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EDITOR'S COMMENTS 

I woul d l i ke as al ways to express apprec i ati on to those persons whQ 
hel p so qui etly and useful ly i n  the producti on of the OVSA 
Newsl etter,  and to those who contri bute to i t  so generous l y .  

Thi s i ssue i ncl udes a n  arti cl e o n  "Mi l i tary Moral i ty" whi ch refl ects 
the conti nu i ng rel evance of Vi ctori an Studies  - al bei t perhaps al so 
p rovi d i n g  a controversi al i nterpretati on . It i s  the Edi tor ' s  bel i ef 
that a fi el d as l i vel y and vi tal as Vi ctori an Studi es can onl y  profi t 
frorn controversy . The News l etter i nv i tes and wel comes responses to 
any of i ts publ i cati ons and hopes to i ncl ude "Di scussi on and 
D i al ogue" as a feature of future i ssues - general di scu s s i on al so of 
V i ctori an  Studies : the state of the art, and i ts future . 

Thi s Vi ctori an Studi es Assoc i ati on depends upon i ts members and upon 
the Newsl etter readershi p to share your i nterests wi th us so that we 
may be re spons i ve to past and present and promote the wel l -bei ng of 
thi s fi el d .  On these pages , th rough your news , reports of meeti ngs 
a nd conferences , and contri buti ons , we ga i n  a sense of the va ri ety 
and vi tal i ty of perspectives bei ng brough't to bear upon 
V i ctori ani sm . 

As al ways , I warml y i nvi te your communi cati ons and contri buti ons -
wi th the Fal l i s sue i n  mi nd even now ,  as we anti ci pate the wel come 
b l ossomi ng of  Spri ng.  

Patri c i a  Morton . 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE , VICTORIAN STUDIES ASSOC IAT I ON OF ONTAR I O  

Th i s  wel come gatheri n g  wi l l  be hel d 13 Apri l 1985 , at Gl endon Col l ege 
( 2275 Bayvi ew Avenue , Toronto ) . 

Regi strati on : 
Lectures : 

Commences at 9:20 a . m . , Sen i or Common Room. 
Owen Chadwi ck ( Reqi us Professor of Modern Hi story , 
Cambri dge ) ,  "Lord Acton , Vi ctori an  Rel i gi on ,  and 
Vi ctori an Hi  story ." 



W .  Davi d Shaw ( Vi ctori a Col l ege , Uni vers i ty of 
Toronto ) ,  11 Phi l osophy and Genre i n  Vi ctori an 
Poetic s  . .. 

Lunch-time Entertai nment : 
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11Heroi ne and Vi 11 a in : Scenes from Victorian 
Mel odrama , . .  by Professor Ronal d Brydon and Company , 
Graduate Centre for the Study of Drama , Uni vers i ty of 
Toronto . 

FORTHCOMING  MEET INGS AND CONFERENCES 

Conference : Research Soc i ety for Vi ctori an Peri odi cal s ,  
18- 19 October 1985 , Uni vers i ty of Toronto. 

Regi strati on : Fri day ,  18 October , 5 : 00 - 7 : 30 p .m . , Massey Col l ege; 
8 : 00 p .m .  Banquet, Massey Col l ege Great Hal l , after­
dinner speaker:  Professor J . M .  Robson . 
Late Regi strati on : 19 October , 8 : 30 - 9 : 15 a .m . , 
Uni versi ty Col l ege , Croft Chapter House . 
Papers to be gi ven i ncl ude Hal dane & The Record by 
J .  Al thol z ,  Wm. Morri s •  Contri buti ons to the Oxford & 
Cambri dge Magazi ne by F .  Boos , Thomas Carlyl e from the 
Edi nburgh to Fraser • s  by H .  Degroot , Pol i ti cal  
j ournal i sm i n  19th-century Wal es by A.  Jones , mi l i tary 
j ournal s and the Vol unteer Movement by P .  Morton , 
femin i sm and The Monthly Reposi tory by A .  Robson , 
E l bert Hubbard • s  The Phi l i stine : the Muscul ar 
Journal i sm of an American Free-thi nker by B .  Wh i te , 
and a paper by J .  Shattock . 

For further i nformati on , contact Dr.  Merri l l  Di stad , Uni vers i ty of 
Toronto L i brary.  



Fal l Meeti ng : Ontari o Victori an Studi es Assoc i ati on , 24 October 
1985 , 8 : 00 p . m . , Winter • s  Col l ege , York Uni vers i ty .  
( 4700 Keel e Street ) .  
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Programme : An open forum to di scuss  11Whence and wh i ther Vi ctori an 
Studi es? . .  
Dri nk s and refreshments wi l l  be served; di nner can be 
arranged . For further i nformati on , contact Professor 
Ann Robson , Department of Hi story ,  Uni vers i ty of 
Toronto , Toronto M5S lAl .  

NEWS FROM MEMBERS 

Merri l l  Di stad ( Uni vers i ty of Toronto ) has stepped down as Edi tor of 
the Victori an Peri odi cal s Revi ew after a decade as treasurer and 
busi ness manager and six  years as co-edi tor and edi tor . 

Cl i fford G .  Hol l and ( Engl i sh and Li beral Studi es , George Brown 
Col l ege ) has wri tten an arti cl e enti tl ed 11Henry Mayhew • s  Art and 
Sci ence. .. I t  i s  to be publ i shed i n  the Queen • s  Quarterl y .  

C .T .  Mcinti re ( Centre for Rel i g i ous Studi e s ,  Uni vers i ty o f  Toronto ) 
i s  supervi s i ng a Ph . D .  the s i s  i n  progress by John Roney on 
11Jean Henri Merl e d 1 Aubi gne , H i s tori an of Chri sti ani ty . .. D 1 Aubi gne 
( 1794- 187 2 )  wrote hi stori es of the Reformati on whi ch were 
i nfl uenti al  among Bri ti sh and North Ameri can Protestants duri ng the 
Vi ctori an peri od . 

REPORTS OF CONFERENCES AND MEETI NGS 

North Ameri can and Mi d-West Conferences on Bri ti sh  Studies : 

At the 1984 Conference hel d 19-21 October at the Uni vers i ty of 
Toronto papers were gi ven on : Engl and•s Wars of Rel i gi on ,  Late 
Vi ctori an Pol i ti c s , Tudor Bi ograph i es and Hi stori ography , Maj or 
Vi ctori an Hi stori ans Revi s i ted , Crime and Poverty i n  18th-century 
Engl and , Four Pub l i cati on Proj ects , Fi nanci al Strategi es i n  Tudor 
Engl and , and Orwel l .  As your Edi tor can attest, a del i ghtful di nner 
and other pl easures compl emented th i s  enj oyabl e and success ful 
gatheri ng . 
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Ri chard Hel mstadter ( Uni versi ty of  Toronto ) co-ordi nated the 
organ1Z1ng of a conference i n  November 1984 on 11The Vi ctori an Cri s i s  
o f  Fa i th ,  .. the proceedi ngs of whi ch are to be publ i shed . 

Executi ve Meeti ng , V i ctori an Studies  Associ ati on of Ontari o :  

The Executi ve met 29 January 1985 at the home of the Pres i dent , 
Ann Robson . The meeti ng i ncl uded pl ann i ng of the October 1985 
meeti ng on 11Whence and whi ther Vi ctori an Studi es? 11 and di scussi on of 
the format of the annual OVSA Conference . 

C OMMUN I CATIONS 

V ictori an Studies  Associ ation of Western Canada : 

The Vi ctori an Studi es  Associ ati on of Western Canada , founded i n  1972 
to promote the i nterdi sci pl i nary study of the Vi ctori an age , 
announces i ts annual meeti ng to be hel d at the Uni vers i ty of 
Saskatchewan , Saskatoon , 26-28 September 1985 . Al ready confi rmed as 
one guest speaker i s  Professor Trevor Levere to speak on Sci ence i n  
N i neteenth-Century Arctic Expl orati on . For further i nformati on 
contact Professor Chri stopher Kent,  Department of Hi story , Uni vers i ty 
of Saskatchewan , Saskatoon , Saskatoon , S7N OWO . 

Members of the Assoc i ati on are el i gi bl e  to submi t proposal s and read 
papers . Appl i cations for membersh i p ( i ndi vi dual s ,  $15 . 00 per yea r; 
i nsti tuti on s ,  $10 . 00 per yea r)  shoul d be addressed to Professor 
J ud i th Mi tchel l ,  Secretary-Treasurer,  VSAWC , Department of Engl i sh ,  
Uni versi ty of Vi ctori a ,  V i ctori a ,  B . C . , V8W 2Y2 . Membersh i p  i ncl udes 
a one-year subscri pti on to the Associ ati on's Newsl etter. 

The Newsl etter wel comes submi ssi on of arti cl es , notes and queri es , 
announcements , or other i nformati on of i nterest to our membersh i p .  
Al l manuscri pts shoul d b e  sent to I sobel M. Fi ndl ay ,  Edi tor , VSAWC 
News l etter,  Department of Engl i sh ,  Uni vers i ty of Saskatchewan , 
Saskatoo n ,  Saskatchewan,  S7N OWO . 
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Vi ctori an Stud i es Associ ati on of Ontari o :  Meeti ng of Toronto Group , 
December 1984 : Esther Fi sher ( Woodsworth Col l ege , Uni vers i ty of 
Toronto ) sends us her refl ections on 

11A ' Stri k i ng •  Simi l ari ty .. 

P rofessor Ma rti n Fri edl and ' s  stimul ati ng di scuss i on at the December 
meeti ng of V.S.A. ' s  Toronto Group conveyed h i ghl i ghts of the 
Vi ctori an murder case treated i n  hi s The Tri al s of I srael Li psk i. 
Readi ng the book after Fri edl and • s tal k ,  I was i ntri gued by the 
s i mi l ari ty i n  wordi ng between part of an account of a meeti ng held to 
dec i de L i pski ' s  fate and l i nes from A.E. Housman ' s  11E i ght o ' Clock ... 

