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THE VICTORIAN STUDIES AS SOCIATION NEWSLETTER 

No. l March 1968. , Ontario, Canada 

Editorial 

This Newsletter appears as a precursor of the first meeting 
of the Victorian Studies Associationo Because of this, the issue 
is largely concerned vrith the formation of the Association and 
vdth information for the forthcoming meetinga We hope, however, 
to settle down to the more mundane but perennially useful job 
of acting as a medium for distributing nev.rs items and information 
among me mbers; the possible range of content is discussed later on. 

( 
We/ also wish, as earnestly as only editors can, to draw your 

attention to the aims and proposed bye-laws. The business mee ting 
at the Conference is necessary and important; at the same time it 
will go very much more smoothly and quickly if suggestions or 
comments can be received beforehand. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

The Victorian Studies Association 

Last year a group of people from various Ontario universities 
met at York to discuss the possibility of establishing in Canada 
a Victorian Studies Centre similar to those in the University of 
Leicester, England, and the University of Indianao It was soon 
realized that we lacked the physical resources to consider a 
Centre, but, after talking about the establishment of a Victorian 
Studies Association and a Victorian Newsletter, we appointe d a 
pilot committee to make enquiries during the summer and to re port 
to a second meeting at the beginning of the present academic year. 
The committee consisted of Professors Robson and Helmstadter of 
the University of Toronto, and Professors Eise n and Collie of 
York University. 

Early in the summer we sent a questionnaire both to those 
who had attended the first meeting and to many others. We 
realized that if there were indeed to be an association of people 
vdth nineteenth-century interests it ought not to be exclusive: 
we therefore wrote to architects, curators of museums, civil 
servants and so on, as well as to co�S wi(�un�versity 



(2) 
posts. The result of this questionnaire was telling. Replies 
came from all over Ontario, and it becane clear both that there 
1vas considerable interest in the p:roposed Association. ( though 
this interest was cautiously el\."Pressed) , c:md that there Has a 
very real need for it, since He discovered that none of us v1ere 
particularly well-informed eithe:r about the -vmrk being done in 
Victorian Studies in this part of the country, or about the 
resources that would facilitate it. An architect writing a book 
on a certain subject in Toronto did not know that someone Has 
doing precisely the same thing thirty miles a-vrey; a member of a 
University who announced she was the only person Hith an interest 
in such-and-such a subject was startled to discov�r that two other 
people in Ontario had recently covered the same ground, and indeed 
had the materials she needed; and so on. The committee felt 
justified in calling the second meeting that had been mooted in 
the Spring. This "founding" meeting Has held in Massey College 
on 7th October, sixty or seventy people attending despite the fact 
that it was the Saturday of a long week-end. 

From the meeting in Massey College came the decision to launch 
trial issues of a Victorian Studies newsletter, to enlarge the 

.committee so that. there could be serious thinking about the form 
the Association should take, and to hold a conference in the Spring 
of 1968, at which time the Association would formally come into 
existence. Dr. Wright and Dr. Peake of Laurentian, and Mr. Biswas 
and Mrs. Pilgrim of York, are the temporary committee Hhich Hill 
produce issues of a Victorian NeHsletter this winter, with 
financial assistance from Laurentian University. Dr. Wright of 
Laurentian, and Professor Tucker of Glendon College have been 
added to the guiding committee to form a constitution for the 
Association. Professor Collie has been charged with the respon
sibility of organizing a conference at York at the end of the 
academic year, and the Canada Council has agreed to provide 
financial help for the purpose of inviting one or two distinguished 
guest speakers. Details of this appear on page 6. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Formal Organisation 

The provisional committee is anxious that the views and Hishes 
of all potential members shall be reflected in the organisation 
that will it is hoped finally evolve. Any suggestions about the ' ' h" h nature of such an association, or about the draft bye-laHs H lC 

are printed below, will be gladly received by the provisional 
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committee and brought forvmrd for discussion at the Spring meeting. 
Suggestions should be sent to Professor Michael Collie, Depart
ment of English, York University, Toronto. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Draft Bye-La1•TS of the Victorian Studies Association 

( The following bye-lai·TS, vrhich are to some extent 
modelled on those of the Conference on British 
Studies, Ne1v York, have been drafted by the 
temporary Executive Committee. They are printed 
here for consideration and comment � It is pro
posed to present these bye-lavrs for discussion, 
amendment as necessary and adoption at the 
business meeting 1vhich will take place during 
the Spring conference. ) 

I. Ob ;jectj ye 
The Victorian Studies Associati on is organized to 

promote the interest and activity of scholars in the study 
of Victorian Britain. 

