympathet i c  group , con s i sten t l y  
demanding the i r  own governmen t to 
protect them against the con sequences 
of  the i r  own rash act ions and then 
comp l a i n i n g  bi tter l y  when the govern­
ment forces are unable  to de feat the 
Maor i s .  ( I t  i s  a v i ew of  settlers 
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that the Br i t i sh author i t ies them­
selves seem to have shared . ) The 
f i rst war , the Northern of 1845-6 , 
for exaapl e , s tarted when the re­
spected ch i e f  Heke came to the con­
c l u s i on that he cou ld no longer 
to lerate chal l enges to h i s  author i ty .  
O n  the other hand , h e  d i d  not want to 
e l i m inate the Br i t i sh presence a l to­
gether ; dur i ng the war , the sett lers 
in his  ter r i tory were we l l- t reated . 

Out o f  the story o f  the campai gn s  
themse lves , several key po ints 
emerge . In the f i rst p l ace the Mao r i s  
managed t o  sustain campai gn s  against 
a much l arger Br i t i sh force ( wh i ch at 
i ts he i ght in 1864 total led 1 2 , 000 
men ) by rotat i ng the i r  so ld iers i n  
f rom the i r  f i e lds for f i n i te per i ods . 
Second l y ,  they genera l l y  managed to 
ach i eve a h i gh leve l o f  d i sc i p l i ne 
and e f fect i ve leadersh i p  i n  batt le . 
Th i rd ,  and perhaps most i mportan t ,  
they rare l y  made the m i stake o f  com­
m i tt ing the i r  weaker forces in open 
bat t l e .  Rather , they l ured the Br i t­
i sh to at tack the i r  forts--or �s--hy 
th row i ng them up in st rateg i c  loca­
t i on s .  Mo reover , they made s i gn i f i ­
cant i nnovat i on s  i n  the � con struc­
t i on , i nc luding f i r ing t renches and 
underground bunkers to protect the i r  
so l d i ers against art i l lery f i re .  At 
the bat t l e. of Gate Pa i n  1864 the 

0." 
Mao r i s  a l lowed the Br i t i sh to storm 
the mai n  redoubt and then poured f i re 
at them f rom cove red trenches and 
bunkers , somet i mes qu i te l i teral ly at 
the i r  feet . The ch i e f  i n  command had 
told h i s  men " not to utter a word or 
f i re a shot u nt i l  the proper t i me 
came for the o rde r . "  The Br i t i sh lost 
1 00 dead o r  wounded , the Mao r i s  per­
haps f i fteen . Thi s  was not a un i que 
� or a un i que outcome . I ndeed , Mao r i  
messengers had car r i ed models o f  the 
new type o f  � around the count ry 
so•e years prev i ou s l y .  

The Br i t i sh found i t  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ac-

cept de feat at the hands o f  a people 
they con s i dered , i n  Governor Grey ' s  
·words , "a  sem i -barbarous race , puf fed 
up w i th the p r ide of an i mag ined 
equal i ty" . Even when Br i t i sh so l d i e rs 
expe r i enced the e f fect i veness o f  Mao­
r i  de fences they cou l d  i n  the words 
of a conte•porary " scarce ly be l i eve 
that a savage race w i thout any educa­
t i on i n  m i l i tary tact i c s  cou l d  have 
des i gned and so thorough l y  carr i ed 
out the detai l s  o f  such a compl ete 
system of de fence . "  

The Br i t i sh reaction to spec i f i c  
defeats fo l lowed a pattern : f i rs t  
inc redu l i ty ,  then a search f o r  ex­
cuses and scapegoats ,  and f i nal l y  a 
den i al e i ther that the bat t l e  had 
been i mportant or that a defeat had 
occu r red . Pos s i b l y  the most i ngen i ous 
exp l anat ion came f rom The T i mes o f  
London , wh i ch argued that the teme r i ­
t y  o f  the Mao r i s  i n  tak ing on the 
Br i t i sh Emp i re unnerved the i r  oppo­
nents "just as at chess a bad and 
reck less p l ayer i s  somet imes more 
fo rmidable than a master o f  the 
game . "  To unde rs tand th i s  reac t i on 
and the subsequen t t reatmen t of the 
wars , Dr . Be l i ch argues , aga in most 
conv inc ing l y ,  that it is necessary to 
understand the rac ial categor ies i n  
wh i ch V i ctor i ans s o  often thought . 
The d i storted interpretat ion was un­
consc i ous but nonethe less systemat i c  
and has af fec ted h i stor i cal  th i nk i ng 
down to the presen t .  

