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News and queries 

PETER ALLEN (Englis h ,  Toronto )  has 
published "Sir  Edmund Gos se and His  
Modern Reade rs: The Conti nued Appeal 
of Fathe r and Son, " ELH, 55 ( 1 988), 
487-503. 

-

MAGGIE BERG (Englis h ,  Queen ' s )  is the 
au thor of Jane Eyre: Port rai t of a 
�. published by Twayne ' s  in  1 988 . 

MICHAEL COLLIE (Englis h ,  York ) has 
publi shed Henry Maudsle? : Victorian 
Psychiatri st: A Bi liographlcal 
St udy. He is  currently edit ing the 
let ters of T . H .  Huxley and Ge orge 
Gordon. 

RICHARD LANDON (Fi sher Library , To
ronto ) will be at Columbi a  Univers i ty 
in the spring term of 1988-89, teach
ing a c ourse on descript ive bibli o
graphy and another on the curatorship 
of special collections .  He has been 
teaching in the Faculty of Informa
t i on Science and occas i onally in the 
Department of Engli sh at Toronto for 
15 yea r s .  

MICHAEL MILLGATE (English, Toronto ) ,  
in recognit ion of his appoi ntment as 
Uni ve rs i ty Professor, gave a le cture 
las t spring entitled "Ready to De
part: Authorial Las t Act s . " 

PATRICIA MORTON (Histo ry , Trent ) has 
art i c les on the B rit ish Army and Vic
t orian Small Wars in Victorian Bri
�, ed. Sally Mitchel l (New York : 
Gar land, 1 988). On a non-Vi ctorian 
note, her " 'My 01' Black Mammy ' i n  
Aaerican Historiography" i s  inc luded 
in Southern Women,  ed. Caroline Dill
.. n (Washington : Hemisphe re Press ,  
1988). 

JUDITH WILLIAMS ( freelance editor ) 
has recent ly published Pe rception and 
Express i on in the Novels of Charlotte 
Bront� (UMI Research Pres s). 
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EDGAR WRIGHT (Englis h ,  Laurenti an )  
gave a le cture , ilh.ts t rated wi th 
slides , on Pre-Raphaeli te paint ing on 
Oct. 2 1  to coincide with an exhibi
tion of work by Arthur Hughes and 
Lewis Carroll at the Laurentian Uni 
ve rsity Museum and Art Gallery. His 
edit ion of Eli zabeth Gaskel l's � 
Ladt Ludlow and Other Stories will 
pub !shed by Oxfo rd In the spring 
1 98 9. 

Conference notes 

VSAO CONFERENCE 1988 

be 
of 

The VSAO annual conference held in 
April of this year cons i de red the 
topic of Vict orian melodr ama . The 
morning speake r ,  Judi th Walk owitz , i s  
well known for he r study of Victorian 
pros titut i on in Pros t i tution and Vic
torian Society , whi ch focu sed on the 
campaign for the repeal of the Conta
gious Diseases Act s .  In her t alk on 
"The Maiden Tribut e of Mode rn Baby
lon , "  she looked at his tory from a 
somewhat diffe rent perspect ive, us ing 
W.T. Stead ' s  famous narrat ive of his 
buying of a child  prostitute t o  illu
mi nate the way that myth and melodra
ma were used to impose a pattern on 
the mundane reality of comme rcialized 
vice. Thr ough the wide reade rsh ip 
Stead ' s  nar rative obt ained in  the 
Pal l  Mall Gazett e ,  the mass  public 
demons tration it provoked , the ques
tions asked i n  Parliament, and the 
extens ively reported trial of St ead 
and his confederates for abduction , 
the of ten diatortecl and unrealiable 
account spawned a variety of seconda
ry narratives in differ�nt social 
spheres, and inf luenced the way Vic
torians addressed sexual is sues f rom 
the s ocial pur i ty aovement to  the 



Jack the Ripper murders. 

Walkowi tz described the "meiodrama of 
sexual danger" as essentially a tri
angle cons i s ti ng of a lower-class 
maiden , an aristocrat of  evil intent , 
and the maiden ' s  wronged working
class lover ( o r , alternatively , her 
f ather ) ; this she interpreted as a 
class myth reflecti ng upper-class  ex
ploi t at i on. Stead ' s  narrative used 
this pat tern but fused i t  with sever
al others. In i t s  lurid det ails of 
rape and defloration it int roduced 
the mot if s  of pornography into re-
spect able j ournalism,  cas ting Stead 
hims elf as the shadowy villain. I t  
a lso used the myth of the Minot aur ,  
that i ns t i tutionally sanct ioned mon
s ter whose devouring of innocent 
youth was re-enact ed nightly in laby
rinthi ne London , with the role of the 
avenging Theseus t aken over by St ead 
as moral crusader . At other times , 
Stead appears as a scient i f ic inves 
t igato r ,  precursor o f  the detective 
hero of lat er fict i on and crime j our-
nalism.  

I n  Stead ' s  and other vers i ons of the 
story , the vict im remained the s ame 
--the exploited child Eliza Arms trong 
("bleat i ng like a f rightened lamb" ) 
--but the villai n  changed. The las t  
half o f  Walkow i tz ' s  paper concentrat
ed on the f i gure of the "slum mother" 
who allowed her child to be sold: the 
ult i mate villain in Stead ' s  narra
t ive , she was revealed as a limi ted ,  
beaten creature i n  the trial tes t imo
ny of Eliza ' s  real-life mot her , part
ly exculpated in the autobiography of 
the procures s Jarrett ( now reformed , 
and a fervent member of the Salvati on 
Army ) ,  and almos t  complet ely excised 
from the biography of  Jarret t written 
by Josephine Butler.  I n  cons ideri ng 
the appeal of this and alternat i ve 
archetypes of female sexuali ty ( such 
as vict im and magdalene ) ,  Walkow i tz 
sugges ted that S tead ' s  choice of vil
lain was a defence agains t the threat 
of women as act ive economic agents; 
not unt i l  Shaw ' s  Mrs . Warren ' s  Pro-
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fes sion did the new woman appea r in a 
liberated role. 

In his  afternoon talk ,  Michael Booth 
drew on his unparalleled f amili arity 
with nineteenth-century drama , as 
well as considerable skills of drama
t ic present ation,  to  evoke the many 
f acets of the villai n  of Victorian 
melodrama. His survey covered not 
only character but als o act i ng s tyle , 
gai t ,  and personal appearance (givi ng 
ri se to heated cont roversy i n  the 
audience, later,  over the colour of 
prot agonis ts '  h ai r ) .  Beginning with 
the dagger-brandishing , black-mous
tached swashbuckler of the ea rli er 
plays , who was placed in the physical 
and s p i ri tual landscape of s torm-rent 
fores ts and Gothic rui ns , Booth 
t raced his evolu tion i nto the high 
society f i gure with evening dres s and 
gold-headed cane. There was als o a 
type of melodrama popular f rom the 
1840s on , i n  which the act i on was 
confined ent i rely to the middle 
class , and the crime was predominant -
ly that of embezzlement , swi ndling , 
blackmail , and f raud. 

Booth sugges ted that the appeal of 
the villain-f i gure throughout the 
century was somewhat ambi valent. 
Ostens ibly the butt  of execrati on and 
hisses for his frank detes tat ion of 
vi rtue, he was also secretly admi red 
for h i s  power and act ivism. ( In one 
clas s of melodrama, typified i n  the 
popula r representations of Jack Shep-
pard , the highwayman or j ailbreaker 
i n  f act became the hero.) I n  an age 
when harsh crimi nal laws were only 
slowly being dismantled , the villai n  
perhaps offered a dream o f  rebellion 
to poor and downt rodden audiences . 
Even middle-class audiences might 
have gained vicarious sati s f act ion 
from the temporary violat i on of 
domes t ic ideals by the commercial 
swindler. 

Comment ing on the class antagonisms 
that permeated much of the s tructure 
of melodrama, Booth noted that the 



same phenomenon extended to the audi
ence.  Our know ledge of the audiences 
of popular theat res is biased , as it  
is based largely on the tes t imony of 
middle-clas s j ournali s ts and novel
ists  adventuring i nto the slums . They 
described the crowd w i th a mixture of 
condescens ion , humour ,  and moral dis
approval , often averring w i thou t much 
evidence that it consisted chiefly of 
crimi nals and future cli ents  of the 
Old Bailey . For such reporter s ,  as to  
us , the Vict orian villain  was a 
f igure of fun ; but his  pers istent 
appeal throughout the century tes t i
f ies to a real power over the imagi-
nat ion . 

Jean O ' Grady 
Mill Proj ect , Toronto 

* * * 

The conf erence approved the slate of 
officers for 1988-89: James Cameron , 
p res ident ; · Judith Grant , pas t pres i
dent ; Jean O ' Grady , secreta ry-t rea
surer;  Judi th Knelman ,  edi tor of the 
Newslet ter ; Martin Fi chman , Eleanor 
Cook and Bernard Lightman , members at 
large. 

* * * 

Our 2 1 s t  annual conference will  be 
held at Glendon Col lege on Saturday , 
Apr i l  8 ,  1 989. The f i r s t  speaker will  
be Ma rtha Vicious ( Univers i ty of  
Michigan at Ann Arbor ) .  Her subject 
will be "Victorian Secret s : Sexual i ty 
i n  Vi l let te. " The second speaker will  
be  Margaret MacMil lan (Ryers on , 
Toronto ) ,  whose t opic is  "What India 
Did to the I dea of Progres s : The 
Cases of S i r  Alf red Lya l l , Si r Henry 
Maine and Others . "  

* * * 

The second George Borrow conference 
will be held at the George Borrow 
Hotel at Ponterwyd , near Aberystwyth ,  
i n  Wales on June 24-2 5 ,  1 989. For 
det ails contact the organize r ,  
Mi chael Collie,  at  York Univers ity ,  
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Toronto.  Propos als for papers are 
welcome. 

* * * 

Victorian Anecdotes , Apocrypha and 
Hallowed Clich�s will be the topic of 
the 1 3th annual meet ing of the Mid
wes t Victorian Studies As soci ation in 
Chicago on April 28-29, 1989. 

* * * 

The 1 7th annual conference of the 
Vi ctorian Studies As soci ation of 
Wes tern Canada was held i n  Calga ry 
from Sep t .  29  to  Oct . 1 ,  1988. Among 
the speakers was Jane Millgate 
(Engli s h ,  Toronto ) ,  who talked about 
what Sir  Walter Scot t meant to the 
Victorians . 

* * * 

John R.  Atkin of S t .  Thomas at tended 
the Mat thew Arnold Centena ry Confer
ence in Liverpool las t  July . He re-
ports : 

"The formal papers were, as always, a 
somewhat mixed bag , but , on the 
whole, interes t ing and competent .  The 
conference had been arranged so that 
one day would be devoted t o  Arnold's 
educational writings , one day to his 
poet ry and cri t i cism,  and one day to 
his religi ous  views . 

"On the last day , Ruth apRoberts 
shared the platform with David 
DeLaura , who had reviewed her Arnold 
and God severely. The two ideas of 
God were reconci led in a brilli ant 
paper by Anthony Kenny , Master of 
Balli ol , who di scussed Arnold as a 
Christian agnos t i c .  He did concede 
that Arnold was a devout man. 

"The evenings were geni�l . Great hu
mour was aroused by the only presen
t at ion in 100 years of Arnold ' s  play 
Merope. Parti cipants were lured to  
the soporific drama by the promi se of 
a t our of the venue, S t .  George ' s  



Hall. 

"A younger generat ion of Arnoldi ans 
seems to be aris i ng in the Uni ted 

States who see Arnold ' s  at tempt to 
transform h i s  personal ideal into a 
so�ial ideal as relevant in ou r 
t ime. " 

"Here as on a darkling tlain swept wit�· emfusetl .l4rms 
of struggle and flight, where iporant .rmies eZ.sh by 

night, Matthew Arnold, Fox News, Channel Frue!' 
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Drawing by Bandelnan: 
copyright 1988 

1he New Yorker Magazine, Inc. 



Riddle-de-dee 

OLD CAMERON'S Nurse ry Rhyme Riddles 

Every day 
'Willi am Popenj ay 

No . 4 

Cons idered marri age and age 
And (thinking of her mother ) what was s age. 

Solution on page 44  
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-
F.E.L. Priestley 

Photograph (1978) by Kenneth Quinn 
courtesy of University College Archives 
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In memoriam 

F . E . L .  Pries tley 

The following remarks were ext racted 
f rom the t ribute prepared by John M .  
Robson for the Commemo rat ive Service 
for F . E . L .  Pries tley at Univers i ty 
College on Octobe r  20. Tri butes we re 
also  paid by Frances s Halpenny and 
Trevor Levere. 

* * * 

Surveys are appropriate for communi ty 
celebrations --at leas t as appropriate 
as for elections--and so I asked se
veral of FELP ' s  di s tingui shed pupils 
for a f ew words on his  e f f e c t .  Not 
surp r i s i ngly , the i r  memories were vi
vid,  thei r gratefulnes s s trong , and 
thei r admi rat ion i ns t ruct ive . What 
follows is an amalgama tion of j udg
ments  by Francess Halpenny , David 
Sh aw ,  Eleanor Cook , Harvey Kerpneck 
(all of this  Univers i ty ) ,  Donald Hai r  
and Judi th Knelman ( of the Unive rs i ty 
of Wes te rn Ont a ri o ) ,  John Mat thews 
( of Queen ' s ) ,  Wi lli am Whitla ( of 
York ) ,  and Chris topher Kent ( of the 
Unive rs i ty of Saskatchewan ) .  

Like mine, the i r  memories of his 
t eaching are paramount : "Hi s  abiding 
legacy i s  a convi ct i on that learning 
can s omet imes be the demanding but 
liberating high adventure FELP always 
t ried to make it"  (Shaw ) .  "He s eemed 
to  tea ch effortles sly--no lecture 
notes , but no padding or groping for 
words ei the r .  He would just open the 
book whereve r we had lef t off and 
•tart s howering us with underst and
ing. The hour f lew . • • •  His ins is t
ence on accuracy , cons istency and 
logi c ma de an indelible impress ion on 
me" ( Knelman ) .  "I  thi nk I never heard 
anything that I wou l d  des cribe as not 
maki ng s ense f rom him. His s t andards 
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neve r sank below a cons is tent norm, 
whateve r the topi c ,  and his expecta
t i ons we re always of the highes t" 
(Ke rpneck ).  "Of all the tea chers I 
had as an undergraduate at the Uni-
vers i ty of Toronto , Pri es tley was the 
mos t impress ive--more than D . G . 
Creighton , Be rtie Wilki nson , or 
A. S . P . Woodhouse. In f a ct he was the 
pe rson who really got me int eres ted 
in int ellectual his tory ,  through his  
course on Nineteenth-Century Litera
t ure" ( Kent ) .  "He was the bes t expo
s itor of Engli sh li t e rature I ever 
heard. When I took h i s  Vi ctorian and 
eight eenth-century courses at Univer
s i ty College , I felt like Keats ' s  
as t ronome r when a new planet swims 
into his hori zon • • • •  Pa rtly because 
he neve r ref e rred to notes I soon 
began to reali ze that his lectures 
were occas ions when original think i ng 
was in  progres s" ( Shaw) . "Teaching of 
the bes t  kind :  why? Not j u s t  chal
lenging loose argument ,  challenging 
unhis torical thinking .  Not j u s t  wit 
and i ntelligence and energy. An i nvi 
tation to  the s tudent ' s  bes t s elf , 
and a gif t for  impa rt i ng conf idence .  
An i nt egrity that had nothing to  do 
wi th agreeing or disagreei ng with 
him" (Cook ) .  

