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Editorial 

This spring, the Col lected Works o f  
John Stuart Mil l  wil l  b e  completed 
after some 30 years of  work at the 
University of Toronto .  I t  seems 
appropriate for the Newsletter to 
commemorate t h i s  fact, for the M i l l  
Project has had a long connect i on 
w i th the V ictorian Studies Associa
tion, and its friends here are many . 
The General Editor of  the Mil l  Pro
j ect, John M. Robson , was one of the 
founding fathers of  the VSA in 1 967-
68, and since then the Toronto group 
has often met in the Robsons ' living
room . Associates of the Proj ect have 
served as presidents and o fficers o f  
the Associ at ion , while four volumes 
of the Col lected Works have been co
edi ted by VSA members . Scores more 
members have forwarded the enterpri se 
by the i r  k indness in answering quer
ies and shari ng expertise over the 
years . 

But the cel ebration need not be con
fined to this group, however numer
ous :  we may al l share a feeling of 
sat i sfaction, e i ther as Canadians or 
as Victorianist s .  For Canadians , t h i s  
marks an era i n  Canadi an publishing : 
i t  i s  the first multi-volume schol 
arly project t o  be completed in Cana
da , and one that forms the prototype 
o f  several others, For students of 
the Victor i an age , there is the secu
r i ty that comes from having to hand 
everything (we l l ,  almost everyth i ng) 
written by one of  its seminal f ig
ures . For these reasons the Newslet
ter congratulates the editor and the 
University of Toronto Press and, by 
way of marki ng the occasion, offers 
several art icles on aspects of  John 
Stuart Mil l  and his Col l ected Works. 

*** 

I I 

News and queries 

The two l ast volumes o f  Mil l's Col
lec ted Works are Vol .  XXXI I ,  Addi
tional Letters , edited by Marion Fil
ipiuk , MI CHAEL LAI NE , and J . M .  ROB
SON; and Vol .  XXXI I I , I ndexes, edited 
by JEAN 0' GRADY with J .  M. ROBSON . 
Both wil l  appear this spring .  

MARGOT K. LOU I S  (University o f  Victo
ria) has recently published Swinburne 
and His Gods : The Roots and Growth of 
an Agnostic Poetry (McGill-Queens , 
1 9 90) , to be reviewed in a later 
Newsletter .  

ANN AND JOHN ROBSON were at the Aus
tralian Nat ional Unive rsity in Can
berra from June until mid-December as 
Visiting Fel lows in the History of 
I deas Programme . I n  Canberra they 
gave semi nar papers in the History of  
I deas Programme and at  the Humanities 
Research Cent re: Ann Robson on "The 
Background to J . S .  Mil l's Writ ing of 
the Sub.iection of Women" and "Helen 
Taylor versus the Stereotypical Vic
tor i an Woman; " John Robson on "Edi t
ing Major Philosophic Texts : J . S .  
Mil l , "  "John Stuart Mil l: Biography 
and the History o f  the Book , "  and 
"Marriage or Celibacy--or get out of 
town! " They also chaired sessions of 
conferences in both programmes, and 
lectured and conducted seminars in 
other Austral i an and New Zealand un i 
versities . I n  addition t o  the sub
j ects listed above , Ann Robson spoke 
on "Better Living and the Women ' s  
Movement," and John Robson on "Rheto
rical Theory and English Studies, " 
"Rhetorical Theory and Political Ana
lysis , "  " John Stuart Mil l and Politi
cal Theory , "  and "Obituaries  and Bio
graphy : The Case o f  John Stuart 
M i ll . "  

*** 
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"V ictorian Punch :  a Sesquicentenn i al 
Conference" on the com i c  journal 
Punch will be held at the University 
of London , 1 2- 13 July , 1991 . For fur
ther details please contact M ichael 
Slater , Department of English , Birk
beck College , Malet Street , London 
WC1E 7HX , U . K . 

Manuscripts are being sought for a 
collection of  essays which considers 
the experi ence of forei gn women in 
England as portrayed i n  18 th-20th 
century English li terature . Two-page 
abstracts or completed manusc r i pts  
(MLA style ) should be  sent to  M .  
Button , English Department , Lincoln 
University, PA 19352 , U . S . A . , by 1 
April. I nclude abbreviated cv . 

The M ill News Letter has not died but 
su ffered a sea-change : it is now 
me rged w ith the Bentham News Letter 
as Utilitas : a Journal of  Utilitar ian 
Studies . This is edi ted by Fred Ro
sen, editor of the collected edition 
of Bentham's works . For subscrip
t i ons , wri te to Journals Marketing 
Department , Oxford Un ivers i ty Press , 
Inc . ,  2001 Evans Road , Cary , North 
Carolina 27 513 , U . S . A. 

Saint Deiniol 's Library , Hawarden , 
founded by Gladstone , is a residen
tial study and conference centre 
wh ich o f fers attractive liv ing and 
working condi tions at very reasonable 
rates on either a short- or long-term 
basis . The L i b rary has strong hold
ings in the V i ctorian f i eld general
ly , as well as speci al collections 
focused on Gladstone and related 
areas , and people specializing in 
Victorian Studies are particularly 
invited to reply . Addit ional informa
tion i s  available in the b rochure 
inserted in thi s  issue of the News
letter , and Michael Millgate ( Eng
lish , Toronto : call 920-37 1 7 )  can 
supply booking forms ; alternat ively a 
direct approach can be made to the 

Warden and Chief Librari an, The Revd 
Dr Peter J .  Jagger , St Deiniol's Li
brary , Hawarden , Dees ide , Clwyd , CHS 
3DF , North Wales , U . K .  Telephone : 
01 1-44-244 53 1256 . 

*** 

Conference notes 
The 1991  Conference 

The overall topi c  of the 1991  Confer
ence ( on Saturday, 13  April) will be 
the eighteen-nineties . This will 
probably not be the first and will 
certainly not be the last occasion on 
which the eighteen-nineties are scru
tinized from the perspective of  the 
n i neteen-nineties . As Angela Carter 
once observed, " the fin i s  coming a 
little early th i s  siecle, " a quota
tion which I have f ilched f rom Elaine 
Showalter's recent fascinat ing book 
Sexual Anarchy ( one of the chapters 
of the book was given a prev iew at 
the 1 98 7  Conference) . 

Our morn ing paper will be devoted to 
the h i story of  ideas and will be 
given by Professor J, E .  Chamberlin, 
Professor of  Engli sh at the Univer
s i ty o f  Toronto and a forme r Princ i 
pal o f  New College . H i s  t i tle i s  "The 
I dea of the I n finite: Some Victo rian 
Sleights-of-hand . "  Professor Chamber
lin will be especi ally known to V i c
tor i anists as the au thor o f  a book on 
Oscar Wilde , Such Was the Drowsy 
Hour . He is also an expert on West 
I ndian poetry and has written a book 
on literary representat i ons o f  the 
North Ame r ican native.  

Our afternoon speaker will be Robin 
Spencer , Senior Lecturer in Art H i s
tory at the Uni versity of St Andrews , 
Scotland . Mr Spencer  i s  an authority 
on Art Nouveau and on the art o f  
Whistler. His f i rst book , The Aes-



the tic Movement: Theory and Prac t i ce 
( 1 972 ) ,  i s  an i mportant study (even 
though it i s  not in the Un ivers i ty of 
Toronto L i brary ) . He i s  also one of 
the three authors of  the maj or cata
logue rai sonne , Paintings o f  Whi st
ler , pub l i shed in 1 980 by Yale Uni 
vers i ty Press . H i s  subj ect i s  
"Beardsley and Wh istler: L 1 Art nou
veau et l'art anc ien." 

After lunch J i l l  Matus and mysel f  
w i l l  treat you to forty- f i ve m inutes 
of prose , poetry and drama f rom the 
ei ghteen-n inet i es , and i f  that is not 
entertainment enough , there is always 
the AGM. 

*** 

H . B. de Groot 
Pres ident , VSA 

Teresa Snelgrove sends the fo l low ing 
report on the Conference of the V i c
tor ian Studi es Assoc iat i on of Western 
Canada. 

The Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the 
V i ctori an Studies Associ at ion o f  
Western Canada took place at the Un i
vers i ty of Alberta in Edmonton f rom 
October 1 1 th to the 1 3th . The papers 
de l i vered were not on ly as exhi larat
ing as the br i sk fall weather out
s ide , but also as electri fying as the 
dust i ngs of snow wh ich greeted us on 
both morn i ngs ( in early October! ) .  

The conference began w i th J ames K in
caid ' s  ( Southern Cal i forn i a )  paper 
"Vi ctor i an Chi ld-Loving : Beat ing the 
Gent le Ch i ld . " K incaid exam ined the 
V ictor i an concept of the ch i ld .  For 
the V ictor i an ,  the chi ld i s  no longer 
the ch i ld of nature , but has become a 
l ingu i s t i c  and cultural construct ion .  
According to Kincai d ,  V i ctor i an 
grown-ups are both fascinated w i th 
and annoyed by the world of  the 
chi ld , wh ich appears to them to be 
sel f-su f f i cient , sel f-contained, and 
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ulti mately  i mpenetrable . K i ncaid sees 
the rel ationshi p  as being based on 
the adult ' s  desi res and needs--these 
motivat ions do not exist in any cau
sal rel at i onshi p  but prol i ferate i n  
such a way as to s i mulate a twi st ing 
and destructive c i rc l e .  

The second guest speaker , Chr i stopher 
Kent (Saskatchewan ) presented a pa
per ,  "The T i chbourne Claimant , or 
V i ctori an Self-Mak ing and Unmaking . " 
H i s  paper analysed the famous Tich
bourne Case ( in wh i ch an ex-butcher 
claimed to be the m i ss ing Ti chbourne 
he i r )  i n  the context of the quest ion , 
what compr i ses an " ident i ty?" As a 
result  of  the Ti chbourne Affai r ,  the 
Engl i sh publ ic could w i tness both in 
the courts and in the dai ly press the 
making ( and unmak i ng ) of an identity 
( the real or false Ti chbourne! ) . Kent 
l i nked the V icto r i an i dea of i dent i ty 
w i th memory, the submergence of indi
v idual ity , and the grow ing f ield of  
stat i st i cs .  

Other papers were equal ly interest ing 
and w i de-ranging . Representat ive 
t i tles included "Did Foucau lt and 
Althusser Ever Play the Holborn Em
p i re?" ( Peter Bai ley ,  Mani toba ) , and 
"Palpi tat i ng Orbs : Bosoms , Sexual i t y ,  
and the Power Relat ions i n  Gender i n  
Mid-Victor i an Popu lar Cu lture" ( Pa
tr i c i a  Anderson , London) . Whi le Bai
ley's paper analysed the " d i scourse" 
that occurs between performers and 
the i r  audi ence i n  the mus i c  hal l (a 
re l at ionsh i p  pred icated on a sense of 
" club membershi p") , Anderson ' s  paper 
examined how p icto r i al i mages of the 
upper hal f  of women 1 s bodies  revealed 
V ictor i an atti tudes towards sex . Su
san Brown ( Alberta) p icked up the 
same theme of women as objects of  
d i scourse as opposed to be ing the 
subjects o f  the i r  own d i scourse . 
Brown developed her thes i s  by com
par ing D .  G. Rossett i ' s  "Jenn�·" and 
Augusta Webster ' s  "The Castaway. " 
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Susan Ham ilton ( Alberta) in her pa
per ,  "St i ll Lives: Gender and the 
L iterature of the Victori an Vivisec
t ion Controversy" made the l ink be
tween the suffer ing of ani mals in 
anti-vi;•\sect ion i st posters w i th the 
plight. of the suffer ing Victorian 
women . 

Other papers  included Douglas 
Thorpe ' s  ( Saskatchewan ) exami nation 
of Stevenson's psych i c  struggle , Bet
sy Cogger Rezelman's ( St .  Lawrence ) 
fasc inating unravelling of the l inks 
between culture and pol it i cs ,  and 
Christopher Hogood' s ( Lethbridge ) 
study of the relat ionsh i p  between 
shopkeepers and wholesalers in V i c
tori an England . Teresa Snelgrove 

--....;::· '· · . . --...... · -..:;_ � ·. 

( Toronto ) analysed the narrative 
structure of three of George E l iot's 
novels; Snelgrove demonstrated that 
by using the computer the researcher 
can detect the many smal l narrative 
patterns which determine our response 
to a text . The l ast paper of the con
ference , "Beyond Victorian Canada: 
The Arcti c  and the West i n  L iterature 
and Art , "  given by I an McLaren ( Al
berta) , was an account of the ways in 
which explorers and settlers in Cana
da ' s  f rozen deeps and plains attempt
ed to transpose the i r  European values 
and obj ects . 

The Conference was enthus iasti ca l ly 
hosted by Juliet McMaster and Glenn i s  
Stephenson. 
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The Philosopher Flowers 

Fred Rosen 
Bentham Project 

Univers i ty Col lege, London 

As the great ed i t ion of the Col lected 
Works of John Stuart M i l l  nears com
pletion , w ith the two last volumes 
(Add i t ional Letters and I ndexes) 
about to be published, Professor Rob
son has dramat i cally  enhanced the 
feel ings of envy of General Editors 
throughout the world. But these feel
ings are qui ck l y  overcome by the 
great pleasure of using the superb l y  
edi ted and produced volumes and by 
the real i z at i on that , once the i r  con
tents become fam i l iar to a r i s ing 
generation of schol ars, research into 
M i l l ' s  l i fe and thought , indeed into 
Victor i an inte l l ectual h istory and 
biography , w i l l  begin on a di f ferent 
plane and w i l l  have a major effect on 
several academic d i sci pl i nes. Once 
the Bentham and Mi l l  edi tions can be 
read together ,  this  admi ttedly not 
ent i rely d i s interested observer i s  
w i l l ing to pred i ct that the h i story 
of uti l i tar ian i sm w i l l  have to be re
wri tten. For the moment , the best 
adv i ce to g ive to prospective PhD 
students i s :  " read Mi l l, " for there 
are themes in abundance to be explor
ed in these volumes. 

Take the one w ith the least promi s ing 
t i tle , the recent�y publ i shed M i scel
l aneous Writings , which , in the spi 
r i t  of  the tr i ad i c  t itles o f  many o f  
the volumes , m i ght better have been 
chr i stened Essays on Botany, Evidence 
and Mind. So spec i f i c  a t itle, how
ever, m ight not have al lowed the 
edi tor to al lude to the addi tional 
" fo lder l abel led m i scel laneous" 
(xlv i i )  which contains materi al not 
included in  the M i scel l aneous Writ
ings. Despi te the modest t itle, fas-

c i nat ing materi al can be found here. 
Some of i t  can be approached through 
the " I ndex of Persons and Works , "  
where one can t race, as in  other 
volumes , i mportant al lusions to other 
w r i ters and works. The references to 
Bentham , for example , are neatly  col
lected and w i l l  enable scholars to 
construct a more sophi s t icated ac
count of the rel at ionship between the 
two thinkers than currently exi sts . 
I n  read i ng the col lecti on of Mil l's 
notes and preface to Bentham's Ra
t ionale o f  Jud i c i al Ev idence, one i s  
able to see c l early the qual i ty of 
understand ing d i splayed by so young 
an ed i tor of this  i mportant work .  The 
notes lead one to con f i rm Bentham's 
con f idence in h i s  choice of editor, 
for M i l l  d i splays a f i rm g rasp not 
only  of the deta i l s  of the law of 
ev idence but also of Bentham's phi lo
sophy as a whole--no smal l feat for a 
young man o f  twenty-one. 