The author conc ludes w i th the hope 
that th i s  re-exam i nat ion of the Mao r i  
wars w i l l  lead to a fresh look a t  the 
other smal l wars . I t  cannot fai l to 
do so . He has taken what at f i rst 
s i ght m i ght seem a s ubj ect of l i m i ted 
i n terest to the non-s

.
pec ial  i st and 

tu rned i t  in to a start i ng po int for 
exp loring impo rtant i ssues f rom the 
use of h i sto r i cal ev idence , to the 
natu re of warfare , to V i cto r i an ideas 
on race and evolut ion .  T n  so do i ng he 



has prov i ded both a cha l l enge and a 
model to other h i stor i ans . 

Margaret MacM i l l an 
Ryerson Po l ytechn i cal I nsti tu te 

* * *  

I an Ker . John Hen ry Newman : A L i fe . 
Ox fo rd :  Oxford Un i vers i ty Press , 
1 988 . 764 PP · I $38 . 5 0 .  

I n  h i s  pre face , Ker po ints  out that 
Newman prov i des unusual opportun i t i e s  
together w i th unusual chal l en ges for 
a b i ographe r .  The amount o f  h i s  w r i t­
ing  to be cons i de red i s  enormous-­
over forty volumes of works , and 
20 , 000 le tters wh i ch , w i th the di a­
r i es ,  w i l l  eventual l y  f i l l  thi rt y-one 
vol umes . Ker des i res to g i ve a more 
bal an ced p i cture of Newman ' s  person­
al i ty than W i l frid Ward d i d ,  and a 
more deta i l ed p i ctu re o f  the t h i n ker 
and w r i ter than Mer i o l  Trevor d i d .  " I  
have tried to w r i te a book wh i ch i s  
both a reason ab l y  fu l l  personal l i fe 
and al so an i n t e l lectua l and l i terary 
bi ography , "  he says . "So far as i t  i s  
a study o f  the man 1 I hope i t  w i  1 1  
f i nal l y  d i spel the myth o f  the h yper­
sen s i t ive ,  humou r l es s ,  sad Newman . "  
Ker espec i a l l y w i shes to shed l i ght 
on Newman ' s  rhetor i c ,  the exuberance 
of i magery and metaphor to be found 
i n  h i m  ( somet i mes recal l in g  D i cken s ) , 
and h i s  gen ius  as a sat i r i cal w r i te r .  

I n  many of  these a i ms he succeeds . 
J ames Came ron has po i n ted out that he 
o f ten mu tes the dramat i c  qual i ty of 
c l i mact i c  epi sodes in Newman ' s  l i fe ,  
such as h i s  almost fatal i l l ness i n  
S i c i ly when h e  was conv i nced that he 
wou l d  not d i e  because " I  have not 
s i nned aga i n s t  the l i gh t . " I t  i s  a 
remarkable ach i evement , however , for 
Ker to have brought the weal th o f  
i n format i on avai l able to h i m  i n to 
coherent form--espec i a l l y  when he had 
20 , 000 l et ters to contend w i th .  A s  a 
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former member o f  the Bi rm i ngham Ora­
tory ( he i s  now a d i ocesan pri est ) ,  
he knew al l about those thousands o f  
l etters , and the u se h e  has made o f  
them con s t i tutes , paradox i cal l y ,  both 
a st rength and weakness of h i s  book . 

Quotat ions from them abound ; some­
t i mes s i x  or seven are quoted on a 
s i ngle page , usua l l �· to very good 
e f fect , e spec i a l l y because they th row 
l i ght on Newman ' s  s tate of m i nd at a 
g iven per i od i n  h i s l i fe .  At t i mes , 
however 1 Ker fo l l ows them so care­
ful l y  that he negl ects to br i ng out 
the spec i a l  s i gn i f i cance offithe sub­
j ect he i s  d i scuss i n g .  Th i s  i s  par­
t i cu l ar l y  true of h i s  t reatment o f  
Tract 90 . We g o  round and round the 
cen tral  i s sue , but n ever get to i t :  
we l earn about the b i shops ' react i on 
to i t ,  for example , how gradual l y  
they began t o  come out aga inst i t  1 

and how hum i l i at i ng i t  was for Newman 
to have the censure agai nst i t  " post­
ed up by the marsha l l  on the bu ttery­
hatch of every Co l lege of  my Un i ver­
s i ty ,  after the manner of d i scommoned 
pastry-cooks . "  But we are not to ld 
c l early what Tract 90 was about , 
wh i ch of  i ts s tatemen t s  'were found 
most o f fens i ve by i ts ·. cri t i cs , and 
whether o r  not Newman ' s  cont�rit i on 
that the Th i rty-n i ne Art i c les were 
su scept ible of a Cathol fc interpre­
tat i on cou ld be supported . 