FELP "lectured s traight f r om the 
text : his present at i ons have always 
seemed to me models of careful and 
lucid exposi t i on moving f rom the text 
to t he context , to the his tory of 
i deas , to the age--an a rcheology of 
knowledge l ong bef ore Foucault in
vented the term" (Whit la ) .  For him , 
"Victo rian s tudies were neve r pure ly 
literary , and we were -always awa re , 
with him , of literature i n  the 
cont ext of other dis ciplines , 
especi ally philosophy and s c i ence . 
There was nothing of the pedant about 



him. Always he t aught us contexts , 
relationship s , pre cedent s ,  and devel
opments • • • •  For al l FELP ' s  sens it iv
i ty to s tyle and tone , l anguage and 
genre--as  a pract ical critic , he was 
a superb 'Maker-s ee' --he always made 
us awa re (as  Hal lam s aid of Tennyson ) 
of a world of meaning in  a few l i t t le 
words" (Hai r ) .  "FELP, wi th his read-
i ng in philosophy and sci ence , fit t ed 
well into the t radi tions of the Eng
lish Language and Lite rature pro
gramme . But we knew him as a man of 
lite rature , and the rigour of analy
s i s  he expected was , we we re aware , 
in the se rvi ce of poet ry and the 
poe t .  It was patient , exact scrutiny ,  
wat ching what the Vi ctorian poets 
we re actually doi ng , what they we re 
cons t ructing , respe ct ing thei r expe
rime nts with voi ce , with symbol ,  
especially with genre" (Halpenny ) .  

These s ame qualities ma rked his writ
ing and edi t i ng ,  on which I cannot 
dwe l l , except to s ay that , fol l owing 
him as I did as Gene ral Edi tor of the 
Collected Works of J. s. Mill and in 
the Chair  of the Edi tori al Board of 
the Disrae l i  Edition,  I had much to 
admi re and at temp t to emulate.  As Don 
Hai r s ays : "FELP has left behind a 
body of work which wil l  remain  
va luab l e ,  and whi ch cont inues to p lay 
a role in crit ical debates , but his 
chief inf luence , I think ,  was as a 
t eacher .  Many of his s tudents have 
model l ed their  careers on his balanc
ing of teaching and writ ing .  I know I 
have . "  

In all this you wil l  note the appeal 
from cha racte r ,  so easy to recal l , so 
hard to  record . One snapshot vi ew: 
"The e rect carriage , standing and 
• itting ,  and the line down the back 
of the head and neck ,  very nearly 
•traigh t .  The gathering of thought 
aarked by a s ligh t  amus ed twi t ch of 
the l ips before some crisp rej oinde r .  
(Pos tscript on a UNICEF card showing 

a large , tawny-eyed , di rect ly gazing , 
bewhiske red cat : ' The front cove r is  
not a recent port rai t . ' )  The spont a
neous laugh and emphat ic nod of the 
head at a poi nt wel l  made" (Cook ) .  

And , t o  dwe l l  on the shocking , the 
puffi ng.  One s t udent recal ls his re
pea t ed "Chuckling as he chain-smoked 
his way through pages of [crit ics ' 
follies ] " ;  another comments : "I re
member that FELP was a heavy smoke r ,  
and smoked through h i s  semi nars , but 
he would never light a ciga rette  
without looking at i t  ve ry hard ,  and 
sort of testing it with his  eyes 
bef ore lighting i t .  It was as if  he 
real ly want ed to make an event of 
each one .  He ce rtainly seemed to 
enjoy smoking" (Kent ) .  

The ext raordinary range of his inte
res t s  and knowledge can be conveyed 
only impress ioni s t i cal ly :  "It was im-
pos s ible to  know as much as he knew 
about car s , ma chines ,  s cience,  photo
graphy , [s ingle malt whisky , and 
Dixieland j azz--whi ch he pe rformed-
as wel l  as] mos t academi c subj ects, 
but FELP never undertook to parade 
his knowledge or to make you feel 
uncomfortable with your i gnorance" 
(Kerpneck ) .  

FELP ' s  breadth of int eres t  made ma
noeuvring through his  l i vi ng space 
somewhat problematic , as piles of 
magazines and books t eetered and 
loomed everywhere except whe re t hey 
should have been,  but his mind was 
remarkably cle a r  of such clutter. 
Clarity was ,  as all recal l , mat ched 
with sharpness of vis ion. 

Perhaps I can sum up his effect in 
words used by John Henry Newman of 
one of his teachers , Richard Whately : 
he "not only taught • to think ,  but 
to think for •yself . "  
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John M. ltobson 
Univers i ty of Toronto 
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The Victorian Concept of Duty 
Harvey Ke rpne ck 

Unive rs i ty of Toronto 

If , l ike me , you of ten begin a Victo
rians c ourse by assailing the stereo
type , you know some of the myth that 
surrounds the Vi ctorian concept of 
Duty . For example , since the stereo
type purveys an image of an age re
pressed and pent up , by and la rge the 
vi ctim of its own st renuous moral 
earnes tness--f rom which we , happily , 
have had the good sens e to flee into 
mo ral relat ivi ty--the myth includes 
the idea of the omnipresence of the 
concept of Duty and the almos t incal-
culable pressure i t  exe rted on i ndi
viduals to  conform and to es chew in
dividual judgement . 

But none of the evidence , I has ten to 
assure my classes , supports the myth. 
Warde n Ha rding ,  for example , eventu
ally t riumphs ove r the Jupi ter and 
John Bo ld (and the Archdeacon and the 
pro-Chur ch forces ) by resolvi ng not 
to conform ei the r to the i r  s t e reotype 
of him or to  the not ions , on the 
othe r side of the dispute ,  of what 
cons ti tuted his duty.  When he re
solves to do h i s  Dut y ,  his is an un
conventional action ,  and the nove l i s t  
t akes care to t e l l  us , a s  we withdraw 
from the act i on of the nove l , that 
the convent ional mind of the world 
was divided , the genteel element sup
porting one solution , the mer canti le 
another. Furthe rmo re ,  gentle  Mr . 
Hardi ng only accept s  the idea of a 
Duty that t rans cends typical ideas--
that i s , bias and p re j udice and ani
mus--when the need for an individual 
ju�gement finds a s ubstantial a l ly in 
his s ense of Self: i t  is , in fact, i n  
order to  make hims e lf i nvulne rable t o  
the accusations o f  his foes that he 
resolves to do h i s  Duty and qui t Hi
ram ' s  Hospi tal (and to  lay the inter
nal t empes t that thei r malevo lence 
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has wakened in his breas t ) .  

In this single i ns tance , from a novel 
wri t ten early in the pe riod , we can 
see  how gros s ly the vul ga r  idea of 
the Victorian concept of Duty falsi
fies . Individuality is ce rt ainly in
volved in the concept --but it  is not 
repressed by a realizat ion of the 
Duty that must  be done : it  is u l t i -
mately  libe rated (achieved , indeed) 
when Duty is don e .  The Mr. Harding of 
the later  nove ls is made pos s ible by 
the cha ract e r ' s  st ruggle upwards froQ 
the slough of self -pity in whi ch he 
wal l ows before he embraces Duty lat e 
in this novel .  Confo rmi ty is ce rtain
ly an issue--but the cha racte r  lea rns 
that to  do his Duty involves flingi ng 
down the gaunt let to conform! ty of 
every kind . As a pressure on i ndivid
uals , the novel reveals that the con-
cept of Duty is for mos t  of the char
acters no stronger than i rrational 
antipathy or the "de s i re to reform 
abuses of e ve ry kind"--on the one 
hand , what Carlyle s t igma t izes in 
Past and Present as "ignoble" Conser-
vat ism and much later Mor ley con
demns i n  On Comtromi s e  a s  vulga r  
Libe ralism, more nte res ted in bai t 
i ng its  foes than i n  moving t owards 
reform. 

If we s tand back from this novel as 
I have just  s uggest ed , it is easy 
enough to begin to  correct the s te re
otyp e .  Trol lope , who aft e r  all  de
scribed himse lf as "an advanced Con
s ervat ive-Libe ral , "  represents quite 
well--in so aany waya--h,� we should , 
i n  oppos i tion to  the s tereotype , see 
the Victorian concept �f Dut y .  It 
certainly has something to do  wi th 
polit ical affi l i at ions , or with at t i 
tudes associated with them , but it  is  



absolutely impos s ible to use i t  as 
what Carlyle cal ls  "a ready re ckone r" 
to dis t inguish Cons erva t ive from 
Liberal . Both the Conservat ives and 
Liberals ( and cons erva tives and 
liberals ) of the Warden ' s  world are 
bemu s ed by his achievement of a s ense 
of Duty--or , at bes t ,  they support 
his having done so from a narrow , 
sectarian pos ition of their own.  As 
Trollope ' s  labe l for himself, t aken , 
as  1 would sugges t ,  together with h i s  
dep i ct ion in about three dozen novels 
of an individual ' s  and s ometimes a 
group ' s  or congregat ion ' s  s truggle to 
apprehend the concept of Duty , im
plies , the concept of Duty has much 
to do with a fre e ,  liberated condi
t ion on the one hand and what Carlyle 
and Morley , early and late in the 
period , condemn as ignoble and vulgar 
on the other. Labe ls of any kind are 
no warrant that any i ndividual wi l l  
have attained a concept o f  Duty and 
realized it  for himself . 

Trollope is  not atypical of the great 
Vi ctorian ' s  attitude to the concept 
of Duty and of his or her representa
tion of the at t i tude among Victorians 
in general to i t .  For Dorothea 
Brooke , a vulgar and parochial idea 
of it leads to irrespons ible s elf
abnegation a nd almos t to disaster . 
Among Ulys ses ' mariners fear of the 
con cept leads to a self-mesmeri zed 
condi t ion. Later in the century , Vic
tor Radnor divides hims e lf into a 
public a t t i tude to i t  ( de s igned to 
obtain for himself  a s e at in the Com
mons ) and a privat e  one ( des igned to 
permit him t o  sus tain an i dy l l i c, 
epicurean, belletri s t i c  life at Lake
lands ) .  Vi ctor ' s  bi furcated condi tion 
is  apparent to al l-but only repre-
hended by one or two .  Pip, of c ourse , 
inhabi t s  a world in wh ich the concept 
of Duty can a lways be rationalized 
away : the bes t  draw up their draw
bridge, shoot off their cannon and 
repose at eas e ; the wors t chase fire
engines, as we might s ay, and make 
only the mere s t , lega l i s t i c  profes 
s i on o f  fealty to i t .  

Hence Mr. Toogood--who is  too good to 
be a lawyer in a world large ly occu
p i ed by such as Mort imer Gazebee , 
Bideawhile and Slow and Mr. Chaffan
bras s .  Toogood resolves to do his 
duty and help to absolve Mr. Crawley 
of the accusat ion aga i ns t him , in the 
face of almos t universal oppos ition 
to lift i ng a finger to help Mr. Craw
ley.  The rea l  nub of society ' s  suspi
cion and contempt towards the bes i eg
ed clergyman i s  that he is outra-
geou s ly individual and abnormally 
cons cious that , for himself , the con
cept of Duty embraces his charges , 
the poverty-s tri cken bri ckmakers of 
Hogglestock .  Bes ides , his boots are 
worn and he keeps nei ther a carri age 
nor even a hors e .  

Somet imes i t  i s  only the outcas ts , 
l ike the Reverend Mr. Crawley or 
Madame Max, who seem capable of re
a l i zi ng the need for an actual , oper-
ative , not a mere ly theoretical , con
cept of Duty .  Madame Max , from her 
dubious e s t ablishment on Park Lane , 
ral lies the o l d  Duke ' s  support for 
Phineas when he i s  unj ustly accu s ed . 
(It  is  s ignifi cant that the central 
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is sue in a Victori an fiction is of ten 
an a c cusation, widely supporte d ,  that 
divides the generality of society 
from the individual capable of aspir
ing to a concep t of Duty , and bas ing 
his or her actions upon i t . ) When 
characters are not outcas ts , they 
t end to live apart from society or to 
dispute i t s  predispos i tions--like 
Vernon Whi tford , for whom Sir Wil 
loughby's duty to Crossj aye is very 
plain, o r  even the Wis e  Youth ,  Adri-
an, who is  able to see whe re S ir Aus
tin is remiss in his  duty to Ri chard , 
because, though an inhabi t ant of the 
Abbey, he lives the re in intelle ctual 
isolation. 

My examples have been taken de liber
ately from early and late works , f rom 
the works of wri t e rs of every persua-
s ion, from i ns tances of political and 
religious and me re ly s ocial issues . 
What commonly happens i n  Vi ctorian 

... 



fict ion is  that an is sue po larizes a 
society and the resolut ion ,  if it in
volve s  the concep t of Duty , requi res 
an i ndividual to s eparate hims elf, as 
in The Warde n ,  from the combat ant s on 
e i the r side . Even if his al legiance 
remai ns wi th one of the s ides , his 
int egri ty and i ndividuality depend 
upon his fealty to the concept of 
Duty, not his l oyalty to  that s ide.  
(Thos e of whom this is not t rue re
mai n  dubi ous recipients of the read
e r ' s  sympathy , like Archdeacon Grant
ly and Alvan,  and their  celebrity or 
s t andi ng in soci ety do not affect 
this evaluati on . ) 

Far from bei ng a cohes ive facto r ,  far 
from bei ng a cha racteri s t i c  of Victo
rian society in gene ral , wh i ch is  de
picted in the s t e reotype as a society 
of s t renuous moral earnes tnes s ,  the 
concept of Duty tends to be depi cted 
in Vict orian fi ct ion as divi s ive . 
From eve ry angle , it sets  Bars etshire 
on i ts ear ,  i t  be comes a yards t i ck by 
whi ch so many of the profess ions of 
Di ckens ' s  London come to seem for Pip 
Quacke ry and Sham (to bo rrow Car
lyle ' s  t e rms ) ,  it  breaks Sir  Wi l-
loughby Pat te rne and the mi crocosmi c 
soci ety whose Sun-King he i s .  What is 
t rue of the fict i on is no less t rue 
of the poet ry : Browning ' s  Bishop 
orde r i ng his tomb is  a human bat tle
ground on whi ch the concept of Duty 
a nd selfishnes s of the commones t sort 
encount e r ,  Karshish is almost divided 
from his  ordi na ry allegiance by the 
felt need to embrace a higher sort of 
concept of Duty, the Scholar Gipsy is 
divided--"tired of knocking at Pri= 
ferment ' s  door"--from the common race 
of men by his att raction to "the 
light f rom heave n , "  Thy rsis cannot 
wait for his contemporaries to s t rug
gle up t o the light and "of his own 
will went away. " 

My allusions to Victorian prose of 
thought have been partly designed to 
demons trate that what is t rue of the 
fiction and poetry is no les s true of 
the prose of though t .  The concept of 

Duty c e rtainly divided Ruskin from 
his society on any number of occa
sions: i s n ' t  this , from Sesame and 
Lilies ,  a r chetypal of his gene ral 
address to his contemporaries , "But , 
again , I ask you , do you at all  be-
lieve in hones ty , or at all in kind
nes s ?  or do you think the re is neve r 
any hones ty or benevo lence i n  wise 
people ? "  Ruskin ' s  attemp t ,  for him
self, to cleave to the concept of 
Duty resulted , of cours e ,  i n  Tha cke r
ay ' s  bei ng forced , as editor  of the 
Cornhi l l ,  t o  ask him politely to  put 
a sock in i t , whi ch result ed in the 
present d imens ions of Unto  This Las t .  
And i n  Unto This Las t we all  remembe r 
Ruskin ' s  bitt e r  complai nt that he 
knew "no ins t ance in his tory" of a 
society ' s  behaving as ignominiou s ly 
as the Victori an soci ety , whi ch p ro-
cla imed a l oya l ty to the concept of 
Duty and then behaved cont rariw i s e .  
The "will  o f  God" i n  Arnold ' s  double-
ba rrel led "reason and the will of 
God" can be ident ified with the "mo
rali ty" of his definit ion of religion 
as "three-fourths morality" ; though 
not ident i cal , they both point i n  the 
s ame direction ,  t owards the condi t ion 
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of a society whi ch , nominal ly Chris
tian, has in fact abrogated its  com
pact with . what Carlyle calls in 
Heroes and Hero Worship "the great 
deep law of the World" and has ele ct
ed to turn its back on the concept of 
Duty and determined that pragmat ism 
counsels a greater concern for the 
ownership or the managing of the next 
great Trus s Manufactory to go up.  