Arguab l y  the most attractive part of 
the volume are the " Botan i cal Writ
ings" which, together w i th Professor 
Robson ' s  introduct ion to them , pro
v ide a f ine account of M i l l ' s  hobby 
f rom boyhood . These w r i t ings reveal 
h i s  eye for detai l, h i s  sense of or
der, and also h i s  enthusi asm for the 
outdoor l i fe of the "botan i cal ama
teur . "  Professor Robson notes both 
that M i l l  was introduced to botany by 
the future botan ist, George Bentham , 
dur ing a v i s i t  to S i r  Samuel Ben
tham ' s  home in France i n  1 820 , and 
that th i s  enthu s i asm for cataloguing 
plants was related to the Benthami te 
enthu s i asm for c l ass i fi cat ion i n  gen
eral . He does not dwel l  on the fact 
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that Jeremy Bentham and h i s  brother , 
Samuel ,  also shared an enthusi asm for 
botany which grew out of the i r  inter
est in  numerous aspects of  appl ied 
sc ience ; the i r  correspondence over 
many years contains numerous refer
ences to various seeds and plants. 
Also of interest is the account of 
the d ispersal of M i l l's col lect ion of 
plants by Helen Taylor after h i s  
death ( alas , fol lowing a botan i cal 
exped i t i on )  and espec i al l y  the care 
and attent ion devoted to that part 
g i ven to Joseph Dalton Hooker ,  the 
D i rector of the Royal Botan ic  Gardens 
at Kew. Th i s  ed i tor i s  reminded of 
the d i fferent attent ion paid by Hook
er to parts of Jeremy Bentham ' s  non
botan ical co l lection of manuscr ipts 
and books wh i ch he acqu i red on the 
death of George Bentham , and subse
quen tly sold to the Bri ti sh Museum . 
Regard ing a f i nal parcel of  books 
wh ich he sent off  to the Museum , 
Hooker suggested: "They are I fear 
worthless but such as they are the 
Museum is we lcome to them-- i f  not let 
them �e burnt and excuse my troubl ing 
you." M i l l  fared better. 

The i mportance of thi s  volume of 
Misce l laneous Writings does not l ie 
solely i n  the botan ical writ ings or 
in  M i l l ' s  notes on Bentham ' s  work on 
ev idence. The volume also contains 
other materi al , too numerous to l i st , 
but two i tems m ight be ment ioned 
here. The f i rst is M i l l ' s  notes on 
h i s  edi tion of h i s  father ' s  Analys i s  
of  the Phenomena of the Human Mind ,  
which appeared i n  1869. The d i f fer
ence between these notes and the 
ear l ier ones on Bentham i s  that the 
former reveal much about the develop
ment of J. S. M i l l's own thought 
whi le the l atter prov ide more of a 
youthful , though scholar ly, expo s i 
t ion o f  Bentham ' s  ideas . Secondly,  
the publ icat ion in Appendi x  E o f  the 
quest ions which M i l l  proposed for 
di scuss ion at the Pol it ical Economy 

Club m ight sti mu l ate the creat ion of 
an academic game in wh i ch the various 
meetings m i ght be re-created ( much as 
famous battles are re-enacted by en
thusiasts) w ith the parti c i pants 
meet ing on sui table anniversaries , 
debating the quest ions ( e . g. 4 March 
1841: "What is the most conven ient 
def i n i t ion of the word Demand?" ),  and 
p laying the parts of the original 
characters. 

There is so much to adm i re in the 
whole edi t ion that a few points o f  
c r i t i c i sm w i l l  not d i m i n i sh its 
achievement . One m ight regret that 
letters to M i  11 have not been i n
c luded in the Correspondence ;  that 
the t i tles of  the volumes g ive few 
c lues to the i r  contents ( just where 
are On L i berty , Uti l itar i an i sm ,  and 
Cons iderat ions on Representat ive Gov
ernment? ) ;  that some of the lengthy 
introdu�t ions are already out of  
date; or, most i mportantl y ,  that the 
Un iver s i ty of Toronto Press have 
al lowed some volumes to go out o f  
print . Except for the last , none of 
these cast the s l i ghtest shadow on 
one of the most important academic  
proj ects in recent decades. Not only 
shou ld the edi t ion remain in print , 
but students should be al lowed to 
share in the scholarsh ip  w i th fu lly  
edited paperback edi t ions of  the most 
i mportant works. 

Notes 

1John Stuart M i l l ,  M i sce l laneous 
Writ ings , ed. John M. Robson, Vol. 31 
of Col l ected Works of John Stuart 
Mi l l  ( Toronto and London: Univers i ty 
of Toronto Press and Routledge , 
198� ) .  

Peter Jones , " The Museum i s  
Welcome t o  Them--i f  not Let Them be 
Burnt 1

" 
The Bentham Newslette r ,  VI I 

( 1983) , 43. 
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''Sympathy in Equality'': 
John Stuart Mill' s Argument for 
Women' s Equality 

Mi chele Green 
Un i versi ty of Windsor 

I n  the 1970s femi n i st scholars red is
covered J .  S .  Mi l l's w r i t ings on sex
ual equal ity . M i l l ' s  campai gn for 
women ' s  suf f rage and h i s  forthr ight , 
i mpassioned p leas for equal access to 
occupat ions  and education earned h i m  
h i gh praise . I n  parti cular The Sub
ject ion of Women was hai led both for 
its presentati on of the civ i l  and 
domestic  d i sabi l i t ies of  women , and 
for i ts understanding o f  sexual poli
t i cs. The new fem in i st critique chal
lenged t rad i tional M i l l  scholarship  
which had tended to  concentrate on 
Harr iet Tay lo r ' s  inf luence on Mi ll ' s  
v i ews on sexual equal i ty .  But i t  also 
rai ses some problems for h i stor i ans, 
because much o f  the new analys i s  was 
def ined by a focus on the val i d i ty of 
M i l l ' s  arguments for tpe present-day 
concerns of fem i n ists . 

Fem i n i st scholars have found ten
s ions , or contradictions , in four 
main areas of J, S .  M i l l ' s  w r i tings 
on equal i ty :  Mi l l ' s  d i sdainful treat
ment of h i s  mother in ear l ier drafts 
of the Autobiography; h i s  v i ews on 
econom ic  independence for women ; h i s  
acceptance o f  tradit ional sex roles ; 
and h i s  d i scussion o f  "natural" d i f
ferences between the sexes . For i n
stance , H i mmel farb po ints out that in 
an early draft of  his Autobiography , 
M i l l  blamed h i s  mother for be ing a 
" drudge , "  seeing her subordinat ion as 
a personal failure o f  character. But 
by way of contrad ict ion , in The Sub
jection of Women Mi l l  presented the 
subordination of women as an pi stori 
cal and a soci al phenomenon. 

L i kew i se ,  M i l l ' s  arguments for econo
m i c  independence for women have been 
seen as contradictory because of h i s  
commi tment t o  Mal thus ian principles 
of  populat iop and bel ief in the wage
fund theory . I ndeed , in an early es
say on marri age Mi l l  insisted that 
whi le women should be capable of sup
porting themselves , " it does not fol
low that a woman should actual ly sup
port hersel f. "  Thi s  would " burthen 
the labour market w ifh a double  num
ber of co11pet i  tors , "  reducing wages 
to the point where two could not earn 
as much as one . Years late r ,  in The 
Subject i on o f  Women, M i l l  s t i l l  saw 
i t  as undesi rable for a woman to con
tribute "by her labour to the income 
of the fam i ly" ( 298) . Th i rd , some fe
Min ist  scholars say that M i l l's qual
i f ications for economic  i ndependence 
for women cannot be separated from 
h i s  acceptance of trad i tional sex 
roles or assumpti on of the i mmuta
b i l i ty of the ex i sting fami ly struc
ture . Such b i ases reveal h i s  incom
p lete anp inadequate advocacy of  
equal i t y .  

F inal l y ,  Mi l l  has been c r i t i c i zed for 
ambivalence i n  d i scuss ing natural 
d i fferences between the sexes . I n  The 
Subjection of Women , he unequ ivoca l ly 
states that no natural di fferences 
divide men and women , and asserts the 
impos s ib i l i ty at p resent of know ing 
the psychology of women ( 2 76-7 ) .  Yet 
in  the early essay on mar r i age , he 
ins ists , " it w i l l  be for the happi
ness of  both that fa woman ' s] occupa
tion should rather be to adorn and 
beauti fy" l i fe ( 43). Women ' s  natural 
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task i s  accompl ished by be ing ,  not 
doing.  

The proble• w ith th i s  attent i on to 
the l imitations of M i l l ' s  " femini sm" 
for today is that it leaves open the 
question o f  how his  w r i t ings on gen
der equal i ty f i t  into the overa l l  
development of Mi l l ' s  soc ial and 
ethi cal phi losophy . To blame h i m  for 
not r i sing above h i s  age , or for not 
mak ing total equal ity always his  
f i rst pr ior ity ,  i s  to  i gnore the fact 
that M i l l  never v i ewed the vote for 
women as a natural r i ght , that he d i d  
not see equal ity for women a s  a good 
in i tsel f. I t  is to ignore the cen
tral i ty of ut i l i tar i an i s• in Mi l l's 
thought . 

When femin i st schol ars do p l ace 
M i l l's case for equal i ty w ithin the 
context of h i s  overal l inte l lectual 
or pol iti cal  agenda , they emphas i ze 
the re lation between h i s  w r i t ing on 
equal ity and h i s  l i be ral i sm .  Thus , 
Ga i 1 Tul loch ' s statements that M i 11 1 s 
arguments for sexual equal i ty were 
guided by the princ iple o f  uti l i ty ,  
as he had come to i nterpret i t  (that 
wh ich w i l l  lead to the i mprovement of 
humankind ) ,  turn on the relat ion o f  
equal i ty to M i l l ' s  commitment t o  the 
l iberty of the indiv idual , to " se l f
reali zation" and to justice

6 
as the 

means of advancing human i t y .  

I I  
J .  S .  M i l l ' s  v i ews on sexual equal ity 
may also be explained i n  relation to 
another aspect of h i s  rev i sed ut i l i 
tarian i sm .  I n  the years fol lowing h i s  
mental cri s i s  o f  1826 , M i l l  recogn i z
ed that an ind i v i dual ' s  moral im
provement depends upon reduci ng sel f
interest and developing a capac ity 
for sympathy--or the abi l i ty to feel 
another ' s  p leasures and pains as i f  
they were one's own . 

M i  11 saw as a funda11.ental error in  

Benthamism its  over-emphas i s  on  self
interest as a un iversal princ iple of 
human nature . Dur i ng his mental c r i 
s i s  and recovery Mi l l  rej ected the 
notion that sel f-preference prov i ded 
an adequate ground for soc ial moral
ity .  Enl i ghtened self- interest coul d  
not provide indissoluble ties between 
the individual and society; it could 
not spark a des i re to work for the 
good of soc iety . I n  the years fo l low
ing h i s  c r i s i s, Mi l l  d i scovered for 
himse l f  the importance of sympathy as 
a natural t i e  between ind i v iduals and 
as a bas i s  for soci al moral ity .  As 
Mi l l  made c lear in h i s  early essays 
on poetry , in h i s  critic i sms of Ben
tham , and in h i s  d iscuss ions of the 
moral sent iments and the h ighest 
p leasures in Uti l i tarian i sm , the 
moral regeneration of the indiv idual 
( and consequently of soc iety ) depend
ed upon cult ivating the i ndiv idual ' s  
capac ity for sympathy . While always 
agreeing w i th Bentham that sympathy 
was not a val id c r i terion for moral 
j udgments ,  nevertheless Mi l l  argued 
that a co11.plete soci al phi losophy 
should emphas i ze the development o f  
sympathy as a mot ive to act ion which 
could lead to the i mprovement of 
soc iety . 

Mi l l  bel ieved that Bentham ' s  and 
James M i l l's mi staken stress on se l f 
interest was the consequence of con
fusi ng the characterist ics domi nant 
in a part icu l ar age for un iversal 
truths of  human nature . In matters of 
contemporary pol it i cs M i l l  could 
agree therefore w i th Bentham and 
James M� l l  that sel f- interest predom
inated. I ndeed , in newspaper art i
cles , essays , and l etters , M i l l  iden
t i f ies the exclus ive pursui t  of sel f
i nterest as the cause o f  major f l aw, 
in the Eng l i sh national character. 
Mi l l  sees thi s  dominance o f  sel f
i nterest as ant i thet ical to moral im
provement .  I n  his  writings on women , 
M i l l  then demonstrates how sel f-



interest i s  re inforced and perpetuat
ed by sexual inequal ity .  Moreover , he 
argues that sexual i nequal ity pre
vents the development o f  sympathy and 
thus the improvement of humankind . 

Because Mi l l  felt that sel f- interest 
dominated in h i s  soci ety , he could 
fol low the l i nes of James Mi l l ' s  
Essay on Government. James Mi l l  had 
based h i s  argument for extending the 
suf frage on the v i ew that self-inter
est was a un iversal axiom of human 
nature . S i nce al l men were governed 
by se lf- interest , and rulers were 
men , rulers acted in the ir own be
hal f .  Only representative government 
could protect the many from the op
pressive few. J .  S .  Mi l l  repeatedly  
explained to women who worked for 
i mprovements 1n opportun ities 1n 
education and careers rather than for 
the suf frage· that sel f- interest 
prompted those in power to enforce 
only l egifl ation benefiting the ir 
interests . 

Yet M i l l ' s  arguments for women ' s  suf
frage prov i de a substanti al rev i s ion 
of h i s  father ' s  v iews on the extent 
of sel f-interest . James M i l l  exc luded 
women from the vote on the grounds 
that the ir interests were identi f ied 
w ith those of thei r  husbands and 
fathers. I n  h i s  Autobiography J .  S .  
M i l l  recal l s  thi s  v i ew as prov iding 
one o f  h i s  earl i est po ints of d i ssent 
from h i s  father ( I ,  107 ) .  He felt 
that his father ' s  stance on the 
woman ' s  vote represented a l apse in 
logic :  women needed the vote prec i se
ly because of the prevalence of male 
sel f- interest. J ames Mi l l  had fai led 
to see that women stood in exactly 
the same rel ation to men as the ruled 
did to the ir rulers . 

I n  The Subjection of Women , M i l l  i l 
lustrates exactly how rel ations be
tween women and men compare to those 
between ru lers and ruled. He shows 
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how women are subjected to the sel f
i nterest o f  men in al l aspects o f  
l i fe .  The extent o f  that subj ection 
i s  made clear every time a woman is  
forced to  grant " the l ast f am i l i ari
ty" ( 285 ) .  For Mi l l  sexual dom inance 
i s  the starkest exampl e  of unre
strained self-interest . Further , 
women's subj ection i s  much more com
pl ete than the subj ection of the 
ruled to the tyrant because men do 
not just want the obedience of women , 
"they want the ir sentiments" ( 2 71-2 ) .  