Fri edl and notes that i n  1921 , an unnamed offi ci al of the Home Office 
was asked by a newspaperman about the most dramatic i nci dent he could 
remember.1 Wi thout hesi tati on , the offi c i al ci ted the conference 
between Judge Stephen , who tri ed Li psk i  • s case and Henry Matthews , 
Home Secretary. The meeti ng , hel d 21  August 189 7 ,  was to con s i der 
whether the death sentence mi ght be coiJI11uted to penal servi tude . 
Here i s  the unnamed offi c i al ' s  vi vi d reconstructi on of the event : 

I was then on the Home Offi ce staff, and i t  was my duty 
to be i n  attendance whi l e  thi s  cri ti cal conference was 
i n  progress. Time passed wi thout a sound or a s i gn 
comi ng from the room where the argument of li fe or death 
was proceedi ng. In the qui et of the l ate Sunday 
afternoon the chimes of Bi g Ben sounded the quarters 
from the C l ock Tower. Six  o ' cl ock struck. I was ti red 
of si tti ng al one , and openi ng the door of the 
Secretary ' s  room qui etly I entered and took a seat i n  
the shadow. I t  was a strange scene that I had broken i n  
on , Absol ute s i l ence prevai l ed • • •  I sat and wai ted • • • •  

Time passed� • •  Seven o ' cl ock struck , and we passed i nto a 
soundl ess qui et .  It  seemed that the strange scene mi ght 
conti nue unti l the hangman sli pped hi s noose next 
morni ng. I counted the quarters--one--two--th ree-- ei ght 
o • cl ock . • •  

2. 

Al most i mmedi ately after thi s ,  the Secretary recei ved L i pski • s  
confes s i on. Next morni ng the bel l s  of St. Sepul chre • s church and of 
Newgate Chapel tol l ed for the pri soner. 
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The Home-- Offi ce offi ci  a 1 •  s reference to the be 11 s 11 soundi ng the 
quarters .. and hi s expl i c i t  use of the words , "  One--two--three--ei ght 
o • cl ock " echo Housman • s  l i nes : 

He stood and heard the steepl e 
Spri nkl e  the quarters on the morni ng town . 
One,  two , th ree, four,  to market-pl ace and peopl e 
I t  tossed them down. 
Strapped , noosed , ni gh i ng h i s  hou r ,  
H e  stood and counted them and cursed h i s  l uck; 
And then the cl ock col l ected in the tower 
I ts strength and struck . 3 

As wi th the poem , the offi c i al • s  counti ng of the Quarters creates an 
atmosphere of suspense and impendi ng doom. The poem may be twenti eth 
century i n  compo s i t i on ,  but the setti ng and mood are di sti nctly 
V i ctori an . 

" E i gh t  o • cl ock , "  written about 1912 , was fi rst publ i shed i n  Last 
Poems ( 1920 ) . The book was., an enourmous success4; and it i s  
poss i bl e  that the Home Offi ce officia1 was fami liar wi th the poem, 
but perhaps not aware that he was QUOti ng Housman on a parti cul arly 
apt occasi on .  

Mystery sti l l  surrounds the case of I s rael L i p sk i , but i t • s no 
mystery that art often imi tates l i fe .  

Footnote s :  

1 .  Marti n L .  Fri edl and , The Trial s of I srael Li psi  ( London; 
Macmi l l an ,  1984 ) ,  p . 167 . 

2 .  I bi d . , pp . 167-168. 

3 . A . E .  Housman , Coll ected Poems ( New York : Hol t ,  Rhi nehart and 
Wi nston , 1965 ) ,  p . 115 . 

4 .  Ri chard Perci val Graves ,  A . E .  Housman : The Schol ar Poet ( New 
York : Scri bner • s ,  1979 ) , p . 229 . 
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Arti c l e  

M I L I TARY MORAL I NTEGR ITY 

By 

A .W .  Cockeri l l  

I n  a col l ecti on of essays on soci al researchers and wri ters publ i shed 
u nder the ti tl e The Machi avel l i ans , !  the Ameri can wri ter 
J ames H .  Burnham reveal ed an i nteresti ng pri nci pl e of enqui ry .  
Revi ewi ng the work of Gaetano Mosca ( "The Rul i ng Cl ass-1923) , 
Georges Sorel ( Refl exi ans sur l a  viol ence- 1906 ) , Robert Mi chel s 
( Pol i ti cal  Parti es-1914 ) ,  V i l fredo Pareto (Mi nd & Soci ety- 1916 ) and 
others , i ncl udi ng Machi avel l i ,  Burnham characteri zed these 
Mach i avel l i ans as ori gi nal thi nkers who studi ed past and present 
events for the pu rpose of predicti ng the most l i kel y course of future 
events.  

Burnham (a  former Trotskyite who had broken wi th the Communi st Party ) 
appl i ed the l essons he had l earned to h i s own fi el d ,  pol i ti cal 
economi cs , to forecast the general di recti on of western ci vi l izati on 
over the next forty years . Many of the predi cti ons set out i n  hi s 
maj or work , The Manageri al  Revol uti on ,2 have come to pass . There 
i s  evi dence that George Orwel l ,  who was fami l i ar wi th and revi ewed 
Burham • s work , app 1 i ed the same pri nci p 1 e of enqui ry when wri ti ng 
19843 i n  wh ich  he descri bed the managed soci ety of B i g  Brother. 

The poi nt of these observati ons i s ,  fi rst, to credi t  Burnham wi th the 
i mportant pri nci pl e  of enqu i ry and , secondl y ,  to appl y that pri nci pl e 
to what I shal l cal l the ' mi l i tary moral i ntegri ty • of the Army of 
Queen Victori a .  By provi di ng a foundati on for that i ntegri ty i n  a 
h i stori cal context , by reasoni ng that there was a real and 
substanti al  sense of moral i ty in Victori a ' s  Army , and by compari ng 
some contemporary exampl es we can i ntel l i gentl y predi ct what the 
future hol ds i n  store for a gi ven soci ety . Further, by equati ng the 
i nsti tuti on of mi l i tari sm wi th two other i nsti tuti ons of soci ety , the 
Church and the body pol i ti c ,  i t  shoul d be possi bl e to measure a 
soc i ety ' s  stabi l i ty .  
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The moral i ntegr i ty of Vi ctori a ' s  Army i n  the hi stori cal context , i ts 
i mmedi ate past roots , were to be found i n  the Great War wi th France , 
frequentl y referred to as the Napol eon i c  Wars . The Great War changed 
the pol i ti cal  boundari es of Europe as never before and set the 
pattern of nati onal i sm as we understand the word today ( al though a 
new pattern of i nternati onal pol i ti cal -economi c rel ati onships  began 
to emerge wi th the post-Worl d War I I  creati on of the European 
Economi c Commun i ty basi cal l y  a l arger bargai ni ng uni t) . 

Anyone who cons i ders the hi story of Napol eon ' s  short-l i ved empi re 
wil l be faced wi th a stri k i ng pecul i ari ty ,  whi ch i s  that Bonaparte 
was more the embodiment of the spi ri t of the Revo 1 uti on than the 
c reator of revol uti onary i deas and acti vity .  The sol diers of 
Revol uti onary France had made huge terri tor i al gai ns before he ever 
came to powe r :  Bel gi um and the whol e l eft bank of the Rh i ne ,  for 
exampl e .  I ndeed ,  France l ost more terri tory than i t  gai ned duri ng 
Napol eon ' s  rei gn. He was the i nstrument of the nati onal wi l l ,  so 
that the acts of l awl essness and wanton crimes i nfl i cted on humani ty 
were , therefore , carri ed out openl y under hi s l eadershi p ,  and 
j u sti fi ed by reasons of state . 

Napol eon was no more immoral i n  hi s i nternati onal behavi our than 
Frederick the Great ,  Ceasar,  Atti l a  or any other warl ord who preceded 
h im.  Hi s di stinction was that he sancti oned and exerc i sed immoral i ty 
on a vaster scal e than had hi therto been known . He adopted earl y and 
wi th great i ns i ght the maxim of the revol uti onary age , that as l ong 
as the ' publ i c  good ' was the obj ect al most every act was permi s­
s i bl e4 or , as hi s near contemporary Mi rabeau was fond of sayi ng ,  
"La  peti te moral e est ennemi e de l a  grande . "5 The rel ati onshi p 
between the nati on a 1 wi l l  and mi 1 i tary mora 1 i ty , the dependence of 
the l atter on the former ,  i s  important when we cons i der thi s  qual i ty 
i n  Vi ctori a • s Army , and the 1 esson gi ven by Napa 1 eon i n  thi s  regard 
has been taken seri ousl y and wi th crushi ng effect by the warl ords of 
the present century . 

The offi cers who i nheri ted the command of Vi ctori a ' s Army were 
veterans of the Peni nsul ar War and the fi nal European campai gn of the 
Great War .  6 They had experi enced at fi rst hand both the venom and 
the chi val ry of France ' s  revol uti onary war machi ne and the l essons 
they 1 earned were soberi ng cause for subsequent refl ecti on . 7 
Occasi onal l y ,  however ,  Wel l i ngton ' s  sol di ers were gu i l ty of the wors t 
excesses of immoral i ty perpetrated by Napol eon ' s  veterans . The 
s pol i ati on , pi l l age , rapi ne and besti al i ty of Wel l i ngton ' s  troops 
fol l owing the stormi ng of Badoj oz8 i s onl y one exampl e of the 
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l awl essness and compl ete di sregard for accepted moral precepts wi th 
whi ch di sci pl i ned sol di ers can be affl i cted even though they know 
that retri buti on wi l l  fol l ow - as i t  di d at Badoj oz wi th unmi ti gated 
severi ty . 

I t  mi ght be argued that the pre-Vi ctori an redcoat was characteri zed 
by a strong moral fi bre that issued from the tap root of hi s nati onal 
h eri tage . Perhaps so , yet it i s  al so to be argued with equal convic­
ti on that the Napol eon i c  Wars hei ghtened the awareness of those who 
s haped and moul ded Vi ctori a ' s  Army . Cri ti cal as one mi ght be of the 
gul f separati ng offi cers and men , the War narrowed that gul f. 

Offi cers concerned themsel ves wi th the men ' s  wel fare and educati on ( a  
revol uti onary i dea at the time ) ; 9 i n the L i ght Infantry Bri gade 
fi e 1 d sports were conducted wi th mi xed teams for offi cers and other 
rank s ; lO offi cers were not permi tted to be absent from duty as 
they pl eased . l l  The net effect of these and simi l ar i nnovati ons 
resul ted i n  a stronger bond between the l eade rs and the l ed ,  
parti cul arl y at the regimental or battal i on l evel , uni ts wh ich  
exi sted as cl osel y-kn i t  fami l y  groups . 

The Church exerci sed an i ncreasi ngl y stronger i nfl uence on the l i fe 
o f  the regiment , as a consequence of which the moral i ntegri ty of the 
regiment was strengthened . The devel opment of the Army Temperance 
Soci ety i n  the 1820s and 30s , under the gu i dance of the Church and 
Army chapl ai ns , was to prove a strong stabi l i zi ng i nfl uence on 
mi l i tary l i fe . 12 Thi s i s  not to suggest that earl y Vi ctori an 
sol di ers behaved l i k e  armed angel s i ncapabl e of doi ng wron g .  On the 
contrary , drunkenness was wi despread and behavi our at times 
l icenti ous ,  but it is necessary to draw a sharp di sti ncti on between 
how Vi ctori an sol di ers behaved among themsel ves and how they 
col l ecti vel y  behaved towards others . In  compari son wi th the 
precedi ng age , Vi ctori a • s Army rarel y went on the rampage to rape , 
p i l l age and deal ruthl essl y wi th a beaten foe . 