I n  Victorian prose of thought, the 
concep t of Duty is indeed always a 
cent ral concern. Whether a writer  i s  
a conservative like Carlyle , or  a 
Liberal whose "liberalism is t empe red 
by reflection" like Arnold , or a 
Libe ral radical like Kill , all the 
great figures in the literature of 
knowledge make the concep t  of Duty 
pa ramount in their schemes for the 
renovation of the exis ting society .  
Not one of them sees it --as our vul
ga r  s tereotype does-as chara cteris-



t i c  of the exi s t ing soci ety . Its  ab
sence from s ociety in the Vi ctorian 
period unde r lines , for example , 
Mil l ' s  discussion of  Jus t ice in  Util
itarianism:  for Jus t ice t o  obt ain 
gene ral ly enough in soci ety, Mi l l  
proclaims , a concept o f  Duty � 
become second nature to  the c i t i zens 
of our commonwealth ; t o  the ext ent 
that it remains me rely an admi rable 
theoret ical propos i t ion ,  i t  declines 
into  at best a s t i ck to  beat the op
pos i t ion with--as he des cribes 
"Christ ian morality s o-cal led" in On 
Li ber ty. For Ruskin ,  who wri t es of ten 
in oppos i t i on to Mi l l ,  it  is as t rue 
of poli t ical economy as it is of the 
o l de r  Christ ian ethic that the merely 
t heoretical solves no problems , and 
in fact the p robl em that he sees in 
"the soi-disant science of po li t ical 
economy" is that it  is an att empt to 
ope rate scient if ically apart from the 
concept of Dut y .  (Not ice that to  both 
Ruski n on the one side--" a Tory of 
the old schoo l , of Sir Walt e r  Scott  
and Home r"--and Mill on the othe r ,  
the problem is  not really a Libe ral 
or Cons e rvat ive p roblem , but a pro
blem of illusion vs .  reality , of a 
nomi nal vs . an actual f aith. ) For 
Arnol d  and for  Carlyle the problem 
can be described in terms of "mechan
ism , " whi ch is s imply their  t e rm  for  
(a)  a devout convi ction that it  is 
bes t to cont inue in the di rection 
society has been heading , ( b )  a de
s i re t o  use some ready reckoner ,  key 
t o all mythologi es , unum neces sarium , 
Morrison ' s  pill which wil l  engender 
fewer divisions in society than the 
large ly unpalatable concept of Duty,  
( c ) a recogni tion that the novel and 
bizarre individuality whi ch Warden 
Harding ultimat ely at tains is likely 
to lead Victorian society into the 
open wat ers that Ulysses ' mariners 
fear so great ly. 

None of these writers beli eves that 
in writing about the concept of Duty 
in his own way he is soothing the 
t roubled brow of his society; in 
fact , each re cognizes that the con-

cep t of Duty is pot ent ially a great 
irritant.  Ruskin ' s  Christian society , 
Mil l ' s  j u s t  society and Arnold ' s  cri
tical soci ety are all mot ivated in 
part by the concept of Duty--but each 
of these is a far-off ,  divine event 
to be att ained , in all likelihood , by 
a "revo lut ion , "  as Arnold calls i t  
forthrightly , which wi l l  make the Mr. 
Murphys and the owners of Truss  Manu
factories profoundly unhappy before 
it multiplies the numbe r of Toogoods 
in society .  Wi ll iam Morris , in "How 
the Change Came" i n  News from No
where , perhaps goes furthe r--being a 
Socialist--than the othe rs in recog
nizing how much of an i rri t ant the 
concept of Duty will probably become 
before society is recons t i tuted 
(bloody violence in the s t reets p re
cedes the coming of  the Socialist  
commonwealth ) but his  vis i on is cer
tainly not eccent ri c .  Carlyle ' s  Ba
phometic Fi re-Bap t i sm and Arnold ' s  
revolution are also indi cations of 
how much alike the great Vi ctorians 
of every pe rsuas ion are in seeing the 
concept of Duty as not merely s alvi 
fic in the end but i n  the short run 
"descendent al , "  to borrow another 
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term from Carlyle , and powerfully 
dest ructive--at leas t ,  of the ease 
and complacency and of what Arnold 
cal ls the parochial mentality that 
charact erize society as actual ly 
exis tent at present . 

None of thes e  writers rega r ds the 
concept of Duty either ,  any more than 
does any of the poets or novelis t s ,  
as the special gif t  o r  pres erve or 
inheritance or privileged i ns i ght of  
any one religious denomination. I t  is  
for them no more special ly reli gious 
in a particular way than it is emble
matic of one polit ical profes s i on.  
Carlyle ' s  discussion of Mahomet early 
in the pe riod makes this part icularly 
clear: in part his diacuasion of Ma
homet's faith is intended to make 
clear that neither one particular 
brand of Chris tianity nor Christiani
ty itself is the sole repos itory in 
his tory of a concept of Duty. For 



him , belief in this exclus ive rela
tionship with the great ,  deep Law of 
the World is as noxi ou s as the uni
versal scep t i cism of the "unbeli evi ng 
e ighteenth century . "  Mill seconds 
Car lyle when he poi nts out that for 
the Vi ctorians to at tain to  a concept 
of Duty they will need to add to 
Chri s tian morali ty so-called the bes t  
ins i ghts of the pagan philosophe rs 
and ph ilosophe r-kings like Marcus Au
re lius . Arnold , of cours e ,  in prais
i ng Newman and the Oxf ord Movement to 
a world confounded by No-Pope ry 
riot s , makes the same poi nt in a more 
pa r t i cular way: the du ty to  render 
the world less vulgar , less  credu
l ous , less sus cept ible of unthi nking 
subs cript ion in undeviat ing orthodox
ies overspreads the bound of all the 
orthodoxies . 

P rope rly unde rs t ood , then , the Victo
rian concept of  Du ty is  not a species 
of self-congratulation .  Nor is  i t  a 
l imi ted vis ion of a world not ma rked
ly dis s imi lar f rom the present soci-
ety but me re ly further on in t ime . It 
i s  not an especially Chri s tian con
cept be cause among othe r things writ-
e rs apparently indif f erent to Chris
t ianity--like Mill--or act ively hos
tile to i t--l ike Morley--embrace it 
as eas i ly as thos e t o  whom Chris tian
i ty is ess ent ial to Man ' s  perfect ing 
of himself--wri t e rs l ike Trollope . 
Whe re i t  is  l i nked t o  Chris t ian 
thought , it is  of t en l i nked by way of 
cont ras t--as , for example, in Rus-
kin ' s  denunciation of the unChri s tian 
charact e r  of his society , which s eems 
to him hardly better  than the non
Chris tian charact e r  of the new sci
ence of po li t ical economy. It is not 
a way of di s t inguishing l i t tle (or 
big) Libe rals f rom little  Conserva
tives and has es s ent ially nothing t o  
do with any one polit i cal phi losophy ; 
i n  thi s  respect Phine as ' s  decision t o  
s tand by Mr. Monk and to dis sociate 
himself  by so doing from the settled 
opinion of his party is archetypal.  
And it is  not much affect ed , whether 
in Victorian poe t ry ,  or f i ction,  or 

non-fiction prose of the f i rs t  rank , 
by the wri t e rs ' s eparate and differ
ent al legi ances or bel i ef s .  

I t  is , on the other  hand , usually a 
way of dist inguishing the pe rson who 
has at tained to  an indivi dual charac
t e r  (or  is  capable of doing s o ) from 
those  not so capable : Abbot Sams on , 
the speake r in In Memoriam ( see "Ring 
out , wi ld  be lls!") , Wa rden Harding, 
and on the other s i d e  Te rtius Lydgat e 
and Wi l f rid Pole demons t rate this . It 
i s  usual ly linked , whether directly 
or by implication , wi th trans cendent 
poli t ical , social or religi ous change 
and , irrespective of the wri t e r ' s  own 
creed , it  is seen as the pre cursor of 
that change : Matey Weyburn , Napoleon 
in The Song of  French Hi story, and 
Cromwell in He roes demonstrate this . 
It  usually engenders at le as t t empo
ra ry diff e rentiat ion of an individu
al ' s  and a society ' s  norms : as in 
Abbot Samson, Mark Robarts and Colney 
Durance , Nevi l Beauchamp and Daniel 
Deronda . It  is  always salvi f i c  and 
except i onal ly unlikely to be hurt ful 
to i ts advocate ,  even when i t  leads 
to t empora ry or enduring e s t rangement 
f rom some s e t t led soci ety : Phineas 
again ,  D r .  Wortle , the persona in 
Maud , Dobbin in Vanity Fai indicat e 
thi s .  It i s  always a s pecific  for an 
i l lusion, and the reade r of Victorian 
writing can u sual ly count on it  to  
as s is t  him to pene t rate an i l lus ion-
even an i l lus ion grounded in s ome 
counte rfeit  of the concept of Duty: 
the f igures of Quintus Slide , Tom 
Towe rs and Timothy Turbot , the int e r
viewer i n  "Bishop Bloughram ' s  Apolo-
gy" and the interviewer in  Prince 
Hohenstiel-Schwangau i nd i cate this 
clearly. 

S t e reotypes are , of cours e ,  nearly 
i r reso luble by fact. The wal ls of the 
world ' s  fort , as Arnold �ays in Thyr
s i s, oft en seem "unbreachable. " Yet 
�would seem so easy to dispel this 
aspect of the s t e reotype of the Vic
torians and the myths that cluster  
round the concept of Duty once one 
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acquires only a mode rat e acquaint ance 
wi th the different genres of Victori
an wri ting ,  that it seems di f f i cult 
to see why they a re able to maintain 
themselve s .  But ce rt ainly , if  thei r 
grasp is  loosened we can unde rs tand 

the wri t e rs of the age mo re eas ily.  
And we can see readi ly both how wide
ly the concept of Duty is  di spers ed 
through Vi ctorian litera ture and how ,  
i n  reality , i t  actua l ly ope rates . 
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Science and Literature: A Bibliography 

Ma rti n  Fi chman 
Glendon Col lege 
York Uni vers i ty 

Recent s cho larship focus s i ng on the 
complex i nte r-relationships between 
s cience and lite rature has f ound a 
p art i cular ly rich mi ne in the Vic t o
rian era .  Although science i tself was 
undergoing a process  of profes sional
i zati on--wi th the at tendant emergence 
of spe c i a l ized discipli nes--the de
marcat i on between the "two cult ures" 
that C. P .  Snow pos tula ted for ou r own 
pe riod had not yet appea red in the 
nineteenth centu ry. Rathe r ,  a pro-
f ound and oft en provocat ive dis
c ourse , shared by both wri ters and 
s cient i s ts,  deve loped which s ought to  
i nterpre t  the broade r cu ltural signi
f i cance of s c ience ( and te chnology) 
and as ses s i t s  impact upon trad i t i on-
al rel igious,  phi losoph i cal , socio
political , economi c, and e ducational 
values and i ns t i tu t i ons. Though the 
debates occurred throughout Europe 
and North Ame r i c a ,  it was England 
whi ch wi tnessed pe rhaps the live l i e s t  
cont rove rs ie s .  The profound impact of 
the methods and f indings of the natu
ral s ciences was evident at the out
set  of Victoria ' s  reign ; as Walt e r  
E .  Roughton noted in his clas s i c  The 
Vi ctorian Frame of Mind (19 5 7), many 
Victorians f rom John S tua rt Mi ll , 
writ ing in 183 1, onwards used the 
word "t rans i t  i on" or  "t rans i ti ona!" 
to characterize the period in which 
they l ived .  Specif ically , Mil l  f ound 
trans it i on t o  be the leading charac
teristic of the t imes .  "Mankind , "  he 
asserted , "have outgrown old i ns titu
tions and old  doctrines , and have not 
ye"t acqui red new ones" (Houghton , p. 
1 ) . 

Two outstanding features of this 
world in  t rans i t ion s t and out .  Firs t ,  
the t riumph of bourgeois indus trial 

society with i ts imp l i c i t  faith i n  
scient i f i c , technologi cal , and social  
progres s ,  seemed imminent . Second ly , 
these same s c i ent i f ic advances pro
voked widespread doubt about the na
ture of man ,  society , and the uni
verse .  This dua l i s t i c  spiri t--of op
t imism and anxi ety--characterizes  the 
Vi ctorian debates on s cience and cul
ture and manifes ts i t self in works as 
dive rse as Tennyson's In Memori am ,  
George Eliot's Middlemarch , and H. G. 
Wel ls ' Island of Dr. Moreau , to  cite  
only three of  the mos t  obvious exam
ple s .  The his torian of l i te rature and 
the his torian of science note two ba
s i c  categories of l itera ry discourse 
abou t science : f i rs t ,  l i t e rature as 
imparta t i on of  natural s cient ific 
knowledge, and , second , l i terature as 
i deologi cal defence of and/or res i s t 
ance to that s ame knowledge . Each 
category inc ludes ,  the refore , both 
fiction and non-fiction.  

Since the scient ific revolut i on of 
the seventeenth century , manki nd ' s  
knowledge of the mat e ri al world had 
been radi cal ly t ransformed . Mos t s ig
nif i cant for our purposes is the fact  
that the disseminat i on of the new 
knowledge was not res t rict ed to the 
scholarly world but soon spread f i rs t  
to the upper and middle clas ses and 
then , by the Victorian pe riod , to all 
segments of society . What may be apt 
l y  cha ract e rized a s  a mania f o r  ob
s e rving nature eme rged  in the ni ne
t eenth century : a passion for study-
ing (particularly by �ans of the 
microscope and the teleacope as wel l 
as the naked eye ) astronomical , che
mical , and geo logi cal phenomena , for  
collect i ng mi nerals and plant s , and 
for o bservi ng f lora and fauna. The 
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report age and analys is  of thes e ob
s e rvati ons appeared not only in the 
t radi t i onal scient ific  j ournals such 
as the Royal Society ' s  Phi losophi cal 
Trans actions , but in the increas i ng 
number of specialized j ournals .  Among 
these may be noted the Linnaean Soci
ety ' s  Transactions ( f i rs t  published 
in 1 791), the Geologi cal Society ' s  
Transactions ( begun in 181 1 ) ,  and the 
Chemi cal Society ' s  Journals (begun in 
1848 ) .  But s cience's Impact was a lso 
exe rted upon the general publi c .  In 
addition to the prolife rat ion of 
textbooks and manuals , new j ournals 
appea red whi ch presented scient ific 
informat ion of high quality to sci en
tist  and layperson al ike ; two of the 
mos t not able of thes e were the Eng
l i sh Mechanic (begun in  18 65) and the 
Gardener's Chroni cle ( f i rs t  publi shed 
in  184 1 ,  whi ch provided informat ion 
not only to ga rdeners bu t to such 
theorists  as Charles Da rwin). One 
mu st  also note i n  this category such 
works as the Penny C�clotaedia and 
the t racts published y t e Society 
for the Di ffusion of Useful Know
ledge , wh ich funct ioned as import ant 
sources of gene ral s cient ific educa
t ion.  Perhaps mos t  import ant as an 
index of the dissemi nat ion of new 
s c i ent if ic knowledge and the complex 
cultural and socio-polit ical implica
t i ons thereof were the lively and 
often bril liant debates conducted in 
the pages of newspape rs and periodi
cals inc luding the Pall Mal l  Gazett e ,  
the Nineteenth Century,  the Edinburgh 
Review , the quarterly Review , The 
Athenaeum , the Westmins ter Review , 
Thomas Huxley ' s  Natural His tory Re-
�, and Norman Lockye r ' s  Nature . 
Final ly , one mus t  inc lude those his
torical and biographical works which 
served t o  impress further the cult ur
al signif icance of science upon the 
Victorians . Eminent in this category 
are: William Whewe l l ,  History of the 
Induct i ve Sciences, f rom the Earliest 
to the Present Times, J vols . (Lon-
don , 1 83 7 ) ;  David Brews t e r , Memoi rs 
of the Life , Wri t ings and Discoveries 
of Sir Isaac Newton (Edinburgh , 