The only check to thi s  pursu it of 
male sel f- interest i s  pol it i cal pow
er , al l the more necessary for women 
because a man ' s  self- interest has 
been curbed i n  most other areas . M i l l  
real i zes that unles s  checked , self
interest w i l l  conti nue to increase at 
the expense of the i nterests of oth
ers . "We know that the bad properti es 
o f  human nature are only kept w ith in 
bounds when they are al lowed no scope 
for the i r  indu lgence , "  he declares . 
Thus patri archy cannot be separated 
from thi s  aspect o f  human nature : a 
w i fe 111ay i n  fact be the one person 
over whom a man can exerc i se h i s  
sel f- interest ; on ly here cou ld h e  in
dulge "those points of h i s  or iginal 
character which in all other rela
tions he wou ld have found it necessa
ry to repress and to concea l "  ( 289) .  

And i n  thi s  way the fam i l y ,  too , 
comes to serve the i nterests of its 
"chief . "  Care of one's w i fe and chi l
dren , according to Mi l l ,  i s  "only 
care for them as parts o f  the man ' s  
own i nterests." Even so-cal led "sac
r i f i ces" for the fam i l y  are def ined 
by the patriarch ' s  preferences. Thi s  
makes the family a school o f  w i l ful
ness , o f  " unbounded sel f - i ndu lgence" 
and of an " idealized sel f i shness" 
( 288-9 ) .  

The dominance o f  male sel f- interest 
in the family ensures the continuance 
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of sel f ishness in the next genera
tion . Boys learn early that the i r  in
terest w i l l  prevai l  over those of 
one-half the human race . The ef fects 
of  such domest ic  relations on the mo
ral condi t ion of humankind are c lear : 
what i s  learned at home perverts " the 
whole manner o f  exi stence of the man , 
both as an individual and as a soci al 
be ing . " I n  fact , "Al l the self i sh 
propensi t ies , the sel f  worshi p ,  the 
unjust sel f-preference, which exi st 
among mankind , have the i r  source and 
root , and derive the i r  princ ipal 
nour i shment from , the present const i
tut ion of the re lation between men 
and women" ( 324-5 ) .  Only sexual equa
l i ty ( beginn ing w i th the suffrage ) 
would make men more "unsel f i sh and 
sel f-sac r i f i c i ng" ( 293 ) .  

The d i s franchi sement of women d i d  not 
j ust foster the self- interest of men ; 
i t  also re inforced women ' s  own sel f
i nterest.  One of M i l l's arguments for 
suffrage was that women should be 
given ful l  pol i t i cal r i ghts because 
they al ready exerci sed an indirect 
and irresponsible power which depend
ed on personal inf luence over men . 
Mi l l ' s  concern i s  that this  ind i rect 
power rested ent irely on sel f- i nter
est. Condi t ioned to bel ieve that pub
l ic matters were not the i r  bus iness , 
women d i d  not occupy themselves w i th 
i t .  Few women therefore had a publ ic 
consci ence , see ing i ssues only in 
terms of  personal interest , wh ich did  
not extend beyond the ir husbands and 
fam i ly .  This subordination of pub l i c  
conscience to private i nterest has a 
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pernicious influence over men. No man 
would "postpone private interests to 
public" when his wife influences him 
in the "direction of the only inter
est whicn she understands and appre
ciates. " 

To correct women ' s tendency to see 
public issues in terms of self-inter
est and the detrimental effects of 
this, women must be given the vote. 
By their transformation into citi
zens, they will become concerned with 
the interests which are common to 
all. In short, the suffrage, for both 
men and women, would restrict the 
force of self-interest and broaden 
their sympathies. 

III 
The connection Mill makes between 
sexual inequality and self-interest, 
and equality and the development of 
sympathy, is illustrated by his con
trast of the actual family with the 
ideal. Mill points out that present 
relations between men and women char
acteristically lack sympathetic com
munion. Sympathy is rarely seen among 
husbands, who do not know what their 
wives are really thinking or feeling, 
or do not share in those feelings be
cause they cannot transcend their own 
interests. Mi 11 also suggests that 
the capacity of women for sympathy 
has been either stunted or replaced 
by a false sense of self-abnegation-
a false altruism created by sociali
za t i o n  t h a t  w o uld e n s u r e  
subordination ( 278 , 293) . 

Even so Mill makes some interesting 
comments on women's capacity for sym
pathy. He stresses their practical 
talents, intuitive perception and 
greater nervous susceptibility 1 which 
are linked to their ability to enter 
into the minds and feelings of those 
with whom they are in immediate con
tact ( 304-10}. As John Robson has 
pointed out, these are very similar 
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to the qualities Mill ascribes to 
poets. In the case of poets (where it 
should be recalled the difference is 
one of degree not kind), greater sen
sibility is related no a greater ca
pacity for sympathy. 

Only in a marriage between equals 
"partaking in the same things" can 
the capacity for sympathy flourish. 
Here the similarities between part
ners increase, each "acquiring the 
tastes and capacities of the other in 
addition to his own" ( 334).  The moral 
regeneration of mankind, Mill de
clares, can only begin when one 
learns to cultivate one's strongest 
sympathy with one equal in rights and 
culture. When the family is so con
stituted, it will become a school of 
the virtues of freedom: a school of 
"sympathy in equality" ( 295 ) .  Chil
dren will then develop the moral 
habits and sentiments appropriate to 
all social relations. 

Mill foresaw a "new order of things" 
characterized by a justice rooted "no 
longer in the instinct of equals for 
self-protection, but in a cultivated 
sympathy between them" ( 294 ) .  The 
suffrage was a necessary step towards 
transcending self-interest and devel
oping the individual's capacity for 
an expansive sympathy--towards the 
moral improvement of humankind. 
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Mill on the Prairies 

Conference on J . S .  Mil l  and I ndia at 
the University of Calgary , June 28-
2 9 ,  1 990 . 

Jean O ' Grady 
Mil l  Project 

"John Stuart Mil l  and I ndia" is not a 
popular topic o r  one that has pre
viously attracted a great deal of  
schol arly attention . This partial l y  
ref lects the f act that , in these days 
o f  academic specialization , there are 
few scholars who are at home across 
the whole range of  Mil l ' s  activities 
and interests . Those who know about 
n i neteenth-century I ndia and the East 
I ndia Company ( for which Mil l  worked 
for thi rty- five years ) tend to be 
less fami liar with Mi l l ' s  contribu
tions in the field of philosophy , 
economics , and soc i a l  theory , and 
vice versa . Thus the main aim o f  the 
con ference devoted to Mil l and I ndia , 
which was recently organized by Pro
fessor Anthony Parel of the Univer
sity of Calgary , was to bring toge
ther a varied group o f  experts to 
explore the possibilities of the sub
ject and initiate fresh research . 

I nevitably , the group was a f airly 
smal l one , consisting of twenty-four 
scho lars f rom around the world , and 
this number inc luded several f rom the 
host university and ten who were giv
ing papers . The group comfortably 
filled a circle of  tables in a semi
nar room of the University of Calga
ry ' s  aptly-named Education Tower . 
Outside , hundreds were packing the 
Olympic Oval for a footbal l  game . I t  
is un likel y  that we wil l  ever see the 
throng re-directed and f lowing to 
conferences in the Education Tower . 
But the conference participants 
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agreed that a considerably l arger 
group wou ld turn their attention to 
Mil l ' s  I ndian involvement as the in
herent interest o f  the subject be
comes •ore widely recognized . 

There are , however ,  problems with the 
material itsel f  that help to exp l ain 
the fact that so far it has given 
rise to only a handful of  publica
tions .  One is that most o f  the rele
vant documents were produced not in
dependently but as part of Mil l ' s  
work for the East I ndia Company .  Of 
his own accord he did write three 
pieces on I ndia , but these are on 
peripheral topics (trade , the legal 
system , and l and tenure ) .  There are 
a l so a few significant passages in 
such works as Representative Govern
ment . But the bul k  o f  the evidence 
for his attitudes must come from the 
despatches he drafted at work--that 
is , f ro• the instructions ,  comments, 
and advice that were sent out by the 
Company to the governments in the 
three Presidencies of I ndia for their 
guidance . From a list Mil l  kept him
sel f ,  we know that he wrote over 1700 
of  these despatches .  In addition , we 
have the transcript of  Mil l's evi
dence before a Select Committee of 
the House o f  Lords in 1852 , when he 
hel ped to convince their Lordships 
that the Company ' s  Charter should be 
renewed . Lastly ,  there are the pieces 
that Mil l  wrote on beha l f  of the Com
pany in 1858 , when Par 1 iament was 
considering the transfer of the In
dian administration directly to the 
Crown : the initial petition against a 
too hasty decision ; a hundred-and
one-page Memorandum of the I mprove
ments in the Administration o f  I ndia 
during the Last Thirty Years; and 
seven shorter pamphlets criticizing 
aspects o f  the different proposals 
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for a new consti tution .  Potent ial ly , 
all  these documents offer a fascinat
ing i ns ight into the way M i l l ' s  theo
ries of govern•ent and soc iety were 
put into practice . But scho lars have 
been deterred by a question whose an
swer i s  by no means obv ious : to what 
extent can these despatches and de
fences be taken to represent M i ll ' s  
own ideas , and to what extent was he 
s i mply vo i c ing Company pol icy--act
ing , as he put i t ,  1 as "merely one 
wheel in a machine"? 

Another problem w i th the mater i al , at 
least unt i l  recently , has been i ts 
general unava i lab i l ity, By a happy 
co inc idence , Volume XXX of The Col
lected Works of  Jopn Stuart Mil l ,  
Wri ti ngs on I nd i a ,  was pub l i shed 
just before the conference , and i t  
makes read i ly accessible for the 
first t i me the independent articles , 
a short minute on a legal matter , the 
Par l iamentary evidence , and al l the 
1858 pamphlets . I t  does not include 
the 1700-odd despatches , both because 
of the ir workaday nature and for rea
sons of space . But these despatches ,  
hav ing dozed obscurely for a hundred 
years and more in the I nd i a  O f f i ce 
archives , are also bei ng d i s interred : 
the edi tors of  Wr i t ings on I nd i a  pro
vided an annotated f indi ng-l i s t  of 
them in a lengthy appendi x , and now 
i t  seems l ikely that Chadwyck-Healey 
may publ ish the complete set on 
micro f i lm. 

I t  was appropri ate , then , that the 
conference should open w i th a paper 
address ing the very bas i c  questi on of 
M i l l ' s  respons ib i l i ty for t he des
patches; and doubly appropr i ate that 
the authors should  be Marti n  and Za
wahir Moi r  o f  the I nd i a  Off ice L i bra
ry , co-edi tors o f  Mi l l ' s  I nd i an vol
ume and compi l ers o f  the f inding
l i st, Mart i n  Moi r ,  who presented the 
paper , has already thrown con s ider
able l i ght into obscure places by 

publ i s h ing a gu i de to the I nd i a  Of
f ice records , and art i cles on the way 
despatches were drafted under the 
Company. I n  the ir contr ibu t i on the 
Mai rs outl ined the process by whi ch a 
draft was c i rculated , someti mes re
peatedly , among the Chairmen , the 
Board of  Contro l , and the Court o f  
D irectors, at each stage gather ing 
insertions , delet ions , and emenda
t ions--so that i t  was no wonder that 
some letters from Ind i a  were not an
swered for several years . I n  the pro
cess of arriving at a version accept
able to al l ,  M i l l ' s  text often under
went alterat ion . Mostly these altera
t ions were of an uni mportant nature , 
but i n  a minori ty of  cases they are 
o f  considerable s ign i f i cance . Occa
s ional ly the MS of h i s  l ist suggests 
that , i f  a draft had been altered 
very rad ical ly ,  he crossed i t  out 
from the l ist . The items that remai n  
he considered t o  b e  of  h i s  own compo
s i t ion , though tempered by a process 
of adjustment and compromise . 

Dur ing the d i scussion per i od ,  some 
members of the aud ience argued that 
M i l l  cou ld neverthe less st i l l  be seen 
as a loyal bureaucrat express ing the 
Company ' s  v i ews rather than h i s  own . 
I ndeed th i s  became the chief bone of  
content ion during the conference , 
w i th several papers drawi ng d i f ferent 
conc lus ions from the material stud
ied.  Lynn Zastoupi l ,  for instance , 
argued for M i l l ' s  intellectual i nde
pendence in h i s  d i scuss ion of the 
wel l-known "educat ion despatch" of 
1836 , in wh ich M i l l  opposed the I n
d i an government ' s  deci s ion to stop 
subs i d i z i ng tradi t i onal Sanscri t  and 
Arabi c  educat i on ,  and to fund only 
educat i on in Eng l i sh and on western 
subj ect s .  This  despatch i s  easy to 
claim  as M i l l ' s ,  as i t  was total ly 
rej ected by the Board o f  Control , and 
was never revi sed or sent to I nd i a .  
Here M i l l  brought forward the i deas 
that he had absorbed from thinkers 



l ike Wordsworth , Coleri dge , and 
Tocquev i l le over the l ast ten years : 
the importance of  respecti ng trad i 
tional emotional attachments in pol i 
tical arrangements , the value o f  
maintaining a l earned e l i te or  cleri
sy , and the dangers of creating a so
c i ety total l y  dominated by a i dd le
c lass values ( in thi s  case, the de
s i re to get a good j ob by be ing edu
cated in Engl i sh ) . Zastoupi l  showed 
how these themes occurred both in the 
educat i on despatch and in other wr it
ings of the 1830s . F inal l y ,  he l inked 
the despatch to the personal c r i s i s  
in  M i l l ' s  l i fe . I n  1 836 , James Mi l l  
(who bel ieved traditional I nd i an 
learn ing was nothing but hocus-pocus) 
was absent f rom the Company w ith what 
proved to be a terminal i l lness, and 
h i s  son was asserting h i s  own v i ews 
more freely and shedding many of h i s  
father ' s  prej udices . 

Robin Moore , in  h i s  paper on a ser ies 
of  despatches concern ing Oudh , spoke 
for the school that saw few of Mi l l ' s  
personal priorities in h i s  work . He 
emphas i zed the fact that Mi ll  worked 
in the Po l it i cal Department , which 
dealt exc lusively w ith relations be
tween Britain and the remain ing na
tive states ;  he did  not often have to 
wr ite on education ( a  concern of the 
Pub l i c  Department ) ,  and was never in
volved with the Revenue or Jud i c i al 
and Leg i slative Departments , where 
the f inancial and legal pol i c i es of  
Br i t i sh I nd i a  were shaped . Mill  seem
ed a devotee of realpo l itik  in  rela
tion to the native states ,  content to 
maintain a k ind of holding attitude , 
and pushing forward neither h i s  own 
nor h i s  father ' s  ideas . 