Ke r ' s  jud i c ious u se of  the l etters 
serves , however ,  to i l lumi nate New­
man ' s  uncerta i n  state of m i nd i n  the 
peri od between Tract 90 and h i s  con­
vers i on in 1 84 5 ; but he a l so g i ves 
spec i a l  emphas i s  to the un ivers i ty 
sermons Newman del ivered dur i n g  t h i s  
per i od .  I n  January 1843  he w as work­
i n g  hard at the l ast of them , to be 
g i ven on 2 February , and wrote to 
Pusey , " I f  any one values h i s  Lun­
cheon • . •  he •ust not go to hear me 
at St . Mary ' s ,  for my ser•on i s  o f  
portentous l ength . "  I t  actual l y  l ast-
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ed for an hour and a hal f !  It was on 
a topi c  wh i ch he had f i rst addressed 
in 1 8 26 , the re l at i onsh i p  between 
fa i th and reason . " I f  there i s  one 
work of Newman wh ich may tru l y  be 
cal l ed ' seminal , ' " Ker w r i tes , " i t i s  
su re l y  the Ox ford Un i vers i ty Sermon s , 
where he f i rst exp lores some o f  h i s  
mos t  br i l l i an t l y  o r i g inal  i deas . The 
l ast two sermons , in fact , conta i n  
respectively  the genes i s  o f  the I dea 
of a Un ivers i ty and of the Develop­
ment o f  Chr i s t i an Doctr i ne . " H i s  
d i scuss ions o f  fai th and w i sdom and 
the develop111ent o f  the phi losoph i c  
m i nd are supp lemented here by the 
conv ict i on that , s i nce e lemen tary 
pr i n c i ples are n ecessary to the human 
m i nd , some k i nd o f  dogmat i sm or sys­
tem i s  i nev i tab le--" i t  forms the sta­
m i na of thought , wh ich , when i t  1 s  
removed , langu i shes and droops . "  

A letter to Mar i a  Gi berne desc r i bes 
the str i ct regi men Newman and h i s  
fol lowers adhered to dur ing h i s  pe r i ­
o d  o f  quas i-ex i l e from Ox ford at L i t­
t l emore : 

We have one j o int-meal . • .  du r ing 
the day at 5 PM , which four days 
of the week cons i sts of meat , gen­
erally co l d .  We break f ast . . .  not 
be fore noon • • •  but separate l y  and 
stand in� We keep s i l ence t i  11 2 
o r  3 PM accord ing as i t  i s  w i nter 
o r  sum11e r ,  and resume it at 8 or 
9. We begin serv i ces at 6 AM-- i n  
Advent we beg i n  a t  3 .  

He was attracted to Roman devot ional 
works because of " the i r  great and 
bus i ness- l i ke pract icalness " : they 
met def i n i te sp i r i tual needs . But 
"RCs cannot wr i te Eng l i sh .  Our l i t­
erature i s  essent i a l l y  Protestant-­
A l l  our great wr i ters are such--a l l  
the strength , r i chness , and e l egance 
of the l anguage i s  devo ted to the 
ma i ntenance of Protestan t i sm . "  

I n  the m i dd le o f  h i s  ten s ion and 
anx i ety , he s t i l l  retai ned h i s  sense 
o f  humour ,  as when he heard that a 
Devon sh i re farmer had named a pr i ze 
bu l l  after Dr . Pusey-- "You see how 
Pusey i sm i s  spread i n g .  I t  has reached 
our very catt l e . " He also recounted 
the amu s i n g  story of overhear ing  a 
man say con f i den t l y ,  on the train 
from London to Oxford , "Depend on i t ,  
Newman i s  a Jesu i t . " I f  he was less  
than sat i s factory on  Tract 90 , Ker 
g ives a very good summary o f  the Es­
say on the Development of Chr i st i an 
Doc t r i ne .  He also br ings out the 
pathos o f  the last sermon Newman de­
l i vered as an Ang l i can , on "The Part­
ing of Fr iends , "  and of h i s  tak i ng 
leave of L i tt l emore on becom i ng a 
Catho l i c two years l ater-- "So many 
dead , so many separated • . • •  Other 
dear fri ends who are prese rved in 
l i fe not mov ing  w i th me • . .  " 