II • Membership 

l. Membership is open to all those who are interested 
in the study of Victorian culture. 

2. Each member is required to pay annual dues. The 
amount of the dues is set or revised by the Executive 
Committee and approved by the members of the Association 
present at a duly called meeting. Failure to pay dues in 
two successive years terminates a membership. 

3. Membership is not open to undergraduates. 

III.- Officers 

1. The president of the Association will be elected for 
one two-year ter.m by a majority of those present at a duly 
called meeting of the Association. The Nominating Committee 
will present a nomination. Members may make other 
nominations from the floor. Should a President die or 
resign, the senior elected member of the Executive Committee 
will serve as Acting President until a President is elected. 

2. The Executive Secretary and the Treasurer will be 
chosen by the Executive Committee and will serve for a three
year -tenn which may be renewable. 

' .  ·.:· ··· . .. :· 
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3. The Recording Secretary will be chosen by the 

Executive Committee for one two-year tenn. 

The Executive Committee --�------� ---- -==-

l. The Executive Committee will be composed of the 
following: the President, the Executive Secretary, the 
Treasurer, and the previoQS President (for one two-year 
term) , and three members elected by the membership. 

2. The three members elected by the Association will 
be chosen by a majority of the members present at a duly 
called meeting. Each will serve for a three-year term, 
and their terms will be staggered. (Qf the three members 
chosen at the first meeting, one will be elected for a 
one-year term, one for a two-year term, and one for a three
year term) . The Nominating Committee will present 
nominations. Any member may make other nominations from 
the floor. 

3. A Quorum of the Executive Committee will be four 
members present in person at a meeting. The Committee will 
reach decisions, when necessary, by a majority vote of 
those present. 

4. The President of the Association will serve as 
Chairman of the Executive Committee and shall call meetings 
of the Committee on his initiative and at the request of 
the Executive Secretary or of three Committee members. 

5. The Executive Committee will appoint the Editor of 
the Newsletter for a term of two years. The Editor is 
eligible for an additional two-year term. 

6. The Executive Committee will appoint an Editorial 
Board for the. Newsletter of not more than three members. 

V. Committees 

1. The Nominating Committee will consist of three 
members, each for a two-year term. The function of the 
Committee is to nominate candidates for election to the 
Presidency, the Executive Committee, and the Nominating 
Committee. Its nominees, along with any candidates nominated 
from the floor, will be voted upon at a duly called meeting, 
and the persoris with the highest nlli"'l.ber of votes from members 
of the Conference present will be duly elected. 
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2. The Executive Committee may establl.sh d 
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an may 

tennlna e an �ng ommlttees and designate the number of 
members and thelr terms of office. 

3. The President and/or the Executive Committee may 
also appoint and may terminate other committees. 

4. Each committee will elect its own chairman and will 
reach decisions by majority vote. 

VI • Meetings 

l. Normally, the Association will meet formally once 
each year, and the meeting will be held in the spring. 

2. To conduct business at a duly called meeting, the 
quorum will be twenty members of the Association present in 
person. When there is not a quorum, the members will be 
polled by mailed ballots in any question requiring a vote, 
including the election of officers. 

3. The Executive Committee will decide when to call 
and where to hold meetings of the Association. 

VII. Amendments 

These bye-laws may be amended by a majority vote of 
those present at any duly called meeting: provided that an 
explanation of the proposed amendment has been sent to all 

·members of the Conference not less than thirty days before 
the meeting. The membership list will be available upon 
request from the Executive Secretary. 