P i  1 1  age there was but i t  was hi ghl y organized and conducted for the 
benefi t of hi gher authori ty . 1 3  Th i s bri ngs us to an important 
aspect of 19th century Engl i sh soci ety that hel ped strengthen the 
moral i ntegri ty of the Army as a whol e and mai ntai ned i t  as a potent 
force i n  the expan s i on of the Imperi al Empi re .  Regardl ess of fi ght­
i ng effi c i ency - though moral e , · as opposed to moral consci ousness, 
confi dence and a sense of sel fworth are qual i ti es that 



23 

determi ne the degree of such effi ci ency - an army must be the servant 
of the state i f  it i s  to exi st and act for the good of the state . An 
anmy cannot act under i ts own wi l l  and be unaccountabl e to the state 
for i ts acti ons wi thout d i re consequences ; i f  the mi l i tary wi l l  
domi natea the state • s wi l l  then a di ctatorsh i p  resul ts . As a 
corol l ary , a di ctatorshi p cannot exi st wi thout the consent of the 
mi 1 i ta ry wi 1 1  • 

V ictori a•s Army , behav i ng under the restrai n i ng i nfl uence of i ts 
sense of mora 1 i ntegri ty , was subordi nate to the nati on a 1 wi 1 1  as 
exerci sed by the other two wel l -devel oped i nsti tuti ons al ready noted , 
the Church and body pol i t i c .  For the purpose of thi s di scus s i on ,  the 

col l ecti ve pol i ti cal con sci ousnes s i s  referred to as 11the state .. 
whereas by 1 1Church 11 i s  meant the spi ri tual consci ou snes s of the 
nati on. Aga i n ,  to general i ze ,  i t  may be sai d that Church , state and 
a nmy give any soci ety stabi 1 i ty , when they are equa 1 1  y strong and i n  
bal ance , a s  a three-l egged stool . Remove or weaken any one of these 
l egs and the structu re wi l l  col l apse ; mai ntai n the bal ance and a 
soci ety wi l l  have a stabl e pl atform on whi ch to devel op . 

Gi ven that stabi l i ty ,  and wi th the removal of French i nfl uence and 
competi ti on on the i nternati onal stage , Bri ti sh imperi al i sm was abl e 
to expand for the enti re durati on of Vi ctori a • s rei gn . The Uni ted 
Ki ngdom • s mari time and commerci al i nterests fl ouri shed , terri tory was 
added to the growi ng emp i re ,  and the Country•s forei gn pol i cy became 
the domi nant i nfl uence i n  i nternati onal affa i rs - all under the 
protecti ve canopy of a thi n  scarl et coat. 

V i ctori an soci ety may be charged wi th j i ngoi stic fl ag-wavi ng , 
bel l i cosi ty ,  hypocri sy , and pl ai n sel f- i nterest.  Al l these charges 
may be true , yet i t  was an age l argel y free from the magni tude of 
confl agrati on that had so characteri zed and convul sed the 
Revol uti onary era that preceded i t . Victori a • s Army was never 
i nvol ved i n  a confl i ct of anythi ng approach i ng the same dimensions , 
nor were the Crimean ( 1853-56 ) and Boer ( 1899-1902 ) Wars excepti ons 
to the rul e .  The state managed to avoid becomi ng i nvol ved i n  the 
Franco-Prussi an War ( 1870-7 1 ) .  Other wars that occurred duri ng 
Vi ctori a • s  rei gn were i nvari ably smal l affa i rs i n  wh ich no more than 
a few thousand combatants took part . 

Wi th the possi bl e excepti on of the Sepoy Muti ny of 1857 (confi ned to 
the State of Bengal but known to 1 ater generati ons as the I ndi an 
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Mut i ny ) , V i ctori a ' s Army behaved wi th moral restrai nt i n  its deal i ngs 
wi th vanqui s hed foes .  Even duri ng the Sepoy Muti ny , at Cawnoore , 
when the Army di d behave wi th unl i censed brutal i ty i t  di d so under 
extreme provocation when over 200 European women and chi 1 dren had 
been hacked to death by muti neers and dropped i n  a wel l .  

The personal accounts of ordi nary sol di ers , by and l arge , can be 
accepted as evi dence of the way the rank and fi 1 e behaved towards 
thei r enemi es . Those memoi rs a 1 so present a reasonab 1 e account of 
how thei r enemi es behaved towards them . In the sum there i s  ampl e 
evi dence to substanti ate the vi ew that the Vi ctori an sol dier suffered 
harsh treatment from the foe when he was defeated or captured as 
compared wi th h i s  treatment of a vanqui shed enemy . A few instances 
wi l l  i l l ustrate the poi nt .  

Compare , for exampl e ,  the massacre General Thesi ger ' s  2800-strong 
force at I sandhl awana ( 1879 ) by the Zul u K i ng ' s ( Cetewayo ' s )  Army of 
impi s wi th the subsequent treatment of the Zul u s  by the i nvadi ng 
Bri ti sh . 14 The Maori s of New Zeal and , to whom hi story has gi ven 
the reputati on of bravery in battl e ,  were not so forgi vi ng .  I n  one 
attack a regimental bugl er who sounded the al arm was l ater found to 
have been di smembered . 15  In  vi ctory , the Bri ti sh acted with 
restrai nt. The Afghans throughout thei r wars wi th the Bri ti sh were 
parti cul arl y vengeful i n  thei r deal i ngs wi th capti ves . Few pri soners 
who fel l i nto Afghan hands surv i ved ; most where di sembowel l ed or , 
worse , muti l ated , castrated , thei r tongues sl ashed so that they 
swel l ed and choked the vi ctim.  On the retreat from Kabul ( 1842 ) the 
enti re Bri ti sh  force , i ncl udi ng i ts camp fol l owers , was sl aughtered 
before i t  reached the Afghani stan border. It i s ,  therefore , evi dent 
from the record of events throughout the Vi ctori an age that the 
redcoats and those who served wi th them acted on the whol e in a 
spi ri t of moral mi l i tary i ntegri ty i n  the terri tori es they occupied 
a nd control l ed .  

That thi s behavi our stemmed from an underl yi ng sense of decency and 
regard for human l i fe cannot be doubted . There were occasi ons - and 
the aftermath of the Sepoy Muti ny as wel l as the repri sal s taken at 
Cawnpore was one - when the Army was censured for i ts l awl essness by 
humanitari ans and hosti l e  secti ons of the Press . But the Church and 
state restrai ned the Army from wi de scal e excesses . 
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Becau se the Anny coul d be rel i ed upon not to tak e  the l aw i nto i ts 
own hands , even when hal f a worl d away , the state was abl e  to exert 
i ts wi l l  i nternati onal l y  and the Church to extend i ts mi s s i on over a 
l arge part of the Emp i re .  We may now contrast the equ i l i bri um 
ach i eved by Church , state and the Army of Vi ctori a wi th some post­
Vi ctori an soc i eti es . 

Among communi st soc i eties  the USSR i s  a prime exampl e of imbal ance , 
for the C hu rch i s  non-exi stent for al l practical purposes . Wi thout a 
strong Church to exert i ts i nfl uence the resul t i s  total i tari ani sm. 
It i s  not suffi c i ent to argue that i n  the USSR the Army is the state 
and vi cevers a .  Whatever may be sai d i n  the west about Sovi et 
s oci ety ,  the Sovi et civi l government i s  el ected and separate from the 
Anny . I t  does not matter that i ts pol i ti cal representati ves are of a 
s i ngl e party , that the choi ce of the el ectorate i s  l imi ted . The fact 
i s  that there i s  a strong state . What i t  suffers from i s  an 
i nsuffi ci ent counterbal ance to the Army and the state . 

I n  contrast  wi th the USSR,  Pol i sh soci ety ,  i n  the shape of the 
Sol i dari ty movement,  has reacted to soc i a l  cond i t i ons  i n  the country . 
Pol and i s  a commi tted member of the Communi st bl oc and has a strong 
anny and wel l devel oped state apparatus .  Pol and al so has a deepl y 
rel i gi ou s  popul ati on , whi ch gi ves a di fferent dimens i on to nati onal 
l i fe i n  compari son wi th other commun i st regimes . No other 
ci rcumstances woul d seem to expl a i n  why Pol and was not l ong ago 
subjected to the same treatment as had earl i er been gi ven to her 
nei ghbours , Czechosl ovak i a  and Hungary .  

The recent change i n  the pol i ti cal cl imate of ma i nl and Chi na has 
resul ted i n  a rel axati on of effort to suppress the Church . For the 
l ast thi rty years the Communi st Party i n  the Country hel d that there 
was no pl ace i n  the Chi nese Revol uti on for such feudal , supersti ti ous 
bel i efs . Why , then , are churches and templ es al l over Chi na bei ng 
al l owed to reopen?16  Some , such as the great templ e  Nanputon are 
even bei ng restored at great expense to the State . I t  waul d seem 
that the reopeni ng of templ es i s  a· consci ous real i zati on that the 
Church can contri bute to the stabi l i ty of soci ety . 

What mi ght occur i n  a soci ety where the church i s  domi nant? To fi nd 
the answer to th i s  questi on it woul d be neces sary to l ook to I ra n ,  
whi ch i s  rul ed by a powerful theocracy and compl i ant Army . The state 
( that i s ,  the pol i ti cal voi ce ) i s  to al l i ntents and purposes 
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non-exi stent .  The C hurch i s  the state . Other exampl es of two-l egged 
s tool s come to mi nd .  I n  al l cases , wi thout excepti on , we can see one 
form of total i tari ani sm or another : Chi l e , Bol i vi a ,  Cuba , Eth i opi a ,  
and L i bya to name a few. 

We may l ook for other exampl es of states that bear favourabl e 
compari son to the i dea of the three-1 egged stool , to di scover what 
happens when the bal ance i s  upset. In I srael , for exampl e ,  there i s  
a strong Church , a strong state , a strong Army .  Rel ati ons wi th its 
Arab nei ghbours notwi thstandi ng , the country i s  i n  rel i gi ous , 
pol i tical and mi l i tary equi l i bri um,  and the moral i ntegri ty of the 
Army has been sustai ned i n  al l the wars of i ts short l i fe wi th the 
excepti on of the l ast - the i nvas i on of Lebanon . There was no great 
objecti on to the i nvas i on ;  the Army was executi ng the state's wi l l .  