1855) ; and J . F .W .  Hers chel , Prelimi
nar Dis course on the Stud of Natu
ral i losophy London , 1 0 • 
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The exami nat ion o f  the mutual influ
ence of s cience and fiction (inc lud-
ing poe t ry) has been pursued with 
equal vigour conce rning the Victorian 
period in recent yea rs . In some re
spects ,  modern analyses of the rela
t i ons between s cience and lit erature 
--whether they depict the i nf luence 
from the one to the othe r as des t ruc
t i ve or cons t ruct ive--are indebted to 
the arguments and reflections of the 
Vi ctorians themselves . The apprehen
s ions of T . B .  Macaulay and John Henry 
Newman as to the potent i a l ly corro-
s ive effects of scient i f i c  reasoning 
and conclus ions upon the literary en
deavour have the i r  analogues in ce r
tain circles t oday . Simi larly , the 
enthusiasm wi th whi ch wri ters as di 
verse as Samuel Taylor  Coleridge and 
H . G .  Wel ls embraced the language and 
met aphors of s cience ( if not neces sa
rily the benevolence of i t s  t each
i ngs) are echoed by many cri t i cs to
day . What is  clea r ,  then,  is not that 
any conc lus ions or consensus--then or 
now--eme rge f rom the debat es on sci
ence and literature (even f r om such 
thoughtful and t empered ones as that 
between Matthew Arnold and T . H .  Hux
ley). Rather ,  we only know , as J . A . V .  
Chapple s uggests in Science and 
Literature in the Nineteenth Century 
( 1 986 ) ,  "that a cons t ant s t ress upon 
cul tural exchange between wri ters of 
all kinds directs attent ion to what 
actually happened throughout the 
nineteenth century , enables us to ap-
preciate the variety of int e ract ions 
between science and literature and , 
mos t  valuably , places original t ext s 
of both in the centre of attent ion.  
The common uses of language , modes of 
expression and 'literary ' s t ructures 
of thought ,  feeling and invent ion are 
all  vital l..Y relevant" in comprehend
ing how lin Gillian Bee r ' s  words ] 
"not only i deas but metaphors , myths 
and narrative pat terns could  move 
rapidly and f reely to and f ro between 



scient i s t s  and non-scient i sts : though 
not without f requent creat ive mi s
pri s ion" (Chappl e ,  p. 18). 
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Books 
W . J .  Kei t h .  Regions of the Imagina
�· Toront o :  Unive rs i ty of Toronto 
Pre s s , 1988. Pp. ix , 199. 

Praise be , not eve ryone knows that 
the Eagleton has landed and decla red 
that many pleasi ng and useful act ivi-
t ies , such as li t erary history ,  have 
been found dead-on-the-road in the 
f as t  lane.  Wil l i am Kei th ,  for f ine 
example , s t i l l  has t i me for under
s tand i ng the world prior to  comment
ing on i ts changi ng. In thi s ,  his 
thi rd book on related themes ( the 
ear lier  two dealing with non-f i ction 
rural w r i t ings and the poe t ry of na-
ture ) ,  the vi rtues of his approach 
and sens i bi l i ty are aga i n  evi dent , as 
he t reats the f ami liar and the unfa
mi lar w i th honed expos i tory ski l ls , 
espe c i a l ly clarit y ,  one of his 
s t rengths ( and one that , like regi on-
alism,  is unde r sus t ai ned attack ) .  

The book begins with a n  Int roduct i on 
and then three parts : "Towards Re
gi ona l ism" (Scot t ,  Emily  Bront e ,  
Charlot te Bronte , Gaske l l , and 
Eliot ) ,  "The Flowe r i ng of Regi onal 
i sm" (Bla ckmore , Hardy , Phi l lpot ts , 
Kaye-Smi th , Holme , Webb ) ,  and "Beyond 
Regi onal i sm" (Lawrence , John Cowpe r 
Powys ) ;  the las t part inc ludes the 
conclus ion on the pass ing of Region-
alism and ( as manifes tation and 
proof ) Gibbons ' s  Cold  Comfort Farm. 
Such a program in  less than two hun-
dred pages leaves no room f o r  excur
s ions or discuss i ons of the full 
oeuvre of any author.  Kei t h  made a 
f i rm  decision to deal w i th maj o r  
regional f igures rather than to p re
sent a full  map of  the territory ,  and 
to dwel l  on literary que s tions rather 
than socio-po l i t i cal  and geographi cal 
aspects of regionali sm. He con cen
t rates on relevant aspe cts of his au
thors ' individual histories , l i t e ra ry 
methods , allegiances and debt s ,  tying 

all togethe r with unobt rusive gene
ralizations that trace the his tory 
( inc lud i ng the crit i cal  history )  of 
the genre whi l e  leaving room for aes
thetic  and moral j udgment s .  (The lat
ter  are ma inly embodi ed i n  a conse r
vationist subt ext that is l ikely to  
offend no  one . ) 

The Int roduct ion sett les into def ini
tions , less categorical than heuris
t i c , which ma rk of f Kei th ' s  territory 
from the provinci a l , parochial , topo-
graphical ,  or loca l , and ci rcum
s cribe , for the argument ' s  s ake , such 
rela t ed t erms as rural , pas toral , na-
tural , and naturis t .  One cogent com
ment wi l l  i llus t rat e :  as cont ras ted 
with the "me re ly local or provincial"  
wri t e r ,  who is  aiming "primarily [ a t ] 
the i nhabi tants of the a rea itself , "  
the regional nove l i s t  ''wri tes of a 
specif i c  locality but for as wide an 
audi ence as poss ible (mos t of whom 
e xi s t  out s i de i t ) • • • •  Too of t e n , 
localism of any ki nd be comes a me re 
tactic  for evas ion ,  a means of avoid
ing contact with the broader ,  more 
dominant issues of the t ime" (89). Of 
course great themes cannot be speci
f i cally "regional , "  except for per-
haps two , deterioration and inva s i on ,  
with the i r  uns e t t l i ng effects on in
dividuals (gene rally tragi c ,  or at 
least sent imentally affect i ve ) .  The 
view f rom i ns ide t ends to weaken 
comedy , as the bu t ts a re outside , and 
should not only be but remai n  inef
fectua l .  

One cannot eff e ct ively summarize the 
content of Kei th ' s  individual t reat
ments of novels and novelis t s ,  whi ch 
wi l l  be of considerable use in  read
e rs ' minds and c lassrooms ; the gene
ral thes is may however be briefly 
aired.  In the two earlier books , 
Kei th says , he was "able to conclude 
with an emphasis on at least probabl e  
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cont i nuity  into the future , but in 
the case of English regi onal f i ct i on 
the out look i s  bleak indeed" ( 1 73 ) .  
Not that rural s e t t i ngs will disap
pear f r om f ic t i on (at least unt i l  
they dis appear i n  fact ) but that 
areas have los t the i r  special charac
ters . In the broadest  s ens e ,  the his
tory of the peri od cove red gives the 
explanation .  Though the twentieth 
century has seen the climax of homo
genizat i on ,  the process of easy com
municat ion (of dreams and memories as 
well as of pe ople and mate rial goods ) 
began i n  the nineteenth. This ve ry 
process i ni t i ally fos t e red the re
gi onal , buildi ng on eve r-pres ent nos
t algia for that whi ch is st ill wi thin 
living memory and associ ated wi th 
community and f amily ( real or imagin
ed ) .  The des i re remains , bu t the lo-
cus is lost and the focus cons equent
ly blurred . In Ke i th ' s  words : "dis-
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t inct ive regi ons have now been pene
trated by cosmopo litan ( o r ,  pe rhaps 
mor-e fatally , me t ropoli tan )  t e chnolo
gies and communications sys t ems , and 
have thus los t any sharp sense of 
diffe rent i at i on , "  and "now s e em no 
more than quaint survivals wi thin a 
more cent ral ized , s t andardize d ,  rela
tive ly homogeneous society  that t akes 
i t s  values from the i ndus t ri al cen
t res . "  Consequently "rural regional 
ficti on has become an anachronism 
s ince it can no longe r claim to be 
representat ive ; the local cannot be 
t rans formed int o the unive rs al be
cause so much of i t  i s  uni ve rsal al
ready" ( 1 7  3 ) .  

Somehow , Kei th remai ns , if not 
blith e ,  wa r i ly accep t i ng of h i s t o ry ' s  
leavings . Scant i ndeed i s  the hope of 
fresh fields and past ures new , but 
the powe rs of imagi nat ion can s t ill 



e levat e the unif o rm above the dreary .  
Perhaps (his other great s cholarly 
interes t bei ng Canadian 1i terature ) 
he is buoyed by the thought that 
Canadian fict ion now has a greater 
appeal to U . S . ( and s ome othe r )  
readers because  i t  n o  longe r s eems 
foreign? 

John M .  Robs on 
Unive rs i ty of Toronto 

* * * 

John M. Robson . What Did He Say? 
Editing Ninet eenth-Century Speeches 
f rom Hansard and the Newspape rs.  
Lethbridge: Unive rs i ty of  Lethbridge 
Pres s ,  1988. 

What Did He Sa!? (and I 'm choos i ng my 
wo rds ca reful y )  i s  the rewri tten  
ve rs i on of  an  add ress that i naugurat
e d  the F . E . L .  Pries tley Lecture S e r
i es at the Unive rs i ty of Lethbridge 
i n  1987 . On that o c cas i on , a di s t in
guished Unive rs ity of Toronto s cho lar 
appropriately honoured a di s tinguish-
ed prede cessor-cum-mentor in the c i ty 
in  whi ch the lat t e r  spent a s ignifi
cant part of his  s chooldays.  

Profes sor Robson begins his "fore
word" wi th a reminiscence about being 
a s tudent i n  Professor  Prie s t l ey ' s  
graduate cours e .  Robson had offered 
"one of those p retenti ou s ly cut e  
derogatory comments on Tennyson , "  
whe reupon FELP "f ixed [him ] wi th a 
deflat i onary g lare and phrase" which , 
Robson graciou s ly a cknow l edge s ,  
"mended" h im.  Now it  s o  happens that 
I was myse lf a member of one of Rob-
son ' s  own early graduate s eminars , 
and was usefully corre cted in  a s imi
lar but undoubtedly gent l e r  ma nner.  
In response to my "English" vagueness 
about the nice t i es of scholarly re
porting , Robson wrote on one of my 
essays : "In spite  of the danger of 
being called an ass imi lationis t ,  I 
sugges t  that you adopt ( even if  iron
ically ) our pract i ce . "  ( I  did . ) 

This e xercise  in the nostalgia of 

tradi tion is more relevant to Rob
son ' s  subj e ct than one might at f i rst 
think . He conce rns himself  with the 
diff i culty (if  not impos s ibi l i ty ) of 
recons t ructing nineteenth-century 
speeches f r om the s canty evidence 
availabl e .  He re , anecdot e for  anec
dot e ,  I am at an advantage . I can 
prove mine , s i nce the annot ated essay 
survives in  my f i l e s , but we have to 
t ake Robs on ' s  s t o ry on t rus t in  the 
absence of any wri t ten record (note 
that he reproduces neithe r  his own 
call ow  comment nor FELP ' s  placing 
phras e ) .  He ' s  a t rus tworthy charac
t e r ,  of cours e ,  but who can say if 
the s tory has n ' t  "improved" ove r the 
years unt i l  he wri t es down this ve r-
s i on s eve ral de cades later?  That 
should provoke thought ; to coin a 
phrase , hmnnn. 

As editor of the volumes of John S tu
art Mi l l ' s  speeches in the Mil l  edi-
t i on , Robs on has t o  reproduce to the 
bes t of his abi l i ty Mil l ' s  parliamen
tary contributions f rom the surviving 
s ource s .  These general ly comprise the 
unof ficial Parliamentary Debates t newspape r report s ,  and (sometimes ) 
pamphle t -reprint s  that have Mi l l ' s  
approval but a re clearly revi s ed ve r
sions and may , as Robs on notes , pre
s ent "what he later wished he had 
said" rather than his actual words in 
the House of Commons . This  editorial 
chal lenge has led Robson to the mo re 
general question whi ch he expl ores in 
this l e ctur e : how far can we t rust  
Hansard (or,  rather ,  the two Han
sards ) for our knowledge of what 
really went on in Parliament during 
the nine t eenth century? 

It is  a somewhat esote ri c  subj ect , 
but ,  Robson bei ng Robson, i t  becomes 
inte re sting and abso rbing as a result 
of his c lear-headed probity and qui et 
wit . And it raises laaues of consid
e rable importance aDd compl ex! ty. 
Suppose that I aake a apeech in pub
lic.  What did I say ?  What did I in
tend to say ?  What did I think I s aid?  
What did my hearers think I s ai d ?  
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These  are d i f f e rent que s ti ons and can 
e l i c i t  d i f f e rent repli e s .  So : "What 
is t ruth ? "  said not-qui t e-j e s t i ng 
Robson , and s t ayed for an i l lumi nat
i ng dis course i f  not an answe r.  

H i s  t r i cky , vi rtual ly pos t-mode rni s t ,  
but thoroughly j us t i f i ed mes s age i s  
concealed i n  a footnot e :  "This text , 
for example , is  subs tant i al ly diffe r
ent from that de l ivered at the Uni
ve rs i ty of Lethbridge on 30 March,  
198 7 ; wha t eve r one migh t think of the 
me rit of the two vers i ons , the s poken 
one was certainly be tt er  adap ted to 
i ts occas i on than would have been the 
present one . " A footnot e that , one 
pre sumes , neve r got art i culated at 
Lethbridge . Thi s , the n ,  is a recon
s t ruct i on ,  not the spe e ch delive red 
bu t an adap t ed ve rsion the reof . So 
the medium is the mes s age , but ,  Rob
s on bei ng Robson , i t  i s  (howeve r 
whims i cally cons t ructed ) a f i rmly
argued pos i tion rather than a McLu
hanesque probe . By i ndi rections he 
f inds di rect i ons out ,  but ,  Robs on 
bei ng Robson, the re is no hint of 
plodding Polonius . 

A grat ifying , civi l i zed , humani s t i c  
e ve nt is  he re t ranslat e d ,  and so per
pe tuated , i n  p r i nt . For good measure , 
the editor of the s e ri e s , A.  F .  Cas
s i s ,  has appended a brief biography 
of FELP and a che ck-list of his  pub
l i cat i ons . The lat t e r ,  though tho
rough , is not complete ,  and reade rs 
of � may care to be reminded that , 
bes ides his a r t i c le on Kings ley ' s  
Wat e r  Babies in the last issue ( which 
appea red too late for document ation 
here ) ,  a vin t age spee ch (or  perhaps 
revised ve rs i on )  by FELP , origi nally 
given at an RSVP banquet ,  appeared i n  
the s evente e nth i ssue (March 1976 ) .  

W . J .  Kei th 
Universi ty of Toronto 

* * * 

Donald Read . Peel  and the Victorians . 
Oxford : Bas i l  Blackwe l l , 198 7. 