Nancy Cassel l s  also argued that M i l l  
had l i ttle scope for innovat i on i n  
h i s  department . However , he was in
vo lved with the i ssues of  female in
fant i c i de ,  k i dnapping , slavery , and 
Thuggee , al l o f  which the Bri t i sh 
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were attempting to d iscourage among 
the i r  princely I nd i an al l ies . I n  
Mi l l ' s  despatches o n  these subjects 
Casse l l s  found , •ixed w ith a moral 
revulsion against s lavery , a marked 
des i re to uphold the chain o f  command 
in the Company : M i l l  reprimanded of
f i cers in the f ield who had exceeded 
thei r  authority ,  even i f  they d i d  so 
in  attempts to prohibit slavery . Fur
thermore , he had no input into the 
legi s l ation against s l avery and Thug
gee then taking shape in the Legi sl a
t ive department , and in fact did  not 
seem to be aware of i t .  Casse 11 s '  
conclusion was that i n  these des
patches M i l l  showed h imse l f  to be a 
good i nterpreter of  Company pol icy , 
but a very m i ld reformer indeed . 

A s i mi lar conclusion about M i l l ' s  in
f l uence through h i s  despatches was 
reached by Professor Ambi raj an 1 an 
economist at the I nd i an I nstitute of 
Technology . (He was one of  several 
delegates of I nd i an b i rth , who pro
v ided a much-needed non-Western per
spective at the conference . )  Ambi ra
j an po inted out that though M i l l  was 
a f amous economi st ,  and indeed wrote 
part of the Principles o f  Pol it ical 
Economy on Company t ime , he was not 
involved in Indian economi c  matters 
at all unt i l h i s  last two years w i th 
the Company , as Exam iner , at wh ich 
time the statements he drafted were 
those of an "un.U.ag inative and pom
pous middle-level bureaucrat. " M i l l  
exerted more influence through his  
publ i shed econom ic writings , wh i ch 
pos ited j ust the k ind o f  contract 
economy that the Bri t i sh were trying 
to estab l i sh in I nd i a .  H i s  effect was 
not s imple , however :  those on both 
s ides of an argument cou ld and d i d  
c ite M i l l ' s  works to support the i r  
v iews . Final ly , Ambi raj an argued for 
M i l l ' s  persuasive inf luence on the 
national i st movement through the gen
eral spirit  of his writings . Indian 
un iver s i ty calendars , even of Musl i m  
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instituti ons , reveal that the Logic 
and the Pol i ti cal Economy were pre
scribed reading ti l l  the twentieth 
century ; b iographies and speeches 
show that On L iberty and Representa
tive Government were studied av idly 
by educated I ndi ans . It was through 
works l ike these , and not through h i s  
labours at I nd i a  House , that M i l l  
helped to shape the consc iousness of 
the developing nation . 

A f inal examination of  M i l l ' s  atti
tudes to  I nd i a  was prov ided by Doug- . 
las Peers o f  Calgary , who looked at 
M i l l ' s  defence of the East I nd i a  Com
pany in 1958 . The ru le of the Company 
was consonant w i th M i l l ' s  general po
l itical theory , which he ld that when 
a soc iety i s  not suf f i c i ently mature 
for representative government , an 
al i en despoti sm may prov ide the best 
conditions for advancement ; and M i l l  
often po inted out the secur ities 
agai nst m i s rule prov i ded by the 
"double government" of C rown and Com
pany.  One i mportant idea for whi ch 
Peers cred ited Eric  Stokes ' s  p i oneer
ing the Engl ish Uti l itarians and 
I nd i a  was the compatib i l ity between 
ut i l itari an ideas and those of the 
conservative school of I nd i an adm i n i 
strators represented b y  Thomas Munro 
and Mountstuart Elphinstone . Mi l l  
cou ld  approve o f  Company pol icy be
cause , l ike these men , he emphasi z ed 
above all security of government , 
under which reform m i ght be i ntro
duced through nat ive insti tutions . 
Po int i ng to pol ic ies such as ryotwar i  
tenure , which M i l l  tended to support 
whi le i gnor ing  symptoms of d i ssatis
faction w ith them , Peers concluded 
that M i l l  was not just a dut i ful 
spokesman for Company v i ews : by 1 85 8 , 
those v i ews had become h i s  own . 

The three remaining papers at the 
conference dealt with somewhat wider 
top ics . Dr . J .  Maj eed of Caabridge 
con s idered Ja111es Mi l l ' s  H istory o f  

Br i t i sh I nd i a  i n  the l i ght o f  early 
n ineteenth-century l i ngui stic  and 
aestheti c  attitudes , and found it to 
be i n formed by a d istrust of the 
Coleridgean i magination , which to 
James Mi l l  was the buttress of the 
rev ital i zed conservat i sm of the 
Br itish establ i shment. Joseph Hambur
ger lobbed a grenade into the con
ference by suggesting that, in On 
L iberty and elsewhere , whi le appear
i ng to support a max i mum of l iberty 
and d ivers ity ,  M i l l  really advocated 
the crushing of a l l  "bad" ind i v idual
i sm .  Ant i soc ial  traits ( such as 
greedi ness and se l f i shness ) were to 
be d iscouraged , and altru i sm fos
tered , by the very sort of soci al 
pressure to conform that M i l l  theo
ret i cal ly deplored . Professor Amb i
raj an expressed the group ' s  general 
res i stance to thi s  theory when he 
asked whether I nd i ans had been read
ing M i l l  ami ss for 130 years . Profes
sor Hamburger resi gned h i msel f to the 
lonely  eminence o f  the i nnovator .  

F inal l y ,  Al l ison Dube of Calgary gave 
a very pol ished paper on uti l itar i an 
v i ews of I nd i a .  He examined Bentham ' s  
cr iteria for trans ferring l aws f rom 
one country to another ,  which includ
ed a great "tende rness" for local 
customs , prejudices , and sens ibi l i 
ties , and argued that much o f  what i s  
cal led uti l itari an thought on I nd i a  
(for instance , by Stokes ) does not 
accord w ith Bentham ' s  programme and 
should be cal led at the most l iberal . 
James and John Stuart M i l l  emerged 
from h i s  paper as paternal i stic  and 
even at times autho ritar i an ,  with no 
practi cal agenda for the growth of 
ind igenous democratic institutions on 
the sub-continent . 

Looking back on the papers as a 
whole , one must conclude that Dube ' s  
rather negat ive judgment of  M i l l  1 s 
I nd ian career was typ i cal . But the 
papers also suggest that much i nter-



esti ng work remains to be done in 
bring ing that career i nto focus , and 
that perhaps even some m i ld advocacy 
would be appropr i ate by those sympa
thetic  to the problems M i l l  faced and 
the l im i tati ons w i th i n  which he work
ed . The conference was sponsored by 
the pol itical science department at 
Calgary , but those in other d i sc i 
p l i nes such as h i story , m i l itary h i s
tory , archival studies , l iterature , 
and the h istory of  ideas , all  had a 
valuable perspecti ve to contri bute . 
I at least came away from the conv iv
ial f i nal banquet at an I ndian res-
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taurant w ith a sense o f  hav ing learn
ed much from the participants , and 
with the comforting though that the 
study of M i l l ' s  works w i l l  never be 
exhausted . 

Notes 

1
Autobiography ( Toronto : University 

o f  Toronto Press , 1 98 1 ) ,  8 7 . 
2Ed . John M .  Robson , Martin Mo i r ,  

and Z awah i r  Moi r  ( Univers ity of  To
rynto Press ,  1 9 90 ) .  

( Ox ford : Clarendon , 1959 ) .  

John Stuart Mill 
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Books 

Fred Wi l son. Psychol ogical Analys is  
and the Phi losophy o f  John Stuart 
M i l l .  Toronto : Un ivers ity of Toronto 
Press , 1990 . 

No ser ious student of  J . S .  M i l l ' s  
phi losophy can afford to overlook 
this book.  I t  is a work of f i rst
class analys is  based on thorough h i s
tor i cal know ledge and an appreci at i on 
of  M i l l  as a comprehens ive , systema
t i c , phi l osopher .  

W i l son ' s  study i s  both h i storical and 
systemat i c .  H i stori cal ly  i t  treats 
M i l l ' s  phi losophy mainly as a re
sponse to c r i t i c i sms , Whig  and Tory , 
of  the ph i losophical rad i cals assoc i
ated w i th Bentham . The problems run 
deeper though , in fact back to d i f
ferences between Hobbes , who endorsed 
moral re lat iv i sm and psycho logical 
ego i s m ,  and C l arke and Shaftesbury , 
who bel ieved i n  the obj ectiv i ty o f  
value and the i rreduc ibi l i ty o f  v i r
tue . Wi lson prov i des a detai led and 
insightfu l analyti cal account of  
these d i fferences , as  wel l as  o f  
the i r  further development i n  Hutche
son , Butler , Hume , Pr ice , and Re i d .  

The h istorical di mens ion of  W i l son ' s  
study also inc ludes an account of  
percept ion , considered epistellOlog ic
ally  and metaphysi cal ly , as Berkeley , 
Hume , Kames , and Rei d  developed i t .  
The h i story o f  morals has parallels  
here , and W i l son reveals many of 
them . He cons iders M i l l ' s  contribu
t ion to economics in connection w ith 
R icardo and Bai ley 1 and he carries 
h i s  h i storical commentary forward i n  
ethics , economics , and psychology 
( including perception ) ,  re•arking on 
major  developments up to the present . 

Systematical l y ,  the heart of  the book 

i s  J . S .  M i l l ' s  concept ion of psycho
log ical analysi s .  · W i l son approaches 
it through an account of M i l l ' s  
phi losophy of  science whi ch , once 
agai n ,  he p l aces in h i storical per
spect ive . H i s  account explains what 
M i l l  means by " the chemical mode o f  
compos i t i on 11 , a key concept for 
understanding what he means by 
"psychological analys is" . W i l son 
explains what Mi l l ' s  conception of  
psycho logical analys is  i s  and shows 
how it trans forms the phi losophical 
introspective psycho logy of the ear
l ier emp i r i c i sts ( Locke through James 
Mi l l )  into a genu inely scient i f ic 
psychology . He then demonstrates how 
the resulting concept ion enables a 
coherent emp i ri c i st , ut i l i  tar i an ,  re
sponse to cr i t i c i sms that cou ld not 
be met-- in the areas of econom ics , 
morals ,  and perception--by Mi l l ' s  
empi r i c i st , ut i l i tar ian ,  predeces
sors . 

I n  a l i ttle  more detai l ,  W i l son sees 
Mi l l ' s  problem as fol lows . The ear
l ier phi losoph i cal rad icals were 
reformers whose argument was that 1 1  i t  
is  in the long-run interest of  each 
to act on the uti l i tar i an princ iple  
[ and that more spec i f ical ly]  as  a 
means to that end i t  i s  in  the long
run interest of  each to conform to 
the princ i ples of  justice , contract , 
and al leg i ance [ and that ] st i l l  more 
spec i f ical ly , g iven the theorems o f  
[ class ical econom ics) , i t  i s  in the 
long-run i nterests of each to operate 
in an unregu lated market" ( 5 ) . Accord
ing to c r i tics  l ike Macau l ay this  
v i ew was f l awed . I ts assumptions were 
psychological ego ism ( our voluntary 
actions are mot ivated by self-love ) 
and psycho logical hedon i sm ( our vol 
untary act ions aim  solely at pleasure 
or the avo idance of pain ) .  Con s i dered 
in this  l ight , the ear l ier  phi losoph
i cal rad icals real ly offered a rec ipe 
for  revolution .  The poor would not be 
enl ightened uti l i tarians , but would 



be led to theft , to the v i olat i on of 
property , and to the farced redistri
but i on o f  pol i ti cal and economi c  pow
er ( to the v iolat ion of the princ i
ples  of  justice , contract , and al le
g i ance ) .  Psychologi cal ego i sm and 
hedon i sm ,  the critics  bel i eved , were 
incapable of grounding moral princ i
ples , principles which do and ought 
to regu late econom ic and social l i fe .  
Both Whigs and Tor ies argued that 
v i rtue ( including respect for the 
above-mentioned princ iples ) could be 
explained and just i f ied on ly by ref
erence to  spec i f i cal ly moral senti 
ments , sentiments w i th the power to 
move us ( a  mot ivat i ng power not 
reducible to any other passion or 
sentiment ) ,  sent iments which embody 
an instinctive or nat i ve or intu i t ive 
knowledge of obj ective moral truth . 

J . S .  M i l l  agreed that v i rtue i s  ne i
ther reducible nor capable of be ing 
accounted for on the assumpt ion of 
psychological ego i sm .  He held , how
ever , that v i rtue i s  not nat ive or 
instinctive or intu i t ive but that it  
is  learned , learned by assoc iat ion 
w i th pleasu re , as the Bentham i tes 
thought ( M i l l  i s  a psychological 
hedon i st ) .  The associ ation does not 
make a merely mechan ical ( conjunc
t i ve ) bond between the princ i p le 
learned and pleasure , however , but 
generates a qual i tat ively d istinct 
moral sentiment . Vi rtue is thus not 
reduc ible . By assoc iat ive learning , 
impart ial moral sentiments develop in 
us . They are experienced as h i gher 
p leasures w i th the power to mot ivate 
and to regu late lower order ( e . g . , 
economi c )  des i res . 

Th i s  response was not open to the 
earl ier ut i l i tarians . Thei r  concep
tion of introspective analys i s  assum
ed that the geneti c  antecedents ( s im
ple i deas ) o f  emergent ( through asso
c i at i on ) mental phenomena ( complex 
i deas ) l ike moral sentiments were 
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actual ( "  integrant" ) parts o f  those 
phenomena.  For them moral senti ments 
were reducible ; asso c i ation was mere
ly 111echan i cal combinat ion . J .  S .  
M i l l ' s  advance was to see genetic  
antecedents as  only d ispos i t i onal ly 
p resent ( "metaphys ical" ) parts of 
these phenomena. The phenomena were 
not reducible to the i r  genetic ante
cedents ,  as they were on the earl ier 
generations ' concept ion , where the 
reduct ion was ach ieved through an in
trospect ive analys is  governed by a 
prior ph i losophi cal v i ew of  what must 
be there ( as an actual consti tuent of 
the complex ) .  They were not reduci
ble ;  but from them the genet i c  ante
cedents were ( in princ iple ) recover
able , th i s  t i me by a genu inely scien
t i f ic invest i gation of the speci fic  
process of  chemi cal compos i t ion ( as
soc iat ion ) that produced them . M i l l  
had put introspect ive psychology on 
the road to science . 

Bes ides enabl ing a uti l i  tar ian re
sponse to Whi g  and Tory c r i t i cs , thi s 
change in the psychology carr ies im
p l i cat ions for our understanding of 
M i l l ' s  eth i cs and his contr ibution to 
econom i cs . W i lson spe l l s  out many of 
them . 

My brief  sketch gives , I hope , an 
i dea of the scope and di rection of 
W i lson ' s  book . I t  does not give an 
adequate sense of the subtlety of 
Wi l son ' s  analys i s  or of the care with 
whi ch he canvasses and evaluates al
ternative interpretations as he works 
d i alect ical ly forward . W i lson offers 
many insights and defends M i l l  where 
he i s  often thought most vulnerable , 
and he defends h i m  in  the way one 
imagines M i l l  would l ike to be de
fended--not as a romant ic  put perma
nently at odds w i th h i s  nature by the 
emp i r i c i st orthodoxy of h i s  of  chi ld
hood , and not as an apostle of  some 
uneasy eclecti c i sm ,  but as an innova
t ive emp i r i c i st commi tted to the 
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ut i l i tari an cause . 