I n  a chapter on "Con troversy and 
Sat i re , "  Ker expat i ates on the mar­
vel lous f l ow of sat i r i c  rhetoric  
wh i ch Newman produced i n  h i s  " Lec­
tures on the D i f f icu l t i es of Ang l i ­
cans"  s i x  years after h i s  convers ion . 
The nat i onal church , he sai d ,  " Pro­
v i ded it cou l d  gai n  one l i ttle  i s let 
1n  the ocean , one foot upon the 
coas t ,  i f  it cou ld cheapen tea by 
s i xpence a pound • . .  at the cost of a 
hundred l ives and a hund red sou l s ,  i t  
wou ld th i nk i t  a very good barga i n . "  
On the other hand , the Catho l i c  
Church "wou ld rather save the sou l o f  
one s ingle  w i ld band i t  o f  Calabr i a ,  
or whining beggar of Pal ermo , than 
draw a hundred l ines of rai l road 
through the length and breadth o f  
I taly . . .  " Two years l ate r ,  i n  June 
1 85 2 , just  after the Ach i  11 i t r i al 
had ended , he de l i vered a se rmon on 
" The Second Spr i ng" whose tone was 
en t i re l y  d i f ferent : " I t  was an emo­
t i onal occas ion , and •ost of the 
bi shops and c lergy were in tears , 
includ ing W i se11an . "  



I n  the i n terven i ng per i od he had 
become Rector o f  the new Catho l i c  
Un ivers i l� o f  I re l and , and had begun 
to prepare h i s  l ectures on the i dea 
o f  a urd v ers i ty-- the d i scou rses 
wh i ch ,  Ker w r i tes , were the f i rst  of  
h i s  Roman Catho l i c  works to ev i n ce 
that n ew amb i va l ence wh i ch was to 
ach i eve i ts c l ass i c  express i on in the 
l ast part of the Apo l ogi a .  The k i nd 
o f  l i be ral human i sBI he prai sed was 
very mu ch at odds w i th the fervour 
and fanat i c i sm shown by some o f  h i s  
co- re l i g i on i sts ; Mann i n g  wrote to 
Mon s i gnor Talbot , " I  see much danger 
of an En g l i sh cathol i c i sm o f  wh i ch 
Newman i s  the h i ghest type . I t  i s  the 
o l d  Angl i can ,  patr i st i c ,  l i terary , 
Oxford tone transp l anted i n to the 
Church . "  In fact The I dea of a Un i ­
vers i tv ,  Ker says , was a care fu l 
ha l an c i n g  act. : Newman had to avo i d  
o f fend i n g those who thought that the 
new un ivers i tJ wou l d  be not Catho l i c  
enough , or too Cathol ic , or not I r i sh 
enough , or comp l e te l y  i mpract i cal . He 
sees Newman as not so much concerned 
w i th the re l at i on of  cu l tu re to re l i ­
g i on as w i th that between the re l i ­
gi on of cu l tu re and rei i g i on i tsel f .  
A carefu l bal ance between di ffer ing  
perspecti ves and po i n ts of v i ew i s  
typ i ca l  of the D i scou rses , he w r i tes , 
and i s  the key to understan d i n g  them . 
A s i m i l ar bal ance ex i s ts , of  course , 
i n  the Apo l ogi a and i n  the Letter to 
the Duk e  of  Nor folk- - i n  wh i ch Newman 
both defends the papa l prerogat ive 
and makes a sarcas t i c  comment h i mse l f  
on what G l adstone cal l ed " Va.t i ca.n i s­
wms" : "Now , the Rock of  St . Pe ter on 
i ts summ i t  enjoys a pu re and serene 
atmosphere , but there is a g reat deal 
of Roman mal ar i a  at the foot of i t . " 