One might  wonder whethe r there was 
need for a 300-page s tudy of Peel 
covering the years 1 834-50 i n  addi
tion to  the se cond volume ( 19 72) of 
Profes sor Gash ' s  superb bi ography 
cove ring those years and more recent-
ly the one-vo lume abridgement of the 
whole  biography . Professor  Read meets  
the  point in his  preface , paying a 
warm tribute  to Gas h ' s  work and add
i ng that he has given f ew speci f i c  
references t o  i t  "only because i ts 
continuous relevance has been t aken 
for granted . "  His jus t if i cation for  
his new book is  not that he has f ound 
any short comi ngs in Gash ' s  int e rpre
tation but rather that he has t aken a 
dif f e rent , i ndeed he cal ls i t  a "no
vel , "  approach,  and this i ndeed i s  
the case .  Inevi t ably there i s  a f a i r  
amount o f  ove r l apping i n  the narra-
t ive of events  which Read presents 
much more bri e f ly , but his account is  
also based  on a wide range of  origi-
nal s ource s ,  and his quotat i ons from 
them generally avoi d  repea t i ng what 
Gash has already quot e d .  The fact i s  
that the sources are s o  rich i n  the 
papers of Pee l  and the colleagues 
with whom he was in clos e tou ch ( I  
speak f rom expe rience ) that Gash or 
any his torian using them i s  forced to 
be h i ghly select i.ve , e s pe c i a l ly in 
the ma t t e r  of quo t at ion.  Thus Read 
goes ove r the s ame ground , but wi th a 
dif f e rent pair  of eye s , and presents 
his  account from a different perspec
t ive and wi th different emphases . 
Moreover ,  he is not att empt i ng ano-
ther biography but rather re-exami n
i ng Peel ' s  career  from the t ime of 
his f irs t ministry i n  1 834/5 in terms 
of his relationship to his cont empo
rari es--t he early Victorians . He has 
made good use of many of the manu-
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script sources used �y Gash and 
rather more of newspaper sources as a 
means of assessing publi c  opi nion , 
recognizing that newspape rs helped 
both to  IlSke and to ref lect pub l i c  
opi nion. Indeed , h e  t e l ls u s  that his 



first book, Press and People, 1790-
1850 (1961), drew his attention to 
�mellowing opinion _towards Peel in 
the crisis of the 1840s. Since he is 
not attempting a full biographical 
approach he is able to spread himself 
at greater length and in more detail 
in some areas than Gash could. 

Peel and the Victorians is divided 
into eight chapters, varying widely 
in length, the first a long introduc-
tion of 62 pages divided into eleven 
sections. It sketches in the econo
mic, social and political background 
of England in the 1830s and is fol
lowed by separate sections on public 
opinion, Peel's ability as a public 
speaker, the range of his speeches, 

·the reporting of them, newspapers and 
periodicals of the day, their content 
and the attention Peel paid to them, 
and finally a brief section on con
temporary cartoons. The sections on 
the press and the reporting of Peel's 
speeches are of particular interest. 
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Read devotes a .long chapter to Peel's 
ministry of 1841 up to the end of 
1845. Not being responsible for a 
detailed account of the events (which 
the reader can find in Gash), he has 
room for some illuminating quotations 
illustrating its history and for the 
opportunity to develop his own obser
vations. For instance, he quotes from 
a letter to Arbuthnot concerning the 
burdens of his office in which Peel 
complains that in addition to all the 
other duties he has mentioned he has 
"to see all whom he ought to see"; 
"to write with his own Hand to every 
person of note who chooses to write 
to him"; "to be prepared for every 
debate"; and "to sit in the House of 
Commons eight hours a day for 110 
days" (99)! On the Prime Minister' s· 
relations with his colleagues and his 
followers he pertinently remarks that 
"if Peel gave too little attention to 
his backbenchers, he su pervised his 
colleagues almost too much" ( 9 9). He 
devotes two pages (108-10) to a meet
ing Peel had with a delegation of 
working men on 28 October 1841 which 
was fully reported in The Times and 
the Northern Star and referred to by 

Russell in the Commons as a "somewhat 
theatrical interview." (Gash could 
afford only three sentences for the 
incident.) Likewise he gives more 
attention to the Maynooth Act ( 136-
45) than does Gash because of the 
amount of space that he devotes to 
press opinion. 

Read's chapter, "Repeal of the Corn 
Laws, .. is the longest in the book 
running to 82 pages (compared with 6i 
on the subject in Gash's account). 

The greater part of Read's chapter 
however, deals with press opinion o� 
the subject and with evidence of the 
great increase in Peel's popularity 
out of doors as a result of his tak
ing u p  the cause of "cheap bread." A 

further chapter, entitled "Peel in 
Retirement,' discusses Peel's inter-
est in art and science and less ef
fectively his affinity with men of 
letters, in particular Carlyle, Dick-
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ens, Thackeray and Tennyson, with all 
of whom his connection appears to 
have been quite lim! ted. Read also 
taps what he calls the "little used 
'general correspondence'" in the Peel 
Papers, which contains letters from a 
very wide range of people, many total 
strangers. From this collection he 
cites a variety of intriguing letters 
from humble people, discussing their 
grievances, seeking assistance -or 
merely paying their respects. Some of 
Peel's responses are chilling, others 
compassionate, depending on his as
s_essment of_ the case. 

A short chapter on the death of Peel _ 
reports in detail on the deep reac
tion to it of the London and provin
cial press. Liberal and Radical jour
nals, as well as the independent 
Times were generally sympathetic, 
some _strongly-· so, but Conservative 
papers were more guarded, one or two 
still bitter. One of the fullest and 
most thoughtful assessments was that 
of the Nonconformist. "The Whigs," it 
declared, "are like the servant in 
the parable, who said 'I go, sir', 
but went not--Peel resembled him who 
refused, but afterwards repented,- and 
went" (295). Stronger feelings, we 
are told, were expressed throughout 
the country in a flood of poems and 
sermons! 

A further chapter, entitled "The 
Victorians and Peel: c. 1850-1900," 
goes well beyond the scope of Gash's 
biography. It tells a touching story 
of a fund for a Working Men ' s Memori
al in honour of Peel, collected 

"chiefly in penny subscriptions" from 

3504 towns and villages, plus about 
250,000 individual subscribers. A 

Central Committee under the chairman
ship of Joseph Hume paid for the cost 
of distributing four or five thousand 
circulars to promote the fund, which 

eventually amounted to £1737. The 
Memorial took the form of the annual 
purchase from the interest on the 
capital raised of books "sui table to 
the working classes," each stamped in 

remembrance of Peel's gift of "un
taxed bread," with copies given to 
public libraries, mechanics' insti
tutes or reading rooms open to the 
working classes. This continued until 
1947, when the annual income was 
turned over to the "the adult-class 
department of the National Central 
Library" (289-94). The Working Men's 
Memorial was undoubtedly unique, but 
the most widespread tribute paid to 
Peel was made in the form of statues 
subscribed to by all classes, espe
cially in the largest towns or cities 
(London, Liverpool, Manchester, Bir
mingham, Leeds, Bradford, and Glas
gow), but also in smaller places. such 
as Blackburn, Bury, Huddersfield,. 
Preston, Salford and, of course, Tam
worth. At Lord John Russell's sugges
tion a life-size statue was erected 
in Westminster Abbey of Peel address
ing the House of Commons clad in a 
Roman toga, while close friends paid. 
for a bronze statue twice melted down 
until a third attempt was deemed 
acceptable and erected in Parliament 
Square. "Not only large statues," our 
author tells us, "but small busts, 
engravings, medals and other items 
for display at home became part of 
the business of remembering Sir Ro
bert Peel" (301). Indeed, one enter-
prising Nottingham merchant adver
tised the giving away free of the 
late Sir Robert Peel "Obituary Medal" 
to every purchaser on 12 July 1850! 
Most of the memorials had little to 
do with the greater part of Peel's 
career and not many of them would 
have appeared if he had died before . 
1846. For the most part they had been 
commissioned in memory of the man who 
had repealed the corn laws and who in 
the last years of his life appeared 
to stand head and shoulders over all 
his contemporaries. 

In a short concluding chapter Profes
sor Read asserts that in this book he 
had "set out to break new ground by 
looking less at the content of Peel·' s 
policies and more at his presentation 
of them within the new political 
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si tuation . " He also claims that at 
the s ame t ime the book "had traced 
the developing response of the Vic-
torian press and public t o  that pre
s ent at ion" ( 3 1 3) .  On the whole these 
claims would seem to be j us t i f i ed ,  
but i t  might be added that the author 
has used the book as a vehicle for 
publishi ng a great deal of Peel memo
rabilia  that he has dug up in his 
wide research that wi l l  be of inte
res t t o  reade rs in  the f i e l d .  As a 
result , howeve r ,  the book is rather 
loos e ly knit and may be seen rather 
as a collect ion of essays on va rious 
aspects of Peel ' s  caree r in the early 
Victorian years of his life . I t  is a 
curi ous book , but one that s tudents 
of  Vict orian polit ical his tory should 
not neglect  t o  read , a l though there 
are unlikely to be many private pur-
chasers he re at  the abs urd  Canadian 
price of $87 . 50 for 3 30 pages . At 
little ext ra cost the publishe rs 
might have allowed the author to use 
the ten blank pages at the end for a 
bibli ography of the wi de range of 
book s ,  article s , manus cript sources , 
newspapers and periodi cals appearing 
in  the footnotes . 

J. B .  Conache r 
Unive rs ity of Toront o 

* * * 

Hugh Cortaz z i .  Victorians in  Japan : 
In and Around the Treaty Ports .  Lon
don and At lanti c  Highlands , NJ : The 
Athlone Pres s ,  1987.  

Apart f rom a t i ny Dut ch presence , 
maintained throughout th'e two previ
·ous centuries , Japan remai ned unt il  
the 1 850s effect ively s e aled off  from 
contact with Europe and North Ame ri-
ca--hence isolated f rom the indus tri
a l  revolut i on and  its  productive and 
comme r cial c ons equences .  At that 
point f i rs t  the Ame ricans and then 
the British and Russians used the 
direct or implicit  threat of supe rior  
military powe r to conc lude a series 
of treati es whi ch gave them access to 
specific  Japanese . harbours , initially 

for purposes of repair and revi ctual
ling (matters of part i cular conce rn 
to the whaling fleets  already operat-
ing off the Japanese coas t s ) but 
short ly afterwards for the develop
ment of t rade and the es t ablishment 
of consular repres ent ation.  The so
called " t reaty ports "--principally 
Nagasaki and Hakodat e in the first  
ins t ance--became almost immedi at e ly 
the locat ion of mutually surprising ,  
entertaining , and somet imes dis turb
ing encount ers between the Japanes e 
and an eve r-increas i ng number of fo
reign arrivals , among them the nume-
rous Brit ish t ravellers whose impres
s ions are recorde d  in this lively and 
at t ract ive anthology . 
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That term "travel lers" perhaps tends 
to obs cure the sheer va riety of those 
anthologized and of the occasions 



whi ch brought them to Japan in  the 
f i rs t  place . Sailors , t rade r s ,  and 
foot loose adventure rs are j uxt aposed 
(if  only in these pages ) with diplo
mat s ,  authors (notably Rudya rd Ki p
ling ) ,  and middle- and uppe r-c lass 
lad i es --s ome accompanying thei r  hus
bands on profe s s i onal as s ignment s ,  
othe rs voyaging int repidly alone--and 
it  is astonishing how l i t t le t ime i t  
took for the European and Ame ri can 
presence to be e s t ablishe d ,  how 
rap idly the "unknown" became vi s it
able and at least exte rnally fami l
i a r .  That i t  did not , and has not , 
become genui nely knowable was largely 
a cons equence of the ba rri e r  of lan
guage--overcome i n  Vi ctorian t imes 
only by such lingu i s ts and scholars 
as Erne s t  Satow and Bas i l  Hal l  Cham
be rlain  (both qui t e  wel l  rep resent ed 
here )--and the re a re s eve ral ext racts 
whi ch sugge s t  that many Bri tish vi s i
tors never  got past the point of see
i ng the s ign-bu rdened complexi t i es of  
Japanese life in  te rms of the some
t imes quaint , somet imes barbari c ,  but 
in any case essent i a l ly chi l dish ab
surdi t ies to be expe cted of "natives" 
eve rywhe re . Fascination and outrage 
a re aroused , of t en s imul t aneously , by 
the Japanese  acceptance of public  
nud i ty and i ns t itutional i zed  pros ti-
tut i on ,  and a certain amount of un
comprehending c r i t i ci sm is of course 
d i re cted at the local cui s ine : "No-
thing short of actual s t arva t i on 
would induce a European to face the 
f o rbi dding nat ive food , "  wrote a 
Maj or Hen ry Knol lys in  the 1 880s , and 
Al be rt Tracy , autho r  of Rambles 
through Japan without a Guide, re com
mended the intend i ng t rave ller to lay 
in a plent iful supply of Liebig ' s  
Extract o f  Beef . As in  other part s of 
the world  t ou che d ,  however briefly , 
by the red imp e r i al t ide , early at
telq)tS were made  to introduce such 
reassuringly f ami liar i ns t i tutions as 
the c lub,  horse-racing,  and hunti ng 
with hounds , although the las t s oon 
proved unsuitable to a countrys ide 
largely given over to the growing of 
rice.  

Those heavi ly anecdotal features 
whi ch make Victorians in Japan so 
generally enjoyable are at  the same 
t i me  s igni f i cant i nd i cators of i t s  
documentary and other limi tations . 
The compiler  provides a useful his to
rical  background at the begi nning of 
the volume and bri ef contextualizing 
comme nt a ri es throughou t ,  but he of 
fers f ew as sessments of the a ccuracy 
or i nt e rpretat ive validity of the 
observat i ons quot ed and provides 
little  or no i nformat ion about thei r 
aut hors , mos t of whom are enti rely 
obs cure . Such omi ss ions are perhaps 
j u s t i f i able or at any rate unsurpris
ing i n  what is essent i al ly an antho
logy des igned for a fai rly gene ral  
reade rship , but it  does s eem regret
t able that no page-refe rences should 
have been  suppli ed and that in some 
i ns t ances no bibliograph i cal i nforma
t ion whatsoever is given beyond a 
bare citation of author a nd t i t le. 

But if  this is  a work a imed rathe r a t  
the amusement than a t  the ins t ruction 
of i t s  reade r s ,  i t  does cons t i tute an 
effect ive remi nde r of a bri ef bu t 
poignant phase in the relat i onship  
between Brit ain and Japan and a per
haps dis turbing index of the rela
t ively little  change whi ch seems sub-
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s equent ly to have occurred in the 
fundamental t erms of the cultural 
interacti on between  Japan and the 
''Wes t. " Mos t remarkably and att rac
t ively of all ,  it vividly demon
s trates  the extraordinarily high 
s t an dard of descr ipt ive prose that 
s e ems to have been  read i ly achi evable 
by the mos t  "ordinary" of educated 
Victorians --and even by some who can 
scarcely have received a formal edu
cation at all.  

Michael  Killgat e 
Univera ity of Toronto 

• • * 



Mart i n  Crawford. The Anglo-American 
Cris i s  of the Mi d-Nineteenth Centur; : 
THE TIMES and Ameri ca, !Sso-186 • 

Athens and London : Unive rs i ty of 
Georgia Press , 1 98 7. 

Pres ident Abraham Lincoln said i n  
Septembe r 1 86 1 : "The Times is  the 
mos t  powe rful thing in the wo rld , ex
cept perhaps the Mississ ippi." That 
s ame month , a lead editorial in The 
Times ref lect e d  British d i s i l lusion
ment at the breakdown of the Ame rican 
uni on. "Nothi ng is  plaine r  in this 
war , "  said the edi torial , "than that 
Northe rne rs and Southerners have no 
more feelings in common than Ge rmans 
and Magyars . "  Given the seriousness 
with whi ch the paper  was read , and 
the as sumption of its  s emi-of f i ci a l  
s t atus , such s tatements we re dis-
heartening t o  Lincoln , for they sug
gested a Bri t ish view of Ame ri cans as 
irrespons ible , unst able and l a cking 
the quali ties of deve lop i ng nation
hood. What matt e rs here , howeve r ,  is 
the cent ral pos i t ion of The Times as 
a ref lection not only of attitudes at 
Printing House Square bu t of wider 
British opi nion that reached even 
i nto the halls of Wes tmi nste r. 