Errol Aspev ig  
Ryerson Polytechn ical I ns t i tute 

*** 

Thomas E .  Blom . The Secret L ives of 
Richard Andre ( 1834- 1 90 7 ) . A Lecture 
Given at the Osborne Co l lect ion of 
Early Chi ldren ' s  Books , 2 November 
198 9 .  Toronto : Toronto Publ ic 
L ibrary , 1 99 0 .  

Who has heard of  R ichard Andre? Not 
many people , i t ' s  a safe bet . Who has 
heard of W i l l iam Roger Snow , Andre ' s  
real name , or C l i fford Merton , ano
ther al ias? Sti l l  not many peopl e .  
But this  man in  h i s  var ious i dent i 
t i es was the most pro l i fic  w r i ter and 
i l lustrator of chi ldren ' s  books in 
the 1880s , when he exceeded the out
put of Randol ph Caldecott 1 Walter 
Crane , and Kate Greenaway combined ; 
and h i s  hi story , exhumed w i th the 
d i l i gence and enthu s i asm of the true 
V i ctorian s leuth by Thomas E .  Blom , 
prov i des not only an intrigu i ng plot 
for a sensat ional novel , but also 
useful information on the techno logy 
of n ineteenth-century book i l lustra
t ion , and some s i de l i ghts on the mor
al convent ions of v i sual representa
tion .  

The Secret L ives o f  R ichard Andre i s  
the second of the Helen E .  Stubbs 
memorial lectures , g iven in the Os
borne Col lect i on of Early Chi ldren ' s  
Books , and pub l i shed by the Toronto 
Publ i c  L ibrary . I t  is a s l i m  volume , 
but packed w i th genu ine research . I t  
inc ludes the biography o f  the shape
shift ing W i l l iam Snow , painstak ingly 
reconstructed from many sources ; a 
h i s tory of h i s  assoc iat i on w i th the 
chi ldren ' s wri ter , Jul i ana Horat ia  
Ewi ng ;  an indexed b ibl iography of  the 
works he wrote and i l lustrated ; and a 
checkl ist of h i s  works exhibi ted in 

the Osborne Col l ect ion in  1 989 . 

The biographical part deal s  w ith the 
career and nefarious do ings of Snow/ 
Merton/Andre as v i l lain-hero . He was 
the eldest son of highly connected 
parents , and inher i ted a fortune 
which he managed to d i s s i pate in a 
s ingle year at Cambridge . He enl isted 
as a foot-soldier ( he was 
subsequently commi ssioned ) ,  and took 
part in the Crimean War . He marr ied 
and deserted a w i fe ( who wrote her 
painful experi ences into a novel , and 
later d i ed of consumption l ike her 
own heroine ) .  He dabbled in the 
theatre , and took successively two 
actress mi stresses , and got into 
trouble  w i th the husband of one of 
them . The dread word " d i vorce , "  
attached to an off icer , was enough to 
create a scandal from which he 
escaped by desert ing , and chang ing 
his name . He l ived a hand-to-mouth 
existence , w r i ting and i l lustrat ing . 
One of h i s  dramat i c  product ions was a 
play ,  Unmasked , adapted from a sensa
t ional novel by Mary E l i zabeth Brad
don , and including the plot of chang
ing identi t ies wh i ch he practised in 
h i s  own l i fe .  By the t i me he was 
working w i th Mrs . Ew ing he showed ex
emplary working hab its , and subse
quently even admi rable  domesti c  
traits ( once h e  had marri ed h i s  m i s
tress ) .  Eventual ly he moved to the 
country , became a dedicated go l fer 
( hi s  house was cal led "The Bunker , "  
and one of  h i s  late books was Co lonel 
Bogey' s Sketch Book ) and a p i l lar of  
the commun i ty .  L i ke Becky Sharp , he 
f inally found h i mse lf  a respectable 
booth in Van i ty Fai r .  

I wou ld have l iked more i l lustrat ions 
to the book , as ev idence of Blom ' s 
c lai• for an effect ive real i sm in  An
dre ' s  i l lustrative work . For those 
who attended the lecture , the i l lu
strations were of  course al l around 
the• in the concurrent exh i b i t ion of 



Andre ' s  work . But the reader of the 
book l acks the examples that Blom 
d iscusses . I wou ld also have appreci
ated some quotation f rom his writ
i ngs . However , a lecture can ' t  go on 
forever ;  and there are cost l im i ta
t ions for reproduct ions . One must be 
thankfu l for what i s  there . The vol
ume does provi de a coloured f ron t i s
p i ece o f  a rej ected watercolour de
s i gn for the cover of one of Ewing ' s  
books , Convalescence of 1885 , as wel l  
as a couple o f  tone reproduct ions . 

Why was the watercolour des i gn re
j ected?--and i f  i t  was , why reproduce 
i t? Of  course there is a recogn i zed 
genre of censored and rejected Victo
r i ana , and thi s  watercolour belongs 
to i t .  The gi rl  it depicts i s  def i
n i tely  bosomy , w i th a s lender and 
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wel l-corsetted waist . She is dressed 
in pink and white , and wears a becom
ing cap w i th a p ink ribbon that sets 
o f f  her blond hair .  Her handkerch ief 
and ruf fl es also suggestively conceal 
and reveal her bosom . She is remi n i s
cent , in fact , of  the way that Mr . B 
saw Pamel a ,  or Alec D ' Urbervi l le saw 
Tess--as eminently des i rable and con
sumable . Th i s  would  not do . 

Mrs . Ewing , wri t ing for the Soci ety 
for Promoting Chri s t i an Know ledge , 
undertook to reform thi s  i conographic  
rake . She obj ected that his  work 
l acked " pu r i ty in [ the 1 women & chi l
dren , "  and that " he can ' t  draw a 
l ady" ( 2 7 ) .  And she proceeded to re
qui re rev i sions of h i s  i l lustrat ions , 
w i th a v i ew to ref in ing the vul garity 
o f  h i s  representations . Thi s  i s  her 
commentary on h i s  depiction of a 
scene of a mother and ch i ldren in 
church : 

The l ady was l ike a shop- g i r l  in a 
hat & feathers--tight f i tt ing j a
cket w i th skimpy fur edge ( inex
pressibly vulgar cheap-f inery 
style ! )  kneel ing w i th a h i ghly 
developed f i gure backwards on to 
the spectator ! !  & w i th her eyes up 
in a theatri cal gaze heavenwards . 
L i ttle boy in h i s  seat , w i th h i s  
hat o n  . . • •  I took courage & sent 
them back--hav ing faith in the 
thoroughness whi ch he so eminently 
works w i th .  I sent him a 
sketch ! said the l ady must wear a 
bonnet in church , & her boys must 
take o f f  the i r  hats ! T hat she must 
kneel forwards , be dressed i n  deep 
sealskin w i th heavy fox edge , & 
have her eyes down . ( 2 7 )  

We may snicker at Ewing ' s  p rudery i n  
objecti ng t o  the " highly developed 
f igure . " But c l early Andre needed her 
adv i ce ,  as he was evi dentl y  def i c i ent 
in the soci ology of church-going.  In 
any case , although she had scruples 
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about requ i r ing rev1 s 1ons o f  h i m ,  
knowi ng that " the man i s  driven w ith 
work" ( 27 ) ,  he accepted her adv ice 
gratefu l l y ,  and made the requ i red re
v i sions w i thout demu r .  

To satisfy  m y  curi os i ty , I supple
mented Blom ' s  book w i th a v i s i t  of  my 
own to the Osborne Col lect ion , in or
der to compare the pub l i shed des i gns 
wi th those rej ected . The servant g i r l  
was bumped f rom the ful l-colour f ront 
cover of Convalescence ( where she was 
replaced by a peg- legged sea-captai n )  
to a blue-toned t i tle page . She has 
lost some of her embonpo int , and has 
turned from p ink to blue , f rom blond 
to dark ; and her dress i s  modestly 
buttoned at the throat . To Mrs . Ew
ing ' s  cred i t  be i t  spoken that the 
text cal l s  for no servant g i r l  at 
al l ,  though i t  does call for a sea
captain . The pretty g i r l  re f lected 
rather Andre ' s  v i sual preferences 
than the requi rements of the text . He 
seems to have had a taste for attrac
t ive young servant g i r l s .  ( I n Ewi ng ' s  
Dame Durden ' s  Copper Kett le , the "old 
servant , "  Nance , is rendered as ano
ther blooming g i rl . ) The praying fam
i ly in A Soldier ' s  Chi ldren has also 
been sui tably rev i sed . The mother i s  
decorously presented f rom the f ront , 
and has downcast eyes . Perhaps Ew
ing ' s  soci al gu idance to the i l lus
trator was a s i gn i f i cant element i n  
the moral reform of  the man . 

D r .  Blom comes to h i s  study o f  Andre 
v i a  h i s  work on Ew ing .  ( He and Marga
ret Blom are the ed i tors of Ewing ' s  
Canad ian letters . )  I t  was the refer
ence in her cor respondence that set 
him o f f  on h i s  I nspector Bucket- l ike 
detect i ve hunt for i nformation on the 
scandals that thi s  w i l y  and talented 
art i st never qui te succeeded in 
shaking o f f . 

Jul iet McMaster 
Un ivers i ty of Albe rta 

*** 

Thomas Hardy: Se lected Letters . Ed . 
Michael M i l l gate . Ox ford : C larendon 
Press , 1 990 . 

Prepared w ith the same fast idious 
scholarship as the seven-volume col
lected edi t ion , M ichael M i l lgate ' s  
select ion of Thomas Hardy ' s  letters 
g ives both the general reader and the 
scholar an academic  shortcut ,  one 
that leads more d i rect ly than the 
col lected edi t ion ( ed i ted by Purdy 
and Mi  llgate ) to the character and 
dai ly concerns of Thomas Hardy . 

I n  some respects this  Clarendon Press 
pub l i cat ion is more attract ive phys i
cal ly than the vo lumes in  the col
lected edi t i on :  the pr int i s  large r ,  
the pages smal ler , and less crowded . 
Th i s  grace to the reader in  no way 
d i m in ishes the necessary textual ap
paratus :  an introduct ion , l i st o f  
letters by correspondent and date , 
chronology , annotat ions at the end of 
each lette r ,  edi torial commentari es 
from t i me to t i me to g i ve essent i al 
background i n format ion , helpful c ross 
re ferences , and , at the end , a de
tai led i ndex . 

What this f ine volume does by omi t
t ing great numbers of ted ious , rou
t ine , busi ness-l ike letters to pub
l i shers and pol i te not i ces to attend 
or not attend social  functions i s  to 
g ive the reader , more i mmed iately 
than does the col lected ed i tion , an 
inti mate i mpress ion of Thomas Hardy , 
h i s  character , h i s  fam i l y ,  h i s  l i te r
ary acquaintances , and , to some de
gree , h i s  own observat ions upon h i s  
fiction and poetry . 

The book prov ides excel lent source 
mater ial to support or quest ion c r i 
t i cal observations that others have 
made about Hardy and h i s  work . Within  
its pages the letters reveal , for  ex-



ample , how c l ass conscious Hardy was ; 
how lastingly sens i t i ve he was to 
c r i t i c i sm of  h i s  work;  h i s  relat i ons 
w i th Emma Gi f ford and Florence Dug
dale--h is  f i rst and second w i fe--and 
w i th Florence Henni ker and Lady 
Grove ; h i s  detestat i on of suf fering 
i n fl icted on an i mals ; h i s  opposition 
to war ; and always a good deal about 
h i s  dai ly round , whether at d i nner 
part ies in London , or v i s i t ing wel l 
to-do fr iends in the country , or  at 
home at Max Gate in  Dorchester . 

A recurrent subj ect throughout many 
of the letters i s  Hardy ' s  complaint 
about the cri t i c i sm di rected at h i s  
pess i m i sm and the i mmoral i ty of  char
acters l ike Tess Durbeyf ield and Sue 
Br idehead . " Eminent c r i t i cs " , he told 
Edmund Gosse ( 10 December 1882 ) , " . • •  

print the most cutting rebukes you 
can conce ive--show me ( to my amaze
ment ) that I am qu i te an i mmoral 
person . "  Four years l ater , in another 
letter to Gosse , he return s to the 
same subj ect say ing , " I  have suf fered 
terr ibly at t i mes from rev i ews--pecu
n i ar i l y ,  & st i l l more mentally" ( 44 ) .  

Hardy ' s  sens i t i v i ty to the c r i ti cs 
was in  marked contrast to Robert 
Lou i s  Stevenson ' s ;  he had met Hardy 
in 1885 and had corresponded w ith h i m  
and Gosse . L i ke Hardy , he , too , had 
reason to complain about rev i ewers 1 

but he refuses to grieve . To h i s  
"Dear Weg , "  as he cal ls  Gosse , he 
recommends in the spring of 1 8 7 9  that 
they " have a commi nat i on day , and 
comminate publ i shers to the sound of  
rel i gious mus i c . "  Later ( 24 Ju ly 
1 8 7 9 ) he wonders who revi ewed h i s  
Travels w ith a Donkey. "Whoever he 
was , "  he t e l l s  Gosse , "he cannot 
wr ite ; he i s  humane , but a duf fer ; I 
could weep when I think of  h im ;  for 
surely to be v i rtuous and incompetent 
i s  a hard lot . " 

Such l i ght-hearted , memorable prose 
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seldom l ightens the burden of Hardy ' s  
correspondence . He emerges from h i s  
letters , a s  Professor Mi l lgate says , 
" sometimes a d i sconcertingly ' o rdina
ry ' f igure" ( v i i i ) .  But to apply 
th i s  j udgment general l y  i s ,  of 
course , to do h i m  an i nj ust i ce .  Des
p i te h i s  sens i t i v i ty ,  and caution , 
and reluctance to c r i t i c i ze , he fre
quently o f fers perceptive comments in 
his correspondence on his own work 
and on that of  others as d iverse as 
Lady Grove and Meredi th ,  Shakespeare 
and E z ra Pound , Tennyson and Walter 
de la Mare , Havelock El l i s  and Mrs . 
O l i phant . Then , there i s  h i s  painful  
recol lection o f  Emma Gi f ford ,  his  
"dearest Em" : the romance at St Ju
l iot , the love poems he wrote , and 
h i s  anx iety lest he " had not treated 
her considerately in her l atter l i fe" 
( 284 ) .  