NOTE: The original Committee consisting of M. Collie, S. Eisen, 
J. Robson, and R. Helmstadter, supplemented by E. Wright 
and A. Tucker, will serve as a Nominating Committee 
for the slate of candidates for the first election·. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

The Newsletter 

The Newsletter is planned to appear regularly. Our present 

intention is to produce two copies a year; one before the annual 

meeting and one in early fall, but if more issues seem to be 

needed the plans will be revised. 
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The Ne,vsletter \v.:.ll act as a medium for circulating news and infonnation to reembers of the As s oc iation. We hope also to be able to provide certain 11 

services" tc subscribers. One of these, \'lhich \ve will s tart with the next issue if support and requests are forthcoming, will be a section lis ting books wanted or books available for sale or exchange. We feel there may be many cases when an enquiry will locate a much needed item, or \-There a duplicate can be usefully tradedo 

We shall also print enquiries of a more general nature, and requests.�or !3pecific_L11forrnation. Items such as the news of the Victorian Library,. given below, will ·of ·course be included.. It is our hope that individual members will pass on any news of genera� interest and will keep us informed of particular projects, meetings etc. Reports or an:'louncements will be welcomed. 

This-issue is being circulated pr�arily to those.who supported the Massey College meeting� We apologise in advance to anyone who 
feels that he should have received a copy but didn't. Future issues 
will go out automatically to members .of the Association and to 
subscribers. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

VICTORLA.N STUDIES ASSOCr.ATION
., CONFERENCE 

This will be held on Saturday, March 30th at York Univers.ity, in 
the Colloquium Room in the Lecture Hall. As t�e pr�gr�� be�ow 
shows, 'this will be a very· special event for V1ctor1an1sts at a 
purely nominal cost. ' 

45 Registration and coffee. 
_
in' the Lecture Hall ·: 9. a.m. 

io·.30 Mt� David Newsome, Senior Tutor of Emmanuel a.m. 
. . College·, Cambridge, and University Lecturer 

12.30 p.m. 

2.00 p;.m • . 

3.oo p.m. 

5.00 p.m. 

in Divinity 
11 Title: "The Early Victorian World Picture 

. Chairman: Professor Eisen, Department of H1story, 
York University 

_ Lunch in the Hall of Vanier College 

_ Business Meeting· 

Dr George Ford, Professor of English, and ��airman -
of

.
the Department of English at the Universl Y 

of Rochester " 
T"tle· "Dickens and the Eternal Moment 

1 • 
G. 1· Department of 

Chairman: Professor H. lr lng,
. 

English, York Universlty 

- Cocktail Party· 
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rThe onf renee fee will be $2.50. 

r sent now to Profe ssor Collie • 
if you are coming. 

rr, . 

B
-

t
illS can be paid at Registration u please let us kn ' ow in advance 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + �. + + ++ ++ + + 

News from Leic�ste�r Unive:r;-.,s_t�L 

:he Victorian Studies Centre at Leicester University has sent 
gree�1.ngs and �ood wi�h�s. for the proposed venture, 

·
together with 

d:ta1.l� abo�t ;ts act1.v1.t1.es which we are glad to present as the 
f1.r �t serv1.ce. of the Newsletter. P rofessor Philip Collins, the 
Cha 1.rman, prov1.des the following information:--

The Leicester University Victorian Studies Centre is a 
development f rom an informally-constituted association of University 
staff, the Victorian Studies Group. This Group, and its evolution 
into the Centre, have been described fully enough in Victorian 
Studies (March 1963 and September 1966). 

Established with the help of a six-year grant from the 
Leverhulme Trust, the Centre began operations in October 1966. It 
is staffed almost wholly from members of existing Departments of 
the University ( thus, the Chairman of its Advisory Committee is, 
at the moment, the Professor of English Literature) , but it has a 
fulltime Bibliographer, two Research Fellows, and a number of 
Visiting Professors. Teaching and research are desi��edly inter
disciplinary. At present, teaching is confined to postgraduates: 
a number of candidates following individual programmes of research, 
and also a M.A. Seminar meeting about three times a week and 
currently specialising on two broad topics, the Town and Religion. 