The sect ions o f  th i s  b iography to 
which I have re ferred may g i v e  some 
idea. of the qual i ty of the who l e .  I t  
shows a sen s i t i ve and occas i on a l l y  
shy man who had a remarkab l e  capac i ty 
for f r i endsh i p ,  an i mag i nat ive man 
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w i th a great sense of h umou r ( " Be 
sure there is as much chance of my 
turn i ng Ang l i can aga i n  a.s o f  my be i ng 
. . . the K i ng o f  C lubs" ) ,  a. man who 
spent much of hi s Catho l i c  l i fe under 
a c l oud and yet , as h i s  bi shop U l l a.­
thorne po i n ted out ,  remained remark­
abl y product ive . No s i ng l e  book on 

Newman can deal adequate 1 y w i th a 1 1 
aspects of  h i s  l i fe and work . �er ' s  
study of  h i m ,  w i th certa i n  reserva­
t i ons , con ta i n s  a great deal of  u se­
f u l  i n format ion and we can add it to 
the she l f o f  worthwh i le stud i es o f  
th i s  V i ctori an emi nence l ate l y  des i g­
nated Venerab l e .  

D .  J .  Doo ley 
St . Michael ' s  Col l ege 
Un i vers i ty o f  Toronto 

*** 

Margot K .  Lou i s .  Sw i nbu rne and H i s  
God s :  The Roots and Growth o f  an 
Agnost i c  Poetry.  Mont real : NcGi 1 1-
Queen ' s  Press , 1 990 . $34 . 95 .  

Professor Lou i s ' s  study o f  Sw i n­
bu rne ' s  poetry i s  a prec i se and care­
fu l l y detai l ed portrait of the evo l u ­
t i on o f  Sw i nburne ' s  thought. a s  i t  ex­
presses i tsel f  in  h i s  poetry . Wh i le 
the subt i t l e  i s  The Roots and Growth 

.. 
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o f  an Agnost i c  Poetry ,  the emphas i s  
i s ,  i n  fac t ,  put on the " roots" and 
" growth , "  not the agnos t i c i sm . Fur­
the rmore , wh i le at the beg i nn ing an 
attempt i s  made to der ive everyth i n g  
from a f a i r l y  narrow formula-- that 
Sw i nbu rne explo i ts and u nderm i nes 
" t he language o f  the Bible  and the 
Prayer Book together w i th the symbo l ­
i sm and the theo logy of  the euchar­
i s t , "  not too much is made , f o r t u ­
nate l y ,  of th i s  ang l e  o f  app roach , 
wh i ch Pro fessor Lou i s ' s  c r i t i ca l  tac t 
obv i ous l y  assured her wou ld d i stort 
the vas t ,  •u l t i - faceted rea l i t y o f  
Sw i nburne ' s  poetry and c ramp i t  i n to 
a pede s t r i an and dogmat i c  set o f  pat­
t e rn s .  I n s tead , she carr ies ou t w i th 
g rPat pe r sp i c ac i t y and great tho­
roughness her obj ect i ve as stated i n  
the I n t roduc t ion : " to e l uc i date the 
ways i n  wh i ch Sw i nburne ' s  poe t ry 
wo rks and the cou rse of Sw i nburne ' s  
deve lopmen t as a poet . "  

· The vo lume caref u l ly and obj ec t i vely  
an alyzes a l arge number of  S w i n ­
burne ' s  poems from several per i od s , 
show i n g  how l i nes and i mages work and 
how mean i n g  accretes th rough Sw i n­
burne ' s  un i que treatment of  rhythm , 
vocabu l ary , tone , structu re . I t  i s  
espec i a l l y  valu abl e  for the i nd i v i du­
a l  ana l yses , mos t o f  wh i ch are as 
i nt r i cate and sens i t i ve a s  an y Sw i n ­
hurn i an or V i c tor i an cou l d  w i sh .  I n  
fact , the c l ever but searc h i ng depth 
of the analyses rai ses a ques t i on - ­
probab l y  not  an  i mportan t  one--ahout 
the aud i ence o f  the study . Even per­
son s genera l l y  concerned w i th the 
V i c tor i an s  wi l l  f i nd i t  heavy go ing . 
I f  i t  has a natural aud i ence , that 
aud i ence i s  those we l l-ve rsed in 
Sw i nbu rne ' s  poetry and i n  the poetry 
of h i s  cont emporar i e s .  { An d ,  one 
shou l d  add , the currents of  thought 
that un i te the c reat ive works of the 
pe r i od--Arno l d ' s  " cu rren t of true and 
f resh i deas . " )  Casual reade rs w i l l  
f i nd the book daunt ing  and overwhe l m-