Neverthel es s ,  when the I srael i Army was bel i eved to be impl icated i n  
the vengeful mas sacre o f  Pal esti ni an vi l l agers condemnati on by 
soci ety and retri bution by the state was swi ft . 

Rel i g i ou s  l eaders condemned the Army and rebuked i t  for its l apse of 
moral i ntegri ty ,  which produced resul ts . The state , bowi ng to publ i c  
pressure , ri ghtl y  or wrongl y ,  censured the mi l i tary and so restored 
publ ic  confi dence i n  i ts armed forces .  

Canada seems to be one of the few countries i n  wh ich Church and State 
exi st al ongsi de a weak mi l i tary presence . The Canadi an Armed Forces 
are understrength and wi thout a strong voice i n  nati onal affai rs .  
Neverthel ess ,  the mi l i tary mai ntai ns its moral i ntegri ty by vi rtue of 
a fai rly  cl assl ess soci ety ,  and can afford to be rel ati vely weak 
because the country does not face any percei ved immi nent threat. 

I f , then , we use the mi l i tary moral i ntegri ty of Victori a's Army , and 
the Army ' s  rel ati onshi p wi th Church and state , as a yardstick we can 
make reasonabl e comparisons wi th other armi es . By applying  Burnham's 
pri nci pl e of enqu i ry ,  i t  shoul d be reasonabl e to predict what sort of 
soci ety wi l l  resul t when Church , state and the mi l i tary become 
unbal anced by the weakeni ng of one of these supports i n  a democratic 
soci ety .  
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6 .  Many officers who rose to h i gh rank i n  Vi ctori a ' s  Army served i n  
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G . R .  Gl ei g ,  a Subal tern i n  the 85th Foot at age 1 7; 
General Smi th ( at the si ege of Badoj oz , 1812 ) after whose wi fe 
the Town of Ladysmi th ( South Afri ca ) was named; General Si r Col i n  
Campbel l ( of Sepoy Muti ny fame ) ;  and the Napi er brothers . 
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troops duri ng the sack of Badaj oz . The younger became h i s  wi fe .  
See note 6 .  
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Revi ew Essay 

Di srael i .  By Sarah Bradford . London : Wei denfel d and Ni col son , 1982; 
New York : Stei n and Day , 1983 . pp . xi i i  + 432 . 

Si nce Heracl ei tu s , we have hel d to the metaphor of time as a stream . 
I n  thi s centu ry the stream has become a torrent, charged wi th the 
e 1 ementa 1 power of b 1 i nd economi c and soci o 1 ogi ca 1 forces .  We have 
l earned , through bi tter experi ence , to di stru st the notion that 
events are set i n  moti on by si gni fi cant i ndivi dual s ,  by Carlyl e • s  
model l ers of desti ny and creators of hi story .  Yet sti l l ,  i n  the 
mi nd • s eye , the stream of time eddi es and surges around the fi gures 
of the great men and women who have gone before us . Events , however 
prod i gi us , sti l l  revol ve around the focal  poi nt of persona l i ty ;  great 
pri nci pl es  sti l l  wear human faces .  Only when the uni versal i s  yoked 
to the parti cul ar can hi stori cal understandi ng occur , for that 
understandi ng i s  a synthesi s ,  not an abstract construct.  So it i s  
that even today , even i n  the age of the c l  i ometri ci  ans , bi ography 
remai ns a vi tal el ement i n  the expl orati on of the past. It  conti nues 
to rai se fundamental questions about the i ndi vi dual • s  rel ation to hi s 
age . I s  he merely fl otsam on the ti dal fl ood of hi story ,  or can he , 
wi th i n  l imi ts , shape hi s envi ronment, hi s real i ty? 

Rarely has thi s  rel ation sh i p  been more i ntri gui ng than i n  the case of 
Benjami n Di srael i ,  and rarely has an Engl i sh pol i ti c i an proven more 
appeal i ng to bi ographers . I n  addi ti on to the si x-vol ume L i fe by 
Monypenny and Buckl e and Lord Bl ake • s major 1966 bi ography , Di srael i 
has become fami l i ar through an as toni shi ng vari ety of academi c and 
popul ar work s .  From J . A .  Froude to Heaketh Pearson , Di srael i 1 s l i fe 
has been chron i cl ed , romanti ci zed by some and patroni zed by others . 
Popul ar hi stori ans l i ke Arthur Bryant1 have exal ted him as the 
saviour of hi s nati on , a hero i c  fi gu re to be compared wi th Al fred the 
Great . D i s rael i has been the subject of fi cti on , i n  book s l i ke 
Theodore Bonnet•s The Mudl ark or--on an earth i er l evel --Di srael i i n  
Love . Fi l ms such as 11 The Mudl ark11 and the recent B . B . C .  tel evi sion 
versi on of hi s l i fe have transl ated hi s l egend i nto a di sti nctly 
modern i d i om .  Outs i de academi c ci rcl es , he has become somethi ng of a 
fol k hero , l i k e  Churchi l l  or Marl borough or Ral ei gh ,  part of the 
1 ivi  ng Engl i sh tradi ti on he so admi red and to whi c h ,  duri ng hi s 
l i fetime , he was so al i en .  He was an adventurer and a courti er,  a 
gutter pol i ti c i an and a master statesman,  a rad i cal novel i st and a 
country squ i re .  Hi s l i fe was a symphony of contradi cti on s ,  kni t 
toqether by courage , amb i ti on and a profoundly romanti c vi sion of 
l i fe .  Hi s story i s  i nfi ni tel y fasc i nati ng , and deserves to be 
retol d .  Sarah Bradford , i n  her new bi ography , re-tel l s  i t  wi th 
el egance and i ns i ght.  
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Bradford 1 S  Di srael i wi l l  not repl ace Robert Bl ake1s superbly detai l ed 
pol i tical bi ography . Bl ake 1 S  bri l l i ant portrai t  of the Vi ctorian  
pol i ti cal scene and  hi s analysi s of  the tactical cons i derati ons that 
governed D i srael i 1s actions  are unl i kely to be superseded . But 
Bl ake 1 s  book concentrates , as pol i ti cal bi ography must,  on what 
Di srael i di d .  Bradford 1 s study offers a di fferent approach . She 
takes the keynote of her theme from the edi tor of the I l l ustrated 
London News , who observed at the time of Di  srael i 1 s death that the 
secret of h i s  11el ectr i c  and uni versal posthumous popul ari t.Y11 was not 
what he had done but what he was as a man .  To understand Di srael i 1 s  
enduri ng appeal as wel l as h i s  importance to Vi ctori an Engl and , 
Bradford exami nes what she cal l s  the 11 i ntegri ty between the pri vate 
l i fe and the pub l i c  career ... Her book i s  1 1an attempt to expl ore 
[ h i s] i nner l i fe • • •  and to rel ate thi s  to hi s often eni gmatic publ ic  
face . 11 Accordi ngl y ,  Bradford has produced an  entertai ni ng and very 
wel l wri tten bi ography that stresses Di srael i 1S pri vate l i fe .  I t  
offers a most wel come compl ement to Bl ake 1 s more comprehens i ve but 
l es s  i nt�mate study . 

B radford rel i es heavi ly on l etters , di ari es and memoi rs  to sketch a 
remark abl e portrai t  of how Di srael i was seen by others and--more 
important--how he saw himsel f .  Both perspecti ves offer worthwhi 1 e 
i ns i ghts i nto the character of the Vi ctor i an age . Bradford has 
i ncorporated a good deal  of new materi al  which has been unearthed 
s i nce the publ icati on of Bl ake1s book . Much of thi s  i s  i n  the form 
of Di srael i 1 s secret l etters to hi s si ster Sarah and hi s extens i ve 
correspondence wi th Sel i na ,  Countess of Bradford , and her si ster , 
Lady Chesterfi el d .  I n  addi ti on , Bradford has used the journal s of 
L ord Stanl ey ,  edi ted by J .R .  Vi ncent , to throw l i ght on Di srael i 1 s  
pol i ti cal bel i efs . It shoul d be emphasized that most of the new 
materi a l  rel ates  to Di srael i ' s  personal rather than hi s publ ic  l i fe .  

Any good bi ography must be sel ect i ve ,  and Bradford 1 s  empha s i s  i s  
qui te l i gi timate . The i ntimate approach does , however , reveal 
certai n shortcomi ngs . There i s  a tendency to rel ate i dle gos si p 
about Di srael i at some l ength . Thi s i s  sometimes col ourful , but i s  
u sual ly  not onl y  unsubstanti ated but repeti ti ve . The temptati on to 
quote extens i vely from Di srael i 1 s l etters to Lady Bradford proved 
i rresi sti bl e  as wel l .  Unfortunately ,  i t  i s  mostly quotati on for the 
sak e  of quotati on and reveal s very l i ttl e of importance . Di srael i 
was i n  l ove wi th Sel i na ,  and the fact shoul d i ndeed be noted ; but the 
conti nual quotati on from l ove-notes i s  unnecessary and somewhat 
di stracti n g .  In add i ti on , there i s  a curi ous emphas i s  on an al l eged 
11 l atent homosexual el ement in Di srael i 1s fri endshi ps wi th younger 
men . .. I f  thi s  had been proven i t  woul d have been a gossi py 
revel ati on of the first order , but the suggesti on i s  simply not 
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supported by any sol i d  evi dence . Fri endshi p wi th the young was 
perfectly natural to D i s rael i ,  wi th hi s l ove of vital i ty and h i s  
refusal to ack nowl edge the ravages of time . 

There are other di sadvantages to the i nti mate approach to bi ography . 
Bradford usual l y  provi des an adequate framework of hi stori cal 
narrati ve , and sometimes , as in her account of the Corn Law cri s i s of 
1846 , i t  i s  excel l ent.  However ,  she tends to gi ve el ecti on campai gns 
short shri ft; th i s  i s  true even of D i s rael i 1 s successful campai gn of 
1874 . Si nce the el ectoral proces s so sparked Di srael i 1 s  geni u s ,  i t  
woul d have been sui tabl e to deal wi th that process , o r  at l east 
Di s rael i 1 s  rol e i n  i t ,  in greater deta i l . 