In collaboration with the Leicester University Press, the 
Centre is publishing a series of Victorian Reprints. These will 
be made available as cheaply as possible, so that they will be 
within the means of .students and their indigent teachers, rather 
than being exclusively library purchases. The first list, recently 

announced, is as follows: 

Autobiography and Deliverance 

Chart ism 

Mid1othian Speeches, 1812_ 

Mark Rutherford,with an 
introduction by Basil Willey 

William Lovet�with an 
introduction by Asa Briggs 

W.E. Gladstone,with an 
introduction by M.R.D. Foot 
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A Hist.orx._of_t._h� Gothic �evtval C. Eastlake vri'�h an �---��.::;r-�., ' 

Cantra.stJ?___ 

History of the EnKlish Railwa� 

Tbe Bjtter Cry of Outcast 
Londop 

Phases o£' Faith 

Medical �d Legal Aspects of 
Sanitary Reform 

Twice Rou.�d the Clock 

Vestiges of the Natural Histo�t 
of Creation 

A Discourse on the Studies of 
the University 

introductio� by J.M. Crook 

A.W .N. p,�gin,-vrith a.n 

introduction by Henry-Russell 
Hitchcock 

J .. Fran.cis, with an 
introduction by Jack Simmons 

W. C. Mearns , . 
edited by A.T. Wohl 

F .w 0 Newman 

A.P� Stewart and E. Jenkins, 
with an introduction by 
Michael Flinn 

G.A. Sala,with an 
introduction by Philip Collins 

Robert Chambers 

Adam Sedgwick 

This year's Visiting Professors are J .B; Schr..eewind 
(Department of Philosophy, Uni-vooersity of Pittsburgh) and Steven 

Marcus (Department of English, Columbia). Other visitors 
during the coming months include Sir Charles Ten�yson, Simon 
Nowell-Smith, ·and - to the Victorian Studies Group - Arthur 
Pollard, Lionel Lambourne and E.P. Hennock. The University staff 
dramatic group is performing, in honour of the Centre, Bulwer 
Lytton's Richelieu; or, The Consp1.racy, the first of what it is 
hoped will be a series of Victorian revivals� 

One of the most Lmportant activities of the Centre will be 
the work of the Bibliographer, Mr. J.L. Madden� He describes 
this, in a separate note� 

: .: . . 

. --� 
' :.: ·1.: .�: .. ;'}",' ·. ' 

Philip Collins 
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The Bibliographer to the Victo�ia.n St11 d1· es c 
6 

� e�tre, appointed from �ugu�t 19 7, is responsible for conducting research a.nd teach1ng 1n the whole field of informatio� work within the Victorian pe�iod. After examina:tion of a large nw"riber of possible resear�h proJects, a few have been selected as meriting special attent1on and work on these is now proceeding� The two most 
significant projects currently beir..g pursued are the compilation 
of subject lists of bibliographies of use to research workers 
vdthin the period and assessment of Victorian periodical holdings 
in local libraries� The first marks an attempt to codify in a 
readily accessible for.m information about basic bibliographical 
guides, and is designed for eventual publication as a handbook 
for students of the period. It will list general bibliographies, 
including those which, though not limited to the Victorian period, 
are useful to students, bibliographies of specific subjects and 
o� individual Victorians� The second involves a detailed study 
of the availability of Victorian periodicals within the Leicester 
area which, it is hoped, will aid local students and provide a 
basis for the intelligent augmentation of local holdings. Other 
projects to be undertaken include an international guide to 
research locations for the period, comprising a list of published 
guides and a subject list of important printed and manuscript 
collections. · · 

As part of the Centre's teaching programme, lectures and 
seminars have been organised to cover problems of information 
retrieval in Victorian research, with exercises on literature 
searching and the use of basic bibliographical tools, methods 
of descriptive bibliography and subjects of general interest 
to students of the period, such as copyright lav1 �nd the 
development of printing and publishing.tec0�iques� Individual 
instruction is offered to research students on bibliographical 
matters relating to the composition of theses and dissertations 
and a general information service is provided for all staff and 
students associated Vlith the Centre. 

Lionel Madden. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + +++ 

News from Indiana. 

Those who subscribe, to Vi.QtQri��§..t.ll.§i�.E.. will have had their. 

copies of the first issue of the �J;':i..an �odi�� Newsletter • 
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This is a stimulating and import��t new addition to specialised 
research aids in Victorian scholars�ip; the 'march cf mind' into 
Victorian intellectual penetralia continues ; Those who have not 
yet seen it should write to Miss Dorothy Deering, Associate 
Editor, Victorian Periodicals Newsletter, Department of English, 
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana 47401, U�S�Ao 

We also learn that Professor·: Wolff will be moving into an 
official academic position in the Victorian Studies programme, 
which will in addition include a Visiting Professor for the 
year. Victorian scholarship seems to stimulate a Victorian 
energy for development at Indiana. 