The quot ation f rom Lincoln i s  not i n  
this book but the author i s  certainly 
awa re of its  presence i n  the olde r ,  
n ow ve ry dated biography of The 
Times ' editor , John Delane , by Art� 
Dasent . It is the chi ef s t re ngth of 
Crawford ' s  approach that he keeps his 
s tudy and ref l e ct i on in tune wi th the 
latest s cholarship in the his torio
graphy of Ango-Ame rican relat i ons for 
the mid-n i neteenth century. It was a 
time ma rked i n  Britain by the ascend
ancy of Palmers ton and the Whig-
Libe ral alliance , when British fo
reign pol i cy was faced with other i n
ternational issues such as the Rus 
s ian challenge i n  the eas tern Medi 
terranean , Italian uni fi cation , pos
s ible bel lige rence from the French 
Second Emp i re ,  and Pruss ian emergence 
in the S chleswig-Holstein  dis pute , 
together with the growing burden of 

expenditures to meet changi ng techno
logi es in naval defence. None of 
these issues , however ,  pos ed ques
tions so s i gni f i cant as those of An
glo-Ame ri can relat ions , part icularly 
through the f i ve yea rs of bloody 
civi l war that would  change the 
s t ructure of power and pol i cy on the 
North Ame rican continent.  

Crawford ' s  argument throughout this 
s tudy is  that during the ante-be l lum 
decade The Times s aw no bases for 
serious poli cy diffe rences be tween 
the two countri es. Bri t ain and the 
Unit ed States we re able to resolve 
al l disputes and to reduce tens i ons 
because of cert ain assumptions whi ch 
the two count ries shared--assumptions 
derived from history and culture as 
wel l  as national inte rest. The civi l 
war became an int e r ruption in this 
inte rp retation. At the bas is of good 
relations were shared notions of 
progress and race.  The progress was 
materi a l , assessed by The Times i n  
terms o f  "peaceful i ndustry" and 
"weighed enterpris e , "  a combination 
which brought advantages not only to 
Americans but to  the i nte rest of the 
Bri t ish state  and of mankind in gen
eral .  The British were supe ri o r , a 
di rect product and the highes t repre-
sent at ives of the Anglo-Saxon race.  
They had a ch i eve d ,  pa rtly through 
racial qualit i e s , a n  advanced s t age 
of i ndustrial deve lopment , symbolized 
by the i r  willingness  to  abandon the 
economic protect ion of historic me r-
canti li sm and to compet e  within the 
uncertain fluctat ions of a f ree
ma rket economy. The Ame ricans , par-
ticularly those of the North ,  had be
trayed this cultural and racial i nhe
ri tance by pass i ng the Morril l Act , 
the f irst of a series of protect i ve 
tariffs  that would cont inue to the 
end of the nineteenth century and 
beyond. 

The achievement of free t rade un
doubtedly added confi dence to Brit ish 
views of pol icy and events across the 
At lantic ,  but the views dis cussed i n  
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this book are e s s ent i a l ly those of 
The Time s ,  and Crawford has to con
nect the pape r  and i t s  edi tor  not 
simply wi th pol i t i cal pa rtisanship 
but with  Palme rs ton as prime minis ter 
in orde r to j us t ify his concent rati on 
on this one newspaper "as a mi rror of 
Bri tish governing-class a t t i tudes." 
He does so with an admi rable and ri
gorous exploration of s ources , d r aw
i ng on the Palme rs ton Pape rs for this 
q uot ation in a letter  f r om Delane to 
Palme rs ton in  18 59 : "Please remembe r 
that I am always at y our s e rvi c e ,  and 
wi l l  wait  on you at any time or place 
i f  you have anything to communicate 
w i t hou t inf l i ct i ng on you the t rouble 
of writing a lette r . " 

The book lacks a c onceptual s cheme on 
the relat i on be tween the print media 
and the a ctual making of pol i cy .  Its  
a rgument is  also some t imes laboured , 
la cking embodiment in  people except 
f o r  two of the pape r ' s  correspondents 
in Ame rica.  But it f i ts ni cely i nto 
the histori ography of  Anglo-Ame ri can 
re l a t i on s ,  f i l l i ng a ni che and com
plement i ng the large r works of Brian 
Jenkins on Bri tain  and the War for 
the Union , of D . P .  Crook on The 
North, the South and the Powe r s ,  and 
of R. C. Allen's His tory of Anglo-
Amer i c an Relations . 

* * *  

Albert Tucke r 
Glendon Col lege 
York Univers ity 

Alexand e r  We lsh. From Copfritht to 
Coppe rfiel d : The Identity o D cke ns . 
Cambridge : Harvard Unive rs i ty Pres s ,  
1 987.  

Ever since Edmund Wilson ' s  influen
tial essay on Di ckens , "The Two 
Scrooges , "  s tudents of Di ckens have 
been s chooled to see the few months 
that the twelve-year-old Di ckens 
spent at the Warren ' s  Blacking ware-
house as the crucial traumatic inci
dent in the noveli s t ' s  life . In this 
new cri t i cal book , which he terms a 
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"biographical  and l i t e ra ry essay , "  
Alexander We lsh--who has wri tten  p re
viously on Di ckens in  The City of 
Dickens--att empts  to shift the bio
graphical focus e l s ewhe re by of f e ri ng 
a revis ionist interpret at i on of 
Di ckens ' biography and of how that 
biography re lates to the f i ct i on .  

We lsh a rgues that the accepted crit i 
ca l s t ress on the blacking warehouse  
is  mi splaced , s ince i t  ove remphas izes 
the import ance of the nove l i s t ' s  
chi ldhood and unde rplays the bi ogra
phical impact of his later  years . In-
s tead , Welsh proposes that biographi
cal at tent i on migh t more productively 
be shifted  f rom Di ckens ' f o rmat i ve 
years to his ma ture developme nt , f rom 
the actual t ime at the black i ng ware
house to the t ime when Dickens , then 
in  his  thi rt ies , chose to reveal the 
memory of i t s  occu r rence to Fors ter  
in the biograph i cal f ragmment that 
preceded the wri t i ng of David Copper
field. 

Welsh does not deny the impa ct of the 
blacking warehouse on Dickens : he 
a cknow ledges that many aspects of 
Di ckens ' f ict ion are att ribu t able to 
i t , among them the s train of self
pi ty i n  the novels as we l l  as the i r  
"darke r ," more aggres s ive s id e .  Bu t 
he argues that Dickens ' e laboration 
of his childhood memo ri es and his 
s i tuat ing of the t r auma t i c  incident 
is too convenient and fai ry-t ale
like. The epi sode was recal led at a 
t ime when i t  did the mature Di ckens 
credi t ,  by implying that despite  the 
horrors and hardships of hi s  chi l d
hood he had made a succes s of his  
life. Therefore 1 ts  real importance 
lies in its  mythologi cal impli cat i ons 
fo r Di ckens ' adulthood , and this  i s  
the field of inquiry that Welsh p ro
poses to pursue by looking at the 
events in Dickens ' life after the 
great outburs t of creat ivi ty in his 
twent ies . This period of creat ive 
exube rance , according to Welsh ,  cul 
minated in the publi cat ion of Barnaby 
Rudge. 



Borrowing a t e rm f rom E rik Erikson , 
Welsh argues that Di ckens experienced 
a "moratorium" in his ca reer af t e r  
the completion of Barnaby Rudge , 
which was accompanied by an acute  
rest lessness that led  him f i rst t o  
Ame rica and lat er  to Swi tze rland and 
Italy. 

Welsh ' s  hypothesis is that the iden
t i ty crisis  that launched Dickens on 
his bout of s e lf-examinat i on was pro
voked by the copyright controversy 
that occurred during his t rip to the 
Uni ted S t at es . At dinners given i n  
his honour in  Bos t on and Hartford , 
Di ckens a rgued forcefully in favour 
of an inte rnati onal copyright.  The 
hos tile react ion that greeted his 
rema rks in the Ame ri can pres s ,  whe re 
his argument was cons t rued as hypo-

critical and his mot ives att acked as 
self-servi ng , forced him into a 
psychologi cal retreat. Or , i n  Welsh ' s  
words : "Di ckens was outwardly angry 
and pe rhaps inwa rdly cons cience
s t ri cken ; his whole response to the 
Ame rican vi s i t  was not me rely one of 
disappointment , but as if he had been 
thwarted somehow . " Welsh argues that 
this adventure into cont rove rsy o c
curred during a t ime in  his art i s tic 
deve lopment when Dickens ' sense of 
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himself as a wri t e r  had be come unce r
tain.  He of fers evidence for this 
s tat e of art i s tic unease by quo t i ng a 
letter  in whi ch Di ckens seems to be 
soli ci ting wo rk as a public servant , 
an  educator , o r  a criminologi s t .  

In orde r  to make this a rgument f o r  a 
revised unders tandi ng of Dickens ' 



bi ography , Welsh  approp ri a t es E rik
s on ' s  vi ew of human deve l opment , 
which sees ident ity as t aking shape 
in response to a series  of s t ages 
through which the individual mus t  
pass , and h e  dis cards the mo re t radi
t ional Freud i an emphasis on t r aumas 
that oc cur in chi ldhood .  Fol l owing 
Erikson , Welsh  argues that a period 
of ma rking t ime is common for males 
in their twenties and ea rly thirt ies .  
In the ninet eenth century this pe riod 
of l i f e  was conne cted with  a j ou rney 
abroad . Di ckens ' going to Ame rica at 
the age of thirty cor res ponds to this 
s t age of deve lopment . 

By looking at  the nove ls that Di ckens 
wrote during this pe ri od--Martin 
Chuzzl ewi t ,  Dombey and Son, David 
Copperfield--Welsh a t t empt s  t o  find 
evidence for his c ontent ion that 
ques t i ons of personal and art i s t i c  
identi ty we re Di ckens ' prima ry con-
c e rn at this point , and t hat each of 
the three nove ls wres tles wi th these 
ques t i ons in a different way . Thus, 
Di ckens ' quest for ident i ty is por
t rayed as a radi cal di spe rsal of the 
s e lf into s eve ral characte rs i n  Mar
tin Chuzzlew i t , which in turns cal ls 
forth an answe r i ng unif i cation in 
Dombey and Son , and culminates in an 
int egrated se lf-portrait in the f i c
t i onalized autobi ography David Cop
perfiel d .  

Anc i l lary t o  Welsh ' s  revi s i onist pur
poses is his wis h  to point out the 
literary antecedents of these nove ls . 
Di ckens was such a brilliant sat i r i s t  
and parodist that the degree to whi ch 
he shaped his fict ion along lines 
suggested by earlier l i t e ra ry mode ls 
is of ten ignore d .  Welsh sees Tartuffe 
and Paradise Lost as the i nspi rations 
benind Martin Chuzzlewi t ,  and �Ing 
� as s tanding behind Dombey. g-
nifican t ly , he argues that David Cop
perf ield, because it is intended as 
an autobi ography , owes less to liter-
a ry ante cede nt s .  

Welsh ' s  dis cus s i on o f  David Copper-

field i s  part i cula rly int riguing. He 
argues that the reve lat ion of the 
meQory of the Warre n ' s  Bla cking wa re-
house at this par t i cular t ime in his 
life occurred in answe r to a need 
that Di ckens felt  to j us t ify his rise 
in the wo rld . The return to  a child
hood trauma se rved to  j us t i fy adu l t  
ambi tion ,  and t h i s  argument suggests  
another way of  looking at  Di ckens ' 
f requent use of child  figures i n  his 
fi ction.  "Both the imput ation Qf 
general pass ivi ty and the di splace
ment  of conf lict  to  chil dhood worked 
we l l  for men of that era, whether  
they were nove lists of  genius ,  f ound
ers of psychoanalysis , or  far more 
commonplace individua ls , "  Welsh 
wri t es. This  in turn sugges t s  an 
int riguing explanat ion for the nine
teenth century ' s  int e l le ctual and 
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cul t ural preoccupat ion wi th ch il dhoo d 
as both an idealized and a s emi nal 
s t age of human deve lopment . 

By analyzing the t hree novels that  
Dickens wrote  af t e r  Barnaby Rudge in 
the l ight of the c rucial events of 
Dickens ' e a rly maturi ty , Welsh  fresh
ly il luminates some of the complexi -
t i es of Dickens ' fict ion. At the same 
t ime the revisionist approach a l l ows 
Welsh to touch upon broader  q ues t ions 
of mal e  Victorian psychology a nd to  
sugges t ways i n  which individual psy
chology was reflected in Victorian 
cul ture as a whole. 

Go l di e  Morgenta l e r  
Graduate S tudent 
McGi l l  Unive rs i ty 

* * * 



Norman Page . Speech in the English 
Novel .  2nd ed . New Jers ey : Humani t i es 
Press , 1 988. 

If men have a mighty language of 
speech , and i f ,  by a natural sen
s ibi l i ty , or  by inheri ted pride , 
their  minds cleave to i t  with a 
s trong associ ation , --then he whose 
art frames i t s  works in speech , 
mus t ,  for the i r  s akes , with ear
nest s tudy and reve rend obs e rvan
cy , gather the force of thei r 
speech,  that when he uses i t ,  he 
may command the i r  mi nds . 

I culled this quotation from a B lack
wood ' s  article of April 18 19 , "On the 
Study of Language , as Ess ent ial to  
the  Study of Lite rature . "  That arti
c le is  an early indi cator , though not 
at all the f i rs t ,  that the growth of 
the readi ng publi c  and of publi shing 
to feed i ts appet i t e ,  especially for 
f iction ,  would  be att ended by a grow
i ng int e rest on the part of wri t e rs 
and cri t i cs in pertinent theori es and 
te chniques of language . This pa rt i cu
lar art i cle concludes that poe t ry i s  
more di rec t ly affected than p ros e ,  
s ince prose i s  s t i l l  mainly read as 
"sci ence , "  for i t s  factual conten t .  
Yet S cott was already into h i s  Wave r-
ley nove ls , and in his Lives of the 
Novelists  ( 1 82 1 )  was  to draw atten
t i on to t echnique , not ably in the 
life of Fielding , whe re he discusses 
how a novelist  mus t  adapt dia logue 
f rom the methods of drama to the 
needs of f i ction.  

It is not then surprising that Norman 
Page ' s  Speech in the Engl ish Novel 
devotes much of i ts attent ion to the 
nine teenth century . When the book was 
f i rs t  published in 1 973  i t  provided a 
focussed di scuss ion of i t s  subj ect , 
creating a cohes ive and c learly pre
eented overview that was solidly 
based on i l lus t rat i on and analysis .  
Its  value was quickly recognised ; i t s  
republication is t o  be wel c omed.  The 
preface to  this new edition points 
out that it  is revi s ed in points of 

detai l , wi th new examples and updated 
reference sour ce s .  Changes in detail 
and example  are in  fact few , and may 
be mentioned before the book in gen
eral is discussed.  Four pages of 
"di s cussion material , "  i . e . , relevant 
language comment s about or from writ
e rs ,  have been dropped.  They added 
little , and thei r  space has been used 
to amplify a f ew paragraphs with more 
recent reference or example .  Biblio
graphies for each chapter  are updat-
ed . But on the whole the re is  li ttle  
change ; owners of  the  19 7 3  ve rs ion 
need not discard i t  for the new , im
proved ve rsion--unless the t ime has 
come to replace a wel l-used copy . 

A new edi t ion could  have been expand
ed to dis cuss recent cri t i cal and 
linguistic  t rends , or to deal w i th 
our , or rathe r soci ety ' s ,  changing 
speech habi t s .  But 1 5  ye ars is not 
all that long , even for the s peed of 
change we are becoming a c cus tomed t o ,  
and there i s  the prove rbi al warning 
agains t  f ixing something that isn ' t  
broken .  The book as we have i t  does 
its work clearly , compact ly and wi th
out lengthy excursi ons into j a rgon o r  
digress ive linguis t ic theori es ; it  
remains a sound introduction to a 
complex aspect of the art of fict ion. 