L i kew i se , i t  would be unw i se to use 
Hardy ' s  own word , "prosy" ( 89 ,  1 6 7 , 
280 ) , as a label for h i s  letters . 
That there i s  much domesti c  t r i v i a  in 
thei r  course becomes at t i mes very 
obv ious . But many letters remain in  
the reader ' s  memory : the anecdote in  
the letter to  h i s  s i ster Kathar ine 
( 1 22 ) ;  the remarks about the "Wi l l "  
i n  the letter to Henry Newbol t  ( 1 7 2 ) ; 
the account of  Henry Maule ' s  funeral 
( 1 73-4 ) ;  the statement on f i ct ion to 
Arthur Symons ( 182 ) ;  the reference to 
the cholera years in  Fordington ( 33-
4 ) ;  the letter to Sydney Cockere 1 1  
that touches upon folk  songs ( 37 6 - 7 ) ;  
and the cadence o f  the sentence de
scribing the death of Martha Browne , 
" I  remember what a f i ne f i gu re she 
showed against the sky as she hung in 
the m isty rain , & how the t i ght black 
s i lk gown set o f f  her shape as she 
wheeled hal f-round & back" ( 404 ) .  

That Thomas Hardy seldom let h i s  
heart out of  bounds in h i s  correspon
dence may perhaps be attributed , as 
Professor M i l lgate suggests ,  to " h i s  
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l i fe as being pr i mar i ly and continu
ously one of work" ( i x ) .  And I think , 
too , h i s  own character , h i s  need for 
privacy , h i s  d i s l i ke of " qu i z z ing 
impertinence" ( 399 ) -- in a phrase , h i s  
essent ial Engl ishness--made the gos
sipy ,  friendly letter that came so 
natural ly to Robert Lou is  Stevenson 
an i mpossibi l i ty for so serious a 
person as he was . 

But i f  these letters general l y  l ack 
int i macy and warmth , they succeed , 
nevertheless , in  making Thomas Hardy 
more near ly fam i l i ar and bring the 
reader close to h i s  l i fe and h i s  
work . This ed it ion of selected let
ters is an admi rable l iterary source 
to place alongside Michael M i l l gate ' s  
other books on this great Eng l i sh 
novel i st and poet .  

Alexander M .  Ross 
Univers i ty of Gue lph 

*** 

Adri an Desmond . The Pol it ics of Evo
lut ion : Morphology, Med i cine, and Re
form in Rad i cal London . Chicago and 
London : Universi ty of Chicago Press , 
1 989 . 

Adr i an Desmond ' s  masterly d i ssect ion 
of rad ical London science in  the 
1 830s contr ibutes to the growing body 
of scholarshi p  focuss ing on the so
c i al context of scient i f ic  thought . 
Past studi es by soci al h i storians of 
sc ience have i l lum inated the nature 
of estab l ishment science , offered by 
the scient i f i c  gentry and Oxbri dge 
clergy as a reci pe for soc ial stab i l 
ity and Angl ican supremacy , and scho
lars have explored the s i gn i f icance 
of middle-c l ass  sc i ent i f ic natural
i sm ,  which in the latter hal f  of  the 
century drew upon evolutionary theory 
to chal lenge the author i ty of the 
Tory-Angl i can establ i shment . Des
mon� ' s h i s tory of biology " f rom be
low" f i l l s  an obvious  gap in our 
understand ing of n ineteenth-century 
Engl ish science , for i t  draws our 
attention to the h itherto inv i s ible 
soci al wor lds where in the mass of  
people l ived . What Desmond f inds 
there w i l l  shock those who bel i eve 
that pub l i c  support for evolution 
came onl y  after the publ icat ion of 
Darw in ' s  Origin of Species ( 1 8 59 ) .  
For Desmond conv incingly demonstrates 
the ex i stence of a s igni f icant band 
of rad ical evolut ion ists f lour i shing 
in  the secular anatomy school s  and 
Noncon formi st col leges of London . 

Desmond ' s  compe l l ing story o f  how the 
rad i ca l s  exploi ted evolutionary 
thought features a huge cast of char
acters , o f fers up dramati c  descr i p
tions of behind-the-scenes power 
struggles w i th i n  the med ical commun
i t y ,  and , most important l y ,  is set 
against the backdrop of the 1830s , a 
t i me of  soc i al and pol i t ical upheav-



al . Desmond asserts that "no decade 
in the n ineteenth century was so 
racked by pol i t i cal uncertainty" 
( 1 0 ) . It began w i th the Whi gs f inal ly 
com ing to power dur i ng a peri od of 
agr i cultural r iots , manu factur ing 
unrest , and pauper press sed i t ion . 
The passage of  the Reform B i l l  ( 1832 ) 
and the New Poor Law ( 1834 ) contr i 
buted to t h i s  sense of "po l i t i cal un
certainty , "  whi le the close of the 
decade saw the r i se of Charti sm .  As 
the Tory-Angl ican establ i shment 
fought to retain i ts hold on Br i t i sh 
soc iety , Wh igs , m i ddle-c lass D i s sent
ers , and work ing-cl ass rad i cal s cham
p i oned reform . The larger pol i t i cal 
s i tuat i on was m i rrored in the ten
s i ons w i thin  the London medical com
mun i ty .  Medi cal reformers attacked 
the Tory-supported Royal College of  
Phys i c i ans in  Pal l  Mal l and the Royal 
Co llege of  Surgeons in L i ncoln ' s  I nn 
Fi elds as undemocrat ic , nepot i st i c  
extens ions of  the ari stocrat ic system 
of pri v i lege . 

Desmond ' s  drama contains two acts .  
The f i rst centres on the evolutionary 
theory of the rad i cals and the more 
moderate reformers from the m i d
twenties to the late thi rt ies . Act 
two , to wh i ch I shall return , deals 
w i th the attempt of the Tory-Angl i can 
estab l i shment , dur ing the late th i r
t i es and early fort ies , to develop a 
new ideal i s t i c  science as a response 
to the rad icals . 

I n  act one Desmond d iscusses how 
Scott i sh anatom i sts l i ke Robert 
Grant , i n fluenced by the theories of  
the French scienti sts Lamarck and 
Geof froy , were recru i ted by London 
Un ivers i ty .  Benthami te l awyers and 
merchants backing the medi cal school , 
c r i t i cal o f  Oxbr idge and i ts Ang l ican 
natural theology , del i berately looked 
to men l ike Grant w i th the i r  pro
French natural i st anatomy . But 
Grant ' s  evolut ionary theories also 
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attracted the support of  rad i cals , 
soc i al i sts , and athe i sts interested 
i n  weakening Ang l ican power and Tory 
corporat i on authority.  Promoted by 
the rad ical medical j ournal The Lan
cet , Grant bel ieved w ith Lamarck and 
Geof f roy that an imals developed and 
changed through the operat ion of  na
tural laws . There was no need for God 
in Grant ' s  concept i on of  nature . Fur
thermore , the inexorable progress of 
all  bei ngs in  nature through harmony 
and cooperat ive str i v ing i mp l i ed to 
Grant that soci ety progressed through 
cooperation , educati on , emanci pat ion , 
techno logical advance 1 and democrat i c  
part i c i pat i on .  

Founded by Dissenters , the new "pri
vate" or non-hospi tal med ical school s  
emerg i ng after the l ate 1 820s also 
became breeding grounds for the Con
t inental anatom ies establ i shed at the 
univers i ty .  L i ke the secular i st s ,  the 
rad ical D i ssenters were chal leng i ng 
the dominance of  establ i shment medi 
cal ins t i tutions and demand ing recog
n i ti on and say in the government of 
med i cine--a med ical "emancipat ion" of 
sorts . Even moderate l i berals , d i s
affected non-Oxbr i dge profess ionals 
at London Un ivers i ty l i ke W i l l i am 
Benjamin Carpenter and Thomas South
wood Smi th , found in a less radi cal 
vers i on of Grant ' s  theories the bas i s  
for a sci ent i f i c  pos i t i on f rom wh i ch 
to attack the conservati ve Ang l icans 
when no med i cal reform b i l l  appeared 
i n  the 1 8 30 s .  

Desmond has laid out the book so that 
he moves f rom the u ltrarad i cals at 
the extreme left , through more and 
aore moderate pos i t ions unt i l  he 
arr ives at the conservat ive Tory
Ang l i can response i n  act two of h i s  
drama . H e  has an uncanny ab i l i ty to 
d i st i ngui sh c learly between each 
r i val med i cal cl i que and the class 
and rel ig ious interests at play in 
the i r  select i on of sci ent i f i c  theo-
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r ies . Here he presents a nuanced ana
l ys i s  of the construct i on of  a new 
ideal i st comparative anatomy by 
R ichard Owen of the Royal Col lege of  
Surgeons . 

Desmond treats Owen as a corporation 
conservat ive whose react ion to rad i 
c a l  Geof froy i sm was t o  " fash ion an 
equal ly soph i s t icated r ival , a bio
logy w i th the same morpho logi cal 
sweep , but which wou ld return sover
e i gn ty to the Godhead and autho r i ty 
to the trad i t i onal e l i te" ( 237 ) .  Owen 
perceived that Paley ' s  teleo logy was 
inadequate for meeting the threat of 
the new rad ical anatomy. I n fluenced 
by J .  H .  Green and Coler idge , Owen 
h i t  upon a b r i l l i ant strategy--to 
reinterpret th i s  anatomy In  ideal 
terms in  such a way that it could 
prov ide a conservat ive bu lwark 
agai nst the godless rad i cal s .  

Throughout the decade o f  1831-4 1 Owen 
also ident i f i ed and success fu l ly at
tacked the weak po ints of Lamarcki an 
evolution i sm , in  part icular the cen
tral tenet of the serial cont inu i ty 
of  l i fe .  Owen sought in h i s  scien
t i f ic work to underm ine the whole 
rad ical v iew of nature as contai n ing 
se l f-developing energies . For Owen , 
Desmond comments , "nature sanct ioned 
no upward de legat i on of power ; it 
supported no rad ical i deal of inex
orable democrati c  advancement .  Rather 
i t  just i f ied a ' decens ive ' sp i ral of  
power and de ference to trad i  t iona! 
autho r i ty" ( 333 ) .  S i nce h i s  work ap
pealed to the Tor ies , and later to 
weal thy l i beral s , Owen was handsomely 
rewarded for h i s  scient i f ic support 
of the c l e r i sy ' s  soc i a l  strat i f i ed 
cosmo s .  He was appo i nted Hunteri an 
Professor at the Royal Col lege o f  
Surgeons i n  1836 , received more than 
h i s  fai r share o f  grants from the 
Bri t i sh Assoc i ation for the Advance
ment of Sc ience , and was honoured 
w i th a pension by Peel in 1842 . 

The f inal two chapters prov i de a 
sat i s fy ing ending to Desmond ' s  story. 
In "Grasping the Nettl e :  Some Con
cluding Remarks , "  he r i d i cules the 
scholarly myopia  caused by an exag
gerated eaphas i s  on Darw in ' s  thought 
and cal ls for more studies of non
Darw i n i an evoluti on i n  d i fferent 
k i nds of soc i al contexts . Only then , 
Desmond argues , can we "do real jus
t ice to past sc i enti sts by exploring 
the d ialecti cal  re lat i onsh i p  between 
the i r  v i ews on nature and the i r  spe
c i f i c  profess ional , rel ig i ous , and 
class  interests" ( 374 ) . But for those 
Darwi n  scho lars curious as to how 
thi s  study of the anatomists sheds 
l ight on Darw i n , Desmond offers an 
afterword where he accounts for Dar
w in ' s  long del ay in publ i shing The 
Origin of  Spec ies . According to Des
mond , s ince evolutionary theory was 
c losely assoc iated w i th rad i cal i sm i n  
the thi rties and early fort ies , Dar
win  feared that he would be lumped 
together w i th D i ssenting and athe is
tic act i v i sts o r ,  even worse , that 
h i s  work would be appropr iated by the 
rad i cal s .  But , as Desmond remi nds us , 
Darw in ' s  brand of  evoluti on was ap
propri ated by m iddle-class l iberal 
intel lectuals who were attracted to 
the Malthu s i an v i ew of nature where i n  
the power fu l  survived b y  exploi t ing 
and cul l ing the weak . The rad i cals of  
the thirties abhorred Malthus ' doc
tr ines and the cal lous ant i -work ing
c l ass leg i slat i on passed in h i s  name . 
The i r  brand of evolut ion , whi ch 
stressed i nexorable progress for al l 
through harmony and cooperat ive 
str i v i ng , was more a r i val to Dar
w in ' s .  

Desmond ' s  Pol i t ics  o f  Evolution i s  a 
great achievement . Through 11et i culous 
research into •anuscript sources and 
111edi cal journals of the period , he 
has g i ven us a v iv id p i cture of rad i 
c a l  evolut ion i sts p rev i ously i gnored 
by scholars . We should also be grate-



ful to Desmond for providing a suc
cessful model of how to move from 
d i scuss ions o f  pol iti cal events to 
the debates w i thin sc i ent i f i c  com
muni ties both shap i ng and shaped by 
those events . The resu lt  i s  an i mpor
tant book which represents the comi ng 
of age of the contextual i st approach 
to study ing the h istory of sc ience . 

*** 

Bernard L ightman 
York Univers i ty 

Ever Yours, Florence N ightingale :  
Selected Letters . Ed . Martha Vic inus 
and Bea Nergaard . Cambridge : Harvard 
Un ivers i ty Press , 1 990 . 

Parthe says that I blow a trumpet 
--that i t  g ives her an i nd iges
tion--that is al so true . Struggle 
must make a no i se--& every thing 
that I have to do that concerns my 
real be ing must be done w i th 
strugg l e .  ( 50 )  

Thi s  sentiment , voi ced by Florence 
N i ghtingale in  1 85 1 , summar i zes the 
4 6 1-page j ourney Martha V i c inus and 
Bea Nergaard take us on . The 1 7 5  let
ters ( and some private notes ) in thi s 
volume dated between 1 8 3 7  and 1897  
are on ly a f raction of the esti mated 
1 0 , 000 letters held at the Bri t i sh 
L ibrary and the 3000 to 4000 held by 
individuals and other l ibrar i es . 
Along w i th the ed itors we can only 
surmi se that this s ingle volume of 
selected letters w i l l  prov i de " a  
b r i e f  sketch of t h i s  complex , contra
di ctory and bri l l iant woman" ( 1 ) .  
Whi le this  i s  t rue to an extent , the 
edi tors often stress that the i r  se
lect ion is part of a reconsiderat i on 
of N i ght ingale which seeks to red i 
rect emphas i s  from her Cri mean work 
to her work for san i tary reform . The 
letters represent al l of N i ghtin
gale ' s  interests and reflect her pri
vate con f l icts and pub l i c  dut i es , 
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each of which was domi nated by  strug
gle . 