More seri ousl y ,  the concentrati on on personal l i fe seems to l ead 
Bradford away from seri ous exami nati on of Di srael i 1 s novel s .  We are 
i nformed chi efl y about whi ch real -l i fe fi gures provi ded the model s 
for vari ou s  fi cti onal characters . Thi s  i s  i nteresti ng enough i n  i ts 
way but i t  di smi sses important l i terary works that offer cruci al 
i ns i ght i nto D i s rael i 1 s  worl d-v i ew.  Sybi l  i n  parti cul ar i s  
negl ected , des p i te i ts s i gni fi cance as Di srael i 1s cl ea rest di agnos i s  
of the Vi ctori an soc i al di l emma . The importance of D i s rael i •s 
ficti on has l ong been recogni zed. John Hol l oway ranked Di srael i 
besi de Carl yle and Matthew Arnol d as a 11Vi ctori an sage 11 2 and , more 
recently ,  a wi de range of chal l engi ng materi al has reveal ed new 
dimens i ons i n  Oi srael i 1 S wri ti ng . 3 The novel s stress the power of 
gen i u s  and i magi nati on to transform real i ty ,  and so present 
i nval uabl e gl impses of the heroi c sel f- image that made Di srael i such 
a courageous and i ndefati gabl e pol i ti cal personal i ty .  Even from the 
perspecti ve of an i ntimate bi ography , they are of tremendous 
i nterest , and the wi sdom of negl ecti ng them--especi al ly  whi l e  
chron i c l i ng Di s rael i 1 s seni l e  i nfatuati on wi th Sel i na at such 
l ength-- i s  questi onabl e .  

I n  other ways , however , the i ntimate approach proves to be very 
rewardi ng . Bradford sheds new l i ght on D i s rael i 1 S cl ose 
rel ati onshi ps wi th hi s si ster Sarah and hi s wi fe Mary Anne . The 
l atter rel ati onshi p espec i al ly i s  re-defi ned by Bradford • s  book . The 
tradi ti onal assumpti on that D i s rael i 1 s marri age was serene and 
u ntroubl ed ,  a model of Vi ctori an wedded bl i ss ,  must be qual i fi ed .  
Twel ve yea rs hi s sen i or ,  Mary Anne suppl i ed much that D i s rael i 
needed . She offered emoti onal support that amounted to an almost 
maternal devoti on , she gave him abundant,  uncri ti cal admi rati on , and 
her ski l l s  as a househol d manager were i nval uabl e .  She al so 
possessed a smal l fortune that must have been attracti ve to the 
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debt-ri dden Di srae 1 i .  Her sangui ne temperament was a perfect foi 1 

for her husband • s fi ts of me 1 ancho 1 y ,  and he came to re 1 y on her 
j udgment i n  many matters . But Di srael i ' s di sregard for money and hi s 
wi fe ' s  i ntense i nterest i n  i t  l ed to i ntermi nable quarrel s ,  and 
Di srael i took great pai ns  to conceal hi s debts from her .  Moreover ,  
Mary Anne was temperamental , possess i ve and pass i onately jeal ou s ,  
e speci al ly  of Sarah . Di srael i was frequentl y torn between hi s wi fe 
and hi s fami ly  and was forced to mai ntai n  a cl andesti ne 
correspondence wi th hi s si ster.  Jeal ou sy was apparently a 
characteri sti c of Mary Anne ' s  fami l y :  her brother John was bl azi ngly 
resentful of Di srael i for marryi ng Mary Anne , whom he cal l ed hi s 
11 L i ttl e Whi zzy . .. The strai ns i n  the marri age almost reached the 
break i ng poi nt i n  1849 , as a previ ously unknown l etter from Di srael i 
to Sarah suggests . I t  i ndi cates the poss i bi l i ty that,  i n  addi tion to 
h i s  fi nanc i al i rrespon s i b i l i ty and hi s l etters to Sarah , Di srael i may 
have decei ved hi s wi fe i n  other ways as wel l .  The evi dence for thi s  
i s  not deci si ve but Bradford presents cl ear proof of a seri ous ri ft 
between Benjami n and Mary Anne around 1850 . Yet the revel ati on of 
faul t-l i nes  i n  the marri age serves onl y to make i ts succes s  the more 
remarkabl e and touchi ng .  Di s rael i worked hard to make hi s marri age a 
passi onate romance , payi ng hi s wi fe extravagant compl i ments and 
demonstrati ng hi s affecti on i n  publ i c .  As a shocked Lord Robert 
Gower noted , .._He often caresses her even before the servants ! 11 For 
al l i ts tens i ons , the marri age was genui nely sati sfyi ng .  Speak i ng of 
her husban d , Mary Anne once tol d Lord Rosebery ,  11 I have no fri end 
l i ke him . 11 The feel i ng was warmly reci procated , and D i s rael i woul d 
never al l ow anyone to sl i ght her. 

Surpri s i ngly l i ttl e i s  known of Di srael i ' s  early years . He was born 
i n  1804 to a remarkabl e fami ly of Jewi sh bi bl i ophi l es .  I n  1817 , he 
was bapti sed fol l owi ng a feroc i ou s  row between hi s father , 
Isaac D ' I srael i ,  and the l ocal synagogue . Despi te hi s membersh i p  i n  
the E stabl i shed Church , Di srael i suffered from biti ng anti -semi tic 
attacks throughout hi s career . As l ate as 1876 , the hi stori an 
F reeman sti 1 1  customari ly referred to Di srael i as 11th at lying Jew .. 
and to Di s rael i ' s  estate , Hughenden , as 11the ghetto . .. Greatly to hi s 
credi t ,  i n  the face of raci al prej udice that certai nly hampered hi s 
advancement,  Di srael i never deni ed hi s Jewi sh  heri tage and never 
ceased to express hi s admi rati on for i t .  The fact of h i s  bi rth 
prevented h im  from bei ng a member of the Engl i sh Estab l i shment ,  a 
s i tuati on that woul d ord i nari ly have precl uded any prospect of 
pol i ti cal  success . But Di srael i ,  wi th hi s romanti c bel i ef i n  the 
capac i ty of the i ndivi dual 'to trascend materi al l imi tati ons , was 
al ways prepared to cha l l enge hosti l i ty and ri di cul e .  
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Bradford makes i t  cl ear that from an early age , Di s rael i ' s  ambi ti ons 
were enormous .  At school , he was i nterested i n  acti ng and 
entertai ne d  the younger boys by tel l i ng them exoti c tal es of robbers ' 
cave s .  H e  was parti cul arly i nspi red by the speeches of Demosthenes 
against Phi l i p  of Macedon . I t  was a techni que that he woul d l ater 
empl oy aga i nst hi s parl i amentary ri val s .  I n  adol escence , Di srael i 
devel oped a defi ni te consci ousness of h i s own gen i u s  and desti ny . 
Not surpri s i ngly ,  he was deeply attracted to the Romanti c poets and 
he took Lord Byron as h i s rol e-model , careful l y  imi tati ng Byron ' s  
appearance . 

To Di srael i ,  as to most Romanti cs , imagi nati on was as powerful a 
force i n  the affai rs of men as weal th or property .  I t  al one redeemed 
a l i fe i nto whi ch we are born only to di e ;  i t  al one made action 
meani ngful . Real i ty was shaped as much by imagi nati on as by reason . 
"Man i s  only truly great , "  wrote D i s rael i ,  "when he acts from the 
pas s i ons; never i rres i sti b l e but when he appeal s to the 
i magi nati on . "4 Bradford ri ghtly emphasi zes thi s  as one of the 
prime assumpti ons on whi ch D i s rael i ' s career was founded. Di srael i 
bel i eved that vi s i on i n  government was at 1 east as important as 
l ogi c ,  and that statesmen must addres s  the imagi nati on as wel l as the 
rati onal sel f-i nterest of thei r consti tuents . Many Vi ctori ans shared 
thi s  v i ew ,  and i t  i s  worth rememberi ng that even Wal ter Bagehot , who 
was no Romanti c ,  based The Engl i sh Consti tuti on on a simi l ar 
percepti on . Cl osel y rel ated to Di srael i ' s  bel i ef i n  the importance 
of imagi nati on was h i s  burn i ng fai th i n  the power of the human wi l l  
to overcome materi al obstacl es . The i ndi vi dual wi l l  coul d transform 
a prosai c  and sti fl i ng real i ty into somethi ng subl i me .  The "great 
men " --prophets , 1 egi sl  a tors and conquerors--created "a vast pub 1 i c 
opi n i on , "  mol di ng that opi n i on as a scul ptor shaped marbl e; for the 
" Spi ri t of the Age i s  the very thi ng that a great man changes . " 5 
Di srael i 's concern , Bradford remi nds us , was never to ach i eve a 
speci fi c  set of l egi sl ati ve goal s ,  and thi s  accounts , i n  part at 
l east,  for hi s fl exi bi l i ty on i s sues l i ke franchi se reform . Hi s 
overri di ng obj ecti ve was vaster than ten shi l l i ng qual i fi cati ons , 
c l oudier  and more grandi ose : he sought to model the very mi nd of 
Engl and . Di srael i saw himsel f as a great man ,  a Byroni c hero , and 
thi s deeply hel d sel f- image enabl ed him to cope wi th the pai n and 
frustration of bei ng a perpetual outs i der . I t  i s  al so i nstrumental 
i n  understandi ng h i s  phenomenal capac i ty to survi ve pol i ti cal 
di saster.  The Byroni c  hero coul d expect rej ection at the hands of 
l es ser soul s; but i n  the end hi s i ncandescent gen i u s , refi ned rather 
than d i mmed i n  the cruc i b l e  of defeat, woul d tri umph . 
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Bradford ri ghtly notes the i mportance of Di s raeH 1 s romanti c 
i deaHsm , but the overal l portra i t  she presents i s  a bal anced one. 
D i s rael i sought power to ful fi l what he fel t was hi s desti ny ,  but he 
a l s o  craved acceptance by the Estab l i shment. He made extravagant 
e fforts to l i ve l i ke a country squi re at Hughenden , and though he was 
bored to di stracti on by country-house parti es , he worked ass i duosly 
to obtai n i nv i tati ons to them. Hi s attempts to cul ti vate 
ari stocrati c fri ends were ti rel ess , espec i al l y  early i n  hi s career; 
sometimes  they bordered on the absurd . Powerful ten s i ons cl earl y 
exi sted between hi s awareness of i ntel l ectual superi ority on the one 
hand and h i s  sense of soc i al i nferi ori ty on the other. like  
C hurchi l l ,  he was subject to peri odi c fi ts of  di scouragement and 
depress i on .  H i s  ego was neverthel ess formi dab l e ,  and h i s 
overconfi dence frequently betrayed him.  Whi l e  i n  hi s twenti es , 
i mpul s i ve fi nanci al specul ati on l eft him deep i n  deb t ,  and on several 
occasi on s  he narrowly escaped arrest for fai l ure to pay i rate 
credi tors . I ndeed , fi nanc i al probl ems conti nued to hound him for 
most of h i s l i fe .  I n  pol i ti c s ,  too , Di srael i di spl ayed a marked 
tendency to stri ke  too soon and to over-rate hi s support i n  
Parl i ament.  