Of the six chap t e rs , the f i rs t ,  "Pre
liminary Consi derat i ons , "  surveys the 
types of problem faced by a writer 
who uses or indicates dialogue , and 
practi ce ranging f rom Defoe to Muriel  
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Spark. Matters such as the impact on 
the reader and the vi ew of the novel 
as a "mirror of society" are also 
mentioned. This is followed by a 
chapter on methods of s pe e ch presen
tation , two chapters on speech and 
character , of which one ( the longe s t  
in the book ) deals with dialect and 
the other with idiolec t .  The f inal 
two chapters are case e tudies , one 
covering a number of eaaes and the 
las t  zeroing in on Dickens . It should  
be clear that Professor Page ' s  inte
rest lies in narrative techniques and 
the types of adaptation deployed to 
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capture the range of s pe e ch effec
tive ly and--according to need or 
art i s tic i nt ent--realis tical ly. His 
approach is  that of the lite rary 
critic  and historian rather than that 
of the l i nguistic  theori s t .  The open
ing chapters do , howeve r ,  provi de a 
theory bas e ,  with the mi nimum of j a r
gon , for analyzing and evaluat ing 
this e lement in  a nove li s t ' s  t ech
nique . He does not move into appl i ed 
linguis t i cs and styli s t i cs , though 
initial sources are indi cated , mainly 
in the bibli ographies to  Chapters  1 
and 2 .  I offer  one cave a t .  Stylis tics 
has l ong re cognised that indi rect 
f ree speech has to be added to the 
origina l ,  simple , formal dist inction 
between direct and i ndirect speech .  
Professor Page tabulates e i ght var i a
t ions within this t ripart i t e  divi-
sion , offe ring grammati cal and lexi
cal ma rke rs for each type . He not es 
that even this e l aboration ove rsim
plif ies "the infini te va ri ety of 
examples to be a ctual ly encounte red" 
( 37 ) .  It does indee d ,  nor is  it  easy , 
with precision,  to re late the commen
t a ry and examples leading up to the 
t able to the types t abulat ed.  It 
would probably be les s  confusing and 
more accurate to s t ay with the tri
part i t e  divi s ion and then to not e  how 
the range of variation can be created 
as nece s sary--and avoid such terms as 
" ' pa ra l l e l ' indi rect"  and " ' coloured ' 
i ndi rect . "  

Professor Page touches on some of the 
influences affect i ng attitudes to 
speech and social s tatus , espe cially 
when dealing with dialects and idio
lects in  Vi ctorian fiction .  He s tops 
ehort of exami ning or explaining in 
any det ai l  the causes behind such 
ehifts in  att itude s , or the a ccept
ance of "realism" in dealing with 
eocial s tatus and its speech habi t s .  
But profound social and technological 
changes in  the period we re dist urbing 
language patterns whi ch had been 
based on s t able language communities , 
whether of class or locali t y  or edu
cation. Nove l i s ts. in turn reflected 

these changes and accustomed the 
growing reading public to accept 
them. Take as one i ns t ance the way 
that a character ' s  st atus can affect 
the mode of speech .  Page gives the 
example of Joe Garge ry in Great Ex
pectations , whose idiolect gr ows less 
marked (as  dialect and uneducated ) 
and less  "comi c" as he grows in  dig
nity in the scenes whe re his moral 
s tature is emphas ized . (Ye t  Joe does 
reve rt to broade r s pe e ch again.  Why ? 
and to  what effect ? )  A social paral
lel is the changi ng concept of the 
"gent leman" that colours the rela
tionship between Pip and Joe and is a 
maj or theme of the nove l , and of many 
novels  of the period . Jane Eyre re-
flects on s t atus when she rej ects  the 
idea of moving to a poo r ,  though 
kind , home : "and then to learn to  
speak like them , to adopt their  man
ners , to be uneducated • • • n o ,  I was 
not heroic enough to purchase libe rty 
at the price of cas t e . " E l i zabeth 
Gaske ll ,  George E liot , Charles  Kings
ley , Kip l i ng ,  Hardy ( one notes his 
dubious att empt to  show Tess  as an 
ea rly model  for diglos s i a )  a re among 
those who accepted a shift in the 
s t atus level of hero and he roi ne .  

Social change is a cons tant in  varia
tions in language usage . A new edi
tion of the book might have noted 
such ma t t e rs as permi s s i veness and 
four-letter  words ; the i nt e rnat ion
alization of Commonwealth literatures 
and thei r Englishes ; the exponent ial 
growth of TV t rans atlanti c  programme 
exchanges ; even the use of tape re
corde rs and the power ,  in  every 
sens e , of the ghetto blas t er and the 
voices and lyri cs it blast s .  But 
these may be too close for evalua-
tion. The p rinciples that direct the 
ways in whi ch na rrative fict ion en
capsulat es and presents in print the 
spoken forms of language are the con
cern of Profesaor Page , and his 
s econd edi tion retains its  value both 
for its look at the past and as a 
guide for examining the present . It 
should have a useful further span of 
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l i f e  unt i l  the next new and improved 
edi tion appears . 

Edgar Wright 
Laurent ian Unive rs i ty 

* * * 

Stanley Weint raub. Vi ctoria : An Int i 
mate Biography. New York: Dut ton , 
1 98 7 .  

Stanley Weint raub ' s  mass ive biography 
of Queen Victoria paint s a de t ailed 
and critical portrait of the legend
a ry figure who was at once the mos t  
and least wel l-known , and typical and 
untypical , of Victori ans . Based on an 
exhau s tive study of sources that have 
surfaced in the quarter century since 
the publi cation of the las t ful l
l ength biography--such as the dia
ries , j ourna l s ,  and le tters of rela
t ives , confidant s ,  and acquaint ances 
--it makes a revisionis t  case for the 
queen as a complex and contradi ctory 
individual who was self-indulgent , 
shal l ow and insens i t ive , and a lot 
less "good" than she and earlier bio
graphe rs liked to beli eve . Wi th this 
reviewe r ,  however ,  readers may feel a 
c e rt ain i rrat i onal res entment at 
Weint raub ' s  candid demythologizing of 
an idol , even as they are convinced 
of its neces s i ty and of the p robabil
i ty that many of  the autho r ' s  charges 
a re valid.  

The 643-page text is divided into  20 
chapters , the f i rs t  providing a fas
cinating ret rospect ive on the Gol den 
Jubi lee celebrations of 1 88 7 ,  and the 
others dealing chronologically with 
short periods in the queen-empres s ' s  
life from the c radle to the grave , 
and primarily from a personal rather 
than a - political perspective .  The 
figure who emerges is , perhaps above 
all , a survivo r , who despite her 
self-cent rednes s  may wel l  evoke con
s iderable sympathy in late-twentieth
century obs e rve rs .  Victoria survived 
a lonely childhood , her mothe r ' s  
machinations , nine pregnancies , seven 
assassinati on att empts , the s t reak of 

madness  in he r fami ly , disappointment 
in the Prince of Wale s , and of c ourse 
the death of he r beloved husband and 
seve ral of her children, and of f ami
ly members almos t too nume rous to 
count . She even survived the nine-
teenth century ; and in so doi ng she 
displayed the s turdiness and indomi t
able spirit of the people  ove r  whom 
she reigned and to whom she became 
the symbol of eve rything that was 
cons ide red "great" about Vi ctorian 
Britain and the empire.  

The author ' s  treatment of  Pri nce Al
bert is  parti cularly sensi tive , as i s  
h i s  handling o f  the Crimean and Boer 
Wars and the queen ' s  genuine concern 
for the wounded during both con
flict s .  His abi l i ty to keep s t raight 
the dozens of membe rs of the extended 
royal f ami ly is mas terly.  Howeve r ,  
pe rhaps because he i s  Ame rican rather 
than British,  and thus an observe r 
not a "participant"--he i s  Profes s o r  
o f  Arts and Humanit ies at  Pennsylva
nia State Unive rs ity-�eintraub occa-
sional ly displays a lack of s e curi ty 
in handling de t ail and in gras ping 
the s i gnificance of large r  issue s .  He 
calls the Church of St. Martin-in
the-Fields St.  Martin ' s  ( 58 1 ) ;  his 
discuss ion of Glads tone ' s  final 
res ignation without so much as a men
tion of Irish Home Rule  is dif f i cu lt 
to  understand ( 545- 7 ) ;  and surely the 
twent i eth century opened on 1 January 
1 900 rathe r than 1 90 1  ( 632 ) .  Simi lar
ly , he identifies the Labou r i t es as 
"a new , third party" at the t i me of 
the Diamond Jubilee , when in fact the 
Independent Labour Party candidates 
were wiped out in the general elec
t ion of 1 895; it  and other sociali s t  
organizations were pitiably weak and 
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rapidly los ing members ; and the La
bour Representation Co..t t tee was not 
formed unt i l  1 900. In addit ion, he 
gives Queen Victoria credi t for much 
more fores ight than •he actually pos 
sessed when he c laims that she under-
s tood in 1897 that Labour represented 
"a direction in which England might 
move after she was gone" ( 586 ) .  At 



t imes Weintraub ' s  writ ing style is 
i nelegant and sens ationalis t :  for 
example , his  ident i f i cat ion of Dame 
Ethel Smyth,  the composer and suffra
gette , as a lesbian ( 542 ) s e rves no 
purpose other than to t i t i l lat e ,  for 
whethe r she was homosexual has neve r 
been est ablished and it  is  i rre levant 
to the subj e c t  under discussion .  

I f  the re is  a cert ain  supe rf iciality 
to the book , this pe rhaps befi ts i t s  
subj ect . O n  t h e  whole , as int ended , 
Weint raub has produced 11an intimate 
biography" of Queen Victoria wh ich is 
based on s ound s cholarship and pre
s en t s  probably the mos t  accurate por
t rayal of the q ueen  extant . The book 
is  ext reme ly readable and should ap
peal to specialist  and gene ral reade r 
alike . I t  is  also  essent i a l ly fai r ,  
for whi l e  i t  depicts  the queen as 
haughty , shal low , and self ish ,  i t  
a l s o  revea ls he r a s  frank and honest  
and on  occa s i on humble , shrewd , and 
selfles s .  Fina l l y ,  it a cknowledges 
that , by providing the monar chy with 
a new pu rpos e as a digni f i ed symbol 
of cont i nuity and cha ract er in a cen
tury of terrifying and incomprehens i
ble change , Victoria made a maj or 
cont ribution to he r s ucces sors , to 
the Crown , and t o  her  count ry . 

Kathleen E .  McCrone 
Univers i ty of Winds or 

* * * 

Olive Ande rs on . Sui ci de in Vict orian 
and Edwardian En'l and . Oxford : Cla
rendon Pre s s , 198 • 

Reading 4 26 pages on Victorian and 
Edwardian suicide would not seem on 
the surf ace of it a che e rful way of 
passing the t ime . Olive Anderson ' s  
approach and he r unfailing sympathy 
and common sense prove othe rwi s e .  
Coming f rom one who i s  ill  a t  ease 
with quant i t at ive history ,  this j udg-
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ment carries ext ra weight , for  the  
firs t of the book ' s  four s ections 
contains sixty pages of unremi t t ing 
numbe rs and t able s .  My f i rs t  of many 
commendat ions of Ande rson ' s  book is  
for her abi l i ty not to lose  for a 
moment he r his torian ' s  focus as she 
presents her pe rcentages and tables ; 
she neve r forge t s  that behind the 
statistics are people in f ami lies 
(mos t suicides--one of many surp ris
ing bits of informat ion in this book 
--did  not live alone ) ,  wi th homes and 
neighbours inhabit i ng towns and vil 
lages . 

Another commenda t i on goes to her  
admirable introduct o ry defence of the 
official British s tatis t ics on sui
cide , the value of which othe rs have 
ques tioned , which gives a valuable 
background , providing an as tonishing 
amount of information about the co ro
ners from whose repo rts the s t at i s -
tics came , their qualifications, 
their duties and practices , and how 
these changed over the fifty years 
from 1860 to 1 91 0. She talks about 
the influences local , topographical , 
legal , demographic and tempo ral that 
shaped thei r activities . The bas ic 
comparison is between suicides at the 
beginning and end of her period , but 
the st atis t i cs have been cons tantly 
dis sected and shuffled to al low com
parisons of gende r ,  age , geographi cal 
location ,  urban and rural , and me ans . 
Not all of the infor.ation comes from 
government s t atis tics ; several long 
runs of coroners ' repo rts have sur
vived and are relied upon heavily 
throughou t , supplemented by lite rary 



s ources , newpape r account s ,  etc .  

Many interes t i ng facts  eme rge . The 
suicide rate for England and Wales 
was never high : in 1 861-70 i t  was 99 
per million livi ng males and only 34 
for fema les ; by 1 901-10  it was up to 
1 58 and 49.  (Obvi ous ly suicides are 
not typical of the population. ) I t  
was s t a r t l i ng t o  f ind that Victorian 
and Edwa rdian men did themse lves in 
at  a much highe r  rate than women.  In 

the earlie r  period both men and women 
were aos t l ikely to end it all be
tween the ages of 55 and 6 4 ,  but in 
1901-10 women between 45 and 54 we re 
more fatally depressed than the i r  
s isters , while a t  the s ame t ime young 
women in London had almos t given up 
the practi c e .  Indeed even the London 
of the 1 860s was not the suicidal 
vil lain i t  is  usually portrayed ; that 

notori e ty statistically went to Rut 
land for men a n d  Linco lnshi re for 
women.  Further cont rary to common 
assumptions , the indus t rial no rth 
get s  a relat ive ly clean bi l l  of mor
tality.  

Rural and urba n ,  north and s outh , 
male and female used different means : 
poisons avai lable at work and ( late r ,  
when beards went out of f ashion ) 
razors at home for men ,  whereas wo

men purchas ed laudanum or 
drowned themselve s .  A ve ry few 
borrowed their husbands ' r a
zors . It was nea r ly always men 
who threw themselves unde r 
t rains once the re we re t rains 
t o  throw themselves und e r .  
Thes e  s t atis t i cs a r e  humani zed 
in the second sect ion , which 
discusses individual cases and 
looks for the common factors in 
suicide s , alcohol being the 
mos t  common .  The sources here 
are bas i ca l ly the corone rs ' 
accounts  of inques ts , wi th some 
newspaper cove rage . 

The thi rd s e ct ion , in which 
rather unaccount ably Anderson 
begins with the 30s and 40s , 
which had not been previously 
mentioned because there a re no  
s tatistics , draws on popular 
literature and s ongs for a di s
cus sion of common att itudes , 
showing them to be as unrelia
ble as are our common as sump-
t ions--they may be largely 
respons ible for them. Fict ion 
writers of all levels of abi li
ty depicted large supplies of 
abandoned and ruined young fe

males fished out of the Thames and 
exposed to the public in the light of 
the bobby ' s bul l ' s-eye , draped and 
dripping in diaphanous ahif t s--as in  
the cove r i l lustrat ion Anderson her
self use s .  But not ao. Anderson re
ports only one pregnancy out of all  
her f emale sui cide s ,  and by far the 
large s t  proporti on were ful ly dressed 
and d runk , and had been seduced and 
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betrayed many years earlier , i f  eve r .  
Nor d i d  young men kill thems elves for 
love , except in fiction ;  s tatis tical
ly they wai ted unt il they were old 
enough to be f ailures in life and 
alcoholic--the records do not reve al 
in which order those characteris tics 
we re a cqui red--or suf fering the de
bi l i t ies of old age . Ralph Ni ckleby 
represents a ve ry small group in real 
life  who died sobe rly by the i r  own 
hand rathe r than face public dis
grace . Actual want was rarely if eve r 
a cause out s i de the nove l .  