N i ghtingale ' s  earl y  letters stress 
her i mmers ion in fam i ly l i fe and so
c ial pleasure , coupl ed w i th a growing 
awareness of the i r  l i m i tat ions and 
her own rel i gious doubts .  I n  1837  
N i ghtingale had a mys t i cal experi
ence--God cal led her  to  H i s  serv ice-
and for a number of years her l i fe 
was one of f lux between a burgeoni ng 
social reputat ion and a determ ination 
to d i scover where her dest iny lay .  
The correspondence w i th fam i l y  mem
bers suggests that the Uni tarian and 
progress ive atmosphere in wh i ch 
N i ghtingale was rai sed held more sway 
than the r i g id soc i al respons ibi l i 
t ies of upper-cl ass  l i fe ;  she often 
coerced her mother i nto al low ing her 
to nurse s i ck relat i ves rather than 
attend soc ial funct ions . N i ghtin
gale ' s  correspondence to women who 
encouraged introspection ( such as the · 
Evangel i cal Hannah N icholson ) appears 
honest and f rank , wh i le her letters 
to her parents and s i ster , Parthe , 
are often man i pu lat ive , sel f-serv ing 
and c r i t i cal of  the expectations they 
placed on her .  N i ght ingale ' s  f rustra
t ions reached a peak in 1 850 when her 
request to train at Kai serwerth was 
den ied : 

Why do I w i sh to leave this  world? 
God knows I do not expect a heaven 
beyond--but that He w i l l  set me 
down in  St . Gi les ' at a Kaiser
werth , there to f i nd my work & my 
salvat ion in my work , that I think 
w i l l  be the way ,  i f  I cou ld but 
d i e .  ( 44-5 ) 

After she had secured her parents ' 
consent to three months ' train ing at 
Kaiserwerth , N i ghtingale chose l i fe 
over death , but never all owed her 
fam i ly to forget how damaging she 
bel ieved the i r  restrictions had been : 
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I am glad to think that my youth 
is past & rejo ice that i t  never 
never can return , that t i me of 
fol l ies & o f  bondage , of  un ful
f i l led hopes & d isappointed i nex
per ience when a man possesses 
noth ing , not even h i msel f .  . • . I 
am glad to have l i ved though i t ,  
i t  oft has been a l i fe which , ex
cept as the necessary preparation 
for another ,  few would  accept . 

( 5 7 )  

Fam i ly stress intens i f i ed the prob
lems in N i ght ingale ' s  Crimean and 
post-C r i mean years when she attempted 
to central i ze med i cal care and gain 
government support for the Royal 
Comm ission on the San i tary State of  
the Army . The editors stress that as 
N i ght i ngale had man ipulated her fami
ly to  get her  way , so  too she at
tempted the same in the Crimea:  "when 
I entered into serv ice here , I deter
m ined that , happen what would , I 
never wou ld intr igue among the Com ' 
tee . Now I perce ive that I do al l my 
bus iness by intrigue • . • .  I am now in 
the hey-day of  my power"  ( 7 4 ) . She 
struggled w i th the women she attempt
ed to organ i ze ,  w i th Mother Frances 
Bri dgeman who refused to al low her 
I r i sh nuns to take orders from N i ght
i ngale , and w i th government bureau
cracy and the m i l i tary whose admin i s
trat i ve i ncompetence and d isorgan i z a
tion she had exposed . Although she 
emerged f rom the Cr i mea as a heroine , 
N i ghtingale v i ewed her accompl i sh
ments as i ncomplete , and turned her 
energies towards san i tary reform in 
I nd i a ,  workhouse and voluntary nurs
ing , the Poor Law and hospi tal archi 
tecture . 

The edi tors inc lude a cross section 
of  letters which address N i ght in
gale ' s  problems w ith fem i n ism and 
developments in  the profess iona l i za
t ion of  women in med i c ine.  N i ghtin
gale was not averse to new roles for 

women , as long as they did not chal
lenge her own i deas . Suggestions from 
E l i zabeth Garrett Anderson that women 
rece ive medi cal educat ion and become 
doctors rather than nurses , and the 
Brit i sh Nurs ing Association ' s  at
tempts in the ear l y  1890s to intro
duce regi strati on for nurses , earned 
N i ghtingale ' s  wrath . When N i ghtingale 

Ever �ours, . 
Florence l'{i�htin�ale 

felt her control wan ing i t  became 
d i f f icult for her to handle problems 
tactfu l ly ; she felt betrayed , aban
doned by those who did  not give her 
the dedi cation she requi red of  them . 
When S idney Herbert fai led N i ghtin
gale in  the C r i mea her l etters to h i m  
were contemptuous ; her letters to 
women who left nurs ing show the same 
intolerance . Agnes Jones became a 
saint upon her death from feve r ,  but 
E l i zabeth Torrance commi tted the 
worst of s ins by throw ing away a 
promi s ing future as a nurse in order 
to marry " that wretched l i ttle [ Dr . ] 
Dowse" ( 338 ) . N i ght ingale had sacri-



f i ced hersel f  to the cause , and she 
had great di f fi cu lty understanding 
why others could not do the same . Her 
problems and i n f lexib i l i t ies w i th her 
nurses resulted from an inab i l ity to 
real i se that not al l women shared her 
devot i on to duty or her deci s ion not 
to marry . 

The edi tors bel i eve N i ghtingale ' s  
narrow-m indedness stemmed from her 
rel ationshi p  w i th her mother and 
Parthe , out o f  wh i ch she developed 
psychoneuros i s .  I l lness al lowed 
N i ghtingale to shield herse l f  f rom 
people she did  not w ish to see , to 
concentrate on nurs ing and san i tary 
reform ; increas ingly i t  intens i f i ed 
her c r i t i ci sm of  others and narrowed 
her v i ews . Few women ever reached 
N i ght ingale ' s  ideal nurse : "To be a 
good Nurse one must be a good woman" 
( 385 ) 1 and her def in i tion of  both was 
a purely formulaic rendi t i on of what 
the ideal n ineteenth-century lady 
would be--pat ient , forbearing , sen
s i t ive to the needs of others , ready 
and w i l l ing to obey . The edi tors 
stress that N i ghtingale ' s  inf lex i 
bi l i ty w i th scient i f ic innovation was 
influenced not onl y  by her sel f
i mposed isolat ion , but also by her 
Crimean experience . N i ghtingale c lung 
to the miasmic  theory of d i sease : the 
new germ theory cou ld undermine the 
campaign for cleanl iness , for now 
germs could appear i n  san i tary sur
roundings . N i ghtingale ' s  contribution 
to medic ine was the i mplementat i on o f  
san i tation , not the innovati on o f  
theory connected w i th i t ,  yet the 
edi tors never depreci ate her rol e  as 
acti v i st rather than thinke r .  

V i cinus and Nergaard portray N i ghtin
gale nei ther as a bul ly ,  nor as the 
myth ic  lady w i th the lamp , but as a 
reformer struggl ing to get her recom
mendations accepted . I t  i s  also n i ce 
to note that thi s  portrait of  a woman 
does not revolve around femi n i s t  ana-
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lys i s .  The selected lette rs , which 
read l ike a who ' s  who o f  n i neteenth
century England , i l luminate the human 
qual i t i es and foibles of  a great san
i tary and nursing reformer . The ed i
tors are determ ined to demonstrate 
that there was more to N i ghtingale 
than her Cr i mean work , yet at t i mes 
the magn i tude of her interests over
whelms the chronological structure of  
the work . I o ften found myse l f  con
fronted w i th a fasc inating letter 
detai l ing reform only to d iscover it 
was fol lowed by comments on a com
p letely d i f ferent i ssue . Some areas , 
such as hospi tal archi tecture , war
ranted further discuss ion , but be
cause of the nature of a one-volume 
work relying on l im i ted resources , 
thi s  was often i mpossible . Nonethe
les s ,  apart from h i storical comment , 
the edi tors never intrude on N i ght in
gale ' s  own words ; she is the one who 
describes V i ctori an soci ety , the army 
and med i ci ne , and exposes the ineff i
ci ency o f  government bureaucracy and 
the frustrat ion o f  reform . 

Lor i W i l l i amson 
Graduate student 
Un i ve rs i ty of Toronto 

*** 

Arthurian Poets : Matthew Arnold and 
W i l l i am Morr i s .  I ntro .  James P .  Car
ley . Woodbridge , Suf fo l k :  Boydel l  and 
Brewer ,  1 990 . 

Arthu r i an Poets : A . C . Sw inburne . 
I ntro . James P .  Car ley . Woodbr idge , 
Suf folk :  Boyde l l  and Brewer ,  1 9 90 .  

To begin at the outs ide , the books 
are wel l  p roduced and have exception
al ly wel l  chosen cover i l lustrat ions . 
The paint ing of  " Pr incess I seult of 
Bri ttany" by Hugh Wal l i s  ( c .  1 904 ) ,  
showing her w i th her two chi ldren , is  
altogether appropriate to  Matthew Ar
nold ' s  "Tri stram and I seult"  ( 18 52 ) ,  
in  wh i ch for once they f i gu re . The 
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r i ch opaque watercolour by Dante Ga
briel  Rossett i of " S i r  Tristram and 
La Be lle  Yseult Drink ing the Love Po
t ion" ( 1867 ) precedes the poem "Tr is
tram o f  Lyonesse" by Rossett i ' s  young 
friend Algernon Swinburne by many 
years , but the two belong together as 
parts of the same l ite rary-pi ctorial  
mat r i x  o f  l ate-Victor i an Arthu r i an
lsm .  

Pro fessor Car ley ' s  introductions ( he 
i s  not named as edi to r }  are short , 
po i nted , helpfu l to the general read
er , and prov ided w i th up-to-date se
lections of  c r i t i cal read i ngs . W i th 
Arno ld i t  i s  i mportant to learn or to 
be rem inded that this  f i rst Arthurian 
poem of the V i ctor i an rev i val was 
based on mediaeval French sources and 
not on Malory , that the inf luence of 
the Keats of " La Be l le Dame" and "The 
Eve of St . Agnes" i s  strong , and that 
the two I seults o f  the poem bear some 
rel ation to two women in Arno ld ' s  
l i fe .  What I l iked especi al ly in  the 
introductory pages on Morr i s  was the 
men tion of thi rteenth-century i l lumi 
nations a s  contributing to Morr i s ' s  

colour i magery i n  "The Defence o f  
Guenevere" and the d i scussion o f  
"K ing Arthur ' s  Tomb" i n  rel at ion to 
Rossett i ' s  picture . Morr i s ' s  use of , 
and departures from , Malory are also 
noted , as are the Arthurian elements 
of other poems by Morri s  not included 
here--though why excluded i s  not ex
plained : the col lection has only 84 
pages and there are three b l ank 
sheets at the end . 

The brief  introduct ion to the v ery 
substantial Sw inburne col lection 
places Swi nburne ' s  several Arthu r i an 
poems in relat ion to Arnold ' s  and 
Morr is ' s  ( I  thi nk the " rend i t ions" of  
Rossett i re ferred to must be p i c
tures , not poems ) .  "The Day before 
the Trial"  ( 1 857-58 ) rev i s i ts and re
casts Morri s ' s  "Defence" ; and " Lance
lot" contrast s  w i th both " S i r  Gala
had , a Chr i stmas Mystery" and " K ing 
Arthu r ' s Tomb . " I t  is good to see 
quoted Sw inburne ' s  letter to Burne
Janes of 4 November 1896  and h i s  
letter to Arno ld ( date not given ) , 
and , espec i al l y ,  the de l i ghtfu l let
ter to Rossett i ,  of 22 December 1 86 9 ,  
where he w i ckedly refers to Tenny
son ' s  poem as "Morte d ' Albert . "  

One vexat ious matter shou ld be rai sed 
w i th the pub l i sher , who has assumed 
the role of edi tor of these volumes . 
Both books in the i r  pre l i m inar ies say 
"Al l r ights reserved" and spe l l  out 
what must not be done in the way of 
use "wi thout the prior perm i ss ion of 
the copyright owne r . " Fai r enough . 
However , when the texts are exam ined , 
i t  i s  apparent that the Arnold poem 
i s  i n  one type-face and the Mor r i s  
poems i n  another ,  and that the ori g i 
nals from which they have been photo
copi ed are not i dent i f ied . One as
sumes that they are out of copyr ight , 
but one i s  curious to know whether 
they have any autho r i ty .  I have spent 
some t i me supplying thi s  def ic i ency . 



The Arnold poem was easy to ident i fy .  
The Poetical Works o f  Matthew A rno ld  
{ London : Macmi l l an ,  1898 ) p r i nts 
"Tri stram and I seu lt"  on pages 138-
65 , same pag inat i on and type , and to 
c l i nch i t ,  on the f i rst page o f  both 
texts is footnote number 8 ,  though 
one must go to the o r i g inal to see 
what i t  refers to . The Morr i s  pas
sages are photograph i c  reproduct i ons  
f rom The Early Romances of  W i l l i am 
Morri s ,  Everyman ' s  L ibrary , f irst 
pub l ished i n  1 907  and long i n  print , 
though now not . 

One wou ld  th ink the tracking down o f  
Sw inburne wou ld be s im i larly  easy ; 
one wou ld be wrong . Sw inburne ' s  Col 
lected Poet ical Works ( London : Hei ne
mann , 1 924 ) have suppl ied the photo
cop i ed "Tristram of Lyonesse" and 
"The Tale of Balen . "  That leaves f ive 
shorter poems i n  a strongly contrast
ing type-face . Thi s  very d i s tinct ive 
type led me to The Complete Works o f  
A lgernon Charles Sw i nburne , ed . S i r 
Edmund Gosse and Thomas James W i se 
( London : Heinemann , 1 925 ) ,  the "Bon
church Ed i t i on , "  and , sure enough , 
four are there , though only three-
"Queen Yseul t , "  " Lance lot , "  and "Joy
euse Garde , "  a l l  in  Volume One , match 
the photographed pages ; " K ing Ban" i n  
Volume S i x  does not match , and "The 
Day before the T r i al "  i s  not to be 
found . I t  may be that "K ing Ban" has 
been taken from i ts f i rst prin t ing , 
in  Lady Mai s i e ' s  Bai rn ( 1 91 5 ) ,  but I 
have not seen th i s .  

The force o f  thi s  remonstrance I S  
that , after the posted warn ing o f  
" A l l  r ights reserved , "  the scho larly 
reader ' s  hi bl  iograph i cal conscience 
ought not to have been so burdened-
nor the student ' s  so blunted . We 
should know what we are read ing . 

A t iny anthology , to whet the appe
t i te for the poems . Arnold ' s  poem has 
a strange c lose . A fter the story of  
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T r i stram and the two I seul t s  has come 
to an end , I seul t  of Bri ttany tel l s  
h e r  ch i ldren the story of  Mer l i n  and 
V i v i an ,  end ing the poem thu s :  

And i n  that dai sed c i rcle , as men 
say , 

I s  Mer l i n pri soner t i l l  the j udg
ment day ; 

But she hersel f whi ther she w i l l  
can rove--

For she was pass ing weary of  h i s  
love . 

Now Morri s ,  f rom "King Arthur ' s  
Tomb" : Lance lot rel ives h i s  l i fe i n  
agi tated reverie : 

The stars shone out above the 
doubtful green 

Of her boddice , i n  the green sky 
overhead ;  

Pale I n  the green sky were the 
stars I ween . . .  

And Swinburne , the end of "Joyeuse 
Garde" :  

For I remember , as the w ind sets 
low , 

How a l l  that per i l  ended qu ietly  
I n  a green place where heavy sun

f lowers blow . 

W i l l i am B l i ssett 
Pro fessor Emeri tus of  Engl i sh 
Un i vers i ty of  Toronto 

*** 

Sarah Freeman . Mutton and Oysters : 
The V i ctor i ans  and The i r  Food . Lon
don : V ictor Gol lancz Ltd . , 198�. 