D i s rael i 1 s  career ,  hi s unl i kely ri se to the summi t of  earthl y  power 
i n  Bri tai n ,  i s  outl i ned wi th i ns i ght  and sens i ti vi ty by Bradford. 
She underscores the di ffi cul ti es  that he faced. I n  addi ti on to 
soc i al prej udi ce and ceasel ess fi nanc i al cri s i s ,  D i s rael i was pl agued 
by i l l  heal th , sufferi ng at various times from di seases of the gums , 
l ungs and k i dneys , not to mention gout.  

In  the 1830s ,  D i s rael i ach i eved a certai n notori ety as  a wri ter of 
"soci ety "  novel s ,  as a dandy , and as a parti c i pant i n  several 
s candal s .  Defeated i n  three attempts to enter Parl i ament,  he was 
s uccessful  i n  the fourth , i n  1837 . He woul d rema i n  a member of the 
Hou se of Commons unti 1 1876 . I n  Parl i ament he was fl amboyant and 
soon devel oped a reputation for bri l l i ant i nvecti ve . 

From the fi rst, Di s rael i 1s method was essenti al ly negati ve . He 
defi ned hi s pol i ti cal pos i ti on i n  terms of opposi ng certai n i deas , 
i nterests and i ndi v i dual s .  Cons i stentl y ,  he attacked the rul e  of the 
Whi gs ,  whom he branded "the Veneti an ol i garchy . 11 Del i neati on of hi s 
own pri nci p l es was l ess important than the need to combat what he saw 
as  the broodi ng spi ri t of the age : the pqi sonous materi al i sm of the 
l ai ssez-fai re revel ati on . I t  was an era when the pri nci pl es of 
pol i ti cal economy formed a ki nd of dogma for pol i ti c i ans , even such 
abl e pol i ti c i ans  as Peel and Gl adstone . In such an envi ronment, i t  
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was enough for Di srael i to attack thei r  pol i c i es ,  for i n  so doi ng he 
was al so attack i ng thei r assumpti ons .  He thereby expressed , more 
ful l y  than any other pol i ti cal fi gure , the uneasi nes s and di scontent 
b red by the dessi cated phi l osophy of the l edger-book . Di srael i 1 s 
d i s l i k e  of the uti l i tari an vi s i on was qui te genu i ne .  It was 
expressed not onl y  at the pol i ti cal l evel , but al so i n  the 11Young 
Engl and .. novel s ,  parti cul arly Coni ngsby and Syb i l . In add i ti on , hi s 
hosti l i ty to l i beral i deol ogy was rei nforced by the personal hatred 
he fel t toward i ts great spokesmen , Gl adstone and Peel . 

I n  the 1840s ,  Di s rael i gai ned the attention , i f  not the respect , of 
hi s Parl i amentary col l eagues wi th a seri es of bri l l i ant and brutal 
phi l i pp i c s  di rected agai nst the Conservati ve l eade r ,  Si r Robert Peel . 
The i ssues around whi ch the attacks  revol ved were the repeal of the 
Corn Laws and Peel •s 11betrayal 11 of hi s party • s pri nci pl es . Di srael i 
pressed hi s assaul t rel entl essly , and hi s performance was 
i nstrumental i n  shatteri ng Peel • s  career .  I t  al so spl i t  the 
Conservati ve party ( the maj ori ty of whi ch was Protecti oni st i n  
sentiment) and gave Di srael i a n  opportuni ty to reach for control of 
the party .  

D i s rael i • s  background a s  a novel i st and a radi cal al armed promi nent 
Conservati ves .  He was vi ewed wi th tremendous suspici on by hi s own 
party ,  and one of hi s most remarkabl e achi evements was to sei ze i ts 
l eadershi p .  In  1847 , hi s novel Tancred was publ i shed . I t  was a 
mysti cal story that emphasi zed the ci vi l i zi ng i nfl uence of the Jewish 
race , and it  sparked a wave of anti semi ti sm i n  Conservati ve ci rcl e s .  
Soon after the novel appeared , Di srael i aggress i vel y supported a 
J ewi sh D i sabi l i ti es Bi l l  despi te oppos i ti on from hi s own benches . I t  
w a s  a courageous stand , for h e  faced vi ci ous persona 1 attack s  from 
b i goted ul tra-Protestant Tori es . The Protecti oni st l eader,  Lord 
George Benti nck , 1 oya 1 1  y stood by h i s  1 i eutenant,  howeve r ,  and the 
c ri s i s  passed . But the ari stocrati c di strust it reveal ed -- and 
generated -- was to undermi ne D i s rael i • s posi ti on i n  the party for 
two decades . Aga i n  and agai n ,  the anti pathy of the Tory squi res 
woul d erupt i nto open hosti l i ty .  

Despi te the rumbl i ngs of the ari stocrats , i t  was soon apparent that 
only Di s rael i coul d provi de effecti ve l eadershi p for the 
Conservati ves . Only D i s rael i coul d meet the Whi gs and Peel i tes on 
even terms i n  debate . I n  1849 , he became the Conservative l eader i n  
the Hou se of Co11111ons .  I ron i cal l y ,  he found himsel f i n  the same 
pos i ti on as Pee 1 i n  1835 , when Si r Robert had i ssued the Tamworth 
Mani festo . I f  the Con servati ves were to have any sort of el ectoral 
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future , i t  was necessary for them to devel op a more pos i ti ve ,  more 
dynami c  i denti ty .  I n  the face of the passi onate opposi ti on of most 
Tory l eaders , Di srael i weaned the party from the futi l e  cause of 
P rotecti on . As he l ater tol d Lady Dorothy Nevi l l , h i s job was "to 
drag an omni bu s  ful l of country gentl emen up hi 1 1  • 11 I t  was a 
Hercul ean task . D i srael i was determi ned to create a new, progress i ve 
i mage for the party , to create an i deol ogy for i t .  These efforts 
frequently 1 eft h im  i sol a ted ,  and he suffered di scouragi ng setbacks 
throughout the 1850s . But he pers i sted , wal k i ng a pol i ti cal 
ti ghtrope wi thi n  hi s own party whi l e  honi ng hi s parl i amentary sk i l l s  
to a fi ne edge . By 1858, he had even i nduced the Conservati ves to 
present--and vote for--a Reform B i 1 1  • The Bi 1 1  was tentati ve i n  
natu re and compl i cated by " fancy franchi ses , "  and i t  was defeated; 
but D i srael i 1 S ach i evement i n  bri ngi ng the Tories to the poi nt of 
advocati ng any measure of reform at al l was nothi ng short of 
spectacul ar.  

The  decade from the mi d-1850s to the mi d-1860s was domi nated by the 
eccentri c ,  hugely popul ar fi gure of Lord Pal merston . Pal merston 1 s  
effecti ve i nvocati on of Engl i sh patri oti sm prevented Di srael i from 
ful fi l l i ng hi s pl an to establ i sh the Conservati ves as the "nati onal 
party . "  Pal merston ' s  death in 1865 opened new poss i bi l i ti es ,  and the 
pol i ti cal scene was soon domi nated by Di srael i and hi s enemy 
Gl adstone.  The pol i ti cal ri val ry between the L i beral s and  the Tori es 
was personi fi ed i n  the bi tter personal duel between the two Commons 
1 eaders . Di s rae 1 i came to 1 oathe Gl ads tone , whom he once descri bed 
as "a vi ndi cti ve l unati c . "  But Gl adstone provi ded Di srael i wi th 
somethi ng that Pal merston had never real ly offered : a target , a 
p ri nc i pl e agai nst whi ch Conservative doctri ne and Conservati ve 
vi rtues coul d be defi ned . The two men were soon l ocked i n  oratori cal 
battl e over the i ssue of reform . 

Bradford ' s  outl i ne of the Reform cr1 s 1  s of 1866-67 i s  a gri ppi ng 
narrati ve that demonstrates Di srael i ' s  parl i amentary geni u s . He 
expl oi ted--i ndeed , v i rtual l y  co-ordi nated--the Whi g  oppos i ti on wi thi n 
the L i bera 1 party that 1 ed to the defeat of Gl ads tone 1 s Reform 
l egi sl ati on . Then , ral lyi ng hi s own rank s and mak i ng a seri es of 
bri l l i ant tactical retreats , D i s rael i pi l oted a Conservati ve Reform 
B i l l  through Parl i ament. He di spl ayed superb ski l l s  i n  debate and i n  
the management o f  men .  I n  the course of debate , D i  srael i outmaneu­
vered Gl adstone , who seemed , sai d one observer,  to be "i n awe of 
D i zzy ' s  di abol i cal cl everness . "  Sati sfy i ng as thi s  was ,  i t  was by no 
means D i srael i ' s  only Reform tri ump h .  He had humi l i ated hi s ol d 
enemi es the Whi gs and reveal ed thei r pol i ti cal impotence , and most 
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important of al l ,  he had shown hi s mastery over h i s  own party . He 
had al so endowed i t  wi th a new image , an image of fl exi bi l i ty ,  
pra gmati sm and pol i ti cal  experti se.  He had i ndeed and at l ast 
establ i shed the Conservati ves as a vi abl e al ternati ve to the 
L i bera l s ,  as a nati onal party dedicated to orderly change . It  was 
very much a persona 1 vi ctory ; even Gl ads tone • s supporters conceded 
that. One of them observed , "Al one he di d i t ,  • • •  and with what 
wonderful sk i 1 1  none but those who watched him from ni ght to ni ght 
can know • • •  for tact , adroi tness  and sk i l l  the man that conquered al l 
these di ffi cul ti es has no superi or and scarcely an equal i n  
Parl i amenta ry h i  story . "  

I n  the 1870s , despi te i ncreasi ngl y poor heal th and Mary Anne ' s  tragi c 
death , Di s rael i ach i eved h i s  apotheos i s .  He produced two best­
sel l i ng novel s ,  and i n  1874 he presented the Conservati ves wi th thei r 
fi rst parl i amentary maj or i ty si nce Peel . He taught hi s party the 
i mportance of pol i ti cal organi zati on ; he gave i t  an i deol ogy of 
sorts , and a p 1 at form . In  ri ngi ng pub 1 i c speeches he outl i ned the 
new Conservati ve pos i ti on , stress i ng soci al wel fare and the 
p reservati on of the Bri ti sh  Emp i re .  He moved i n  the hi ghest soc i al 
c i rcl es , and enjoyed the absol ute confi dence of the Queen . Most 
remark abl e of al l ,  in h i s  l ate si xti es ,  Benj ami n D i srael i found 
h imsel f to be a popul ar hero , in Bradford ' s  words "al most a publ i c  
pet. " The Queen fel t that the Engl i sh responded to the fact that he 
was "a man ri sen from the peop 1 e , "  and there was a strong el ement of 
fami l i ar affecti on i n  the uni versal ni ckname "Di zzy . "  He was cheered 
i n  the streets , the centre of attenti on wherever he went. As one 
Tory M . P .  remarked at thi s  time , " I n spi te of it  al l ,  damn the 
fel l ow !  One cannot hel p l ovi ng him ! " 

Di s rael i ' s  heal th decl i ned .  Subj ect to gout, bronchi ti s ,  asthma and 
Bri ght ' s D i sease , he l acked the energy to formul ate l egi s l ati on , to 
deal wi th i ts i ntermi nabl e detai l .  Neverthel ess , he acti vel y 
supported the work of ab 1 e Cabi net members 1 i k e  R i chard C ros s ,  and 
ensured the i ntroducti on of important soc i al l egi sl ati on . In 1876 , 
Di s rael i was made Earl of Beaconsfi el d ,  conti nui ng hi s rol e as Prime 
Mi n i ster i n  the l ess  phys i cal l y  demandi ng envi ronment of the House of 
Lords . 