Thi s  third section is  the leas t 
satisfactory part of the book ; publi c 
atti tudes are almos t impos s ible to  
pin down and dat e .  Some people we re 
shocked and some people laughed in 
all  decades . The newspap e rs played up 
the more s ens ational aspects and 
p eople tut-tutted.  The diff iculty is 
that bas i c  human attit udes do not f i t  
eas ily into cat egories and d o  not 
change a great dea l ,  although the i r  
manifes tations alt e r .  The re is  really 
no pattern to be discerned , and the 
attempt to find cont ras ts  leads 
Anderson into one of her rare slips 
when she uses Dickens to i l lu s t rate 
changing popular atti tudes : she con
t ras ts his thinking "i t mons trous 
that sui cide attempts should ever be 
t reated lightly" in 1 84 4 ,  to  his 
allowi ng a young Cockney "to sneer 
cynically of women ' j umpe rs ' "  in All 
the Year Round in 1860 (207 ) .  F"!v; 
pages lat e r ,  howeve r ,  while making 
another poi nt , she unfortunate ly 
cites a s poof , "The London Sui cide 
Company" from Di ckens ' Bent ley ' s  
Miscellany of 1 839.  

Ande rson concludes with a lengthy 
eurvey of the attempts to prevent 
auicide , ranging f rom an ant i-suicide 
cage over the vi ewing gal lery of the 
Monument to the Ant i-sui cide Bu reau 
manned by the Salvation Army. Both in 
her discussion of Victorian medical 
beliefs about suicide and the work of 
the remand-prison chapl ains , she per
haps confuses at times differences 

between individuals with differences 
between periods , but she gives a mov
ing glimpse into the asylum and pri
son life of those unhappy men and 
women whose mi sfortunes had brought 
them before the doctors and magis 
t rates and into ins t i tutional care . 
It is a happy change to  hear no whin
ing of grindi ng axes bu t praise for 
ove r-worked men c ons cientiou s ly doing 
their bes t  in a very impe rfe ct world 
to help the unfortunat e .  The unfortu
nate  rich do not appear as much as 
the poor.  It was the l owe r c lasses 
who turned to the poli ceman and the 
hospital for help when in trouble ; 
the rich turned to the fami ly physi
cian and the privacy of· home . This  
class distinction was partly due to  
the desi re to avoid publ i ci ty and 
partly due to the increas ing pos ses-
s ion amongs t the ri ch of life i nsu
rance policies that would be nega ted 
by a ve rdi ct of sui c i de . But othe r 
than economi c mot ives were at work in 
the j uries ' more and more frequent 
verdi cts  of "while of uns ound mi nd" 
rather than of felo-in-se ; religious , 
medi cal , legal and humane cons ide ra
t i ons played a part in a j u ry ' s de-
s i re to lessen the s t igma . 

There are many more i l lumi nat ions of 
Victorian and Edwardian life  that 
Ande rson s trikes from he r inves t iga
t ions into their deaths.  Although far 
more men commi t ted suicide , far more 
women we re placed in asylums for 
showing suicidal tendenci es .  Men we re 
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by and large the more efficient sex 
at dispatching themselves . To gain 
all this fascinat ing informat ion ,  and 
it is highly recommended that you do , 
I s trongly sugge s t  that you run to  
your nearest library , not book shop , 
for the price i s  $ 1 1 9. 00--and that i s  
dange rously dep re s s iag. 

Ann Robeon 
Univerai ty of Toront o  

* * * 



John Had f i eld . Vi ctorian Del ights : 
Ref l ect ions of Tas te in the Nine
teenth Century. New Yo rk:  New Ams ter-
dam Book s /Me redi th Pres s ,  1 98 7 .  

Just a f ew decades ago this book 
might well  have been ent i t led  "Victo
rian Horrors , "  for some at leas t of 
the minor a rt i fac t s  it  reproduces are 
decidedly on the chintzy s ide . But 
the vogue for  camp and ki tsch has 
lef t i ts ma rk , and the economics of 
colle c t i ng for i nves tment have given 
Victorian obj ects  a scarci ty-value 
they la cked even in our parent s ' 
gene rati on ,  and so one might expect  
qui te a wide  and appreciat ive reader
ship for this ent e rtaining survey of 
some of the Victorian minor art s .  

The autho r ,  John Hadf i e l d , has f ine 
credent i a l s , qui t e  apa rt f rom the 
f act that he is Paul  Me l lon ' s  cous in
i n-law .  Himself  an avid colle ctor , 
e specia l ly of Victorian S t af f o rds h i re 
pot t e ry ,  he was editor from 1 952  to 
its  demise in 1 9 7 5  of The Saturday 
Book , an annual misce l lany of nos t al
gi c and aes the t i c  cas t which featured 
collecteana and cur i os i t ies , and 
helped to pioneer the vogue for Vi c
torians. He has edi t ed s eve ral antho
logi es , and mos t recently produced an 
appreciat ive compendium of Vi ctorian 
narrat ive paint i ng ,  Every Pi cture 
Tel l s  a Story ( 1 985 ) .  

In thi s  book Hadf ield has e s chewed 
the bet t er-known pai nt e rs and genres 
in f avour of the folk-art and u t i l i 
t arian art ( i f  that is  not a n  oxymo
ron )  that sugge s t  the f lavour of 
everyday life .  Maki ng no pretence of 
comprehens ivenes s ,  he has chosen 
fourteen catego r i es of art ifact to 
illustrat e .  Thes e  do i n  f act cover a 
apectrum of social c lasses , from the 
wealthy socialites who studied the 
f ashion plates , to the middle class 
who commis s i oned paintings of the i r  
prize lives tock ,  "mons t ruously fat" 
(perhaps f i t t i ng some people ' s  noti on 
of uti l i t arian a rt ) ,  and the rural 
poor who bought Staffordsh i re f igures 

of gardeners ( "gardn e rs " )  or  f l ow e r-

emboss ed cot t ages to put on the man
tlepiece.  Children a re not forgot t en ,  
and a delight ful chapter  on the toy 
theatre reminds us of the import ance 
of productions for j uven iles , bes i des 
sugges ting to those who attended las t 
Apr i l ' s  confe rence a way i n  whi ch the 
conventions of me lodrama pers i s t ed 
into the twentieth century. Ame rica 
is  rep resented by the s tudi o  photo
graphs of a ct resses and glamour gi rls 
(some als o ,  to mode rn eyes , ve rgi ng 
on monst ruously f at ) whi ch Hadfi eld  
calls the pioneers of  the pin-up.  

The quali ty of the reproductions , 
whi ch occupy more space than the com
menta ry ,  seems excellent ; the author 
notes , howeve r ,  that .adern print i ng 
processes cannot capture all the 
subtlety and delicacy of t int of 
hand-coloured  illustrations or chro-
JDOlithographic plat e s .  Illus trations 
are almost always in colou r  when the 
originals were so. In this respect i t  
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is  not able that mos t of Hadf ield ' s  
art ifacts we re flat t o  begin wi th-
prints , phot ographs , book illus tra-
t i ons , sheet mus i c  cove rs , cigarette  
ca rds , even needlework sample rs--and 
so do not , like the pot t e ry inc luded , 
lose a dimens i on in print reproduc
tion.  As pi cture s ,  they make s ome 
claim to ski l ls of drawing ,  des ign , 
and colou r ,  and a re a cut above the 
general f lood of Vict ori ana . The mos t  
epheme ral are the Valentine cards , 
where ingenuity and ebullience of in
vention had full play but no charac
t e ri s tic  aes the t i c  impuls e  is appa-
rent . The mos t impres s ive are the 
plates of ma rine zoology by D r .  Phi
lip Gos s e  (Edmund ' s  maligned fathe r ) ,  
whom Hadfield cons ide rs one of the 
mos t original and dist inct ive art ists  
of  the  period. 

The social his torian wi l l  find much 
to muse over he re.  The growing inte
res t in natural his tory ,  wi th its 
attendant craze for aquaria and con
s e rva tori es , i s  at tes ted to i n  the 
populari ty of beau t i ful plates for 
i l lu s t rated books . Bot anical i l lu s
t ration was cons ide red a seemly out-
let for women ' s  talent s ; we reca l l  
that Beat rix Pot ter  was a dist in
guished wat e rcolouris t ,  part icularly 
of fungi . Women ' s  lot may again be 
cont emplated in the as tounding varie
ty of s i lhouettes advocated by the 
f ashion plates , in  which , however ,  
the fantast i c  hat r emains a cons t an t . 
Comme rcial wars ente r  into the his to-
ry of cigarette-cards , with the Ame
rican James B .  Duke outbidding the 
Imperial Tobacco Co. to buy back his 
cards f rom custome rs for cash (he 
then presented them in albums to  hos
pital s ) .  The cur i ous di chotomy of the 
Victorian psyche is suggested in the 
j uxtapos i tion of saccha rine Valen
t ines and harrowing scenes of murder 
from the Illus t rated Pol ice News . And 
the s tudent of the Vi ctorian .tnd 
might we ll be s t ruck by the prevail-
ing tone of the ve rses on children ' s  
s ample rs , where i t  is characte ristic  
for a child  to  embroide r ,  "In the 

4 1  

cold Grave this Frame mus t  res t  I And 
Worms shall feed on this poor 
breas t . " Pe rhap s it  is a clich� to 
suggest  that the over-ornament at ion 
and c lut t e r ,  the des i re to heap up 
artifacts and possessions , represent 
a defence and a securi ty agains t  this 
looming abys s .  

As this i s  a book for the genera l 
reade r rather than the schola r ,  i t  is 
not heavily annot ated , but at  the end 
of e ach sect i on Had f i el d  notes the 
whe reabouts of the chief collect ions 
of the genre and the names of notable 
collector s .  He a lso surveys the 
available monographs ( the vas t maj o
rity writ ten af t e r  196 0 ) , so that 
those who wi sh may do further re
search. Judging from this book , many 
Victorian delights awai t them. 

Jean O ' Grady 
Mi l l  Proj e ct (Toronto ) 

* * * 

Norman Gash. Pi llars of Government 
and Other Essays on State and Society 
c .  1 7 70-c . 1 880. London : Edward Ar
nold, 1986. 

The modern s tandard vi ew of English 
polit ics between 1 82 5  and 1 85 1  res ts 
in large measure upon the work of one 
man ,  Norman Gash,  now Eme ritus Pro
fessor of His to ry , Unive rs i ty of S t . 
Andrews . In a series of mas te rful 
book s ,  beginning with Pol i t i cs in the 
Age of Peel ( 1 953 ) and including 
definit ive mode rn biographies of Lord 
Live rpool and S i r  Robert Pee l ,  Gash 
explained the party pol i t i cs of the 
pre-Victorian and early Victorian 
period with almos t unrivalled grace 
and ins igh t .  On top of thes e achieve
ment s ,  Gash is also a dist i nguished 
es sayi s t ,  in the bes t t radi t ion of 
Bri t ish his toriography and belles 
lett res . 

In Pillars of Government Gash has 
assembled f i fteen es says , mos t of 
them previou s ly published , albeit  in 
out-of-the-way places , over the pas t 



five decades . In theme they range in 
time from roughly 1 7 7 0  to 1880, with 
a strong concentrat ion upon the e ra 
of whi ch Gash is the acknowledged 
mas t e r ,  i . e . , 1 8 1 5-5 1 .  

The book is  loosely arranged in four 
sections.  The f i rst of thes e ,  "Pil
lars of Gove rnment , "  cont ains essays 
on the i nabil i ty of Ame ri can colon
i s ts to comprehend the unwrit ten con
s t i tution of the mother count ry ; on 
the nineteenth-century obses sion with 
"cheap gove rnment" while  Britain ' s  
imperial respons ibi li t ies were grow-
ing by leaps and bounds--a s t rong 
lesson he re for ou r mode rn Ame ri can 
cous ins ; and on the re luctance with 
which suc ces sive gove rnment s backed 
into the three great parliament ary 
Reform Act s  of 1 83 2 ,  1 8 6 7 ,  and 1 884 . 
Anothe r ess ay on the Anglican Es ta
blishment t races the es t ablished 
Church through its "time of t roubles" 
between 1 8 1 5  and 1 850 and explains 
that disestablishment was avoided by 
a distancing of Chur ch and State 
through a series of t imely reforms . 
Gash notes that the Angli can Church 
was "not so defect ive and corrupt as 
i t s  enemi es made out . "  Final ly , "The 
State of the Nati on ( 1 822 ) "  is a 
heretofo re unpubli shed analysis  of 
the Live rpool admini s t ration ' s  de
f ence of i t s  pol i ci es in what Gash 
claims i s  both "the f i rs t  gove rnment 
white  paper" and "one of the oddes t 
and mos t revealing essays i n  publi c  
relat ions at tempt ed by any nine-
teenth-century admini s t ration. " 

The f ive ess ays in s e ction two-
"Elections and Elect ione e ring"--are 
vint age Gash.  Within thei r compas s 
the author analyses the Oxford Uni
versi ty election of  1 82 9 ,  i n  whi ch 
Peel paid for his determi nation t o  
e��&ncipate the Catholics , the York
shire elect ion of 1 83 0 ,  whi ch brought 
Henry Brougham one of the mos t pres
t igious of  county seat s , and the bad 
feelings engendered by the Duke of 
Wellingt on ' s  elect ion as Chancel lor 
of Oxford Unive rs i ty in 1 834.  Foll ow-

ing a short es say on the signif icance 
of Peel ' s  Tamwo rth Manifes t o ,  this 
s e ct i on concludes wi th Gas h ' s  clas s ic 
essay on the managerial "brains" 
behind Pee l ' s  Tory pa rty , " [F . R. ] 
Bonham and the Conse rvative party , 
1 830-1 857 . "  Although the original 
publication is acces sible enough i n  
the English His t orical Review f or 
Octobe r  1 94 8 ,  Gash has t aken this 
opportunity to revi se  greatly and 
expand his essay wi th new material . 

To part three ( "People and Soci e ty" ) 
and to the dual-essay epilogue the 
author has cons igned some miscel lane
ous pieces which sent iment bade him 
include , and whi ch s erve to round out 
this dense ly-s e t  book to a publi sh
able length.  In these essays he of-
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f e rs sket ches of "A Glaswegi an Crimi 
nolofti s t : Pat r i ck Colquhoun , 1 7 4 5-
1 820 ' and of Lord George Bent i nck ' s  
pas s ion for the turf ; and a defence 
of Peel ' s  c laim to  be "founde r of 
modern conservat ism" in the face of 
the Tory party ' s  Dis raeli an mytholo
gy. Finally ,  in the epi logue , Gash 
presents provocat ive defences of the 
pra ct i cal value of both h i s t orical 
bi ography and the wri t ing of his tory .  

As a suitable summing up  o f  a dis t in
guished scho larly care e r ,  this col
lect ion of Gas h ' s  own work i s  ce r
tainly far more reveal i ng and useful 
than the conven t i onal Fes t s chri f t  
writ ten by s t udents and admi re r s .  One 
need only regret the absence of the 
customa ry cha ract er  sket ch obligato
ry upon editors  of Fes tschr i f t e n .  

With anthologi es o f  t h i s  kind , one 
usua l ly asks if the who le is more 
than me re ly the sum of the part s , and 
in the case of Pil lars of Government 
the answer is emphatica l ly yes . 
Though their author protes ts that 
they "are des igned tq be read 
s eparate ly , and not as a continuous 
whole , "  t aken in one dos e they are a 
s cholarly tour led by a mas t e r  guide 
to  the his tori cal land s cape . Few wil l  
doubt that Gash ' s  s cho larship passes 
the t es t  he des c r i bes in "Some Re 
f lecti ons on History , "  name ly that 
"The greate s t  of his tori ans only 
become inf luential if their conc lu
s i ons are accep ted by those of thei r 
colleagues in the bes t pos i t i on to  
j udge . "  
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Where have ye been all the day, 

My boy Billy? 
Where have ye been all the day, 

Billy, Billy, tell me? 
I have been all the day 
Courting of a lady gay, 
Although she is a young thing 
And just come from her mammy! 
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