i n g :  i t  w i l l  certa i n ly be o f  no use 
as a " pony , "  a " t rot , "  a " c r ib . " Stu­
den t s  of V i c tor i an poetry , on the 
o ther hand , w i l l  be re f reshed by not 
on l y  the r i c h d e t a i l i n g  of the anal­
yses but the i r  relat ive f reedom f rom 
dogmat i sms of var i ou s  k i nds , inc lud­
i ng those new " po l i t i ca l l y  correct" 
ones . 

Pro fessor Lou i s  i n  fact ma i nta i n s  a 
d i spas s i onate att i tude towards S w i n­
burne ' s  vehement denunc i at ions o f  
re l i g ion and re l i g i ou s  i deo l o g i e s  and 
tenet s , never al low i ng her own pre­
d i spos i t i ons to show th rough the com­
mentary . What she addresses i s  the 
�ethods Sw i nbu rne u se s  to v i l i fy con­
ven t ional i ty and the change and de­
vel opment i n  h i s  perspec t i ves u pon 
the conven t ional . She shows , f o r  
examp l e ,  how f rom an an t i -Romant i c  at 
the beg i nn i n g he i s  con v e r t ed to a 
d i sc i ple o f  Romant ic fo rms , l i ke the 
" G reater Roman t i c  L yr i c , "  and from a 
poet who fe l t  that "Roman t i c i sm 
SPPms i n su f f i c i en t l y  rad i ca l , "  he 
beca•e trans formed i n to a poet who 
was able--once the i n f l uence upon h i m  
o f  Rosse tt i and the pre-Raphae l i tes 
had become subdued-- to p roc l a i m  h i m­
se l f  a me11ber of  " the Chu rch of B l ake 
and S he l l ey . " At the same t. i. me she 
documents the g rowth in h i s  po l i t.  i cal 
sens ibi l i ty as he f i rs t  endorses and 
then 11oves away from the pre-Raphae l ­
i t.e not i on that art that espou sed o r  
d ramat i z ed po l i t i ca l  concepts w as 
ad u l terated and co r rupt art . 

That the who l e  Sw i nb11rne emerges i n  
th i s  volume i s  a t r i bu t e  to Pro fessor 
Lou i s ' s  cr i t i cal tact and sens i b i l i ­
ty , her " ondoyant" method of  proceed­
i n g , t o  quo te Arno l d  aga i n .  Sw i nburne 
comes al ive  here as the heret i c ,  the 
pass ion ate be l i ever , the d i abo l i c 
de f i er o f  orthodox ies , the vehement 
rad i c a l , the consummate art i st devot­
ed to art and i n  love w i th the g reat 
art i st s--the Sapphos , the Hugos , the 



Blakes, the Brownings--from whom he 
drew inspiration and sustenance. Had 
she adhered to her ostensible thesis, 
one douhls that this would have hap­
pened, Fortunately, her desire to 
demonstrate the inadequacy of some 
conven tional , limited views of Swin­
burne (which at one point she con­
demns as "supersU tion"--p. 194) 
assists her to evade the grasp of a 
narrowing and distorting thesis and 
to pursue the larger picture even 
while closely involved in minute ex­
plication. Those especially interest­
ed in one schol ar ' s view of how Swin­
burne integrates religious theorems 
and religious language into his art, 
and how love and frustration and 
antipathy mingle in his treatmPnt 
both of religious or quasi-religious 
themes and also of other themes {lib­
eration, individuality, self-fulfil­
ment, the harrowing indifference of 
thP universe to man's activities and 
his anguish) through the use of reli­
gious symbols, imagery, and typology 
will find a great. deal that is at­
trac tive to them in this volume. 
Those simply looking for close read­
ing s  of Swinburne's poems in t.hei r 
contexts will find constant. refresh­
ment in it. For myself , I found the 

treatment of "Hertha" especially 

appealing in its multi-dimensionality 

and its coherence. 