After 187 5 , Di srael i ' s  attenti on was focused on the worl d of 
i nternational d i pl omacy , whose gl amour and exci tement had al ways 
appeal ed to hi s imagi nati on . In  a coup worthy of Si doni a ,  he was 
abl e to purchase the Khedi ve ' s  shares i n  the Suez Canal Company . 
Whi l e  Di s rael i ' s cal cul ati ons were basi cal l y  fi nanc i al and pragmati c ,  



51 

the publ i c  saw the i nc i dent as a dari ng affi rmation of Bri ti sh 
i nterests . In  1878 , he scored a stunni ng success at the Congress of 
Berl i n .  Bri tai n had been di pl omati cal ly  i sol ated for more than a 
decade , but at the Congress D i s rael i dramati cal ly re-asserted h i s  
country •  s rol e as a Great Power . He outmaneuvered Bi smarck , broke 
the Drei kai  serbund , and utterly frustrated the ambi ti ons of Russi a .  
At home , the publ i c  saw h im a s  the very i ncarnation of Engl i sh 
patri oti sm , whi l e  Europeans , i ncl udi ng Bi smarck , came to admi re him 
as a worl d statesman . 

I n  hi s l ast years , Di s rael i was more than a pol i ti c i an to the 
Engl i sh .  Lady Randol ph Churchi l l  noted that he was an object of awe , 
mov i ng among the peers of Bri ta i n  11 l i ke a bl ack sph i nx . .. He had 
become a nati onal i con--so i ndeed he remai ns to thi s  day--and an 
oracl e sought out even by the radi cal soci al i st H .M .  Hyndman .  

I n  1881 , Di srael i died , mourned by hi s soverei gn and hi s nati on . 
Even Gl adstone fel t obl i ged to ack nowl edge hi s rival • s  importance , 
persona l ly del i veri ng the parl i amentary eul ogy .  The ordeal gave the 
Grand Ol d Man di arrhoea , whi ch woul d have del i ghted hi s departed foe . 
Di srael i 1 S career ,  as he woul d have wi shed i t ,  was recogni zed as a 
testimony to the power of imagi nati ve vi s i on and the tri umph of the 
wi l l  i n  the face of enormous  odds . I n  many ways , he di d ful fi l hi s 
Byroni c  sel f-percepti on , extravagant though it  was .  Wi thout him,  the 
shape of Bri ti sh  pol i ti c s  woul d have been di fferent, a fact real i zed 
and empha s i zed by hi s contemporari es . Al l thi s ,  and more , i s  
sketched wi th styl i sti c grace and careful schol arshi p by 
Sarah Bradford . Her story of D i srael i 1 s l i fe i s  a passi onate tal e ,  
ful l o f  drama and col our and revel ati on .  
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So accustomed are we to v i ewi ng the past through documents and 
pri nted texts , and the ni neteenth century , i n  particul a r ,  through th� 
med i um of bl ack and whi te photograph s ,  that wel l -preserved col ours 
from the past al most have the power to shock . Beyond the vei l  of 
perenni al mourni ng for the dead ,  the bl ack frock coats and endl ess 
b l ack bombazi ne ,  V i ctori ans revel l ed in the use of col our , and thi s  
i s  nowhere more apparent than i n  the devel opment and wi despread 
empl oyment of vari ous col our pri nti ng processes . Ruari Mclean , the 
greatest authori ty on the h i s tory of ni neteenth-centu ry  col our  
pri nti ng ,  has  produced a l ong-awa i ted sequel to hi s Vi ctori an Book 
Des i gn and Col our Pri nti ng ( 2nd ed . 1972 ) and Vi ctori an Publ i shers ' 
Book-B i ndi ngs i n  C l oth and Leather ( 1974 ) . 

I n  the bri ef i ntroductory text Mclean expl ai ns the c h i ef appeal s of 
paper as a bi ndi ng materi al -- cheapness  and decorati ve adaptab i l i ty 
-- as wel l  as i ts p ri nci pal drawback -- fl ims i ness . Therefore , 
before the second quarter of the ni neteenth century paper was used 
only for p rotecti ve wrappers to guard the unbound sheets of a book 
from soi l i ng on the tri p from the stati oner ' s  shop to the 
bookbi nder s . I n  pri nted , decorati ve form i ntended to serve as 
b i ndi ng for the l i fe of a publ i cati on , paper l ater found i ts chi ef 
empl oyment coveri ng chi l dren ' s  books and , to a somewhat l esser 
extent, cheap repri nts of books for adul ts .  However ,  Mclean ' s  
earl i est exampl es of decorati ve paper b i ndi ngs are not juveni l es ,  but 
some of the ubi qui tous annual s and gi ft book s of the 1820s and 1830s . 
Unl i ke thei r heavi ly  decorated cl oth-bound counte rparts , the 
paperbound gi ft books  were often i ssued in protecti ve sl eeves , which 
mi ght themsel ves be  heavi ly decorated . 

The tradi ti on of expens i ve gi ft book s l ed to experiments wi th 
embos s i ng and stampi ng of paper and foi l s ,  techni ques whi ch reached 
thei r apogee i n  the Vi ctori an Val enti ne , and to the use of more outre 
materi al s for book covers such as papi er mache and Mauchl i ne ware 
( pane l s of sycamore wood beari ng decorati ve transfers ) .  However ,  
these extravagant appl i cati ons were , al bei t  i nteresti ng curi os i ti es , 
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a smal l and unimportant offshoot. J uveni l es and cheap adul t book s 
predomi nated . 

The use of hand-col oured i l l ustrati ons i n  chi l dren • s  book s prevai l ed 
1 ong i nto the ni neteenth century ,  but 1 i ghography and 
chromol i ghography i ncreasi ngly suppl i ed the covers and then repl aced 
the i nternal i l l u strati ons . By the 1860s fi rms such as those of 
Routl edge and Warne ( who between 1851 and 1865 had been partners ) 
began the l arge sca l e mass  producti on of chi l dren • s  col oured books .  
Al ong wi th other publ i shers such as Chatto & Wi ndus and Ward , Lock , 
they were al so responsi bl e for the 11Yel l ow-back 11 repri nts of adu l t  
books ,  mai nl y  novel s ,  so-cal l ed because they were bound i n  yel l ow 
gl azed paper over boards . Featuri ng dramati c -- even l ur i d  - ­

woodcut engravi ngs on thei r front covers , and adverts for Pear • s  Soap 
or Fry • s  Cocoa on thei r back covers , they were sol d by the mi l l i on by 
deal ers such as W . H .  Smi th at two shi l l i ngs a copy , and made many a 
travel l er • s rai l way j ourney l ess  weari some . 

Though tri umphant i n  the producti on of cheap book s for the masses , 
paper bi ndi ngs were not whol ly  devoi d of excel l ence i n  des i gn ,  and 
Mclean pays tri bute to the work of such des i gners as Owen Jones 
( 1809-7 4 )  -- best known for The grammar of Ornament ( 1856 ) -- and 
Henry Shaw ( 1800-73 ) .  However , the chi ef gl ory and i nterest i n  
Mclean • s  book l i e i n  i ts more than two-hundred i l l ustrati ons , more 
than hal f of them reproduced i n  col our ! These provi de the 
next-bet-thi ng to handl i ng the book s themsel ves , at 1 east for the 
sake of admi ri ng the covers , and recapturi ng some of the l ost  col ours 
of Vi ctori an materi al ci vi l i zati on . 

Readers of thi s journal need not stop there , for Ruari Mclean • s own 
col l ection -- whi ch suppl i ed upwards of hal f of the book • s  
i l l u strations -- was as l ong ago as 1970 i nstal l ed i n  the l i brary of 
Masey Col l ege , at the Uni vers i ty of Toronto . I f  you are not enti rely 
sati ated by the Mclean Col l ecti o n ,  a wal k across the road to the 
Thomas Fi sher Rare Book Li brary wi l l  l ead to an enourmous col l ecti on 
of yel l ow-backs  ( nearl y al l i n  pri sti ne condi ti on ) , wh i l e  a further 
j aunt two bl ock s south on St.  George Street l eads to the Toronto 
Publ i c  L i b rary • s Boys • & Gi rl s • House , whi ch hou ses the cel ebrated 
Osborne Col l ecti on of Early Ch i l dren • s  Book s .  

For those who cannot conveni entl y vi s i t  these treasure houses i n  
Toronto , Mcleans • s  newest book , l i ke i ts predecessors , provi des a 
mounth-wateri ng taste of what you are mi s s i ng .  
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Barbara Marf a Stafford , Voyage i nto Substance : Art , Sci ence , Nature , 
and the I l l ustrated Travel Account, 1760-1840 . C ambri dge , 
Massachusetts : M . I . T .  Press , 1984 . Pp . xxvi , 645 , 270 b . &w .  i l l us .  
US$39 . 95 .  

From the Renai ssance , down through the whol e of the Ni neteenth 
century ,  books of travel and expl orati on stood out as perhaps the 
mos t  popul ar of non-fi cti on genre s .  Al though bel oved by casual 
readers , armchai r geographers , bi bl i ographers , book sel l ers , and 
col l ectors , remarkably l i ttl e schol arl y  attenti on or analysi s has 
been focu se d  upon these books as a genre . To remedy thi s  overs i ght 
Professor Barbara Stafford of the Uni vers i ty of Chi cago has produced 
a mag i s teri al study based upon a cl ose analysi s of l i teral ly  hundreds 
of travel accounts from the gol den age of the sci enti fi c expedi tion . 