I n  her preface , Sarah Freeman notes 
that the " al ternat ive t i t le [ for thi s  
book] m i ght have been The Fi rst Food 
Revolut i on--the second be ing in pro
gress now . "  Clear l y ,  she i s  concerned 
not w i th "a straight comprehensive 
survey of  V i ctori an food and eat ing 
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habits , "  but rather w i th a study of  
the V i ctori ans  themselves , and by 
analogy , ourselves . By i nvest i gat ing 
standardi z at ion and mass p roduction 
i n  shopp i ng , marketing , and prepara
tion , Freeman traces the h i story , 
albe i t  condensed , of  the V icto r i an 
peopl e .  

Mutton and Oysters i s  presented as a 
"how-to" boo k ,  i ts chapters leading 
one logi ca l l y  and progress ive ly from 
food p rocurement to consumpt ion . ( I ts 
format reminds me very strongly of  
the typi cal e i ghteenth-century con
duct book wh i ch was the i nvaluable 
gu i de for al l ei ghteenth-centu ry 
females . )  One begins  w i th a chapter 
on "Shops and Shoppi ng Customs" ( 1 ) ,  
moves on to "Markets , Fai rs and 
Street-Sel lers" ( 2 ) , w i th a consider
at ion of the " Produce" ( 3 )  and " Pro
ducts" ( 4 )  to be procured there , to 
"Cook ing" ( 6 )  and the "Cooks" ( 7 )  
themselves and "The Cookery Wr i ters " 
( 8 ) .  The preparat ions f in i shed , Free
man then moves to a con s i derat i on of  
dai ly meals  and more spec ial enter
tain ing menus ( 9 ) . I n  the f inal sec
t ions , she turns her attent ion to 
" speci al di ets , "  those for ch i ldren 
( 10 )  and vegetari an s  ( 12 ) ,  and con
c l udes , w i th great fanfare , to pre
sent "Eating Out :  A Matter of Neces
s i ty Rather than Pleasure" ( 1 3 )  as 
the f i nal menu of the Victor i an 
eater . 

Freeman ' s  i n i t i al chapters are fact
f i l led and bel ie her claim  that she 
does not con s i der soci o-po l i t i cal
economic concerns that are important 
not onl y  to food product i on and con
sumpt ion but also to the ideol ogy of 
the V icto r i an peopl e .  I n  "Produce , "  
for example , s he notes : "Much less 
importance was attached to the pro
duction of milk than beef at thi s  
stage [ mi d-century] :  t rad i t i onal l y ,  
dairy work was done b y  women , wh ich 
i t  i s  tempting to see • • .  as symbo l ic 

o f  i ts secondary s tatus" ( 64 ) .  Thi s  
" secondary status , "  she con t inues , i s  
best noted i n  the dai ry works ' "al
most complete lack o f  i nnovat i on" 
( 64 ) --a  hal lmark of  the V icto r i an 
111ales ' concept of the female .  Fur
ther , Freeman goes on to note that 
cheese , peas and potatoes were "c lass  
consc ious" foods--that i s ,  only  the 
poor consumed these i tems because of  
the i r  abundance and i nexpensiveness ; 
they were also cons idered i nd i gest
ible by some palates . Unfortunate l y ,  
such suc c i nct observat i ons are no t as 
frequent as a serious scho lar of the 
Victor i an world would l ike , and Mut
ton and Oysters is more a study of 
food i tsel f  than a cons iderati on o f  
i ts symbo l ic nutr i t ional and nurtur
ing value . 

D i sappo i ntments as i de ,  Freeman ' s  de
scr i pt ion and analys i s  of the cond i 
tions of  markets , produce , and pro
ducts is noteworthy--espec ially  that 
of bread in Chapter 4 .  I ron ical ly , 
she l i nks the producti on o f  bread , 
the staf f of  l i fe ,  to death through 
di sease . Much of the bread problem , 
Freeman concludes , i s  due to the 
water problem : bacter i a- in fested 
water was used in i ts preparat i on , 
even though the " relation between 
cholera and d i rty water had al ready 
been establ i shed beyond reasonable  
doubt" ( 82 ) . 

A grocer's shop u Chrisrmas, 1850 (ll/.ntr�ttrd London Nnw) 



Proscr i pt ions on drinking water cer
tain ly helped those V i ctor i ans who 
thought alcohol "as natural and ne
cessary for surv ival as food" ( 94 ) , 
yet Freeman has to conclude that 
" average consumption per head was 
rather less than today" ( 97 ) ,  even 
though drunkenness was more in ev i
dence . Freeman argues that the con
sumpt ion of spi r i ts , l i ke food , was 
determi ned by one ' s  soc ial c l ass  and 
place . 

The introducti on of  French w ines s i g
n i f i cantly changed the drink ing 
hab i ts of the smal ler upper class , 
who were also the f i rst to exper i ment 
w i th French cooking .  Of course , even 
before such de l icac ies can be d i s
cussed , one must consider cook ing im
plements , and here again , as in the 
case of the dairy , i nnovat i on was 
s l ow to come , w i th the most important 
new he l p  be i ng the introduct ion of 
gas cook ing ( by Saye r )  and refri gera
t i o n .  I t  was Sayer again who also 
f i rst wrote cookery books for the 
r i s ing m iddle class ; I sabe l l a  Bee
ton ' s  famous Household Management was 
to fol low soon afte r .  

From a consideration of  Mrs . Beeton , 
Freeman moves eas i ly to the "Aspi ring 
Heroines and Arti stes" : the cooks . 
Mid-century marked a c r i s i s  i n  the 
cook s i tuation , and advert i sements 
for a " good plain cook" were numer
ous .  Freeman suggests that the back
ground of the servants combined w i th 
the up-bri n ging and educat ion o f  the 
m i stresses was the reason for the 
sudden paucity of good plain cooks . 
Freeman is  at her best in thi s  sec
t ion as she explores the soc io
economic  and pol i t i cal problems o f  
f i nd ing , training and maintain i ng a 
good cook . ( The Freemason 1 s Gi r l s ' 
School in London , for example , was 
establi shed to teach "domest i c  
science" . ) 
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She continues to  explore this  same 
p l i ght in Chapter 8 ,  "The Cookery 
Wri ters , "  acknowl edging that " since 
both know ledge of cookery and earn ing 
money were unacceptable for l adi es , 
cookery writ ing was doubly so" ( 1 5 6 ) 1 

forcing them to publ i sh anonymously .  
E l i za Acton w i th her  Modern Cookery 
i s  the f i rst exception ; I sabe l la Bee
ton ( who introduced the now standard
i zed formul a  for the presentat ion of 
the rec i pe ) conti nued the tradi tion .  

Clearly , Freeman reaches her str ide 
in the second hal f of the book.  Her 
chapter on "Meals and Entertaining" 
( 9 )  I f ind to be the most interest ing 
in the enti re work , for in it she 
investigates the eating patterns o f  
the V i ctori an s .  I was amazed to read 
o f  the quant ities  and select ions of  
foods offered at dinner parties ( de
pending on whether the serv ice was a 
l a  Francai se or a la Russe ) .  In  th i s  
chapter Freeman goes on to consider 
workhouse diets , together w i th con
cerns about over-eat ing , sl i mness and 
cho lestero l . The claim  she makes in 
her "Preface" concern ing our s i m i lar
i ties to the Victor i ans i s  most sub
stant iated here . 

Freeman o f fers no concluding chapter , 
which I per sonal ly f i nd annoy ing . Her 
bibl iography , however , is extens ive . 
And one can only conc lude by w ishing 
"Bon appet i t "  to al l readers . 

Mary Anne Scho f ield 
V i s i t ing Professor 
Un ivers i ty of  Tulsa 

*** 
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Frank Atkinson . 
The North Eas t . 
Char les , 1 9 8 9 .  

V ictori an Bri tain : 
London : Dav id and 

Frank Atkinson was the founder of  the 
North of Engl and Open A i r  Museum in 
1 970 , and he remained as i ts d i rector 
and driv ing force un t i l  he ret i red i n  
1 98 7 . Thi s  h ighly regarded museum i s  
concerned w i th the mater i al cul ture 
of the North in  the rel at ively recent 
past , the n i neteenth �nd early twen
t leth centuries . I t  i s  located on a 
! arge s i te at Beam i sh ,  near Chester 
le Street in  County Durha• , where 
more than forty bu i ldi ngs--mostly 
V ictorian and mostly from the i mmed i 
ate area--have been re-erected and 
furn i shed w i th arti facts of  the i r  
per iod . A Gateshead tramcar from 1 925  
operates on  the grounds , where one 
can also f i nd a working V i cto r i an pub 
from Bi shop Auckland , a number of 
exhibits re lat ing to coal m i n i ng ,  a 
North Eastern Railway Co . station , 
several locomotives , and a farm where 
herds of rare Durham Shorthorn cattle 
and Teeswater sheep are be ing bu i lt 
up . There i s  as we l l  a very large 
co l lect ion of photographs at Beam i sh , 
some of wh ich are probably reproduced 
as i l lustrati ons for th i s  book . 

Atk inson ' s  po int of  v i ew in  th i s  book 
i s  dec idedly that of the d i rector of 
a hi story museum anx ious to attract 
as many v i s i tors as he can . He cer
tainly does not want to f r i ghten any
one away w i th int i m idat i ng shows of  
scho larship ; he  re fers in his  bibl io
graphy to " the Br i t ish  L ibrary w i th 
i ts Par l i amentary papers and other 
contemporary pub l i cat ions " as " get
t ing rather deep for a begi nner ! "  A 
reader whose cu rios i ty i s  aroused , 
however ,  m ight some t i mes regret the 
almost ostentat i ous  absence o f  schol
arly apparatus in  th i s  book. The pho
tographs consti tute a case in po int . 
The i r  sources are never ident i f ied ,  
and more often than not they are 

ent i rely w i thout any ind ication of  
date . Of course , thi s  book is  not 
d i rected at scho l ars . Nor i s  i t  a 
beg i nner ' s  introducti on to the soci al 
h i story of  the North Eas t , al though 
at f i rst g l ance i t  mi ght appear to be 
so . Chap ters focus on the princ i pal 
n ineteenth-century industr ies of the 
area , on agr i culture , on towns ( par
t i cu larly Newcastle and M iddlesbor
ough ) , on pub l i c  health , educat ion , 
rel i gion , t ranspo rtati on , popular 
recreat ion , and p r i sons . These are 
all  fam i l iar catego r i es in soc ial  and 
economi c  h i story as i t  i s  conce i ved 
by mainstream academi c  h i s to r i ans . 
But Atkinson does not treat these 
subj ects in  the manner of  academic 
h i story .  He  i s  not much interested in  
relat i ons among people , nor i s  he 
much concerned w i th the dynami c  ele
ments in h i story , the causes and pro
cesses of change . He wr i tes almost 
noth ing in  th i s  book about soci al 
o rgan i z at ion of any sort . Pol i t ics 
and power are untouched ; commun i t y ,  
oppress ion and res istance do not 
appear . We learn almost noth ing o f  
the social  i mp l i cat ions of the engi 
neer ing or s h i pp ing industr ies and 
noth ing of  the soc ial  structure of  
co l l ie rs ' v i l lages o r  the ways re l i
gion touched the i r  l ives . Nor does 
Atkinson think of h i s  work as a local 
case study that w i l l  add to the lar
ger h i sto r i cal p i cture of the nat ion . 
I t  i s  unl ikely that Edward Thompson 
cou ld be moved to say of thi s  book , 
as he said o f  another that deal t  w i th 
Method i sm and the Durham m i ners , " And 
fookin  Amen to  that ! "  

I n  a sense thi s  i s  not a work of h i s
tory at al l .  Atkinson approaches h i s  
subj ect a s  a museum curato r ,  not as 
an h i sto r i an .  He looks on Northumber
land , Tyne and Wear , Durham and the 
northern part of C leve land ( h i s  North 
East ) as i f  it constituted a great 
open a i r  museu11 . Th i s  book is h i s  
gu ide to the V i ctori an th ings i n  that 



museum , and a very good gu ide i t  i s .  
Atkinson ' s  w r i t i ng style was ev ident
ly formed by long exper ience of pro
duc ing short interpretati ons for d i s
c rete museum exh i b i ts not connected 
to each other i n  an intel lectual ly  
compl icated way .  His  book i s  con c i se 
( too con c i se ;  one often wi shes for 
much more ) , detai led , luc id ,  
strai ghtforward and prec i se .  I t  con
tains no general the s i s  or argument . 
L i ke the North East-as-museum that i t  
descr ibes so ami ably , th i s  book i s  a 
r i chly stocked reservoi r  o f  th i ngs 
that scholars of  the n ineteenth cen
tury wi l l  f ind interest i n g .  There i s  
a serious cons iderati on of  the br i l
l i ant  i l lustrator , Thomas Bew i ck .  Or , 
for example , there i s  the tale of  the 
fate of the Free Chape l on H i gh 
Street in  Gateshead that became a 
mus i c  hal l cal led "Theatre Royal" in  
about 1 860 , eventually went over to 
f i lms , and f i nally ended its  career 
as a Woolworth ' s  store . Or the Bowes 
Academy in Bowes that D ickens drove 
out of  bus iness when he sat i r i zed i t  
as Dotheboys Hal l  i n  Ni chol as N i ck le
Q.x .  The early  n ineteenth-century 
house now contains seven flats ; i ts 
owners cal l i t  Dotheboys Hal l , pre
sumably because they think the name 
good for bus ines s . Or the puz z l ing 
l i ttle poem on a Sunderland-ware jug 
produced for a local wedd ing i n  1 82 7 :  
" A  l i ttle health , a l ittle wealth , /A 
l i ttle house w i th f reedom . /And at the 
end a l ittle f r i end , /Wi th l i ttle  
cause to  need h i m . " 
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Atkin son ' s  book i s  part i cularly  use
ful to ·anyone interested i n  V i ctor i an 
material cu lture who has the opportu
n ity to t ravel  in the North East . I t  
inc ludes an alphabetically  arranged 
"Gazetteer o f  the N i neteenth Century 
North East , "  a handy reference gu ide 
to the many V i ctor i an m i lestones , 
bridges , cottages , i ndustrial  s i tes , 
and so on that are scattered through 
the area.  The book also contains  a 
l i st of  the museums in  the North East 
along w i th the i r  tel ephone numbers . 

I t  i s  one of  the s trengths o f  
Atk in son ' s  book that h e  deals a 
l i ttle w i th the recent h i story of  
many of  the objects and places he 
di scusses . He makes a conv inc ing case 
for considering the North East , and 
par t i cu l arly  Newcastle , as a l ike ly  
cand idate for  museum status . Much of  
V ictorian Newcastle is  s t i l l  intact . 
Atkinson sees so l i ttle of  "property 
deve lopers" that he is able  to put 
inverted commas around them . He 
points out that when the National 
Coal Board took over the m ines i n  
1 948 there were 1 2 8  p i ts operat ing in  
the Newcastle h interland . At the t i me 
of wri t ing V i ctori an Br i tain there 
were onl y  e i ght remain in g .  H i stor ical 
preservat ion i s  one of the bene f i t s  
of  economic  decl ine . 

R i chard Hel mstadter 
V i c to r i a  Col lege 
Un ivers i ty of Toronto 
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