John Ruskin 

Harvey Kerpneck 
St. Michael's College 
University of Toronto 

. *** 
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Report 
The Mentorship Programme at Toronto 

Peter Morgan 
University of Toronto 

The ment.orship programme of the 
Faculty of Arts and Science at the 
University of Toronto is designed to 
introduce gifted high school students 
to the University through their help­
ing professors in their research. 
Many students apply to take part in 
the programme and many professors 
participate. The process of "Ee] ection 
is a difficult one. J havP partici­
pated in the programme for a few 
years. It seems that it is easier for 
a high school student to help direct­
ly in scientific research than in 
that in the hu�anities. Nevertheless, 
I have found extended discussion of 
my work with such students rewarding, 
and I hope that the students have 
felt the same. 

Arrangements for meetings are set up 
to suit the convenience of professors 
and students. The students camP in 
their own time, to meet. for a coup]e 
of hours 1 say once every two weeks 
over the course of a term. The work · 

is unpaid and they receive no hig� .­
school credits for it. It is done for 
its own sake! The written work is 
occasional and informal. 

This year I took part with Professors 
Allen and Laine in leading a group of 
several students. They read Our Mutu­
al Friend by way of introduction to 

major Victorian preoccupations. Then 
they split up to work with an indivi­
dual professor. Of my own two stu­
dents one studied Thackeray'g ianit� 

Fair and its illustrations. The other 

(Erin Hannah, in grade 11 ) stud i :d 
Ruskin's letters and embarked on hiS 

Fors Clavigera. In the course of this 

• 
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attended a reading of a play 
studY �� 0 by a gifted graduate stu­
on Rus 

T�e student's brief essay on 

�e��· Clav� follows. 
� 

N w Balance: A Study of Letters 
A e 

from Fors Clav igera 

Erin Hannah 

I Fors Clavigera, John Ruskin dis­

c:sse"S a society that he views, in 

anY instances, to be out of b alance. 

�n order for readers to interpret his 
work his writing needed to achieve a , . 
balance, however precar1ous. The for-
mat of the book, a collection of let­
ters addressed to working men, is 
original and therefore a different 
concept of balance may be introduced. 
The work is cha 11 eng i ng to many read­
ers but it does strike a balance. 

Ruskin's collection is an attempt to 
educate the working men of Victorian 
society. He tries to offer his read­
ers information on a variety of sub­
jects. The topics he covers range 
from art and botany to politics and 
religion. He manages to shed light on 
a great many areas of study. Ruskin 
seeks to show the re 1 ationship be­
tween different subjects. He suggests 

.. that a harmonious relationship must 
. . . . 

· .· · eust. . . · ... -. 

One must consider that he is writing 
in his own unique format. His letters 
are comparable to essays and edi tori­
als and yet they are different. The 
letters are not always on one subject 
and the author is free to address the 
reader in any way he feels appropri­
ate. Ruskin encourages his readers to 
think. The style of the writing indi­
cates that the author is writing in 
the way that one would think. He may 
jump r�om one topic to another with­
out exhausting the subject. Ruskin 
also introduces many extremes. This 

is mu�h the way a person would mull over lnforaation in his thoughts. 

In o:d;r to evaluate the balance in Ruskin s work we must consider what h7 advocates. He recomaends, for so­Clety� a balance that is not based on eq�altty. He suggests the use of cer­tain systems in his hope to achi�ve a n�w equilibriu11. The writing is no d1fferent. His writing achieves unity 
and har11ony by using patterns. He 
also sees connections between issues 
and ideas that many would consider 
unrelated. The letters are a complex 
new system of patterns and correla­
tion. He does want something new for 
society and this would mean a change 
in social order. In some ways, he is 
modifying writing to get new or un­
conventional ideas across and natur­
ally there is a shift in balance in 
the presentation. 

Fors Clavigera does achieve a bal­
ance. The �1thor has cleverly devel­
oped patterns in locations. In letter 
23, The Labyrinth, the reader travels 
in circles through past, present and 
future. These circles all stem from 
the maze resembling that through 
which Theseus trav�:"lled. A pattern 
that is established in every le.tter 
is that of the thou�ht process. The 
consideration of many aspects and the 
introduction of many subjects is 
typical of the ways o�r minds work • 

The title gives the work balance and 
structure. The subjects are unified 
by "Fors Clavi gera. •• The title has 
three meanings: strength of deed, 
strength of patience, and strength of 
Jaw. If all these strengths were to 
be present in one instance, one would 
assume a balance •ust be reached. 
Certainly, this is the case in Fors 
Clavigera. 