The "sci enti fi c "  di stictfon i s  a cruci al one to Stafford • s  argument, 
for she sees in the sel f-consciously sci enti fi c voyages of di scovery 
the emergence of a new aestheti c and a whol e new way of viewi ng 
nature and natural  phenomena . The l argest moti ve behi nd the 
commi ss i oni ng of sci enti fic expedi ti ons  by governments -- i n  whi ch 
process Great Bri tai n was pre-emi nent -- was to promote the extensi on 
of geograph i cal  knowl edge and the accurate recordi ng of factual 
i nformati on . Thi s  pursui t of knowl edge and the accurate portrayal i n  
prose and picture o f  "an  unmedi ated nature" stood i n  marked contrast 
to i ts anti thes i s  and rival , the much-studi ed cul t of the 
P i cturesque . 

Stafford ran sacked the cl ass i c  voyages -- fol i os ,  quartos , and 
octavos , texts , pl ates , and atl ases -- for evi dence of trai ts of mi nd 
common to al l of the great sci enti fic expl orers , from Cook to 
Kotzebue.  "The enjoyment and evi dent rel i sh mi rrored in  these 
narrati ves , "  she mai ntai ns , " i s  based on the i dea that the sci enti fi c 
travel er i s  useful l y ,  not tri vi al l y ,  engaged . .. She thu s  sees a ki nd 
o f  vi rtue adheri ng to the sci enti fi c expl orers whi ch el evated them 
above 11the fol l owers of the Grand Tour or the mere seekers after 
P i cturesque , produced a remarkabl e body of geographical l i terature , 
a nd al so  brought forth the ni neteenth-century real i sti c l andscape . 

By adopti ng a forthri ght i nterpretati on , and cl osely focusi ng upon 
thi s parti cul ar i ntersecti on of art ,  geography , l i terature , and 
sci ence , Stafford has produced an important i f  sometimes di ffi cul t 
book . I t  i s  one that wi 1 1  ri chly repay the reader for the time and 
effort requ i red to surmount the arti sti c and phi l osophi c  metaphor and 
j argon whi ch occasi onal l y  obstruct the way . The 270 bl ack and whi te 
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i l l u strati ons are del i ghtful , and i nspi re a fi nal commendati on for 
thi s most handsome vol ume whi ch has been produced at what appears , 
these days , to be a very reasonabl e  pri ce . 

Vi  rgi ni a S urtees , The Ludovi s i  Goddess : The Li fe of Lou i sa Lady 
Ashburton ; Wi l ton , Sal i sbury :  Mi chael Russel l Ltd . , 1984 . Pp . xi i i , 
2 1 0  • .£9 . 9 5 .  

Lou i sa Carol i ne Stewart-Mackenzi e ,  the second Lady Ashburton 
( 1827-1903 ) ,  though cel ebrated i n  her day as a hostess ,  
phi l anthropi st ,  and patroness o f  the arts and i ntel l ect, spent much 
of her l i fe i n  a restl ess fl i ght from boredom. Her extravagances i n  
col l ecti ng art, bui l di ng houses , and showeri ng fri ends wi th affection 
and gi fts ( wh i l e  quarrel l i ng wi th tradesmen over unpai d bi l l s )  were 
so typi cal of the ni neteenth-centu ry European ari stocracy , that to 
further di scredi t  her cl ass by wri ti ng her bi ography may seem 
s uperfl uou s .  Her s i gni fi cance , however,  stems whol ly  from the 
cel ebri ty of the fri ends she entertai ned and the arti sts and wri ters 
she patroni zed . 

Thi s  book i s  a Vi ctori an name dropper ' s  de 1 i ght:  the i ndex reads 
l i k e  Debrett ' s ,  the D . N . B . , and the D . A . B .  Lou i sa j i l ted the pai nter 
Landseer to marry the el derly wi dower Lord Ash burton . The author 
presents new evi dence regardi ng exactly who spurned whose offer of 
matri mony i n  Lou i sa ' s  cel ebrated row wi th the poet Robert Browni ng 
( she proposed , he refused ) .  The book i s  al so ri ch i n  detai l s  of 
Loui sa ' s  l ong and cl ose fri endshi p wi th Thomas and Jane Carl yl e .  The 
ti tl e ,  i nci dental ly , stems from a fri end ' s  compari son of Lou i sa 11to 
the cel ebrated head of Juno i n  Rome , the Ludovi s i  Goddess . .. 

I n  a sense th i s  worthy book i s  the vi ctim of the ruthl ess economi cs 
of today ' s  publ i sh i ng bus i ness . Had i t  been comp i l ed at the time of 
Lou i sa ' s  death , i t  woul d have been at l east a doubl e-decker 
11 tombstone11 bi ography repl ete wi th a l ei surely narrati ve , l ong 
extracts from l etters , diary entri es , and scraps of verse . Vi rgi ni a 
Surtee s ,  an experi enced bi ographer and edi tor of the di ari es of 
George Pri ce Boyce and Ford Madox Brown , has unfortunately been 
forced to the opposi te extreme . Ours , al as ! has become the age of 
the two-hundred page book., and parts of th i s  one are so j am-packed 
a nd breathl ess  that they read as i f  the aforementi oned doubl e-decker 
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had been subjected to a commi ttee of Reader • s Di gest "condensers . "  
Lou i sa was a stout ( i f  somewhat fri vol ous )  woman , and thi s 
publ i sher ' s corset i s  far too ti ght. 

Merri l l  Di stad 
Uni versi ty of Toronto 

August Stri ndberg by Ol of Lagercrantz ; trans . Ansel m Hol l o ; New York : 
Farrar Straus & Gi roux , 1984 , p .  399 , I l l ustrati ons ,  Can$37 . 95 

One aim of every modern bi ographer may be to fi nd the essenti al 
s hapi ng myth by whi ch hi s subj ect secretly defi ned himsel f .  I f  so , 
01  of Lagercrantz faces the di ffi cul ty that Stri ndberg exi sted "i n the 
most  i ntimate vi sceral contact" ( 24 )  wi th not one , but several 
mythi cal  and 1 i terary fi gures . Sti 1 1  , hi s assoc i ati on wi th Haml et 
may be i sol ated as one of the domi nant archetypes in Stri ndberg ' s  
i nner pantheon . At l east,  Lagercrantz thi nk s  Stri ndberg ' s  commentary 
on Shakespeare ' s  pl ay to be "a confes s i on i n  di s gui se" ( 346 ) . 
Stri ndberg ' s  destructi ve effect on the series of women who acted the 
part of Ophel i a  for him strengthens the paral l el .  But more important 
i s  that Stri ndberg ' s wel l known fondness for the anti c di spo s i ti on 
went so far as to create seri ous doubt about whether h i s  madness was 
merely assumed.  

Lagercrantz ' s August Stri ndberg rests on  the convi cti on that thi s  
great Swedi sh  pl aywri ght was mad i n  craft, or more accurately,  nearl y 
a l l i ed to madness for the sake of h i s  craft. When the wi nd was 
s outherl y , he knew a hawk from a hand-saw .  In devel opi ng such a 
thes i s ,  Lagercrantz has no wi sh  to underestimate the degree of 
torment Stri ndberg suffered . But he bel i eves thi s i nner turmoi l  to 
be the necessary agency of hi s gen i u s .  I n  order to wri te , Stri ndberg 
had to keep himsel f and hi s l oved ones i n  a constant state of 
agi tati on . Stri ndberg once asked himsel f i n  hi s di ary :  

i s  i t  possi b l e  that al l the terri bl e thi ngs 
I have experi enced were spec i al ly staged for 
me so that I coul d become a pl aywri ght , 
capabl e of descri bi ng al l manner of psych i c  



condi ti ons and s i tuati ons? I was a pl ay­
wri ght at the age of twenty , but i f  my l i fe 
had proceeded i n  a cal m and orderly fashi on , 
I woul d not have had anythi ng to render i nto 
drama ( 381-2 ) . 
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Penetrati ng beneath the popul ar l egends Stri ndberg fostered about hi s 
own 1 awl ess nature , Lagercrantz noti ces the comnand on the part of 
the author 11Who gui des hi s pen wi th such a fi rm hand 11 ( 2 10) . 
L agercrantz i ns i sts on the uni versal s i gni fi cance of Stri ndberg • s  
v i s i on ,  argui ng aga i nst the percepti on of hi s works as simply 11a 
battl eground for forces he coul d not control 11 ( 366 ) . Were he no more 
than a hel p l ess reporter of hi s own mental confusi on , hi s pl ays woul d  
not resonate so powerful ly through twenti eth-century experi ence and 
our theatre . 

I n  thi s bi ography , Stri ndberg comes al i ve as a posturi ng , suspi ciou s  
a nd utterly outra geous person who cul ti vated hi s own mi sery .  From 
h i s  sel f- i ncendi ary enterpri se i ssued over fi fty vol umes i n  an 
a stoni sh i ng vari ety of forms . About the creati ve achi evement , 
Lagercrantz al so provi des val uabl e i ns i ghts . Al though hi s 
acknowl edgments to other Stri ndberg schol ars are unfai l i ngly generous 
( s i  nee he refers by name onl y to cri tics he admi res ) ,  he 
unfortunatel y i ncl udes no secondary bibl i ography or footnotes . 
Hav i ng been publ i shed i n  Swedi sh i n  1979 , the book i s  now avai l abl e 
to Engl i sh readers through the work of Ansel m Hol l o .  A sentence l i ke 
thi s  one about Mi s s  Jul i e  assures us that l i ttl e has been l ost i n  the 
trans l ati on : 11 Stri ndberg • • •  keeps h i s  audi ence i n  a state of 
uncertai nty as to what has been cal cu l ated and what i s  the resul t of 
a moment • s i nspi rati on -- and the pl ay i s ,  therefore , sti l l  ti nged 
wi th some of the darkness that prevai l ed on the face of the deep 
before the act of Creati on 11 ( 193 ) . 

We may need hel p from other sources to gauge the ful l extent of 
Stri ndberg • s  i nfl uence on modern drama i n  Europe and Ameri ca , si nce 
Lagercra ntz stresses the i ntri n s i c  fasci nati on of hi s l i fe and work s .  
Even so , thi s  book wi l l  be i nteresti ng not only to speci al i sts i n  
Stri ndberg o r  mode rn drama , but al so to anyone concerned about the 
movement away from ni neteenth-century val ues . 

Margaret Moran 
McMaster Uni vers i ty 
[Associ ate Edi tor, The Bertrand 
Russel l Edi tori al Proj ect] 


